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Pocc Jlyu Poknuu (Pocc POKNUHH)
(Ross Louis Rocklin, 1913 — 1988)

OT COCTABUTENA
POCC POCKIHWUHH

K PoxiuHHY 51 MOAXOAMI AABHO, aX C JAJIEKUX Teleph BOCBMUIECATHIX
rogoB. Toraa MHe momaijcs B Kakoi-TO aHTOJIOTMM €ro pacckas «Bo Temey,
KOTOpBI#i MEHS 3aMHTEpECOBAJI HEOOBIMHBIM MOOXOAOM K TeMmarHhke. Paccka3
TaK U OCTAICA HEW3IaHHBIM, a FOPa3ZIo MO3XKe A Y3HAII, YTO OH BXOJUT B POMaH
«JIromu TeMBI. Cara o ’KUBOI TYMaHHOCTI».

Ho Bce 3TH romsl MeHsi HHTEPECOBANIO, YTO €Il Hamucal 3ToT aBrop. U
XOTENOCh ero MONEePEBOAUTD.

Teneps, Onarogaps MHTEpHETY, UHPOPMATHBHOCTE B MHpE MOIHAIACH
Ha ropaszo 6oiee BLICOKHMI YpOBEHb, M 1 3HaIO, YTO POKIIMHH — U3BECTHBII
aMmepuKaHCKUH ¢aHTacT, pomuics B 1913 rony, a ymep B 1988. U 3a cBorwo
HEMalyIo KH3Hb OH Hamucall Toxe Hemano. [IpaBna, poMaHOB Y HEro TOJNBKO
TpHu (cumrad U «Jlrope#t TEMBIY), HO 3aTo GoJiee MATH JECATKOB PaccKa3oB U
TIOBECTE.

EcTp y Hero Tpu HeGonbluue cepud, 0ObEIMHEHHBIE KaXIast CBOMMH
reposiMud. M1 B mepBoM TOMe 3TOro 3aMedaresisHOro (aHTacTa s pemmi
NOCTapaThcs AaTh Kak pa3 ux.

B nepBoit cepunm «Konbu u J[leBepen» OTBaXHbIH KOCMHYECKHH
MONULEACKUI FOHAETCA 332 KOCMHMUYECKHMM K€ IMPECTyNHHKOM, M BO BpeMs



HOTOHH OHU 0062 MOCTOSAHHO MONAJIAI0T B Pa3IHYHbIE IEPUNIETHH, CBA3aHHBIE C
kocMoronueil CoTHETHOH CHCTEMBI M 0COOCHHOCTAMH HEKOTOPBIX €€ IUIAaHET.
Cepus cocrouT u3 Tpex O6onpmux paccka3oB. K coxaneHuro, mocieqHuii u3
HEX, «JIroou ¥ 3epkajno», A MOCYUTAI HEITHYHBIM NOMENATh Cofa (XOTA H
HiepeBen), MOTOMY YTO B HBIHEIIHEM K€ TOXY OH BBIIIEN B GONBIIOM, TOJICTOM
KOJUIEKTUBHOM COOpHHMKE B MaloTHpaxke. IIOBTOPATBCA HE XOTENOCh,
nockonbKy «BAAK®D», KOTOpYIO0 51 COCTABIIAI0 M NEPEBOXKY, HU3JaeT JIMIIb
«HOBBIEY, €Ilie HeU3IaHHbIE NPOU3BEICHIIA.

Cepus «Cun Xomnmediep u Yuin Kappucrep» Toke COCTOMT M3 Tpex
NIPOU3BENICHU, U NMEpBO€ U3 HUX MHE OMATH-TAKH HE YIAIOCh BKJIIOYHTH B
JaHHbIH cOopHUK. Ho TyT yXKe 51 caMm cebe nepermen B jopory. Pacckas u3 atoii
CepuM A NMOCTaBUN B COOpHHK Ipo miaHeTy KOmuTep, KOTOPHIii BBI, MOXET,
yxKe npountany (unu Oyaere YUTaTh), @ MOCKOJBKY HM B aMEPHKaHCKOM 6Ga3e
JaHHBIX, HU B Oubnnorpaduu Ha Pantiabe, mogeMy-To He O6BUTH 0603HaYCHBI
5TH NPOU3BEICHU MMEHHO Kak cepus (Kak, BIPOYEM, H TPEThi Cepusi U3
JAHHOTO cOOpHHKa), TO s IepeBeNl U BKIIOYMI pacckas B «lOmurep», a yx
noToM, paboras Haa ToMoM PokinHHA, ¢ yIuBIeHHEM OOHAPYXKU, YTO FepoU
B TPeX paccka3ax ONHH U Te ke, Ja M BceneHHas coBHagaeT B HEKOTOPBIX
neraysax. [ToaToMy ceprs BRIXOOUT TYT OIATH-TaKH 0€3 OMHOI0o MPOU3BEICHHUS.

U toneko TpeTha cepus, «Ilecuansiii [lecy, npencTasieHa HEIUKOM, HO
OHa W3HAYAJIbHO COCTOHUT U3 TOJIBKO ABYX OOJBIIMX PaccKa3oB.

OnuH pacckas B cOOpHHKE — caMblii TOCNeNHM, «3a KUIImei 30HOW» —
HeCEepUIHBINA, HO BOIIEJ OH CHOJIa HE MPOCTO pajxu oobeMa. OH Kak pa3 CITyKUT
NokasaresieM, HacKOJIbKO pa3sHooOpaseH POKJIWHH B CBOMX (hpaHTaCTHYECKHX
uaeax. Jleno B Tom, 4T0 B paccka3ax «B meHTpe TaroreHus», «Oburarenu
my3slpeii», Kak U B «3a KUIAIEH 30HOI», MecToM HeHCTBHA SABIAETCA
npugymManHas PoxIMHHOM IUTaHeTa BHYTPU opOHTHI Mepkypus, Onmkaiimas
k ConHIly ¥ HOcAIas BO BCEX TPeX NMPOM3BEINEHUAX Ha3BaHUe BynkaH. Ho B
Ka)XX[IOM TPOHM3BEJCHUHN 3TO COBEPIICHHO WHOI BynkaH, ¢ MHBIMU yCIOBUAMM
XKW3HU Ha HEM, U C MHBIMH oOMTaTe/sIMU — Na-Aa, AaXe B T€X YyHOBUIIHBIX
ycnoBusax PokinuHH Hacenwt BynkaH pasiuYHBIMHM HE TOJNBKO JKHUBBIMH, HO H
pasyMHBIMH CymecTBaMu. Ha Mo#t B3N 3TO CITY>KUT MOKa3aTeIeM, HaCKOJIbKO
OpHUTHHANbHBIE, CAMOOBITHBIE U pa3HO0Opa3Hble uaeH y PokinunHa. Yutats ero
HHTEPECHO elie U I03TOMY, [IOMHMO TOTO, YTO ()aHTaCTHKa y HETO, pa3yMeeTcs,
HAIOJIHEHA 3aXBaThIBAIOIUMHU IIPUKITIOYCHUSAMHU.

MHe ocTaeTcs 1006aBUTh, UTO HU HIEH, HU CTHIb Y POKITMHHA He KaXKyTCs
MHE apXandHBIMH, a, HAPOTHB, BIIOJIHE )KUBBIMH Y HE yTPaTUBIIMMHU UHTEPEC.
A BHepeny y MeHs BTOpPOH TOM JBYXTOMHHMKa. B oTinudue oT mepsoro, ero s
XO4y TIOCBATHTH [eJlaM HE KOCMUYECKUM, a 6oliee «IPU3eMIICHHBIMY.

Bcero BaM 1o6poro!

Amngpeii Bypuer









B LEHTPE TAITOTEHUA

OBA OHM - neiirenant [Hxek Konbu u Onsapn JleBepen — Bucenu
6e3 BeAKOi BUAMMO# MoJIep KKK B Bo3ayxe. Bokpyr 6bu10 651 cO-
BEPLICHHO TEMHO, €c/ii OBl He JMy4 cBeTa (pOHapHKa, HAIPABIEHHOIO
JIEHTEeHaHTOM Ha apeCTOBaHHOTO.

Jhxexk Konbu apnsica npsaMoi conHaabHOM MPOTHBOMOIOKHOCTBIO
Onpapaa leBepena. Dxek Konbu, neiitenant MexmianerHoil [Tonn-
MY, GBUT IIMPOKO M3BECTEH, KaK HEYyCTaHHBIM MpeciexoBareib npe-
CTYNHHKOB. A Dnsapa Jleepen H ObUT IPECTYITHUKOM, M B JaHHBIA MO-
meHT Konbu Harnan ero. IIpecnenoBanue Ha4anoch Ha COOCTBEHHOM
none Jlesepena — o6nacTH €ro NMUpaTcKoi aKTUBHOCTH, — B KPacHBIX
MycThIHAX Mapca ¥ Ha mpope3alomuX NeckH IMUPOKHX KaHalax.

O6a ObUTH OHETHI B JKECTKHE CKaaHAphI, KOTOPBIE YEJIOBEK ObLI
BBIHYX/JIEH HOCHTB B KocMoce. [Ipo3padHble 1I1eMbl JaBald XOPOLIHH
0630p, u JleBepen Harmo risgen Ha Konb6u. Ho Konbu 6su1 ocBeleH
cnabo, TULIb B OTPaXXEHHOM OT CKadaHIpa npecTynHHKa cBeTe ¢oHa-
puKa, Tak yto [leBepen BHAEN JIMILB CepyIO TeHb Ha (pOoHe MOIHO# TeM-
HOTBI, IPOCTHPAIOLIEHCS BO BCE CTOPOHBI.

— Hy, 1 4T0? — cipocw1 OH, NMPE3PUTENBHO YCMEXAACh W MOKa3bIBas
Gernpie 3yObl, OueHb Oenble B cBeTe OHApHKA.

— Hy, u Huuero, — B ToH emy otBetisi Konbu. — A yto BBl Takoii
paznpaxkeHHbIi? Yero bl oxxunanu? LBeToB U mamnanckoro? Bel xxe
3HAJH, YTO 1 BCE PaBHO JOTOHIO Bac. JIo/bkeH ke 1 MoAAep>KUBAaTh CBOH
peKopabl HUKEM He MOOUTHIMH.

JeBepen noxan ruiedamu. 310 6bLIO0 MPEKPACHO BUIHO Yepe3 CTEKIIO
uieMa.

— OaMH npeueseHT HUYero He J0Ka3bIBaeT.

— Ho s nymaro, nokassiBaet. M xBatur 06 3TOM.

Kon6u BHUMaTensHO pa3misabiBal auuo nupara. HecomuenHo, Jle-
Bepen Obln KpacuB, KyZa KpacHBee JISHTEHaHTa C €ro Xy/[OUIaBbIM JIH-
LIOM U BbIJAIOLIEHCs BIIEPE HIKHEH YemOCThIO.

V JleBepena 6bUT MPSMOH HOC, MPUBJIEKATENbHBIE, XOTA H HaJIMEHHO
CKpUBHBLIHECS I'yObl M CHHHE IV1a3a, B NTyOHMHE KOTOpbIX MepLajia He-
Kasi, 4yTb JIX He KOJIIOBCKas CHJIa.

— Jagaiite, 3a0yzeM, YTO Bbl apeCTOBaHHBIH H MPOCTO MOTOBOPHM,
— npenoxui Konbu. — MHe mo0OomneITHO, MoveMy Bbl BHICATHIMCH Ha
Bynkane?

—ITouemy? — paccMmesicsa [leBepen. — A Bbl XOTenu, YTOOBI 1 pUHYJICA
npsamukoM B ConHue? Ber HacTynanu MHe Ha nATKH. S BBIHY)XIEH ObLT
NOKHHYTh Mapc, Korna Mos maika KaHaJbHBIX rpabutened pazbexa-
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“Then I fell in—from a long jump! I couldn’t avoid it!”

Atthe Center of Gravity

Accident in the spaceways!

by Ross Rocklynne

nace nepen pxexom Konbu m ero nonuuerckumu. Brl npecnenosanu
Mens, Konbu, kak eilie HUKTO B 3TOH >xu3HU. S XoTen ynerers Ha 3eMino
— TaM, BEpOATHO, MHE YIAJIOCh ObI CKPHITHCS, HO BBl OTPE3aJId MHE IyThb.
51 narpaBuncs 6su10 Ha BeHepy — Ta ke ucropus. Tak, 4ro MHe ocTa-
Bajioch, kpoMe Bynkana? Mepkypuii ceiiuac HaxXOmWTCH MO APYTYIO
cropony Connua. [la, HaBepHOe, s CBals] Aypaka, MPU3EMIMBIIHCH
37Iech, TaK KaK 3HaJl, YT0 HIMEHHO 3TOTrO Bbl OT MeHs U XoTenu. Ho BbI
K€ 3HaeTe, YTO MyCTOe NMPOCTPAHCTBO M 3BE3MBI JEIAIOT C YEJIOBEKOM.
I'pomana BceneHHOlH cO37a€T y HEro KOMIUIEKC HEMOTHOLEHHOCTH H
OIyCKaeT HaCTPOEHHE HIKE IUIMHTYCA. I MMEIo B BUY, YTO YE€JIOBEKY
CTaHOBHUTCS Bce 6€3pa3IMyHO. S| HCTIBITBIBAI HEYTO NMOAOOHOE, a, KPOME
TOro, YCTal OT npecnenosanus. [loromy s 1 npusemnmics Ha Bynkane,
XOTS 3HaJI, YTO Ha €r0 MIAJKOH MOBEPXHOCTH He ObLIO YKPBITHS.
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— U oxazanocs, — mepedun ero Konbu, — 4to ykpsITHE BCE K€ ObLIO.
To, rne s Hawren Bac.

— Hy, 1 xakas BaM ¢ 3TOro nonib3a, — iCKpeHHe paccMesica Jlesepen.
— CornacHo MaHOMeTpy Ha MOEM KHUCIIOPOAHOM OallJIOHE, 1 HE IPOXKMBY
¥ JBaJIaTH 4eThIpeX 4acoB. M roToB yIBOHUTH CTaBKy, YTO BBl B TAKOM
e nonoxeHun. Y Het Hukakoro criocoba 6ercrea. Hy, Tak BOT, — Med-
TaTeJIbHO MPOAO/DKAJ OH, — MPEANONaralo, 4YTo Moy Ha TOT CBET He
onuH. A mpuxsady ¢ co0oii koma. Sl Bcerna 3Haj, YTO 3TUM KOHYHTCS.
OTOT mocnenHuii TPIOK Ha KaHale MMneparpulib! JO/DKeH ObL1 BHIpY-
9uTh MeHA. — OH BBITAHYN IIE0 M MpHUCTalibHO nmocMotpen Konbu B
m1aza. — Ho BBI NPHBBIKJIM NPOBEPATH BCE JOCKOHAIBHO. I1ooTOMY MBI
C BaMH 3/1eCh, U TOTOBUMCS yMepeTb. Ho kTo 13 Hac momy4un 6onbmuit
NMUHOK? BaMm HpaBHTCS cakaTh JIOIEH B TIOppMY? DTO IOCTABIAET BaM
yaoBosbCTBHE. A MHe? MHe BOT 1OCTaBWIO OBl yAOBOJIILCTBHE YKPacTh
KOJIbIIA C TOJICTHIX NMaJIbLIEB CaMOM MMIIEPaTPHLIbL.

B OTBET HA 51y peus Konbu noxan mieyamu.

— Bo3moxHo, u Tak. [laBaiite koH4arh ¢unocodcrBoBath. Kak Bbl
BOOOLIe HAIIH 3Ty ABIPY?

— Ha 1 ee u He ucka. Bynkan HHKOrZa He Kazancs CTOSLIHM Noapo6-
HBIX UCCJICIOBAHHUM, TO3TOMY HHMKTO HE 3HAaeT MHOTHE MOTpsACAoLIHe
¢axrsl 06 310l MIaHete. S yBUIeN ABIPY B CBETE 3B€3/1, KOT/A JIETeN B
OecATH KWIOMeTpax Haj NMoBepXHOCThi0. OHa ObLIa METPOB COpOKa B
NIOTNIepeYHHKEe Ha HOYHOM CTOPOHE, M HaXOOWIach B BOCBbMHUAECATH KH-
JIOMeTpax OT JAHEBHOM CTOpPOHBI. BO BCAKOM ciyuae, s Tak yBHIEIN €€,
a MOCKOJIBKY TTOHMMAJI, YTO BBl YK€ JIETUTE 32 MHOH IIE-TO N0 HOYHO#H
CTOPOHE, TO He CTaJl IONTro pa3ayMbIBaTh, a IMPOCTO BBIIIEJN U3 KOpabiis
U IpBIrHYI B Hee. J{pipa, — mpogoynkan Jesepen, — okasanack NTyOOKOH,
s majaJji B Hee MHOTo 4acoB. [lonararo, BbI IOHSIH, 4TO 4 3J€Ch, KOrma
HAIIUTH ABIpY, na?

— INocne Toro, kak cam Hayal Ianarh B Hee, — KuBHyn Konbu. — S
OCMOTpeN BCIO HOYHYIO CTOPOHY M He Halllesl Bac. A IHEeBHasi CTOPOHa,
pasymeeTcs, CIMLIKOM rops4a. [TlostoMy s BepHynca K AByM KopalisiMm.
ITo kpaiiHeii Mepe, rae ObI BBl HU OBLTH, BBl SBHO HE NOKHUHYIIH ILIAHETY.
[TosToMy 51 IpBITHYA B 3Ty AbIpY. Sl HE MOT MOCTYNMTH MHave. S maxan
NPUMEPHO CeMb 4acOB, — MPOAOJDKAJI OH, — M Havyall [10103peBaTh, YTO
BynkaH BHYTpHU MOJIbIi, KaK ITy3bIpb, BEPOSTHO, B pe3yNbTaTe I'MraHT-
CKOTO BHYTPEHHEro B3pbIBa, MPOU3OLIEAIIErO HEMOCPEACTBEHHO M0
TOrO, KaK JaBHBIM-JaBHO OXJIAAWICA. A KakOH-TO ApPYroi B3pbIB Ipo-
6un B ero kope Aplpy. CHayana s yMall, YTO OCTaHOBIIIOCH I7Ie-TO Ha
BHyTpeHHel nosepxHocTH. Ho mocie Honrux pasMmsillieHHH MOH,
yto oumnbancs. Eciiu minaHeTa nelcTBUTENBHO oNas, To s Oyay JieTeTh
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JI0 LIEHTPa C MOCTOSHHO yMEHBINAIOIIEHCH CKOPOCThIO. B 3akoHe Tsro-
TEHHUs CKa3aHO, YTO KaXKAas YacTHULa MaTepud Bo BceneHHO# nputs-
ruBaeT JMoOYy10 JIpyTylo YacTUILy C CHJIOH, MPSAMO MPONOPLIMOHAIBHOMN
CyMMe MX Macchl H 00paTHO NpOMOPLMOHANIbHA KBAJIPaTy PACCTOSHUS
MeXIy MX HeHTpaMu. Pazymeercs, BynkaH, sBnssce cdepudueckum,
HMeeT CHITY MPUTSDKEHHUS Tak XKe, Kak U CHTy OTTalkuBaHus. [ paBuTa-
IIIOHHAs CHJIa, OTTAIKHUBAIOLIAs MEHA OT LIEHTPa, MEHBIIE, YeM NPUTS-
TMBaOIIasi K HEMY, HO [0 Mepe MOero MpHOIMKeHHS K 9TOMY LIEHTPY
OHU YPaBHHMBAIOTCA M HEWTPaIM3yIOT Jpyr Apyra, Korga s Iornajaro
CIOIa, B LIEHTP NpUTsHDKeHUs. Mbl nafany B LieHTp Bynkana no npsmMot,
HO eCJId OBl IoJI0M ObL1a 3eMits, TO Takoro Okl He 6bu10. TaMm MBI aganu
OBl MO cHMpainy u3-3a BpalleHUs Hamel roiaHetel. Ho BynkaH-To He
BpallaeTcs BOKPYT OCH.

Cyng mo ero paccyKAeHHMsM, UX Tena OyayT majaarh, IMOKa He J10-
CTUTHYT TOYHOro LeHTpa Bynkana. KomGu koneHoM OTTONKHYMCS OT
Hesepena.

— BbI ye He pa3 HaCMELUIHBO OTO3BAIMCH O MPOU3BEACHHOM MHOIO
apecre, — ckazant Konbu nocne Heponroro momuanus. — Ho nouemy?

— IHoToMy uTO OTCIO2 HET HUKAKOTo criocoba ydexarb, — CIIOKOHHO
orseTun JleBepen. — HaBepHoe, BbI cuMTaeTe Tak ke, XOTH elle U He
oco3HaJH 3Toro. iHaue BbI ObI cpa3y 3aKkoBaJId MEHS B HApy4YHHKH. BoT
Hama cutyauus! Bynkan noneiid. M s yBepeH, 4TO €CTh TOJNIBKO OAMH
BBIX0AA. MBI ceituac B LieHTpe. Hy, 1 kak Mbl Oynem BeIOHpaTbes otTciona?
Ot 3arajika, 4 s 3HaIO Ballle NepBOE NPEANOIOKEHHUE.

— Hy, nagHo, 1 ero cnenato. Kak Hacuet peaktuBHOH Taru? Y mens
CTO 3aps/I0B B Gractepe, a y Bac Ha Mosice €CTh elle WTYK MATHAECHT.

— He yrapanu, — HacMenuuBo nokavan ronosoi Jlesepen. — S my-
MaJl 00 3TOM — 3TO Be/lb BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHAs MBICHb. SI mpoObLT 30ech
HECKOJIbKO YacoB JI0 Balllero MOSBJICHHA, H Y MEHs ObLIO BpeMs nopas-
MeiciuTh. Ho uto 651 Bel HU BeIOpany, 310 He cpaboraet. Cyaure camu.
Bynkan umeer neBATHCOT KWioMeTpoB B nuamerpe. Kopa ero, Bepo-
STHO, METPOB CTO B TOJILIWHY — OoJiee TOHKas AaBHO ObI TpeCHysa OT
COJIHEYHOT'O NPUTHKEHHS. 3HAYUT, HAaM HY>KHO IMPONIETETh TPUCTA NATh-
JecAT KWIOMETPOB — 10 BHYTPEHHEH CTOPOHBI. A Koraa Msl 1o6epemcs
TyJzia, TO MOABIsAETCS NpoblieMa — Kak HalTH JbIpy, KOTOpast MOXKET HaXo-
IUTHCS Ie YTOAHO Ha BHYTPEHHEH MOBEPXHOCTH. A 5TO BechMa OOIIHp-
Has o0nacte. Ho, BeposTHO, MBI Aaxke He foGepeMes 0 Hee XOTs Obl 1o-
TOMY, 4TO He Oy/1eM 3HaTh, JIETUM MbI K HOYHO#M CTOPOHE WIIH K THEBHOM.
Wnu He nBvbkeMes i MblI o kpyry. Hy, ckaskeM, MBI Bce ke qoOpaiuch
10 BHyTpeHHe# noBepxHocTu. Kak MBI ocTaHeMcs Tam? bynem Bucers,
YXBaTHBIIUCH 32 BBHICTYIAIOIIKE CKaIbI? A YTO, €CIH He YIepXKUMCs?
Torma MbI CHOBa ynazieM B LIGHTp. A Takke, BHyTPEHHSS IOBEPXHOCTH,
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BEPOATHO, MPEACTABIIAET COOOM CIUIOMHOMN OYar XMMHU4ECKOi aKTHBHO-
ctu. MHave oTkyna B3sumch ObI 31ech 3TU ra3bi? — OH pe3Kko B3MaXHyl
PYKO#, U pa3falics CBHCT, OATBEpXKAAOMMil ero cioBa. — [loBepsre,
BOBCcE He 3a0aBHO JEpXKaTrbcs 3a pacKaJeHHbIH 0a3aJIbTOBBIH BBICTYII,
Jlake HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MEepYaTKy HalIuX ckadaHIpOB — Xopoliue
usonsTopbl. He mymaiite, 4ro s 6010Ch pHCKOBaTh, — TYT Xe OBICTPO
nobaBui oH. — Ho y Hac HeT HM eIMHOro maHca. 310 mpocro Gosee
KOPOTKHI IyTh K CMEPTH.

CJIYHIAS ETO, Konbu BHe3anmHoO BBIKIIIOYHII CBOH (OHAPHK.

— Brl BUzenu TpelMHbl B CTeHKax AbIpBI, — ckasai oH. — Ho...

— Ecnu nonyuurcs nobparscs Tyaa, — 3aiyMYHBO COIVIACHJICS OH C
HEBBICKa3aHHOMN MBICIIBIO, — MBI TIONPOOYeM BOCHONB30BaThes 3THM. U
€CJTH MOTy4YHUTCs, TO CyMEeM Jlake BhIOpaThCs Ha noBepxHocTh. Ho...

B ronoce ero 3Byuano rirybokoe COMHEHUE.

OH BBIUIBUI W3 TEMHOTH! M CTYKHYJICS B CKaaHIp MOIMLEHCKOrO.
Konbu moutu co 310cThio OTTONKHYN JleBepena, HO TyT Xke Moxaels 00
sToM. TlonoxxeHne ux GBUIO CIMIIKOM CEPbE3HBIM I MENOYHbIX MpO-
SIBJICHHH CHEBa.

— Ilpocrure, — ckasan oH. — HepBol yxxe Hu K uepty. Jleture crona.

— S TyT mapio no 3aKkoHaM TAroTeHus, — 6o1po oTo3Basics JleBepen.
— Ckopo mpuiedy K BaM. A TeM BpeMEHeM, O, OIUIOT 3aKOHHOCTH H
NpaBoONOPSAIKA, BaLl MOJHLEHCKUN YM JIO/DKEH ObuT ObI y>ke BBIACHHUTD,
CKOJILKO BPEMEHH HaM OCTaJIOCh.

Kon6u npomornyain, Ho JleBepen nponoynkai 6e33a00THHIM TOHOM:

— MB&I BioniHE MOXKEM IMOECTh, I0CNATh, I0yMarh, a 3aTEM BOCIIOJ/Ib-
30BaThCA BALIMM MPEIIOKEHUEM O peakTUBHOH Tare. Mnu MoxkeM npo-
CTO MOAOXKAATh, MOKA HE 3aKOHYMTHCSA KUCIIOPOI B HamMX OaJuioHaX,
a 3aTeM pacnaxHyTh ckadaHapel. Okpyxarowas atMochepa, BEpOsTHO,
BECbMa CMEPTOHOCHA.

YM Konbu, GeicTpslii 1 rTHOKHH, TYT XKe YXBaTHICA 3a €ro CJIOBa.

— MunyTky! — paBkHy OH. — JleBepen... Moxer ObITh, 51 pelus 3a-
nady. Ho Ham HyxHO momymarb. — OH BKIIOUMI (OHApHUK, Mpope3as
TEMHOTY €ro JIyuoM, U ocBeTun Juuo JleBepena. — Uto BBl 3HaeTe O
Bynkane? — norpeboBait oH.

— A 4TO 0 HeM MOXKHO 3HaTh? — rox<a riedamu Jlesepern, 3aTeM nmpo-
JoJpkan: — BynkaH 6bU1 OTKPHIT B cepeiMHe NEeBATHAALIATOrO BeKa Ofi-
HHUM (ppaHILy30M, KOTOPbIH yBHIEN MATHBIIIKO Ha MoBepxHocTy ConHia.
Hukro Toraa W He moaymall, YTO 3TO IUIAHETA, BCE PELIMIH, YTO 3TO
npocTo conHeuHoe nATHO. [lotom o HeM Bce 3a6bputi. M BrOpHuHO ero
OTKPBUIH YK€ B IBaJLIaTh TPETHEM BEKe, KOT/la Ha4yaJliCh AajbHUE KOC-
MHYeCKHe MOoJeThl. BylkaH UMeeT JeBITCOT KMIIOMETPOB B IHAMETPE,
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Bcerga obpaimeH Kk COJHILy OIHOM CTOPOHOM, HaXOAWTCS Ha YPE3BBI-
YalHO DKCLEHTPUYHON OpOHTE, ro/l €ro COCTaBISET TPH 3E€MHBIX Me-
csla, a oOpOUTa HAKJIOHEHA K IUIOCKOCTH SKJIUITTHKH MMOJ ere GoNpmmm
yriioMm, Hexenu y Mepkypus. Eme y Hero Beicokoe ann0efio. ..

— JocrarouHo, — npepan ero Konbu. — MeHs uHTEpecyeT ero skc-
ueHTpu4Has opbura. Ha kakoe paccrosnue oH moaxoaut k ConHiy B
nepureauu’?

— YyTb MeHblI€ NATH MIWLTHOHOB KWJIOMETPOB.

— A B adperuu?

— Copox MMJUITMOHOB KHJIOMETPOB.

KOJIBA KMBHYJI u cHoBa otonBuHYN OT cebs Jlepepena. PaBHas
Ut 000X OMAacHOCTH OTOJBHHYJIA UX JINYHBIE OTHOIIECHHS Ha 3aJHUM
miad. Konbu e xoren puckoBats. B mo6ol MOMEHT mocne apecta y
JeBepesna Opl1a BO3MOXKHOCTD B35Th PSBaHIII.

— Bynkan ceiiuac nouru TouHo B adenun. Ilocnymaiite: npeamnono-
JKMM, MBI TIPHMEM COMHOAUH W TIPOCIIMM 10 TEPHIeNus, WIH, CKOpee,
KOTJa IUTaHeTa OKakeTcs mouTH B nepurenuu. Torna ConHue. ..

TonyGrte maza JleBepena BCIBIXHYNIH, a PyKH JEpHY/IMCh, KOTAa OH
YAOBUI CMBICT ckazaHHoro Konbu.

— IloHs! — BOCKJIMKHY OH.

— Pasymeercs, HO 3TO elle HE MOBOA AJIA DHTY3Ha3Ma, HE Tak Ju? —
Kon6u ¢ mobonsiTcTBOM IIsiHYN Ha J{eBeperna. — Bel gymaere o Tom xe,
YTO U 4?7 — CIPOCHII OH.

JleBepen Ha MrHOBEHHE 3akosiebalics, 3aTeM YIBIOHYIICS.

— Koneuno! Bsi gymaere, yto ConHIe BHITAIIUT HAC. ..

— IMpaBunsHo. U 5TO 3BYYHT BIIOJIHE pasyMHO, He Tak u? Bosne ne-
purenus nputsbkenue ConHua OyaeT A0CTaTOYHO MOIIHBIM, YTOOBI CO-
37aTh 37€Ch BO3/yIIHOE TEYEHHE, KOTOPOE BBIHECET HAC U3 LIEHTpa MpH-
TSKEHUS 10 BHYTPEHHEH NOBEPXHOCTH JHEBHOM CTOPOHbI. Pazymeercs,
OCTaHyTCH Te TPYIHOCTH, O KOTOPHIX BBI YK€ YIIOMHHAIIH, KPOME OIac-
HOCTH ynacTb oOpatHo. U, pasymeercs, — noOaBUII OH yXKe C PE3KUM
pa3IipakeHHEM, — MPOXOXKIECHHE Yepe3 JbIpy OyAeT MoxXoxe Ha MOogbeM
u3 nponactyd. Ho Mbl OIKHBI pUCKHYTh. becrione3Ho npocro BUceTh
3[1€Ch, 3PS PACXOAys KHCIIOPOI.

JleBepen 3aragouHo NOCMOTpeEN Ha HETO U KOPOTKO KUBHYJ. Ha Mrao-
BeHHe Konbu BCTpeTwics ¢ ero XMypbIM, MPEUCTIONHEHHBIM 03a1a4eH-
HBIX COMHEHMIA B3IVIAIOM, 3aT€M OHH CHOBa CONPHUKOCHYIIUCH APYT C
JPYTOM.

— Y Bac ectb comuonun? — cripocut Konomu.

— EcTb, HO MHe elne He JOBOAWIIOCH UM NOJIb30BATHCS.
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— Oro BHonHe Ge3omacHo. Kaprep ucmons30Ban 3TOT Npemnapar B
2 490 rony, xorza ero kopabiib IOTy4u1 OBpexIeHHe Ha Ypane. [loka
OH ero IOYMHHJI, CTAaHLIMS 3anpaBk Ha ['aHumene, oqHo# U3 yH FOmu-
Tepa, OKa3aJlach YK€ CIIMIIKOM JAJIeKO, U €My He XBaTHJIO Obl TOIUIMBA
nobparecs 1o Hee. Torna oH NPUHSB COMHOMUH, TIPOCTIAN MATHAALATH
JieT, MoKa YpaH BHOBB He cOnmmsuncs ¢ FOnmurepoM, U 6iaromnoiryqHo no-
neren go 'anumena. Ho Ham npeacTouT npocnarh BCEro JIMIIb MECSILI.
I'on Ha Bynkane oueHb kopoTok. Yto BbI 06 3TOM IymMaere?

— 3By4MT IpeBocxonHo. Ho BaM He Hy>KHO crpaliBaTh MOHX COBe-
TOB — Bellb 5 Balll apeCTOBAHHBIH, KaK Bbl IOMHHTE.

Kon6bu npuiyprics. OH He MOT IPOITY CTUTB JIETKYIO HACMEIIKY, 10-
CIIBIIIIABIIYIOCS B TOHE NpecTynHuka. Ho Hudero nefcTBUTENBHO NMOI0-
3pHTENILHOTO OH HE BHJEJ, I03TOMY BHIOPOCHI M3 TOJIOBBI BCIYECKHE
COMHEHHS, 10 KpaiiHel Mepe, Ha BpeMs.

— Urak, npuHuMaeM comronun. 51 He OYEHb-TO BEpIO B CBOKO HACIO,
HO 3TO, N0 KpaliHel Mepe, aHc. be3 3Toro npenapara Mbl He IO)KUBEM
JI0 NIepUreNys Ha UMeloueMcs y Hac kucnopoze. XKajib, 4To Mbl HE MO-
JKEM IepelBUraTh 3Be31bl Tya, Kya HaM Hy>KHO, HO TaKOBa >KU3Hb.

Onu counmucek cHoBa. KonGu cnerka yneibHyncs, 3areM cxBatun [le-
Bepesia 3a IUIeYH M Pa3BEePHYJT CIIMHO# K cele.

— BBl yx npocTHTe, — CKa3all OH, — HO €CJIH BbI IPOCHETECH HEMHOTO
paHblle MEHA, TO MOXXETe CHOBAa IPHUHATECA 3a MpPEXKHHE (POKYCHI.
Yro-To ecTh B BalIMX IV1a3aX, Kojulera. Tak 4To pyKH 3a CIHHY !

B otBer JleBepen BHE3anHO BBIKPYTHJICS Y HETO M3 PYK U OT 3TOTO
JBIDKSHMS NOIUIBLI Hazaj, a J1y4d ¢oHapuka Konbu urpan Ha Hem. ['yOb1
NpecTyNMHUKA ObUTH YIPSIMO CTUCHYTHI.

Kon6u onsate ynsiOHymnes.

— Her-ner, leBepen. Mnu HapyYHHUKH, WK BOT 3TO! — OH BBIXBaTHII
Onactep M HaBeJl ero Ha IPEeCTYIHUKA.

Ha MraoBeHue B3misAbl HX BCTPETWINCH. 3aTeM JleBepen oTBen masa.

— Bb1 moGeaunu, — pe3ko ckazal OH.

Yepes HeKoTOpOE BpeMsl OH NpPHUILIbLT 00paTHO, 1 Konbu 3amenkHyn
cneuMaibHble HApyYHHKH Ha MaH)KETax ero ckagaxpa.

IToToM noBepHyN1 CKOBAHHOTO MPECTYNHUKA U MOCBETHIT (POHAPUKOM
eMy Ha nosic. TaMm, pamoM ¢ koOypo# 6racTepa ¥ rHe3AaMu U1 3apsAIOB,
BUJIHENCS psl 6eNnbIX KHOMOK.

— ComHonun TpeTbs KHOIIKA cileBa, — npobopmoran [esepen.

Konbu nHaxan ee. TyT ke B ckadaHIpe BHIABUHYJICA TOHKHH LIyTI,
Jiepika B 3a)KHMe LIapUK cCOMHONUKA. JleBepest IPOTAHYJICS ¥ IPOIVIOTHII
npenapar. l1{yn co memukom BTSHYJCS Ha MECTO.

— Bonsl, — npo6opmoran Jlesepen. — [Iepeas kHoMKa cripaBa.
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KonGu Haxkal1 KHOIIKY, BBIIBUHY/Iach TOHKas METaJUTH4ecKas Tpyoka.
JeBepen nococan ee ¥ B3IOXHYII.

— MBI pocuM 0KOJIO Mecsla, BEpHO?

Jhxex Konbu HeBHATHO OypKHYN B OTBET, BHUMATENIFHO VIS €My B
JIMIIO, ¥ OTMETHIL, KaK CTEKJIEHEIOT ero I1a3a, a Ha rybax pacrnonzaercs
COHHas TOJTYyNBIOKa.

3areM OH OBICTPO MPOIIOTHN CBOHM LIAPHK, BHIKIIOYMWI (OHAPUK H
TIOTPY3HJICS B HEMPOIIAHYIO TEMHOTY. Y cTas eroHsKo napyuTh B HEl.
BHe3zamHo 00 ero ckadaHap 4yTh CTykHyncs [eBepen.

— CNOKOHHBIX CHOB, — CKa3aJl OH.

— Jlo6poii Houu, — orBeTr Konbu u paccmestics npo cebs.

B 3TOM CHe He MoXeT OBITh HUKAKHUX CHOB, IIOTOMY YTO COMHOMUH
PEe3KO Tpekpalnaet Bce (pU3NONIOrHIEeCKHUe Peakluy B Telie.

Ero MbICITM OKyTan TyMaH, KOTOPBIi MPOH3MIa BHE3aMMHas APOCTb.

— JlexapcTBO He cpaboraet! He cpabotaer! — HECKOJNBEKO pa3 MOBTO-
pHI OH.

3areM OH y)ke He MOT HH O YeM AyMaTb, U B IOJIOBE Y HEro BOLIApH-
Jlach Takas K€ TbMa, Kak u cHapyku. Co3HaHUE CTallo Cy»KaThbCs, Ipe-
BPaTHJIOCH B KPOILIEYHYIO TOUKY, a IocJie ucyesnna U oHa. Konbu ycHym.

KOI'TA OH npocHyJics, IEPBbIM YyBCTBOM OBLIO, YTO OH, Bpalla-
SICh, JICTUT BBEPX M3 npomnacTH. B ronoBy Hayamu pobko Bo3Bpamarbcs
CHa4ajia KOPOTKHE MBICIIH, [IOTOM OHM OOBEIUHIINCH B LICTIOYKH U CO-
3[aJM 4yJ0, HazbiBaeMoe namsaTheio. Torga Konbu npuinen B ce6s u yc-
JIBIIAJI KAKOH-TO 3BYK, KOTOPbIH 3alOJTHWJI TEMHOTY, HO TYT )K€ HCUe3.

— Hesepen! — 3akpuyan oH. — Yro 310?

— A, BBI IPOCHYJTUCH, — Pa3aJIoch B OTBeT. — CaMoe BpeMs.

Konbu cobpasncs ¢ MbICHAMY, BKJIIOUWI (POHAPHK U €ro Jyd yAapHi
npsMo B nuio JleBepena.

— Be1 naBHO npocHynmucs? — cnpocun Konbu. — Panu Beex yepreii B
ajty, 4To 310 OBLI 32 peB?

Jesepen ycmexHynes.

— Oto OBIT 5, — OTBEeTHI OH. — ] He cIuTO yXe 4yaca aBa. Y MeHd
BEC HEMHOTO OOJIbIIIe, YeM Y Bac, MOSTOMY COMHONUH TIOAEHCTBOBAN Ha
MeHs 4yTh crabee. — OH B3IOXHYN. — DTO KPHKHYN 5, TpOCTO 3a6aBbl
pamu. Bo-niepBhIX, KOrzia s MPOCHY/CS, TO OTTOJIKHYJICA OT Bac, YTOOBI
MOCMOTPETh, KaK JajleKo MOry omiereTs. OKa3aloch, 4TO HE OUEHb Ja-
nexo. 51 Bcerna Bo3Bpataiics o6parHo. MHe cTano y>KacHO CKY4HO, U s
nonpo6oBan nokpuyarb. MHe MpOCTO CTal0 MHTEPECHO, HE OTPa3UTCsA
JIM 3BYK OT BHYTPEHHEH MOBEpXHOCTH Bynkana u He BepHeTcs 1M 00-
paTHO, ThICAYEKPATHO yCHJIeHHbIH. Hukakoro sxa noka He BO3HHKIIO,
HO 51 HaJIeloCh YCIIBILIATh ero B moboi MoMeHT. Torma s monpoGosan
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netb. Bel 3aMeTWIH, KaK y>KacHO 3BydYar 3Jech Hawu ronoca? Tak BoT,
NIeHHe OKazanock eme Xyxe. Ha 3emie mobas HoTa Bo30y»KIaeT COTHH
CMEIIaHHbIX 9X0. 3A€Ch JK€ 3ByKaM He OT 4Yero oTpakarbcs. A 3aTeM s
W31 OCIIEIHHUIA BOILIb, KOTOPBIH BBl M YCIIBILIANH.

— BecbMa paj, 4To S He MpPOCHYJCS paHbIle U He yCIbILIaJ Baliie
neHue, — cyxo 3ametw1 Konbu, noMomyal, noToM MeIIeHHO NPOroBo-
pwi: — Ilypusie BectH, JleBepen. Korma s yxxe 3aceinan, y MEHsS BO3-
HHUKJIa offHa MBIC)Ib. COJIHEUHOE NPUTIKEHHE HE MOXKET BBITAIUTH HAC
M3 LIEHTpA.

JleBepen He BbIKa3aJl HUIKAKOTO YIUBIIEHHS.

— 51 3T0 3HaI0, — CIIOKOIHO OTBETWII OH. — 5] MBICIIIII IOTITYOXXe U MpH-
LieJl K TakoMy ke 3aKkmodeHuio. U Bel 3Haete, mouemy?

OH nozepran CKpy4YeHHBIMHM 3a CIIMHOH PYyKaMH, CJIOBHO IBITasCh
JKECTHUKYJIHPOBATh.

— Bropoii 3akon Kemnepa, — neyansHo orBetwn Konbu, misns, kak
Jlesepen nepraer pykamu. — [loBepHUTECH, — BHE3aIMHO CKa3ajl OH. — Sl
CHHMMY 5TH MPOKJIAThIE HAPYYHHKH, YTOOBI BaM ctaso yanobHee. Teneps
5TO HE UIMEEeT HMKAKoro 3HayeHus. — OH pa3oMkHy: 3ansicThs [leBepena
U noBTOpMII: — Bropoii 3akon Kernepa. Bekrop panuyca niaHeTs! onu-
CBIBA€T paBHbIe 00JIACTH B PaBHBIE IPOMEXYTKH BPEMEHH, UTO U SBIIS-
eTcs JI0Ka3aTeIbCTBOM, YTO HeM OJIiDKe IUIaHeTa HaXOAMTCS K CBOEMY
BeIyleMy, TO TeM OoJiblie ee yIioBas CKOpocThb. YTo o3Ha4aer, 4yTo
LEHTpOoOeKHas CHJIa BCe PaBHO paBHA LIEHTPOCTPEMHTEBHOM.

— Takum obpaszom, — kuBHyn JleBepen, — Hac OTOpachIBaeT K HOYHOM
CTOPOHE C TOH XK€ CHIIOH, YTO U NMPUTATHBAET K JHEBHOM.

OHM 3AMOJYAJIA. Hactynuna TUIOMHA, KOTOPYIO Hapyluanl
v JleBepern, uto-To Mypiibikas cebe nox Hoc. Konbu yausiieHHO mo-
[VIA/A€]T Ha Hero.

JleBepen noxa mie4yamu.

— Ecnu Mbl BBIOEpeMcs 0TCIONA, 1 YTOXKY B TIOPEMY. Tak 4TO MHeE Bce
paBHO, BbIOEpeMCs Mbl WJIM OCTaHeMcs TYT B TuieHy. Tc-c!.. Ceifuac Mbi
JIOJDKHBI YCJIBILIATh 3XO MOUX KPHUKOB, €CJIH OHO BOOOILE BO3HUKHET.

Konbu paccmesncsa. OH gaxke xajiell, 4TO He MOT pa3eNyTh B3IVIS/IbI
JeBepena, HO pelMI, 4YTO 3TO He Ui Hero. 3aTeM BHE3allHO OH MOo-
JIyMan O TOM, He OCHOBAaHO JIM HalyckHOe paBHoAywue JleBepena Ha
yeM-TO, Yyero Konbu He 3Has. MoxeT, BCe e CyLIeCTBOBAJIa BO3MOX-
HOCTB 6ercrsa orcrona?

YV Hero 4to-To 3a0pe3KUII0 B TrOOBE, HO XOA MBICIEH NpepBaics,
korza JleBepesi CHOBa HAaTKHYJICS Ha Hero. OH OTIIHXHYJI IPECTYMHUKA B
CTOpOHY, HO TYT k€ IIOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO caM Bpaiaetcs Kybapem. BHe-
3aITHO OH TIPOJIETEN TO KOPOTKOE PacCTOsSHHE, YTO OTAeNIo ero ot Jle-
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Bepelia, M ¢ ITyXUM CTYKOM yzAapuiics o0 Hero. 3aTeM NMpUHAICS BAPYT
BpalaThecs, cAeNan ofuH 0OOpOoT, BTOPOH, TPETHH, MIOKa He Jorajacs
yxBatHTh JleBepena 3a HOTH.

— 51 To)xe ABHTaloOCh MO CIIMpaIy, — MpodopmoTai JleBeper H npunty-
LICHHO paccMesJics, 3aTeM BAPYT 00XBaTUI CBOMMH JUTHHHBIMH pyKaMH
Kon6wu 3a Tanmuro.

Konbu cynyn ¢poHapuk B kKapMaH.

— Yrt0 510? — CHIpOCHII OH.

— Cnymaidite, — orBetun Jlepepen.

Konbu nmpuciymancs u ycnpimai OOpMOTaHHE W KaKHe-TO B3JOXH.
ITorom 6GopmoTtaHue nepepocio B TOHKOe 3aBbiBaHKe. Konbu o6xBaTui
pykaMHu cBoero apectoBaHHoro. OHHM Bpalajich Bce OBICTpee, 3aTeM
OCTaHOBHWJIUCH W BHE3AITHO IIOYYBCTBOBAJIH, YTO Ky/a-TO JIETAT Bce OBbI-
crpee u Obictpee. Konbu cnplnan, kak 3aBbIBaHHE CTAHOBHIOCH BCE
rpoMue, MoKa He IIEpEPOCIIO B POBHBIH, yCTOHYHBBIH I'yIl.

3areM, BHE3aIlTHO, UX CHOBA 3aBEPTEJIO M IIOHECIIO 10 CIIMPAJIH B [PO-
THUBOTIOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY C TaKOH CKOPOCTBIO, YTO OHH HOTEpsUIH Obl
JpYT Apyra, eciu Obl He OTITy CTHIM OOBATH.

IToTOoM OHM CTONKHYJIHCH, U METAUTHYECKHE CKadaHAPhI 3a3BEHEIH.
Jerepen paccmesica U eme kpermde ooxBarun Konbu. Konbu Toxe e
pazkuMaJl 3axBaTa. Y Hero He ObLIO BpeMEHHU MOPa3MBICIHTh HaJl TEM,
03HaYaeT JIM 5TO, YTO OHH OKA3aJIUCh B KAKOM-TO OBICTPO TEKYILEM IO~
Toke ra3za. Ilpogomkas Bpamars, HX OHECIIO KyIa-TO CO BCE YBEIHYH-
BAIOLIEHCA CKOPOCTBIO.

Jlerenu munyTHL. [onoa Konbu crana MyTHOM, MOTOMYy 9TO OT OBI-
CTPOrO BpalleHHUs OT Hee OTXJIbIHYJIa KpoBb. CMYyTHO, CJIOBHO H3[a-
JieKa, OH YCJTBILIAJ Ty, IPOpe3acMblii BpeMEHaMH KaKUMH-TO KPUKaMH.
Konbu nmogyman, xak B Opemy, 4TO BHYTpPHU TMOJIOH IUIAaHETHI BO3HHKIIO
MHOXKECTBO MOTOKOB T'a3a, KOH(QUIMKT KOTOPBIX M BbI3BaJl 3TOT OeaM.
Ho o npnuuHe 5THX NOTOKOB OH MOT IMUIL CMYTHO IIOAO3PEBATh.

KOJIBH HE 3HAJIL, cko/bKko BpeMeHH NMpoaomkanics ux nonet. [To
€ro NMpPUKUAKAM, 5TO JIHJIOCH OT TPHUALATH 0 copoka MUHYT. 1 Ha Ta-
KO¥ CKOPOCTH OHH JIOJDKHBI OBUTH MPOJIETETH YKe HE MEHbLIIE TOJIOBUHBI
pacCTOSHUSA, OTACABIIEIO UX OT BHYTPEHHEH ITOBEpXHOCTH Iapa. 3a-
TeM OHM HadaJHM OBICTPO TOPMO3UTh. 1 OMHOBPEMEHHO Hapy>KHas TeM-
neparypa craja ObICTpO pacTu.

Konbu nponomxkan aepxkarbes 3a esepena. M ato 65110 npaBuiisHo,
HOTOMY 4TO MHaye X Obl Bce BpeMs KOJIOTHJIO JIpyr o apyra. Konbu
OLYTWJI, KaK IO €ro TeXy CTPOHUTCH MOT M IPONUTHIBAET BHYTPEHHIOKO
onexy. OH pazkal OIHy PyKy, OCTaBHI PETYIIATOpP OXIAXKICHHS CKa-
¢daHapa Ha MAaKCHMYM U ¢ o0JierdyeHHeM MOYyBCTBOBa, KaK BO3AYX B
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ero ckadaHzpe Ha4an OCThIBaTh. Torna, HECKONBKO HEIOTUYHO, OH Bep-
HyJICS K MbICTaM 00 oxe JleBeperna B pellinl, YTO eciii ObI OT3BYKH €ro
NIEHH M BEPHYJIUCHh 00paTHO, TO MPOCTO 3aTePSIMCh Obl B ryJie BO3AYII-
HBIX IOTOKOB.

JIBibkeHHe MTOCTENeHHO 3aMeIsAnoch, KaK W BpalieHue. I e-To Bo
THhME MO-TIPEXKHEMY HE YTHXAJIH BETPa, HO 3[IeCh OHH OKa3aJIUCh B OoJte-
e-MeHee CIIOKOHHOM MecTe, THXOHBKO Maps B [IOTOKE TeIUIOro Bo3ayXa.

Konbu HeMHOro ycnokowics ¥ myOOKO B3MOXHY/. 3aTeM OTITYCTHII
HeBepena u nocran ¢oHapuk. B myye ero Ha MrHOBeHHE OH YBHIEN
BCTPEBOXKEHHOE BhIpPayKEHHE Ha JIMLE MPECTYTHMKA, HO OHO TYT )K€ pas-
MIaJHIoCh U ycnokounock. JleBepen ycMexHycs.

— He6onb1ok BeTepok, — Mpo6opMoTa OH.

— Ha, Berep, — kusHyn Kon6u. — Ho otkyna? Uro ero BeI3Baio?

JeBepes HeMHOTO nokosie0acs, 3aTeM cKasal:

— Hy, Konbu, nogymaiite xote HeMHoro. BynkaH ceiiyac Haxogurcs
BO6mu3u ConHua, U xxap CollHIIa NporpeBaeT ero Kopy Ha JHEBHOM CTO-
poHe. Beicokoe ansbeno riaHetsl 6opercs ¢ TemioM, Ho ColHile Tak
6nu3Kko, 4TO XKapa nodexnaer. 'a3pl Ha AHEBHOM CTOpPOHE pa3orpeBa-
IOTCS M BCTYNAKOT B KOHQITHKT ¢ OoJiee XOJNOAHBIMH ra3aMH C HOYHOH
cropoHsbl. Tak U poxaaeTcs Berep.

OH BApyT 3aMoNT4all U HACTOPOXKHMJICA, HO TOYTH CPasy XK€ YCHOKO-
wicd U HacMenutuBo B3IsHYN Ha KonOu. [Torom BHe3amHO cHOBa 00-
XBaTHJI JIEUTEHAHTA.

— Hepxurtech! Cnyuaiire!

Konbu nmpucnymancs. M ycnpilan kakue-To CTOHBI, Ka3ajloch, 10-
HOcsIMecs U3 HeMMOBepHOro Janeka. OHU CTaHOBUIIUCH BCE IpOMUE,
3aTeM BJPYT YCHJIHJIUCH THICSYEKPaTHO, MPEBPAIlasch B CTPaHHBIE U
JaXKe KYTKHEe KPUKH.

Kon6u co crpaxoM xgain. 3ateM MX ygapuia Kakas-TO HEyJIOBHMas
CHUJIa, U OHM MOJIETEI Briepe] Mo/ NPSMBIM YITIOM K NpeAbLIyIeMy Ha-
npasieHuto. Konbu Tyt ke morepsan opuentamoo. Onu ¢ leBepenom
CHOBA 3aBepTeNuch. Y CHOBa MBIC/IH ero cTajlli CMYTHBIMH H pacIulbiB-
YaThIMH, KOTa KPOBb OTXJIBIHYJIA OT I'OJIOBBI. ..

HECYIIIAM UX BeTep BOMWI M CTEHAN BCE IPOMYE, MOKA HE CTal
ODTYyHIUTENbHBIM, TOYHO PacKaTel rpoMa. 3aTeM X pe3ko Opocuio B
CTOpOHY, B 60Jiee XONOAHbIH NoToK, ¥ Konbu npennonoxun, 4o Tenepsb
OHM TNajaloT K JHEeBHOH cTopoHe. Ho BHe3amHas cMeHa HampaBlieHHs
NI0JIeTa HUYEeM He OMoI1a eMy 00pecTH CIOCOOHOCTD SICHO MBICIUTB.

Hecymmii ux norok nponomxan jiereTh npsamo. [ poMoBoii peB ero
CTaJl HaleBHBIM U Ka3aJicsi Obl Jaxke JKalOCTIMBBIM, ecii Obl He OBbLT
TakUM ONTYLIMTEIbHBIM. 3aTeM OH JOUIes O TOYKH, IZi€ CTOJKHYJICS

17



CO BCTpe4HBIM BeTpoM. IloTok 3ampoxkan U pa3buics Ha GecuHclieH-
HBIE MEJIKHE BO3YIIHbIEC ITOTOKH, MOJIETEBIINE BO BCEX HaIPaBIICHHAX.
BceTpeunslit MOTOK CBEpHYIN, M JIIONH JIETENH Bce MeUIeHHee B cllaboMm,
IIPOXJIaJHOM BETEPKE.

Kon6u oTTONKHYJICS OT NPEeCTYIHHKA.

— Mp1 He MOXkeM OBITh Jajleko OT AHEBHOH CTOPOHBI, — CKa3aJj OH,
Hamapus Jlepepena myqoM goHapuKa.

— Mb1 nposneTeny HeIIoxoe paccTosHue, — comiacwics Jlesepen, —
HO ceiiyac, — moOaBWI OH, — OTHpaBUMCS Jaiblie. S cipluly pes ere
OJTHOTO MOTOKA.

Kon6u Toxe ycislman 3TOT y>kacHbIH 3ByK. EMy eziBa xBaTuio Bpe-
MEHM CXBaTUThCA 3a JleBepena, mpekae YeM BETep HACTHT UX.

JIrone#t ymapuio ¢ cuioit TopHazno. M onu monereny, 3axpaueHHbIE
6e3pa3IMYHBIM BO3YIIHBIM TE€YEHHEM, KyJa-TO B TEMHOTY. Yaap Obu1
TaKOH CHJIBL, YTO 002 BCKPUKHYJIU M NOTEPSUIHA CO3HAHUE.

Ilpuns B cebs, Konbu nonsn, 4ro Bee elne epxurcs 3a Jlesepena.
OHH NO-TIpeXKHEMY BEpTEIHNCh B BOIOBOPOTE, HO ceifyac yxke MeieH-
Hee. B ymm 61510 sxys;xokaHue, HeyCTaHHOE, HeocabeBaroliee, — NoKasa-
TeNb UX TPOMaJHOH CKOPOCTH. A CKBO3b 3TO XKy}OKaHHE MPOPBIBAIHCH
U Ipyrye IyMBbl: KaKue-TO AaleKHe KPUKH, IIUIICHHUE, BKpaI4HBbIii Iie-
TIOT, CIIAa3MaTU4eCKHe B3PHIBBI CEPAMTOrO peBa, U BCE OHM, Ka3ajoch,
Ooponuce Apyr ¢ Apyrom 3a nepeeHcTBo. Ho HU onuH W3 HUX He Mor
nobeaute. U BHe3amHO Konbu mouyBcTBOBan cebs B 6€30MacHOCTH,
CJIOBHO OH HaXoawics B yOexulle, OXpaHIeMOM CHJIbHBIM, HO 100po-
JKeNaTeIbHbIM TeUEHHEM BO3IYIIHOMN peKu.

OH o6yier4yeHHo paccinaduics, X0Ts ONacHOCTh, pa3yMeeTcs], elle Aa-
JIeKO He MMHOBaJa. I ie-To Brepeay, BOSMOYKHO, BCETO JIMIIb B HECKONb-
KHUX KWIOMETpax, HaXo[uIach U33yOpeHHass BHYTPEHH:S NIOBEPXHOCTh
TUTaHETHI.

Konbu nouyyscTBOBas, Kak JleBepen 3ameBenuics B €ro oObATHIX.
OueBU/IHO, NPECTYNTHHUK NIPUXOAUI B CO3HAHUE.

IIpoTsaHyn¥Ch TONTHe CeKyHAbl. 3aTeM BHe3anHo JleBepes XMXUKHYI
€My B yXO.

— 3ab6aBHO? — BBIKPUKHYJI OH.

— Yrto 3a6aBHO? — ToXke mpokpuuas Konbu, crapaschk nepekpudarsb
JKyMOKaHHe.

— Uro 3a6aBHO? — nmoBTOpH [leBepen U paccMesics, CIIOBHO CaMOMY
cebe. — S ckaxy BaMm, Konbu. Ho Bam He moHpaButcs 3Ty mIyTka. S
MPOCTO MOIYyMal O TOM, KaK HEHaBHXKY TIOPEMHbIE PEIIETKH U INaXThl
Mepkypus. S oTuasBIIMiicCS NPECTYTHUK, KOTOPOMY Hy>kHa cBoboza!
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N C 9TUMM cnoBaMH OH BHE3AIHBIM TOJTYKOM OCBOOOIUIICS U3 PYK
Konbu, 3aTeM OTTONKHYJICS OT HErO TAKENBIMHU OaliMakaMu ckagdaHapa.

— Hrak, 10 cBHOaHuUs, — 3aKOHYMI OH YK€ W3 TEMHOTHI, U JalbHEH-
HIME €ro CJIOBa OBUTH 3ariTylIeHbI XY OKaHHEM.

Konbu orpearupoBan mouytH MrHOBEHHO, XOTA €llle He MOI' IOHATh
NpUYMHY Takoro BHes3amHoro GercrBa JleBepenma. OnHOH pykod OH
BKJIIOUMI (POHAPHK U OTIPABHJI JTy4 CBETa B TEMHOTY, a JpYTrOH BbIXBa-
THII OnacTep H... OOHApPYXWJI, YTo OH Mcye3. Pyrasce, Konbu Boaun i1y-
4OM CBETa BO BCe CTOpPOHBI. Ha MHTr eMy noka3ajiock, YTO OH YBHUJEJ
JleBepena, 1, B3MaxuBasi pykaMH, IOMBITAJICA JIETETh B Ty CTOpoHy. Hu-
4ero, pa3yMeeTcs, He MOJIyYWIOCh, TaK Kak eMy He OT 4ero Obu1o oTTol-
kHyThca. Ho OH kakoe-To BpeMs IpoIoyKall 3TH MOMBITKH.

Haxkonen, 3106HO pyrasce, HO HaxoliCh B 3amelnaresictee, Konbu
paccnabuncs. 3aTeM NMpPUCIYINACs, HO YCIbIAT JIAIIb MOHOTOHHOE
XKy@OKaHHe []a pByILMecs CKBO3b Hero IyMbl. JleBepen ucyes, HO Kyaa
OH HamnpaBuica? ,

Konbu o6parun BHIMaHKe Ha okpy>katouiee. OH CHOBa Bpaljajics, HO
y’Ke MEIUICHHO.

JleBepen kakMM-TO 00pa3oM yBHAEN CPencTBO OercTea u3 BHYTPEH-
Hocreil Bynkana. [Ipudem oH Hauien ero emie B Ty nopy, kak Konbu
ynomsanyn o Connue. Teneps Konbu sto monuman. M Bce nerctBus
Jeepena nokasanuck eMy nonospuresibHbIMH. OH OypHO pearuposal,
xoraa Konbu ckoBeiBan MamxkeTsl ckadangpa Hapy4yHukamu. OH npep-
BaJl BAPYT pacCy>kIeHUs O KOHBEKLIMOHHBIX MOTOKaX. Pasymeercs, Bce
Aeno ObU10 UMEHHO B 3TMX KOHBEKLIMOHHBIX MOTOKAX.

Konbu cHoBa BuTHEBAaTO BBIpyrajcs, MNpPOKIMHAs COOCTBEHHYIO
TYHOCTb.

Berpnl! Connue Harpeno armocdepy AHeBHOH ctopoHbl BynkaHa,
Gonee xonoaHble BETPHI OBUTH OTOABHHYTHI U OTTSHYTHI U3 LIEHTPAJb-
HOH YaCTH IUTAHETHI, OCKONBKY C JHEBHOH CTOPOHBI BO BCE CTOPOHbI
noGexanu BetTpbl ropsuure. U ux ¢ JleBepesiom MOBOJOKIIO [0 Harpasiie-
HHio K ConHIly TakuMU TedeHusaMU. [IpudeM, BCTpeyHbIe TeUEHHS TOXE
OWITM 11O HUM. TI0YEMV OHH U DaCKDVYHBAJIUCh.




Ho miaBHOe cocToslo B TOM, YTO TNpH HarpeBaHHH Ta3bl TOXE
pacLIMpsIOTCS.

BynkaH HamonHEeH razaMu, KOTOpbIe caM ke U Mpou3BoAmil. Pacmm-
pssch B 00beMe, 3TH ra3bl JIOJDKHBI OBUTH BEIATH HapyKy. A eIMHCTBEH-
HBIM TSl HUX IyTeM ObUIa 3Ta 4epToBa JbIpa!

JleBepen 3apaHee noHs1 Bee 310. OH moHsu1. YTo MX MOHeceT K JHeB-
HOIi ctopoHe. Y xpaHW CBO# ceKpeT, YTOObI B HY KHBI MOMEHT MPOCTO
c6exxarb ot Konbu. Ero mnan cpa6otain 6nectame. Y Konbu 6vuta 06a
6nactepa. A y JleBepena ObuTH MIMPOKHE BO3MOXKHOCTH YKPACTh UX 00a.
Yro oH u cenain.

— Jla 6ynp Bce oHO mpokiiATo! — cepauTo npopbrdan Komabu, 3iiscek
Oosplne Ha cCOOCTBEHHYIO DIyHOCTh, 4eM Ha JleBepena. — CHavyana oH
HCHOJIB30BaJl MEHS, YTOOBI KaK CJIEAYeT OTTOJKHYTHCS U BBUIETETH U3
ra3oBoro noroka. IIpuuem 3TOT TONYOK yBI€YET MEHsS Ha XOJOAHYIO
CTOPOHY, €CJTH 1 He CyMeI0 CHOBa BOMTH B moToK. Ho eciiv 310 1 mony-
YUTCH, TO 5 yXKe He CMOTY MOKHHYTH TIOTOK M BBUIETETh Yepe3 JbIpy Ha
BHEIIHIOI NOBEpXHOCTh Byskana. B mobom citydae, y Hero Oyzer yiima
BpEMEHH, YTOObI COUTh MeHS co ciefa. YMHO!

OH TeprenyBoO XJal, Hanpsras yIoH, 3Byka BRICTpeNa ux Onacrepa,
HO Tak M He ycribiman ero. BosmoxHo, JleBepeny U He noHago0uiacs
JIOTIOJIHUTENIPHAS TATa, a MOXET, LapsAUIMil BOKPYr OemnaM 3arTyliu
ero. Jroro Konbu He 3Han.

BOKPYT ITPOAOJIKAJIOCDH GeckOHEYHOE XKYyXOKaHHE. 3aTeM,
korga Konbu yxxe ucmyraics, 4To MpocTo JIETaeT Mo KPYry, XKyxoKa-
HUE BHE3AITHO W3MEHWIO TOHAJIBHOCTh U B3PEBENO, KaK YAapsIOUIHii B
cKkaJisl puboi. PaBHOMEpHOE NBIDKEHHE CMEHWIOCH OecrnopsaouHOi
OONITaHKOM, 3aTeM PEB CTal COBCEM YK€ APOCTHBIM, HO TYT JK€ CHOBa
MPEBpaTWICS B XKypUYaHUE TEKyIIeH BOIBI.

Cxopocts Konbu cHuzmiace, v €ro y1apuiio BETpoM OJHOBPEMEHHO C
pazHbBIX cTOpOH. BeTpbl Hawanu 6UTBY 3a obnaganue Tenom Konou. Jleii-
TEHAaHT OYYTHJICS B IbsIBOJILCKOM BOIOBOPOTE, €r0 AEprajio BO Bce CTO-
POHBI, CIIOBHO MAPHOHETKY, KOTOPYIO IEPraloT 3a MHOXKECTBO HHTOYEK.

3areM OH monan B MOIIHBIA MOTOK BO3/yXa, M K HEMY BEPHYJIOCH
olgyeHre 6e30MacHOCTH U CTPEMUTEIBHOTO MoJieTa B TEMHOTY. TeM-
neparypa Ha4ana pactd, 4 Kon6u nodyBcTBoBai, kKak pagocTHO 3a0u-
sock cepane. OH ouyTHIICS BO BIAaCTH IOTOKA, BBIXOAAIIETO HApyXKy!

Kanenska mora Beipociia y Hero Ha Hocy. Konbu cMaxHyn ee, moays
BBepx. U cran xnare, Bech coOpaBIIMCh 1 cieayromero yaapa. Y on
MPOM30IIIENL, TOT BEIBOPAYHBAIOIIHI yIITy PHIBOK, @ 3aTEM €TI0 MOHECIIO
CO CKOpPOCTBIO, KOTOpas 3aTMuia Bce mpeabirynmme. OQHOBpEMEHHO
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BOILTH U BO# OOpIOIIUXCS APYT C IPYroM BETPOB MOAHSIIUCH 0 HECTep-
MUMO# I'POMKOCTH, 3ariTy1lasi BCe MPOYHE IIyMBbI.

A TIOTOM BCe KOHUMJIOCH, H BOM BeTpa CHU3HIICA JI0 €/1Ba CJIBILIIMMOTO.
3aro mosBHIICS U cTan pacTd Apyroi 3Byk. Konbu ycneiman 6ynpka-
Hb€, XPUIIEHHEe, OTPHDKKY, CITMBAIOIHECS B YyJOBHILIHYIO MOTH(OHHUIO,
CJIOBHO MpPEICMEPTHBIE XPUITBI Kakoro-to ruranra. Konbu Havano Bpa-
1aTh, MEAJICHHO, PABHOMEPHO, ¥ OH MOHSJL, YTO JIETUT yXKe CKBO3b KOpPY
Bynkana.

OH cxaJics 0T cTpaxa, HaJlesch, YTO €r0 He pa3MaXkeT O CTEHKH JIBIPEI.
Ho notok ckpyumBaics, noaaep>kuBas B LEHTPE 30HY MOHWXKEHHOTO
naeneHus. TakuM xe oO6pa3oM BeayT ceOs TOPHAZO M CMEPYH, 3acachl-
BalOIIHE CBOH XKEPTBBI.

A uyepe3 Heckonbko cekyHZ KonGu BbUIeTeN B XONOA BEYHOH HOUM
Bynkana. 1 3Be3pI X0NOMHO B3UPaJM, KaK OH JIETUT BCE AasbIIe.

KOJIBA HETEPIIEJIMBO ommigencs. Ho Jlesepena nurae He
ObUIO BHIHO, HM HUXKE, HH Bbllle ero. Haxomsce BO BIACTH BOCXOMS-
uiero noroka, Koi6u BHUMAareNnbHO pa3smisAblBajl OMHOPOAHYIO Oelryio
MOBEPXHOCTH IUIAHETHIL, MPOCTUPABLIYIOCS OT TOPU30HTA 10 TOPU30HTA,
HO He 3aMevall HUKaKuX cjenoB Jlesepena.

BHu3y, He 6onee yeM B MATH-IIECTH KHIOMETpaX OT BBIXOAA JBIPHI,
OH YBHIeJ JBa Kopaliis, 1Ba YEPHBIX Kpercepa, MPUKOBaHHBIX K 3aMO-
POXKEHHO! MOBEPXHOCTHU IUTAHETHI CIIELUAIBHBIMH, caM03a0UBarOIIU-
MHCS PaCTSKKAMH.

JeBepen, HeCOMHEHHO, Bce elle Obu1 Ha riaHete. BeposTHO, OH Mo-
npoOoBaj ynpapisiTh CBOMM MOJIETOM NP MOMOIIM BBICTPENIOB UX Ona-
CTEepOB, HO HaNPaBIJI HE B TY CTOPOHY PEAKTUBHYIO TATY. XOTS, OAyMal
Konbu, 4To-TO 3T0 MajIOBEpOATHO, YUHMTHIBAs, KAK YMHO TPECTYIMHHK
paccuuTaN BOBMOXHOCTE obera 13 Hefip IUIaHETHI.

Ero Hecno Bce Brie. BHe3anHo Konbu yBuaen BeICkoUMBIIEe U3-3a
ropuzoHTa ConHue, rpoMaaHoe, kak fOnurep, Habnonaemsiii ¢ ['anu-
Mena. ConHeuHble Ty4d MFTHOBEHHO BBbDKAJIM M3 €ro Tena not, u Konbu
BKJIIOUYMIT OXJIXK/ACHHE ckadaHapa Ha MOJIHYI0 MOIHOCTb.

Bynkan yneran Bce masblie, U3-3a Yero ropu3OHTHl OyATO CTATUBa-
JIUCH JIPYT K JIPYTY CO BceX cTopoH. A 3areM Konbu HeoxkuaaHHO yBH-
nen lesepena!

JeBepen magan ¢ OrpoMHO#M CKOPOCTBIO THE-TO B KHJIOMETPE HHXKe
Kon6u. JleitreHanT yBuaeN, Kak MpecTyMHUK NOAHSN OacTtep, v B3IpOr-
HYJI, KOTJ1a OTHEHHBI 3aps/] NpoHeccs MUMO €ro.

Onnako Jleepen BoBce He mbiTasics youts Konou. OH npocto xoten
3aTOPMO3UTH CBOE MAJIeHHe, YTO ¢ YCrexoM M caeiiai. OH MOYTH YTO
OCTaHOBWJICA B BO3JyXe. A CeKyH/IOM MO3e BBICTPEJIUI ellle pa3, ! pe-
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aKTHBHAd TAra I0CJ/Iaa €ro, HeJIOBKO 3aBEpTEeBIIErOCs, BHU3, K OelNoH,
BOJIHUCTO} NOBEpXHOCTH BynkaHa.

Konbu Bce eme mogHuMancs BBepx, Korna JleBepen mpusemiHIcs.
JIByMsl TUTaHTCKUMM TNPbDKKaMU MPECTYMHUK J00paics 10 CBOEro Ko-
pabns, ocTaHOBWICA M 3aMaxail obenmu pykamu. Konbu 6e3 Bcskoro
JHTY3Ha3Ma MaxHyJ eMy B OTBET.

JleBepen noBepHyscs K KOpalilio, OTKPbUT JIIOK M Yepe3 MIHOBEHHUE
CKpBUICA BHYTpH. JIIOK 3aXJIONHYJCS 32 HUM.

A d4epes mapy MUHYT Kpe¥cep cTal MOAHUMATBCA. 3areM, 6e33By4HO
B Pa3peKEHHOM BO3/yX€, OH CBEPKHYJ IUIAMEHEM JI03 U 32 HECKOJIBKO
CEKYH/I PAacTBOPWICA B UYEPHOM, HCIEILPEHHOM 3BE€3[aMH KOCMOCE.
Kon6u He cBoAMI € HETo I1a3, OKa TOT HE CKPBLICA U3 BUY.

3arem JeliTeHaHT OropYeHHO ynbioHy/cs. YepT nobepu! OH yyBCTBO-
BaJI ceOsl HEJIOBKO, KaK IIKOJIHUK, cOexaBHIMi ¢ ypokoB B mkone. Ho
OIHOBpPEMEHHO NIOHMMAJI, YTO 3TO €ro He CHJIbHO TpeBOXHT. [a, JleBe-
pen y1el, OqHaKo, He HaJoJro.

Heckonpko 4acoB CITyCTs OH Hadajl MEAJICHHO CITyCKaThCs BHM3. Y
Bynkana XBaTHio cuil, 4TOOBI He JaTh eMy yinereTh Ha ConHIe U Bep-
HYTBhCS 00paTHO.

At the center of gravity, (Astounding Stories, 1936 Ne 6), nep. Anopeii
Bypyes
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NNOBYLWIKA IONMUTEPA

Y AEBEPLIJIA 65112 ¢opa B ceMb yacoB nepea Konbu, noromy uro
o¢dHLEpy FOCTHIIMH MPHIILIOCH JIONTO TUIBITh [0 MOBEPXHOCTH Bynkana
rocie TOro, Kak BBIPBaBIIMECS M3 HEAp KPOIUEYHOM IUIAHETKH rasbl
He MOAHSUTH ero Ha mapy KwiomerpoB BBepX. Y 3a 9To Bpems y JleBe-
pena ObUla BOBMOXKHOCTh MCYE3HYTh B JIIOOOM HarpaBJIeHHH, OIHAKO,
Konbu, nonb3ysace METOOOM MCKIIOUYEHHs, OTCIIEIT MPECTYIHHUKA J10
l"anumena.

He T0, yT06BI 3TO NpHHECNO eMy nonb3y. Konbu 6su1 xopomum ye-
NIOBEKOM, OJHHM M3 CaMbIX YMHBIX B ME>KIUIAHETHO#H NOJIULMH, HO He-
JOCTaTKOM €ro ABJAJIOCH CIIMIIKOM YX HeoOy3JaHHOe BOOOpakeHHe.
Jesepen ke 6bUT COBEpIICHHO HHBIM. 3a €ro LIMHUYHOH YIBIOKOH U X0-
NOOHBIMH IJIa3aMH CKpBIBAJICA YM, paboTaBmmii ¢ 6bICTPOTONH MONHUM,
yM, KOTOPBIH HUKOIa He AOIyckan nopaxeHuid. Minu, Bo3MOXXHO, camu
NPHPOIHBIE CHIIBI OBLTH B COIO3€ C HUM, YTO JaBaJI0 €My BO3MOXHOCTh
HCIIONIB30BaTh HEKOTOphIE CEKPEThI, Kakue HauucTo orpuuan Konbu —
HanpuMmep, JoByiiKy FOnurepa.

Konbwu we 3nan, uro JleBepen noseresi MIMEHHO Ha "aHMMen, OH Bcero
JHIIB TONO3pEBaJl 3TO M MBUIKO Hajessics, 4Tto He ommbaercia. Emy
ObUIO MpeKpacHO M3BECTHO, 4To Mepkypuii, Benepa, 3emns u Mapc
HaXOAATCA B 3TO BpeMs Mo Apyryio ctopoHy CosHLa, U MOJeT K HUM
3aHsJT Obl CJIMIIKOM MHOTO BPEMEHH U SHEPruM, KOTOpble, BO-TEPBbIX,
NpPeCTYNHUKY OBbUIM HE JIMIIHMMH, a BO-BTOPBIX, €My HE XBaTwio Obl
TepreHs UX TPATHTb.

Konbu Taroke 3Han, uto IOnurep co cBoel CHCTEMOH CITyTHHKOB
HaXOIOMTCH KaK pa3 B MPOTHBOCTOSAHMM ¢ BynkaHoM, u uto [leBepeny
ropazao npoiue 6s6u10 661 HAbpaTh CKOPOCTD Ha NPAMOIA, a 3aTeM MpoJie-
TeTh OcTaIbHOM IMyTh K FOnuTepy no nHepuwy, a yx B FOnurep-cutu oH
MOT OBl HaMOJIHUTh CBOH OaKH FOPIOYHM.

IMostomy Konbu nanpaBuics k Onurepy, HO Tak Kak ¥ y Hero He
OBLIO M3NTHILEK TOTUTHBA, OH TOXE JOJDKEH ObLT JIETETh 10 WHEPLIUH.

Emy norpe6oBaiiochk aecaTh qHeH, YToOBI epecedb OrpoOMHYIO Mpo-
nacTb Mexay BynkaHOM M rpoMafHOM IUIaHETOH, a Koraa OH ObLT yxe
BOJNM3M Hee, TO yCTall yBEepThIBaTbCi OT METEOPOB. B 3TO BpeMs OH U
obHapyxuw1, yro ['anumen — Bropo#t no BenuuuHe cmyTHUK KOmurepa,
B TPH THICAYH MATHCOT KWJIOMETPOB B JHaMeTpe, — ObUT Ha PacCTOSHUU
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wmek JUPITER
future—it lay —
MCHBILIC YEM ACCATH THICAY KHJIIOMETPOB, MTOITOMY, OH H peIIIHJI BbICa-
JUTBCS TaM. To3xe xe oH IIPUKHUHYJI, qTo I[eBepeJ'I JOJDKEH yCTarb HE

MCHBIIEC U, CKOPEC BCEr0, TOXKE MPUICMITHIICA TYT.
HpPII[SI K TaKkoMV 3akmodeHuro. KoaGH CHOBa IDHIIIOCH BOCIHOJb-

Jupiter was flashing dizzily, first through one plate and another, with the
whole heavens whizzing around it—then Colbie was thrown backward.

30BaThCs JIOTHKOM, YTOOBI ONpPEAENUTh, KyJa MMeHHO JleBepen moca-
AT CBOM KOpabiib, HO 3TO OBUIO y)ke CPaBHHUTENBHO NPOCTOE PELICHHE
npobnemsl. JIoBONBHO JaBHO Haszan Ha 'aHmmene Oblna mocTpoeHa
3alpaBOYHas CTaHLUA, KOTopas J0/DKHA ObLia oOCITyKHBaTh Oolblne
TaifHephl, COBEpIlaBIIMe JallbHUE TOJIETHI OT BHYTPEHHUX IUTaHET 0
ITnyrona. Ho 3to 6bLTO eme 10 TOro, kak 4ejloBeK Hay4yuics 60poThes
C COKPYIIUTENILHBIM aTMOC(EpHBIM JaBJICHHEM W IpaBUTaLMeH TaKux
wiadet, kak Onutep, CarypH, Ypan u HentyH, a Tarke uzobpern cka-
dangper s FOnurepa. 3anpaBouHas cTaHIMs ObUla MepeMenieHa B
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by Ross ol;.eg:l:lynne
TRADP

A nasty planet—so big and unconcerned with the
rest of the system——

I0muTep-cuth, nockoneKy Ha FOnuTepe ObuTH HaliieHbl HECMETHBIE 3a-
Nachl CHIPBS IJI PaKETHOIO TOILIHBA.

Ho ctpoenus ctapoii cTaHIMM OCTAIMCH CTOATh, IOCKOJIBKY Ha [a-
HUMeJle He OBbUIO TMOTOAHBIX KAaTaKJIM3MOB, M MI000ro 3eMIIsTHUHAa OHH
npUTATMBaiy Obl k cebe, kak MarHUTOM.

ABTOMaryyeckas CTaHIMA pacrnojiarajach Ha JHe HeOonpmoi Ao-
JIMHBI, KOTOpasi B CpeJHEM MOJy4ajla COJTHEYHOIO cBeTa OoJblie, YeM
moboe npyroe Mecto Ha ['aHuMene. D10 GbUIO YUTEHO NpH €€ CTPOH-
TenbeTBe. ['aHMMen Obi1 MOBEPHYT BCeraa OHOM U TOM Jke CTOPOHOM K
IOnutepy, u obneran ero 3a Hexemo.
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KOJIBM INOJJIETEJI x nonvHe, HeCACh Hall caMOii KAMEHHCTOM
TMOBEPXHOCTHIO ITaHETKH, Tak 4To y JleBepena He ObLIO BO3MOXXHOCTH
YBUIETHh €ro KopaOyib u3Janeka. 3aTeM OH OIyCTHJICS Ha KPOLUEYHBIH
BBICTYH Ha/I IPOTIACTHIO, HAXOAIIUFICA HAa COTHH METPOB BBILIE IHA J0-
nunbl. JlonvHa OBUTa HE IIMPOKOM, HO JOCTAaTOYHO JUTMHHON. ConHie
OTCIOJIa BU/IHEJIOCH BETHYHHOM C MOHETKY B JIECSATH LIEHTOB, U TOPHI OT-
OpaceiBany KOPOTKHE, CMYTHBIE, HO KOHTPACTHEIE TEHM.

To, uro yeunen Kombu ¢ oOpbIBa, NPEBBICHIO BCE €r0 OXKHAAHHSA.
JIukys, OH MeAJIEHHO MOAHSAT KOpadib B BO3AYX U HAaNPaBUJI €r0 BHU3,
B qonuHy. Kak MeTeop, OH momieren Kak MOXKHO ONIKe K 3eMliie, 3a-
T€M BpYOMJI Ha MOJNHYIO HOCOBble Apurarenu. KopaGmp mpuzemnuiics
C M3PSIHBIM TOJTYKOM IT033JId OIPOMHOTO M3BECTHAKOBOTO BayHa, UTO
0OWIbHO TTOKPHIBAJIA THO AOJIUHBIL.

Konbu Topornueo 3a6I0KMpoBan CpeACcTBa yIpaBJIeHUs U HaJell CKa-
¢danap. BepostHO, OH MOr OBl BBIAEPXKATH HAPY)KHYIO TeMIeparypy M
Jake JBIIATh pa3pexeHHoU aTMocdepoil U 6e3 Hero, HO ckadaHap ae-
nan npeObIBaHKE Ha IUTaHeTKe ynoOHee.

PacnaxnyB mrok, KonGu cripeIrHy1 Ha 3€MITIO, COCTOSIIIYIO CIUTOLIb
u3 Oenoii, 3aMOpPOXKEHHOM, JINIIEHHON PacTHTENbHOCTH DIUHBL. Oriis-
Jencs. Bokpyr Bce OBUIO Tak TUXO M HETOJIBIDKHO, KakK ObIBAeT JIMIIL Ha
0e3KU3HEHHBIX IIaHETaX.

Konbu octopoxxHo obGomren BamyH. [IpuMepHO B TpexcTax miarax
OT HEro JieXKaJl JUTHHHBIH, YepHBI Kpelicep. A MEHbIIe YeM B COTHE
[IaroB OT Kpe¥cepa CHSJIO JieAIHOE 03€pO, OTHONUPOBAHHOE CJIaObIM
BeTepkoM. Ha nporuBononoxHoM Gepery 3aMOpOXKE€HHOrO 0o3epa M Ha-
XOAWIUCH BCE TPH 3/IaHUA CTAHIIUH, B Pa3JINYHOM COCTOSIHHH, HO, B OC-
HOBHOM, HETIOBPEXKIEHHBIE. 31aHus ObUTH HEBBICOKUMH, HO JAJIUHHBIMH.
OHM HCTIONB30BAIKCH [UIA TOTO, YTOOBI XPaHHUTh THICAYH TOHH pakKeT-
HOI'O TOILIMBA.

Kon6u 6511 mpaB, Koraa MpeArooxkKu, YTO IMEHHO 3TH COOPYXKEHHH,
HanoMMHaro1ue o 3eMIie, NpuBleKyT J{eBepena CBOel NOCTYNMHOCTEIO.

OH cTOSJT 3a CTapbIM, IPA3HO-0EJIBIM BATYHOM M ynbiOancs cebe mos
Hoc. Yl MpauHO MOKIISIICA, UTO Ha celi pa3 JleBepen BepHeTCs Ha 3eMITIo
B Hapy4YHHUKaX.

3areM OH cra; Xnarb nosBiieHHs camoro J[leBepena. Teprnenue
BCEr7Ia BXOAUIIO B CIMCOK TOJIOKHTENRHEIX KauecTB Konou. OH cimnica
C OKpY>KaloIMM JIaHAMAa(TOM U MPEATIoNarajl, YTo JOCTaTOYHO XOPOIIO
CKPBIT OT I71a3 NPECTYNHHKA, a [IOTOMY COBEPLIEHHO CIIOKOMHO paccMa-
TpUBaAJI HAYMHAIOIIHE PYIIUTHCS ONUHOKHE, ITyCTBIHHBIC 3IaHUS Ha IPO-
THBOIIOJIOXKHOM Gepery o3epa.
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XKnare npunuiock MeHble yaca. 3areM Konbu BeTperneHyncs U BCKo-
qu1 Ha Horu. OH yBHen JleBepena, X0Ts 40 Hero 6plI0 HE MEHee IBYX-
cot MeTpoB. Ho Kon6u Bce paBHO nmoyyBcTBOBa, YTO 310 OH. OH AOCTaN
Gnactep, YIOBIETBOPHUIICS, YTO OPY>KHE 3apsDKEHO, U IIPHHAICS JKIaTh.

II

JEBEPEJI nossuncs U3 34aHus U MeIUIEHHO HarpaBwics k ozepy. Ha
Oepery OH OCTaHOBWJICS U OCTOPOXKHO MONpPOOOBaIT Jie[ HOroM, YTo0b
NPOBEPUTh, HACKOJIBKO OH Kpenkui. JIOJOKHO GBITh, 3TO CKa3bIBAIUCH
3eMHbIe MPUBBIYKH, TaK KaK 37€LIHee 03€pO JOJLKHO MPOMEP3HYTH [0
camoro IHa. 3aTeM OH CTYIWI Ha Jiell 1 MEAJICHHO IoIel K Kopabiiro.

Korza npectynHuK BbIies Ha rosbiii 6eper o3epa, Konbu BeicKoumI
U3 YKpBITHA H, 6€3 pa3sroBOpoB, Haxkaa Kypok 6Grnacrepa. MeHbie yem
B JecaTH 1arax ot JleBepena B BO3AYyX SAPOCTHO OPBI3HYJ] MaJIeHbKUI
remsep 3eMJIM M KAMEHHOH KPOLIKH.

— Croatb Ha Mecte, [leBepen! — rapkHy:n Bo Bech rosoc Konbu.

Ho y JleBepena oka3zanach OTNHYHAas peaklts, TaK YTO Ha MECTE €ro
yXe He oka3anoch. Psnom 6bu1 H3BeCTHAKOBBIN BamyH, U J{eBepen 6po-
cwics 3a Hero. Konbu BricTpenun ele pas, NpocTO COCKY4HBIIKCH T10
MOFOHSM U NE€PECTPEIKaM.

Hactynun momeHT HanpspkeHHO# THiuuHBI. 3areMm JleBepen Havan
[AJIUTh B OTBET, UCIIO/b3Ys Pa3pbIBHBIE ITy/IM U HAMEPEBAsACh HE CTONBKO
nonacts B Konbu, ckolbko YHHUTOXKHUTE H3BECTHAKOBYIO ITIBIOY, 32 KO-
TOpO# TOT NpATANCA.

Kon6u ropkHyn nox 3amuty kamHs. Ho oH ObUT rOTOB K Tako# Tak-
THKe. A ronoxeHue Jlesepena Obl1o Moxyxke.

Konbu Hayan yHHYTOMXEHHE ero 6oJiee MeJIKOro BaJlyHa CBepXy BHHU3
¥ IPOZIBUTANICA K LIeM ObICTpee NMPOTUBHHKA, KOTOPBIH cTapalics crpa-
BUTBCSA C ropazgo Oosiee orpoMHOH mbIOOW. PaspeskeHHBINH BO3myX
cMsrdan Bce 3Bykd. KaMeHHbIe OCKONKH JOXIeM chinaiich Ha Konbu,
MHOrJAa NajJajiy Jaxe KaMelUKd noOonbuie, HO crnabas rpaBUTALMS
cMAr4aa yAaapbl, Tak 4To eMy He ObL10 HUKaKoTro Bpea.

Kon6u mobenun naxe paublie, yeM oxuaan. OH yke YHHUTOXKHMI I10-
JIOBUHY BaslyHa JleBepena, Koraa ouepeqHoH BRICTpel1 U3 Onacrtepa pac-
KOJIOJ ero cBepXy A0 Hu3y. O0e MOMOBHHKM OTKATHIHCH JIPYT OT Apyra
U YCIIOKOMIIUChH Ha mpomep3mel 3emsie. A JleBepen octancs JexKaTb
HHYKOM, COBEPLICHHO HUYEM HE MPHKPHITHIA. Ellle HeCkolbko ceKyHa
OH NPOZOJDKAJl BECTH OroHb, noka Konbu, ycMmexasch, MO3BOJSI eMy
3a0aBATHCA.

Haxonen, JleBepen npexparii cTpensOy U MOAHAICSH, YTO-TO KpU4a,
Y B TOJIOCE €ro CIABIIAIOCH U 1ocaja, U Kanutyisinus. OH Opocun cBoii
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MUCTOJIET B HAIPaBJICHUH IMOJIULEHCKOT0, 3aTeM MOAHST PyKU, JEMOH-
CTPHpYS, YTO CIAaeTCs.

KOJIBX HETOPOILIMBO momen K HeMy, TOPXECTBYIOLIE
yCMEXasCh.

— Ilpuser, Konbu, — cCOBepLIEHHO HEWUCKPEHHHMM TOHOM CKasall
Jesepen.

Konbu xuBHYN B OTBET M CTajl pacCMaTpUBaTh CTOSILErO MHepen
HHUM 3/IOpOBSIKAa C JIMKOBaHHEM, KOTOpPOE CTapajics CKPhITh W3 YHMCTOM
BEXKTMBOCTH.

— Yro-TO THI HE BBHINIAAMIIL TAKMM YK CaMOIOBOJIBHBIM, — OYpKHYII
Jesepen u pasnpaxeHHo nob6aBun: — Kak Tel Boo6Ie MeHs Hamen?

Konbu xopotko pacckasan eMy, kak. JleBepen KHBHYII, B €ro roimyObix
Ma3ax NOSBIJIOCH CepXKaHHOE yBaOKEHHE.

— Xopomas pabora. YeproBcku xopoas, Oynp oHa mpoxisata! Xo-
yelnb BEpHYTh MEHs Ha 3eMJIIO NIOCAIUTh B TIOPbMY, HE TaK JH?

— 51 cepbe3Ho qymaro 06 SToM.

— Jlapno, — nHaxmypwics Jlesepen. — Torna neiictByit, Ho xouy cka-
3aTh Tebe cpasy: He AyMaro, 4To s BepHych. He 3Haro moka 4to, Kak ¥
1oueMy, HO 51 BCETZa BEpIo B Uyzeca.

— D710 Yy ToyHO. ToNBKO Yy/I0 NO3BONUTE TeOe YCKOIB3HYTh OT MEHs
Ha 3TOT pa3, — Mpa4yHo oTo3Baiyicst Konbu.

OxkazaBmuchk Ha kopabie, Konbu He cran puckoBath U 3aKoBail Ipe-
CTyIIHMKAa B KaHJAJIbl, MPUYEM pa3MecTW]l ero B pyOke ymnpaBlieHus,
yT0oOBI OH BCE BpeMs ObUT Ha BULY.

Bapesenu aBurarenu, kopabiib HEMHOrO NMpoexaj Mo Mep3JIoi MoyBe,
3aTeM KpyTO B3MbUI BBepX. ['aHMMe[ MpeBpaTwics B HEB3pauHbIH Mla-
PHK, a MOJIOBHHY IepeHero sKpaHa 3anumMan FOmnwurep, 1yIOBUILHBINA
M OMACHBIH, PA3HOLBETHBIHM M MOJIOCATHIN, IPUYEM LIBETA U MOJIOCH HA
HEeM BC€ BpeMs MCHSUIUCH.

Konbu co cyacTimiBoii ynsI0koil yBeHUWI yCKOpEeHHe, Oeps Kypc Ha
nanekyio 3emtro. Ho 1oBonbCTBO €ro mpomiuiock Hegoro.

JleBepen HEMOABIDKHO CHAEN B KaHJalaX, NPeAOCTaBIECHHbIH, B
OIpeeIeHHBIX, OYeHb HEOONBIINX Npesienax camoMy cebe. OH misaen
Ha FOnurep, MpauHsle Mbicu 6poannu B ero roinose. EMy oueHs He Xo-
TeJIOCh BO3BPALIATHCA B Ty aJICKYIO AbIpY Ha MepKypHH, KOTOPYIO JIUILb
M0 YUCTOMY HEAOPa3yMEHHUIO Ha3biBaJM TIOpbMoOi. Ho nmoka uto oH He
BHJIEJT HUKAKOTO BBIXOa. ToNbko GBI 4TO-TO MPOM30IIIO, Kakoe-HUOYIb
4yJ0, HA KOTOPO€ OH TaK HaJesICH. ..

H, cloBHO B OTBET Ha €ro MBICIH, 3TO 4YyJO ciaydwnock. Ilpexne
YeM JIFO[M YCIIeNId OCO3HATh NpoucXozsiee, Kopabiaps BAPYT NPUHSIICA
Bpaiarbes B mpoctpadcTBe. KOmuTep ¢ roloBOKpYKUTENIbHOH OBICTpO-
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TOM Hayasl BEPTEThCS BOKPYT HUX, OCBEIIas TO OQUMH 3KpaH, TO APYTOu.
Konbu 6b11 pe3ko oTOpolneH Ha BO3ayXoouucTHTeNb. Pazaanocs rpoM-
KO€, MPOTUBHOE IIUMEHHNE, KOTa XPYITKas CTeKIITHHad TpyOKa moBpe/Iu-
nack npu ynape. Ho Konbu 1yt >xe omieren k NpoTHBONONOKHO# CTEHE,
a IIOTOM €ro OpOCHJIO BIiepel TaK, YTO OH C CHJIOH TPECHYJICS O TaHeNb
yIpaBaeHHs.

Kanpans! ynepxkanu JleBepena Ha MecTe, M OH CHIEJI, IIHPOKO pac-
KPBITBIMU [7Ia3aMHM DA, Kak TYCKHeeT d racHer cBer. IlpaBnma, Ha
MyJIETE TOpeNd U TEPEeMUTMBAINCh WHAMKATOPHI, U SKPaHBI elle pa-
OoTrany, Tak 4TO MOJIHAs TEMHOTa BCe PaBHO He HacTymwia. JleBepen
HabJmonan 3a 6ecopsXOYHBIM MEPEeMUTHBaHHEM OTOHBKOB. BHe3anHO
C IOJIKM clIeTeNa TshKeash SHUMKIIONEeUs, MpoJieTena no pyoke u yna-
pwia JleBepena mpsAMo MO royiioBe. 3ateM Jpyrue KHUTH TNPUHAINCH
6oMOapaupoBath ero, HO 3akoBaHHbIi JeBepes ObL1 GeCOMOLICH B He
MOT OTPa3HTh X araKy. OH He MOr Jaxke YKJIOHUTHCS, TOJIBKO OIlapa-
LIIEHHO BEPTEJ rOJIOBOM U CTPOMII IPUMACHI.

CYIs 110 owymeHusM, kopabnp nagai, GecropsaoyHO BEpTACh, U
NPECTYNHUK NpeanoiIoKHI, YTO Majark eMy ObUTO HEeKyaa, KpoMe Kak
Ha fOmurep. C kakiMM-TO AETCKUM YAMBJICHHEM OH HaOIoal 3a MpoHc-
xonsamuM. Konbu xe TeM BpeMeHeM JieTal OT CTeHbl K CTeHe, OTYassHHO
OBITAACHh 32 YTO-HUOYAb yXBaTuThci. HakoHel, NOYTH MOTepsSB OpHEH-
THPOBKY, OH CJTy4aifHO CTHCHYJI ajibLIbI Ha Jieepe BAOJb NpaBoro 6opra
¥ MPaYHO AepiKaJics, TPSCS TOJOBOM.

Ilorom emy ynanocs npoOparscs B IMyJET YIIPABJICHUS, ¥ IIPH IIOMOLIA
TeX PbIYaroB, KOTOpPbIE OCTAIHMCH He TIOJIOMAaHHBIMHU U HE BBIIEPHY THIMU
U3 THe3[l, KOrJa ero GMIIo O MyNET, MOMBITANCS NMPEKPaTUTh BpalleHHe
Kopabis ¥ BeIpoBHATH ero. Ho Huuero He nonyuunock. Kon6u nonpo-
6oBain eme pa3. becnonesno. BeipyraBmuce menoTom, OH IMOHSN, YTO
Npou30IIeNl OOUH U3 PEOKHUX HeCcHYacTHHIX ciy4yaeB. HecMoTrps Ha To,
4TO KOpabJib HeTell ¢ MPUIHYHON CKOPOCTHIO, C3a/IH €ro JOTHall METeop
U pa30WIT YacTh 103, pacIUIaBUB HX U clieIaB OeCrioe3HbIMU.

Konbwu 3acTein y mynera, crapasichk coOpaThCcs ¢ MBICJIIMH, KOIa yc-
JIBIIAN 03311 HACMELWUTHBBIN ronoc Jlesepena:

— Trl x0TEN BepHYTHh MeHs Ha 3emimto. MHTepecHO, Kak 3TO MOMyYUTCS
y Te0s Teneps?

— He mrymm, — xonmonHo psaBkHyJ B otBeT Konbu. — Tei uto ke, Ayma-
elllb, 5TO H €CTh TBOE 4yH0?

— Bo3moxHo, — HeOpexxHo Opocun JleBepen. — Mbl, kcTaTH, naaaeM
Ha FOmurep.

— OT0 enie HUYEro He O3HAYAET.
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— KoneuHo, — kuBHyn npectynHuk. — He cuuTas Toro, 4to, korma —
€CJIM — MBI NIPU3EMIIUMCS, TO NOrOBOpKa 00 UroJIKe M CEHE MOKaXKETCS
3a[1a4yKoii JUIs MaJlblIIEH.

Konbu B oTyasHuM CHOBa B3siics 3a ynpapieHue. J[1o3bl ompene-
JIeHHO ObUIM CIUIaBIE€HBI M BOCCTAHOBIICHHMIO He mojiexanu. Kpome
TOTO, I7Ie-TO ObUIa MOBPEX/IeHa MPOBO/IKA, CyAs MO TOMY, YTO He OblIo
CBeTa, M He pabdoTaJl OYUCTUTENH BO3AyXa. [IOHAB, YTO MOYUHHUTH KO-
pabnp He cMoxeT, Konbu Bce ke, pyKoBOACTBYACH B IEPBYIO OYepenb
UHTYULHEH, CyMesl KOMIIGHCHpOBAaTh TATY OCTaBIIMMHCS [JI03aMH H
MIPEKPATUTh BpallleHHE.

Korma sto ymamoch, Konbu poctanm co3gaHHBIE CHelManbHO IS
IOnurepa ckadanape!.

— Wnymme Ha cMepTh npuBeTCTBYIOT TeOs, FOmuTep! — TopakecTBEHHO
npoaexnamuposai Jlepepern, 3areM H00aBUI y)Ke HOPMaJbHBIM TOJIO-
coM: — [OBOpAT, 4TO B IOIIUTEpHAHCKOM cKadaHApe HEBO3MOXHO MOTHO-
HYTbh, — M B TOJIOCE €r0 BHOBb 3a3Bydasia HacMelllka: — Bel He MoxkeTe B
HEM MPOCTYAUTHCS, HE MOXKETE MOYYUTh CONTHEYHBIH yaap, ¥ ckadaHap
HE pacKoJIeTcs, ¢ Kakoi ObI BEICOTHI BBl HE IPOXHYJIHCH!

— Ham noBe3no, uro y MeHs BooOIne ecTh 3TH ckadaHApsI, — Ipep-
BaJ ero cnoBousnusaHus Kom6u. — Kak pa3 nepen tem, kak s HOKHHYI
3emmo, MeximadHetHas Ilonunusg nomy4yuna, HaKOHell, pa3pelleHHUs
o6opynoBare Kopabnu TakuMu Urpymkamu. OHU BecbMa IOPOro CTOSAT,
TaK YTO MU pa3pelieHo NOJIb30BaThCs JIMIIG Ha IUIAHETaX-THTaHTax ¢
MOLIHO# rpaBUTALIMEH U BBHICOYAHIIUM aTrMocdepHbIM AaBneHreM. 1o-
BOPAT, YTO CIUIaB, M3 KOTOPOTO OHH H3rOTOBJIEHBI, HAIIOMUHAET HEUTPO-
HHYM — CaMOe€ TsDKeJIO€ BELECTBO U3 BCEX U3BECTHBIX, K TOMY XKe CaMoe
npodHoe. BOT mouemy 3T ckadaHIpsl Takue JOpOrHe W HX pa3AaroT
TaK YKOHOMHO.

OH cHan ¢ [eBepena kaHAajdbl U yKa3ajl Ha IONMMTEPUAHCKUH CKa-
tannp. 3aremM Hagen Takoi ke ckadaHap caMm.

Kopabnp Bce ewne mpomoipkall TOHNIHOTBOPHO BpAlAThCs, XOTHA yiKe
ropaszio MemieHHee. Konbu noqyBcTBOBaI, YTO €ro noATamHuBaet. Jle-
BEpeJT 5ke JIBIOUIICS BO BCIO PALIKY.

— Hy wuro, BeliineM morynsats? — CHOPOCHI OH, U OHHU B3SUIUCH 3a
LIJIEMBI.

V Konbu kpy>xunachk rojoBa, HO OH M30 BCEX CHJI CTapajics He yTpa-
THTH CHOCTH MbIuTeHus. Ilepeiins B KopMOBO#i OTcek, OH ocTal Ha-
PYUHHKH, nozowien k JleBepelty c3ay U JIOBKO IPUCTETHYJI HAPYYHHKH
OJTHAM KOHLIOM K MaHXeTe ero ckadaHzpa, a ApyruM — K CBOEH.

3arem Konbu otkpsut nmok. Bo3myx pesko BeipBalics U3 kopabis B
OTKPBITHIA KOCMOC, IJI€ TYT XK€ NPUHSUICA PAaCIIUPATHCS U pacIuupsics,
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BEpOSATHO, 0 GeckoHeYyHOCTH. KosiOH BBITOJNIKHY/ MPECTYIHUKA U3 KO-
pabis 1 Hen36eXKHO MOCIIEAOBAI 32 HUM CaM.

Kopabinb cHapy»u BBINIAAEN [UIMHHBIM M YEPHBIM, H 3aKpbIBaJl OHY
cTopoHy 0630pa. C apyroi >ke CTOPOHBI pacnaxHyJI0Ch 3Be3/IHOE He6O,
He0O, YTO M3 FepMETUYHO 3aKPHITOrO Kopabiis BHIIAAUT H3YMHUTEIILHO
NpeKpacHbIM, HO CHapy>H JaBHT M myraet. He 6pu10 30€Ch HUKAKOTO
BEpXa M HU3a, He0O OKPYKaJIo UX CO BCeX CTOpoH. Y MX He OTIycKalo
XYTKOE YyBCTBO MaICHHA. ..

JA, OHHM naganu, ¥ xopabib nagan BMecte ¢ HUMU. IIputom ko-
pabib Bce elle NMpoAoJKall BpalllaThes, XOTs yke He Tak ObicTpo. ITpu
BBIXO/Ie OHHM C CHJIOM OTTOJKHYJIMCH TSDKENbIMU OalMakaMu ckadas-
IpOB, TaK YTO OTIETENH OT kopabnsd MEeTpOB Ha IATHAALATh, HO BCE
paBHO MpPOIOJDKAIM [Ia/IaTh BMECTE C HMM, B KOTOPBIH pa3 y2Ke HOKa3bl-
Bas HICTUHHOCTH 3aKOHa, YTO TeJla, HE3aBUCUMO OT (POpPMBI, pa3sMepoB H
Beca, N1a/1aloT C OJJMHAKOBOH CKOPOCTBIO IPH OTCYTCTBUH aTMOCHEpHI.

TaroreHus OHM He OLIyILANH, MIOCKOJILKY HaXOAWIHCh B CBOOOOHOM
nageHuH. Pa3pe 4To caMyro ManocTh UX 6€CIOKOHIIO YCKOPEHHE.

OrpoMHBIH, SOOBUTBIX packpacok HUck lOmutepa Haxomwics mop
HuMH. Y UM HU4ero He ocTaBajioch JAenaTh, Kak BOCXHUILEHHO Habmro-
JlaTh 3a €r0 POCTOM.

Tumuny Hapymwt [leBepern, mpoGopMOTaB:

— IOnuTtep, yeprt, cypoBas riaHera. Sl BOT TYT AyMaro, Kak OH 00O¥H-
Jercs ¢ HaMd. Mbl Beib MOXEM NMPU3EMIIMThCS re yroaHo. I'ae yrogHo,
Konbu, Ha ero MwuiMapaax KBaJpaTHBIX KHJIOMETpoB cyid. HOmu-
Tep-CUTH MOXKET OKa3aThCs Kak B COTHE KMJIOMETPOB OT Hac, TaK U B
cotHe Thica4. Ho B moboM ciydae, HaM He XBaTUT BO3[yXa, €Abl WIH
yAauy, 9ToObl MpoHTH OoNblIe MATHAECATH KHIOMETPOB. A 3Ta IUIa-
HeTa OyKBaJIbHO UCTIELIPEHa BCEBO3ZMOXKHBIMHU M'OPHBIMH LIETISIMH, 1O/H-
HaMH, YIIEeJIbSIMH, THTAHTCKUMH peKaMH U MOPAMH. 31eCh CyIECTBYIOT
GonpblKe 03epa KUCIIOT, XKUIKOro aMMHaKa, >KUJIKOro KMCI0poaa v 4epT
3HAeT 4Yero euie. BoT Takue Hac X IyT HECUMIATHYHbIE IEPCIIEKTUBEIL.

I

MNO3XE, I'OPA3/IO no3xe, HeCKOIBKO 4acoB cmycts, JleBepen
BApPYT 3aMaxall pyKaMH.

— Bort Tam bonbmoe KpacHoe IlstHo, Konbu, y camoro kpas mucka.
310 X0pOoIo. 3TO O3HAYAET, YTO MBI MOXKEM YIIacTh rae-HuOynp BO3ne
FOnmuTep-cuty, eciiu OyneM ciieuTh 3a CBOUM BECOM.

Kon6u moHsn, 4to oH uMeeT B BHAY. [I9THO, Haxoasmeecs ceiyac y
3aMaJiHoTrO Kpas IUIaHeThl, CKPOETCs 3a €€ BOCTOYHBIM KpaeM NPHUMEpHO
4epe3 NATh yacoB. Yepes Tpu vaca KOnurep-cuTH, pacnonoXeHHbIH Ha
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5KBaTOpE, [A€ YU IpaBUTALMA, U aTMOCQEpPHOE NaBlICHHE 3HAYUTESILHO
HIDKE, YeM B JIpyrux o0nacTix, MOSBHTCS Ha 3alaJHOM Kpae JHMCKa.
Eine uepes aBa ¢ HoJ0BUHOM Yaca OH OKaXKETCs KaK pa3 o HUMH. 3Ha-
YHT, OHU JOJDKHBI MIPU3EMJIIMTHLCS Yepes AecCiTh ¢ OJOBUHOM yacos. He
Oonbille U He MEHBIIIE.

OHH MOTYT clienaTh 3To, eciii OylyT perynupoBars cBoi Bec. FOnu-
TepUaHCKUe ckadaHPHI OCHAIIEHBI YCTPOWCTBOM IS YIIPaBJICHUs CH-
no# TsxecTH. Pasymeercs, B kocMoce HUKaKoe H3MEHEHHE Beca HUYero
He 3Ha4YMT, HO KOIZla OHU BOHIYT B aTMOC(hepy, 3TO Hydem UMETh 3HaYe-
HHMe. YMeHblIas CBOH BEC, OHU YMEHbIIAT HHEPLUIO U TIO3TOMY yCHJIAT
conpotusiieHHe armocdepsl. CTaHyT nafaTh 3HAYUTENIEHO MeIJIEHHEe,
U, ecu OyIyT BHHMAaTelIbHBI, TO MOTYT TIPHU3EMIINThCS OyKBaJIbHO B
okpecTHOCTAX FOmurep-cuth.

KpacHoe naTHo, Bce elne ocraroiieecss TakHOH U1 3€MJISH, CKpPBI-
JIOCh 32 KPUBU3HOM IUIaHETHI M HCUE3/I0, OCTABUB MOCIe ceOs JIHLIb bl-
XaHHE CBOET0 KpacHOIO CBE€YEHHS. A [I0TOM U CBEYEHHE UCUE3TIO.

VYckopenue ObicTpo pocino. [lnaHera yxke 3akpbiBana JOOpyIO ueT-
BepTh HeboCBOA.

Crycrs TpHALATh BOCEMb YacoB MOCTE TOro, Kak OHH NOKHUHYJIH KO-
pabnb, OHM OLYTHIIM Ha cebe HOBOE BO3JCHCTBHE, a 3BE3/IbI HA/I IOJNI0-
BaMM Hayalld CTAaHOBUTHCS Bce OoJjiee TyCKIBIMH. JTO O3HAYalo, YTO
OHH BOIIUTH B aTMOC(epy, OKYTHIBAIOLIYIO IUTAHETY TOJICTHIM OZESJIOM.

3Be3abl H3MEHWINCH, OHM J]a)ke Hayally Cllerka MepLarh, HalOMUHAs
0 MaJICHPKOM 3€JIEHOM MHpKE, KOTOPBIH, Kak noxo3pesan Konbu, on mo-
JKET HUKOIZA HE YBU/IETh.

HeBepeny, kazanoch, Takue YyBCTBa ObUTH HEJOCTYITHBI, @ MOXET, OH
MPOCTO He MOKa3bIBaT UX.

3aTo OH Ka3alicsA 3a4apOBaHHBIM OTKPBIBAIOLMMCS MM BHIOM Oonee
4eM OOBIYHO.

— 41 661 Ha FOnuTepe NUMIIb OHAXKABL, — JOBEPUTENBHO CKa3al OH.
— JaBHo. Eme 1o Toro, kak Hayan rpabuTh 6ap>ku Ha MapCHaHCKUX Ka-
Hanax. IIporuBHas nnanera stor Onurep, HO OH Bceraa MHTEpECOBa
MeHs. Bo3MoxHO, MOTOMY, 4TO BeCbMa Ha MeHS NMOXOAUT. OH TakoH
GoNBIIOH M TaKoH paBHOAYLIHBIH k ocTanbHOM Ccreme. JleTut cebe mo
opbure, nenaer o6opor Bokpyr ConHIa 3a JBEHAALATh JIET U TalHT 32
co00ii 1eBATh OONBIINX U Kydy MEJIKUX IUIaHETOK, He CIIpallInBasi, XO-
TAT OHHU 3TOTro WK HeT. OH BOOOLIE MOX0XK Ha TPOMaJHYO XHMHUUYECKYIO
naboparopuro. Ha ero noBepXxHOCTH MOXHO HaiTU Bce peAvyailiie Xu-
MHUecKHe dieMeHThl. M y Hero Takoe BHICOKOE aTMOC(epHOe 1aBlIeHHe
Y TPaBUTALMA, YTO OH, Ka3aJ0Ch, MOXET TBOPHUTH C 3TUMH JJIEMEHTaMH
BCe, 4To yroaHo. IIpu Mpicisax 06 3TOM CTaHOBHUTCS JaXke MPUSATHO, YTO
Hac 3all{IIAIOT TaKue Ha/leXKHble cKadaHaphI.
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Terneps OHH MODIIM MEperoBapuBaThcs Oe3 MOMOIIM parii. ATMOC-
(epa BOKpyT cTasia TaKOM IUIOTHOH, YTO y>ke IepeaaBana 3ByKU. 3Be3/bl
HCYE3JTH, ¥ NOCTENEeHHO BOKPYT TeMHeno. COoHEe4HBbIH cBET BooOLIe He
JIOX0oOuT 10 noBepxHocTH HOmurepa, OTOMY 4TO ra3oBO€ OAESIIO MOJI-
HOCTBIO OTPa’KaeT WJIM MOIVIOMIAET C1a0ble COIHEYHBIE JTyYH, JOJIETar0-
LIM€ B TaKYIO JaJib.

OHM Haya/I1 yMeHbIIaTh CBOIO TskecTh. [lafaTe UM Hajnexkano eue
OoJiee Tpex 4acoB, a, MPU CYLIECTBYIOLIEH CKOPOCTH, OHH JIOCTHUTHYT
MOBEPXHOCTH IUIAHEThI CIMIIKOM ObicTpo, H g0 IOnmurep-cutu oka-
JKETCA CJIMILKOM JAJIEKO, YTOOBI OHTH IIELIKOM.

OHH Bce BpeMs INIAAeNM Ha 4achl, U OT 3TOr0 BpeMs TAHYJOCH elle
MeJlJICHHEE.

OHH MOITIM OLIEHHBATh CBOIO BBICOTY HaJl MOBEPXHOCTHIO JIMIUL Ha
[J1a30K, ¥ UM Ka3ajocCh, YTO OCTAETCA BCETO JIMIIb Mapa KUIOMETPOB,
U TYT Ha 000MX HaxJIbIHYN cTpax. OHM MaJany B TEMHOTE Ha IUIAHETY,
cyllla KOTOPOM COCTABJISIET MATh C NOJIOBUHON MIJIJTHAPOB KBaJpaTHBIX
KwiomMeTpoB. OHY MOIVIM pacCYMTaTh BpeMs MaJIeHUus W, €ClId He OLIU-
6nuce, To FOnuTep-cUTH NOMKEH OBITH I1e-TO B MATHCOTKHJIOMETPOBOM
paguyce. Ho maTecoT KMIIOMETPOB OBLTO HE JIy4llie MHJUTHOHA, CTONBKO
M0 NEPECEYEHHOM MECTHOCTH IUIAHETHI MM HE JIOWTH.

TEIIEPB OHM oka3anuck B MUpEe MaJIEHBKHX, 3araZJOYHBIX 3BYKOB.
CHusy noHocwiach Lienas JlaBUHa mIyMoB. Uto 310? 3ByK TpeHHS HX
ckadangpoB 06 armochepy? Kpuku sxuBorHbix? JlaBunsl? Wnu npo-
CTO CTpEeMHTENbHOE NBWKEHHE CTpyd mapa? BeposrHo, nocnensee,
nomyman Konbu, a MoXeT, IO HAMM JIEXKUT OKeaH KaKuX-HUOyIp aj-
CKUX XUMMKAJIHii, O)KUIas MOMEHTa, KOorma cyMmeeT WX cxBaTuth. OH
COIPOTHYJICH.

Hactynunu nocnenHue ceKyHIbl HapsDKEHHOTO oxxuaanusd. Mx He-
PBBI OBUTH CJIMIIKOM HATSHYTHI B O)KHJAHMH TEPBOTO KOHTAKTa C I0-
BepXHOCTHIO. K TOMY 7K€ OHY CIIMIIKOM ycTanu. Tak 4yTo najany fanpiie
mom4a. OHH JieTenu CKBO3b TbMY, 6€3yCIelIHO NBITasCh MOHAThH, KOraa
e, HakoHel, ynaayT. Konbu mMor Obl BHECTH HEKOTOPYIO SICHOCTb B MX
CHTYalMIO, eclid Obl cobpalicss ¢ MBICIIAMH U BCIIOMHHJI O TIOMCKOBOM
¢oHape, BCTPOEHHOM B rpyAb ronuTepuaHckoro ckaganapa. Ho oH He
BCIIOMHMII, TaK ke, kak ¥ J{eBepen, nHaue oHU OBI yxe u30aBmwin cebds
OT y>kaca HeonpeaeJIeHHOCTH.

IToroMm Konbu nouyBcTBOBaN, Kak MO CIIHHE MEJIKUMM JIalKaMu Mpo-
6exan crpax. [ToroMy 4TO YTO-TO KOCHYJIOCH €ro HOT.

ITotoM ewe pa3. Uro-To HOTparuBasoCh 10 HUX B TEMHOTE JIETKHUMU
naJjiblaMH, N0 KpaiiHel Mepe, Tak kasanock. JleBepen IIyMHO B3/I0X-
HyJ1. OHH OMBITATMCH OCTABaThCS B BEPTHKAJILHOM HOJIOKEHHH, YTOOBI
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YOApUTBECA O MOBEPXHOCTh IUIAHETHI HANPYKUHEHHBIMH HOTaMH, a He
60koM nik — He Aaii bor! — ronoeoii. Ho 310 6bLIO HE Tak-TO MPOCTO.
OHM Me[UIeHHO MOBEPHYIHCh Ha OOK, OTHasHHO 3aMaxald pyKaMu, HO
3TO HE NTOMOIJIO.

CHOBa YTO-TO KOCHYJOCH MX, TOYHO MATKOH KHUCTBHIO, a TIOTOM OHH
BAPYT MOKATUIKMCH BHHU3 MO KPYTOMY CKJIOHY. Pe3ko ocTaHOBHIMCH Ha
4yeM-TO TBepaoM. U nexxanu HemoABHKHO, BBDKUAS, [TOKA CJIErka yCro-
KOSITCS HaTAHYTHIE JIO Tpenena HepBhl. M, jiexxa, OHH TOYyBCTBOBAJIH,
KaK YTO-TO JIYIIUT 10 HUM CBEPXY, YacTo, TOUHO OapabaHHas ApoOs.

v

OHHA OJHOBPEMEHHO BCKOYMIM Ha HOTH B NOJHOM TEMHOTE.

—Yro 510? — po6opmoran Konbu, a G6omGapaupoBKa 4eM-TO MATKUM
HE NpeKpaLjaIach.

Jesepen 3amep, 3atem paccmesica. OH HartoMHII1 Konbu o ¢onape,
BCTPOEHHOM B cKadaHIpbI, U BKIo4mI cBoid. Konbu cMmyieHHo ynbi6-
HYJICSI, OTKPbUI HarpyAHYIO MaHe b cKahaHapa U cliesial TOT XKe CaMoe.
JlBa ApxuX dyda OCBETHIIM KaKyIO-TO KPyTALLyIocs OeiTyro Maccy.

AraxoBaBHIYe NX CHapAAbl OKa3aJIMCh HUYE€M MHBIM, KaK OFPOMHBIMH,
CTPEMMTEJIbHO NAJAAIOIMMH KaIUIAMHU OeJIOH JKUAKOCTH.

— Hoxas? — yauBIeHHO BOCKIMKHYN KonGu.

— Ckopee, xxuakui ammuak, — Bospasui [esepen. — Ha IOnurepe ne
OBIBacT TPOIMYECKUX JIHBHeH. B TakoM Xonone ObITh HE MOXKET HHKa-
KoM >xuko#i Boasl. OHa Bed 371eCh MpeCTaBIeHa B BUe bja. [lostomy
B lOnmrep-cuTH NMpUXoAUTCS TPOU3BOAUTE COOCTBEHHYIO BOAY. A 3TO
JIOJDKEH OBITH XKHIKUM aMMHaK, T0X/b U3 HEro OeclBETeH U HallOMH-
HaeT OOBIYHYIO BOLY.

Konbu nocBeTrI1 CBOMM JIy4OM B pa3HbIe CTOPOHBI M ITOTY YU pa3Mbl-
TO€ BIIEUATIICHUE OT KPyTAIIMXcsA OenbIX CTpyH JUBHA. BHHMare/npHO
MPUCMOTPEBIUKCH, OH [IOHS, YTO MI0YBa, HA KOTOPOH OHU CTOSIIH, [TOYTH
JIMIIEeHa TPEHUs, OTIOIMPOBaHHAs BEYHBIM MaJEHUEM JKUIKOTO aMMHU-
aka. OHH CTOSA/IH Ha IIOJIONOM CKJIOHE U CTalli OCTOPOXHO MOAHUMAThCS
110 HEMY, TI0Ka He YTKHYJIMCh B INIAJIKyIO, TOYHO ariiac, CTEHY.

Kon6u notapuit ty4oM GoHapst ¥ YBHIEI, 4TO 3TO TOJICTHIN Gasaib-
TOBBIA [NWIb, PE3KO MOJHUMAIOIIHUICSA, HO BCKOpE Pe3K0 OOpBIBaIO-
muiica. Kak pa3 00 Hero oHu M ynapuinuch BO BpeMs maneHus. OHu
obouuty cronb, OKa3aBIUWiCA MOYTH aOCONMIOTHO CUMMETPUYHBIM, U
YBUZEIH, 4TO IO JPYTYIO €ro CTOPOHY CKJIOH UAET yke BHU3. Torna oHu
MPUHAIMCH CITyCKAThCsl IO HEMY M JIOLIM 1O TOTO, YTO NOKa3aj0Ch Ha
npya. Konbu npennonoxun, YyTo HaloOMHEH OH TOXe >KUAKHM aMMHa-
koM. OH nocBeTus1 HaJl HUM GOHApeEM, U JIy4 Ynepcs B BEPTUKAIbHYIO

36



CTEHY, C KOTOpOH TOPOIUIMBBIMHU PYy4bSMH TEKIH MOTOKM aMMHaka. C
Oepera, rae OHM CTOSIIH, 10 CTE€HBI OBUIO MPHUMEPHO COPOK IIAroB.

Konbu o6Hapyun, 9ro cTeHa TSHETCs BBEpX, HACKOJIBKO XBaTaeT
Jayda ¢oHaps, U B Heil He BUOHO HU ogHOro paspeiBa. He Obuio mpu
5TOM Pa3phbIBOB U B 06€ cTopoHBI. CTEHa CTOsIa Y HUX Ha IyTH Hempe-
OIONHMMOM Tperpajiom.

OHH HAITPABWIMICB Bjonb BofioeMa, NOCTOSHHO OCMAaTpHBas
oTKOC. MHHYT 4epes IATHaaTh OHU OOHapy MM, YTO, XOTA CTeHa H
OTCTyIIaJIa BpeMs OT BPEMEHH OT BOJIOEMa, B Hell He ObLIIO HU €IMHOTO
npoxoza. )

Konbu BHe3anHo ocTaHOBHIICH, 3afyMaBILKMCh. 3aT€M IMOLIEN Aablie
10 CKJIOHY BJIOJb CTeHBI, 1 JleBepel BoneH-HeBonel nocae0Bal 3a HUM.
Eme uepe3 HECKOIBKO MHHYT OHH BBILITH K 3HAKOMOMY Y>Ke IUTTHITIO, U
Konbu pazapaxkeHHO BBIpyracs.

— Brl Bce nmoHsu? — KpUBO ycMexHyIcs oH JleBepenty.

— ITonsn uro?

— MB&I Ha ocTpoBe! OCTpOB JIEKUT B 03€PE KUIKOr0 aMMHaKa, a 03epo
5TO OKpYXKAeT BepTUKaJIbHas, camMasi HEMPHUCTYITHAsA U3 BCeX, YTO s BH-
JeNl, CTeHa, — C OTBpaIleHHEM NPOBOPYAIT OH.

Onu 3amomuanu. Jloxxap npoJospkan najark, He yTuxas U He ociiabe-
Basgd. OHM CTOsUTH, 3allMIIEHHbIE OT Hero ckadaxapamu, H 3mwimce. Ho
MOXKHO JIH 3/IMThCS Ha CIIEMyIO IPUpOIy?

JeBepen Obu1 Bee ellle NPUKOBaH Hapy4yHUKaMu Kk Konou. BuesanHo
OH pe3Ko BBIKpYTHI pyKy. Paznancs rpomkuii Tpeck. Konbu nosep-
HyJICs, KaK TUTP, C HCKAXKEHHBIM JIULIOM.

— Huuero crpaiuHoro, neifreHant, — ycmexHyncs Jlesepen. — [Touemy
MBI JOJDKHBI OCTaBaThCs NMPHUKOBAHHBIMU APYT K APYTy TaKUMHM HEHa-
Je>xHpIMU okoBaMu. Hapy4Huku Bce paBHO Obl He Beinepkaiii. Buaure
JIY, OHM CJieJIaHbl U3 CILIaBa, KOTOPHIE JIETKO TPECKAETCS B TAKOM XOJIOJIE
— B OTJIMYHE OT IONUTEPUAHCKUX CKadaHIPOB.

Konbu cTosin HecKoNbKO CEKyH], 3aTeM, OCKIaOUBIIKCh, CYHYN CBOH
6macrep o6parHO B KOOypYy.

— W uto Gygem aenare Tenepb? — CAPOCHI MPECTYITHHUK.

Konbu uHH4YHO yCMexHyrcs.

— HemHoro nocroum 3xeck. 3areM nocuaum. [lotom cHOBa BCTaHeM
u noctonuM. Kak u Bce NpUroBopeHHsle K CMEPTH, MBI OyzieM JenesTsb
JIOKHBIE HaJeXK/Ibl, KOTOpble HUKOrAa He cOymyTes.

— Kak unrepecHo, — Herpomko npotsaHyn Jlesepen. — IIpennonararo,
yTO Tak Oyner anmMThes 10 6eckoHeuHocTH. Ho MHe He HpaBUTCs 3TaKas
nporpamma. JlanHo, naBaiite Bce ke csaeM.

Onu cenu.



Jlosro TAHYNOCh MOTYaHHUE.

To u nmeno Haneramu MATKUE NMOPHIBBI AMMHAKoOBOTO BeTpa. MHorna
OHH CJIBILIIATH, KAk aMMHaK, J)Kyp4a, Te4eT M0 oTkocy. JIoXKIb U3 aMMH-
aka Bce NPOJOJDKAJIC, U CTYK KareJib HalloMuHas1 6apabaHHyro 1poOb.
Ho, B o6mieM, Bce 3TH 3BYKH JHIIb MOAYEPKUBAIH BEUHYIO HEU3MEH-
HOCTb 3JICIIHUX MECT.

V Konu BO3HHKIIO YYBCTBO, YTO €CJIH OH MOCHIMT 3/1€Ch elle He-
MHOI'0, TO CaM CTaHeT TaKUM >X€ HEM3MEHHBIM. [ HepBbI ero He BBHI-
aepkany. C 6ecCHIbHBIM phIYaHHEM OH BCKOYMII Ha HOTH U mobexan kK
kpato o3epa. Ilowmen o Gepery, cBeTs doHapeM BO BceX HanpaBlIeHUSX.
JeBepen Habmonal, Kak OH CKpBIBA€TCS B TYMAaHe.

3ATEM OH JIET u nexxasl HENOABMXKHO, C MPU3PAYHOH YIIBIOKO# Ha
muue. Beerna, korna oH nyOoko 3ayMbIBalCs, Y HETO BCET/Ia MOSBIIs-
Jack Takas npu3paqHas ynbioka. Tak OH NpUXOAWI K Pa3IMYHBIM BBIBO-
JlaM, KOTOpbI€ MOIVIH YTO-TO 3HAYMTh... 2 MOIJIA U HE 3HAYUTh HUYETO.

— Csnpre, neiTeHaHT, — ckaszan oH, korga Konbu BepHyncs. — Bee
BalllM [TOUCKH OECIOIE3HBI.

Kon6u cenn.

JleBepen OTKMHYJCS Ha CIIMHY Ha DIAJKOM MaTepualie OCTpOBa H
B3IIOXHYIL.

— B#r1 xe 3Haete, Konbu, 4to, BO3MOXKHO, MBI COBCEM HENAJIeKO OT
ropoza.

— HagrepHoe, — 6e3pa3nuuno oteetun Konbu.

— Xopoo nomeutars 06 3ToM, He Tak Jiu? Tem Gonee uro, kaxercs,
MBI HUKOT/Ia HE YBU/IUM TOPO.

— Kaxercs.

— A oH obopynoBaH BceMH ynobctBamMu. TaM ceTs ena, MpoTo4YHas
BOIa, OTAIUTUBaeMble NIOMELIEHHS [UIS XKUIbs, 1ab0paTopuu U MacTep-
ckue s paborbl. KoHEYHO ke, 3TO BCEero JMiIb MeyTa, YTO ropon
MOXET OBITh COBCEM PsIOM. A KyIIOJI FOpoJia OKpY>KaeT Moryuas, He-
npyxemoOHas cpena. Iloscrony sa0BHTbIE ra3sl, KOTOpbe Bbl BPSI JIU
MOXkeTe Ha3biBaTh arMocgepoii. KpacHsle, 3eneHsle, SI0BUTO-KENIThIE
LIMaHU/Ibl, aMMHAK, cepa. A ellle TOpoJ OKPY>KaloT TOpbl, B3IbIMAIOLIH-
€cs Ha IATh-1IEeCTh KAJIOMETPOB, a 3aTeéM IMOYTH BEPTHKAIBHO Mazaro-
M€ C IPOTHUBOIIONOXKHOM CTOPOHBI. YeToBeK MOYTH HUYETO HE 3HAET O
HHX, a yX TeM Golree, 4To JIEKHT Jalbllie, 32 HUMH. YenoBeKy BMOIHE
XBaTaeT TEPPUTOPHH BOKPYr IOmuTEep-cUTH paaMycoM COpPOK MATh —
IATHAECAT KAJIIOMETPOB. A Bellb 32 TOPAMH MHOTO HHTEPECHBIX BEILEH:
JIOJIMHBI Tei3epoB, 03epa, paBHUHBI — ¥ KPYT'OM IOJIHO BCIYECKHX XKH-
KX XUMHKaNHi. A eme 371ech cymecTByeT POHTaH U3 KHIKOrO aMMH-
aka, KOTOPBIH XJIIIET MPSMO M3 HEeNpUcCTynmHoro yteca. Henmp3s maxe
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BOOOpa3UTh ero UCTOUYHUK. Clieys JIOTHKE U H3MEPUB CIUTY MaJaole
’KHAKOCTH, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO 5TOT POHTaH IMyCcKaeT CBOIO CTPYIO KH-
JIOMETPOB Ha NATh BBepX. HekoToprle uccienoBareny NOAHUMAIHCH CO
CBOMMHU IpubopaMu K HeMy B ropbl. OHU MOAHSIUCH MOYTH Ha LIECTb
KHJIOMETPOB — 3TOT OBbliIa camasi BbICOKas ropa Ha FOnurepe, Bbile U
OBITH HE MOIVIO H3-3a CHJIBI TSDKECTH, — M oTepsiu cinen @oxrana. OHu
HE HalIUTM €ro UCTOYHHK. 3aT0 0OHApY KHIIH, YTO TaM, HaBEpPXY, ropaszo
TeIUlee, U AMMHAK TaM He MOXKET ObITh >KUAKOCTBIO. Tak Kkak ke Tam
MOXKET CyLIeCTBOBaTh MCTOYHUK DOHTaHa Tak BBICOKO B ropax? 3t1o
NO-TIpEeXHEMY OcTaeTcs TalHOU. A ewe, Konbu, ecTb cTpaHHBIE XOIMBI
1okHee FOnuTep-cutu. OHM COCTOAT U3 camoro TeepAoro... — OH BHe-
3aHo 3aMonyai. — BaMm yxe ckyuHo?

— Ja Hert, nponomkaiite, — xMbikHyn Kon6u. — Toneko cTpaHHO cibl-
LIATh, KaK BBl HACATU3UPYETE 3Ty IUIAHETY.

Ho JleBepen nexan HEMOABIKHO U YK€ HMYero He rosopui. Oue-
BHJHO, OH CKa3aJl BCE, YTO XOTelL.

Kon6u Toxe ner psaaoM. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, KaKk €ro OXBaTWJIO TOJHOE
6e3pazmune. OH Gonblie He Gecriokomncs 06 uX cyanbe, Teneps, Koraa
MOHSI, YeM Bce 3aKOHYMTCA. Kakoe-To Bpems OHM ellle MOXKHUBYT, a Io-
cie ympyT. M HM4ero apyroro eMy He NPUXOAWIO Ha yM. Yke 3achinas,
OH CMYTHO NpPHUIIOMHWI, KaKk Ha ByikaHe mo3Boswi SToMy MpecTyI-
HHKY BOT TaKXe JIeXaTh PSJOM, H TOrAa OH ObUI TOKe YBEpEH, 4TO HX
noJo)keHue copeplueHHO Oe3HagexHo. Ho JleBepen Bce jxe Hamen u3
HEro BBIXOA... Pazymeercs, Tenepsb Bce ObU10 wHaue. Ha 3ToT pa3 y Hux
ACHCTBUTENBHO He 6pUI0 HUKAKOro BbIxoAa. C 3TOH MBICIBIO OH U yC-
HyJ1, TaK KaK y>acHO yCTaj. A Koraa oH mpocHyscs, [leBepena Hurae
He ObLI0.

\%

KOJIBA OBBICKAJI Bech OCTPOB, OCBETHJI KaX/IBI YroJoK, Ije
MOT cripsATaThes npecTynHuK. OH Jaxke TIATeIBbHO OCMOTpE IUMHIb,
TOpYALMii B LIEHTPE OCTPOBA, HO ATO YK€ ObUI XKECT, YKa3bIBAIOLIHU Ha
€ro HOJIHOE 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBO.

IToToMm 3amelnaTenbCTBO YCTYIUIIO MECTO KUIISILEMY THEBY, HallpaB-
JIEHHOMY Ha camoro ce0s. JleBepen cHOBa BOCIIONB30BAJICS CBOCH H3BO-
POTIMBOCTRIO M yiIel oT 3akoHa. OH cHoBa BeicTaBun Konbu gypakom.

Ho mpokisaTusMu, oChIMaBIIMMU COOCTBEHHYIO DTYMOCTh, OBLIO He
peHIUTb MeYyIecs B FOJIOBE BOIIPOCHI.

Kyna mor nerscs Hesepen? Uro moxackazana eMy ero u3ouipeHHas
noruka?

Konbu cen u nomsitaics xyMars.
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CymecTBoBaNU HenpenoxHbie GpakTel. OH HAXOAMWICA Ha OCTPOBE AH-
aMeTPOB B CEMBJIECAT 11aroB, B LIEHTPE 03€pa METPOB CTa B AUAMETpe.
O3epo OKpY>KEHO CIUIOUIHON CTEHOM.

Ilen poxap, AOKAP U3 aMMHUAKa, NagaroMKi 6€30CTaHOBOYHO, CHIIb-
HBIMH CTPYSMH — 3TaKUH BEUHbIH TUBEHb. 3HAUUT JIH 3TO YTO-HUOYAB?
He moxxeT nu 31ech KpBIThCS Kakasg-To nojickaska? BaesanHo B ero ro-
JIOBE YTO-TO IIEJKHYJIO. 3HAYMT JIM 3TO 4To-HUOYAs? Pasymeercs, 3Ha-
yut! [Touemy He nonHUMaeTcs ypoBeHb BoAbl? [loueMy 03epo He BbIXO-
T 13 OeperoB U He 3ayMBaeT ocTpoBok? He Ob110 HUKAaKOro BUAMMOTO
WCTOYHHKA, 3HAYUT, JOJLKEH CyLIECTBOBATh HEBUAMMBIi!

Kon6u Beck Hanpsrcs. iMenHo Tak [leBepeiy ynanoch yCKOJIb3HYTh
orcropa! Ho, MenbkHyna 6onee Tpe3Bas MBICIb, €CIIHA BBIXOZ ObLT NMoj-
3eMHBIH, TO U MpUBeJ OBl OH Kyla-To Ha NTyOHHY B KWJIOMETp MOJ MOo-
BepxHOCTEIO IOmmTepa.! Ho Benp 310 emie Xyxe, 4eM CyLIECTBYIOLIEE
HoJIoXKeHue!

JeBepen, NOMKHO OBITh, OKOHYATENBHO CHATWI, NoayMan ObLio
Konbu 1 TyT ke cebe Bozpaswi: HeT, JleBepest He AT, OH ObLI CIUIL-
KOM XHTPOYMHBIM, IIPHYEM CIIOCOOHBIM PUCKHYTh, KOIZIa BOSHUKAET Ta-
Kas Hyxna. Heyxenu 3To TOT camblit IaHe, KOTOpBIH yrmyctin Konbu?

OH ayMan, [yMan i He MOT PeluTh npobiemy.

IloroM OH BCHOMHWJI CTPaHHBIA MOHOJIOL, KOTOPBIM pa3BiieKajcs
NPeCTyNHUK Iepen TeM, kak Kondu ycHyn, v yem Gonblue oH gymain
00 sTOM, TeM Gonee Obu1 yOex/ieH, uTo JleBepes roBopui Bce 3TO He
MPOCTO TaK, a, BO3MOXKHO, XoTen aarh Konbu monackasky, HAMEKHYTb,
Kak OH cOexar.

OH cienalt 0coOblii aKLIEHT Ha OTKPBITOM yesioBekoM Ha FOmurepe 3a-
rajoyHoM sBieHuH — @onTane. Bo3MOXHO JIHM, YTO KMEHHO 3TO 03€pO U
66110 HctounnkoM @onrana? Hert, aToro He MoXeT ObITh, pa3apakeHHO
MogyMali OH. YueHble foka3aiy, 4To MoHTaH HAXOAWUTCs Ha MATHKMIIO-
METPOBOH rope, a Tak BbICOKO aMMHUaK HE MOXKET KOHIEHCUPOBAaThCA B
JKUJIKOCTb.

HUrak, Konbu gormkeH oreepruyTh uaeto @onrana — Ho... OH ynpsamo
nonarai, 4ro Jlesepen Hamekan Ha DoHTaH, KaK Ha BO3MOXKHBIN BBIXOJ
U3 UX TIOJIOKEHHUS.

Torga Konbu BcTan M ciiycTHiIcs K Kpato 03€pa, OCTOs TaM, BIVIs-
IBIBAsICh B IPO3PadHyI0, KaKk BOJa, XKUIKOCTh, HECKOJIBKO CEKyH/1 Kojie-
Oascs, 3aTeM PEeLIMTENILHO CTYIIHI B 03€pO.

JHO BBICTPO omnyckanoch, u KonOu noHsu1, 4To 03epo 0YeHb Iy~
6oxoe. OH men Bepea pOBHBIM, HeCTIEITHBIM [aroM. Bosia nogHsnacek
1o koneH, Oeaep, mied... Kondu ocraHOBMIICS, CHOBa 3aKojieOaBUINCH
OT XyTKoro npeauyectBus. OH Oosiics marath B NTyOHHBI HEH3BECT-
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They felt no sense of weight; their very motion, being the effect of Jupiter's gravita-
tion, was its cancellation. There was mothing but the tiniest sense of acceleration.

HOCTH, €ro 4yTb ObUIO He TOUIHWIO OT cTpaxa. Ho oH Bce e noiuen
Aanplie, ¥, KOraa JOXAb rnepecran 6apabaHUThb MO 1UIEMY, IIOHS, YTO
MOTPY3UIICS B 03€PO C FOJIOBOH.
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OH czenan ouepeqHOH LIar, HO Hora He Hamymnaina onopy. OH aep-
HyJcst ObUIO Ha3ajl, CTPEMACH COXPaHUTh PABHOBECHE, HO HE yAepiKaJcs
¥ CTaj MeJIEHHO MajaTh B OE3JOHHYIO IPONACTh... KOTOpas TYT Ke
koHumnace. Ctpaxu Konbu okazamuce He o6ocHoBaHel. OH mpH3eM-
JIMIICSA Ha HOTHM Ha KaKylO-TO TBEPAYIO IIOBEPXHOCTh U TYT XK€ BKITFOYHIT
¢oHapb, BCTPOEHHKIH B rpyab ckadaHapa, XOTsS HaMepeBaJICi CHadasa
Oepedb 3HEprHIo AJiA Oonee MO3MHUX Ype3BbYAMHBIX cuTyauui. JIyu
MOT POOHUTHCS HEANIEKO B 3TOM KHUIKOCTH, OJHAKO, YMEHBLIHI CTPax
Konbu nepen HEM3BECTHOCTBIO.

Eme necaTok maros, ¥ OH OKa3aJics Nepe]] CTEHOH, KOTopas TAHYNach
U 1o AHy o3epa. Konbu nocnenosa BIonb Hee, OMUPAsACh O KAMEHb py-
KOH, 9YTOOBI COXpPaHMTh PaBHOBECHE.

O3epo OGbUTO CTIOKOMHEIM, HO B BOJIE BCE )K€ OLIYINAIOCH HEOOBIOE
TeueHue. Konbu noHumal, 4ro HATH HyKHO OBLIO [0 HEMY, H yTeIIaJICs
ele TeM, YTO OH HaBepHAKA HJIET Ty/Aa >ke, Ky/a HampaBuics Jlesepen.

Teuenue cranoBunock Bee cuibHee. Y Konbu 6pu10 cTpaHHOE onry-
IeHHe, CJIOBHO JIa[IOHH THTaHTa MATKO TOJNKAIOT ero Briepea. OH nomnsl-
TaJICd OCTAHOBHUTBLCSA M, K Y)Kacy CBOEMY, MOHI, YTO HE MOXET 3TOro
cAaenarb.

OH nonsiTasicss ObUIO CONMPOTHBIATEC, HO TYT e OCThUI. becmo-
JIe3HO OOPOTHCS ¢ HEOTBPATHMBIM.

3areM ero OTOpBajIO OT JHA M Hadyajo Bpamars. JKuaKkocTs BOKpYT
CJIOBHO SApOCTHO 3akunesna. Ero nopnewsio BOpaBoO C 3aXBaThIBAIOLIECH
nyx Osictporoii, 1 Konbu noka3zanock, OyATO OH CHBIIMT, KaKk T'YAUT
Hecyascs MUMO >KHUAKOCTh. [010Ba y HEero 3akpy>kujiach, HO OH yCren
elle TOyMarh, YTO, BEPOATHO, €r0 HECET K BBIXOAY M3 TyHHENs, TAHY-
IEMYCsl TIOJl CTEHOM.

Eme HeckosbKO ceKyHI ero Hecso no npsMoi. Pasymeercs, y Konbu
He OBUIO CTONBKO ONTHMM3Ma, YTOOBI IIpearnoiarath, 4To Tak Oyner
MPOJOIDKAThCA BEYHO. Pasymeercs, Ho/mkeH ObITh MOBOPOT, Aa €Ile U
He ofiH. J[omkeH GBITh MOBOPOT, MOCIE YEro XXKUAKOCTh MOHIAET KPyTO
BHU3. Kon6u npekpacHO MOHMMAJ 3TO U >KAall CO CTPaXoM, YTO €ro Ino-
BIIeYeT NTyOoke B HEJpa ITAHETHI.

Ho, no-BuauMoMy, 3akoHbI (PM3UKH U JIOTUKH He NeHCTBOBAIM Ha Ta-
Ko# 6e3ymMHOI utaHere, kak IOmurep, MOTOMy 4YTO MOTOK W HE QyMai
HalpaBJATECA BHU3. HanpoTuB, OH noonumancs.

Kon6u Ob11 CTUIIKOM OIIeNIOMIIEH, YTOOBI HCKATh 3TOMY OObSICHEHHE.
Jla OH 1 He IyMail, 4TO ecTb Takoe 0ObscHeHHe. Beb MoTOK 3TOMH Xua-
KOCTH IIPOCTO He MO2 IOHIMAThCs !

Ho on nonnumancs!
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YEPE3 KAKOE-TO Bpems Konbu noHs;1, 4ro yxe He MOXKET MbIC-
JIMTH SICHO. 32 Yac TaKOTO FOJIOBOKPY>KHTENIBHOIO ITOABEMA €r0 HEeOx-
HOKpaTHO GHJIO O CTEHbI TYHHEJIA, ¥, XOTA IONUTepUaHCKue ckadaHIpbl
CIIaBIJIHCH CBOEH JIETEHAAPHOMN HEYyI3BUMOCTBIO, HUM-TO CAMHM HHYETO
He 6b110, a BOT y Konbu BHyTpH nocie kaxkaoro ynapa Bce KOCTH IMPOH-
3a51a KyTKas 60ib.

Bpamasce Ha 3T0#i GECKOHEYHOH Kapycesd, OH He MOT QyMaTh HH
0 YeM, JIMUIB XKeJsal, YToObl Bce MOCKOpee KOHYHIOCh. OH MOHATUS He
MMeJl, Ky/la ero HeCeT, HO CTPAaCTHO XOTeN MOCKOpPEe OUYTHUTHCS TaM.

BHesanHo noxsem npekparuics. Terneps ero Heca0 NpsAMO MO TOpH-
30oHTaIU. O3€pO NODKHO OCTaTbCs Ha HECKONBKO KHJIOMETPOB BHH3Y.
3OT0 HEBEPOATHOE 03€pO, KOTOPOE OTIPABIIIIO U3NHILIKH CBOETO COAep-
’KHMOTO BBEpPX, UTHOPHPYS 3aKOH TArOTeHuUs !

3areM OH BHE3allHO HaKPEHWICS MOJ YIJIOM B TPHUALATH I'PaJIycoB,
H ero Bce ObIcTpee U GpICTpee MOBOIOKIO KyAa-To BHU3. BOT TyT B ro-
JIOBE y HEro 4yTh-4yTh NpOcBeTIeNno, U Konbu naxe nokaszanock, 4ro
OH YXBaTHJI 32 XBOCT UCTHHY. Ho HCTHHA yCcKoONBb3HYINa, KOrJja OH Hava
TepATh CO3HAHHE.

Co3HaHKMe OH Tepsal INOCTENEHHO, U STOMY BeCbMa COAEHCTBOBAIH
yZapel o cTeHKH TyHHens. [locneqHee, 4To OH MOMHHIJI, Tak 3TO TO, YTO
CHIIa TSDKECTH BIPYT CTaJjla paBHOM 3eMHOi. [1anan oH GBICTPO U HUYEM
HE MOT' 3aMEJUTUTh 3TO MajieHHe. 3aTeM TeMHOTa TyHHess IPOHUKIIA K
HeMy B ronoBy. Konbu He 3HaJ1, YeM 3aKOHYMTCS 9TOT CITyCK, HO...

VI

CHAYAJIA KOJIBH nouyBcTBOBaJl Cpa3y JBe Belld. Bo-nepBeix,
CTPEMHTEJNIHOE JIBI)KEHHE M JKYTKHH peB, OT KOTOPOro BUOpHpOBAIIO
BCE €ro Teo. A BO-BTOPHIX, APKUH CBET, HAIIpaBIeHHbIH eMy NPsIMO B
Jauuo. OH nonbITancs XOoTh YTO-HUOYIb pasMIsAAeTh B 9TOM Jlyye, HO He
cmor: Ho xots 651 OH NOHAJ, YTO 3TO 3a CBET TAKOH.

— Kak ce0s gyBcTByews? — paszgaics coBceM psagoM ronoc JleBepena,
u xoraa Konbu caenan nonsITKy NoaHATECS, 100aBUIT: — JIeXH-exH, He
CTOUT Tebe BCTaBaTh.

[Mpomopraeumics, Konbu yBunen y Hero B pyke Onacrep — cmepro-
HOCHO€ OpY>KHE ABaJlaTh TPEThEero BeKka. 3peHHe MOCTENEHHO Iposic-
Hssiock. Bokpyr Obin Mpak. JIyu donaps nponsan xpyTsimecs, pasHo-
UBETHBIE CTPYHKH UCTIapEHUH.

— 51 Tak ¥ 3HaJ, YTO THI MOSBHUILBCS, — 3asiBUJT NPECTYTTHHK.

—3nan?

— Pazymeercs. 51 3Han, 4To K0 T€OA MOCTENEHHO NOWIET, YTO THI 1OJI-
’eH MocneaoBarh 3a MHOM. Pazymeercs, caM s To)xe JeHCTBOBaJ IMILIb
HayraJ. Sl BoBce He ObUT yBEPEH, YTO OKaXKyCh B 0€30MaCHOCTH.
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— A Ml B 6e30omacHocTH? — mpobopMotan Konbu.

— Hy, xak Mbl MoxeM ObITh B 6e30macHOCTH? PeB, KOTOPBIi THI CIIbI-
[IaJ1 ¥ CTPEMHUTENIFHOE ABMKEHHE — Bee 9TO M ecTh PoHTaH. OH majaeT
MPUMEPHO MeTpax B MATHAESCATH Mo3aau Teds B riybokoe ozepo. U3
o3epa 51 Teds U BBUIOBIIL ThI TUIaBa)T TaM 0e3 co3HaHus. TBoe cyacTbe,
YTO ThI IOrafiajicsl BOBpeMs yMEHBIIUTh Bec ckadaHpa, TOUHO TaK ke,
Kak JIO 9TOrO U s caM. A Temneph Thl HaABEpPHSKA JIOMaells cebe rojioRy,
royeMy s yIies, He B3sAB TeOs ¢ coboif. Kak 51 yxe ckasan, s 3Hal, 4To
THI IIOCHEAyemb 3a MHOM. s 3TOrO 51 M Aan Tebe BecbMa Npo3payHbie
noackasku Hacuer @ourana. Konbwu, eciiu 661 g B35 T€bs ¢ coboid, TO
ocraBajics Obl mo-npekHeMy B TBoeii BiacTi. Ho, kak BuauLIb, TENepb
BIIACTh Mepermia ko MHe. [Tociie Toro, Kak s ofo/bkun y Tebs Gnacrep, —
HaCMELUTNBO JOOABUIT OH.

Konbu meicnenHo npoctoHan. JIo cux mop OH He MOHUMAaJI, YTO BCe
KOHYEHO.

— U 4ro Tenepb? — ¢ ropeubio CIpOCHII OH.

— MHe Hy>HBI TBOH BepHTEJIbHBIE IPAMOTEHI.

—Yro?

— Kon6wu, B FOnurep-cuti MHE OalyT UMMYHUTET. S MOTY B34Th TaM
KOpalbJib M YJIeTeTh... Hy, HeBaXHO, Kyaa. Ho Ui 3TOro MHe Hy>XHbI
TBOH IOKYMEHTHI.

— Bepu, ecnu cymeenis 3abpath ux, — 6ypkuyn Kon6u, ynpsamo BbI-
JIBUHYB BIIepe]] HIXKHIOIO YeJTIOCTb.

— Ecnu T He oTHams ux MHE AOOPOBOJIBHO, S BBITALLY UX U3 Kap-
MaHa TBOETO ellle TeIUICHBKOTo TpyIa, — 3as1Bui Jesepern.

Konbu oTkpbi1 oqHy W3 cekumii ckadanapa U JOCTall [UIMHHYIO Me-
Tajutdeckyro TpyOky. Ilepenan ee IleBepeity, 3aTeM BOMPOCHTEILHO
MOTIISACT Ha HETO.

— 51 upy B IOnurep-cutH, — 3assBHWII TOT. — MOXKelIb MOCIeI0BaTh 3a
MHO# 4Yepe3 HekoTopoe Bpems. S yBaxaro TeOs, JIEHTEHAHT, U HE MOTY
XJIAAHOKPOBHO 3aCTpeuTh. Mex 1y Mpo4uM, s JyMalo, Thl Yke pa3ra-
nan 3araaky ®oHraHa?

Konbu yTBepauTeIbHO KHBHYIL.

— Tenepp Bce yxe He Tak TAMHCTBEHHO, BepHO? — cKa3an [leBepen.
— Ha gene Bce okazaniock oueHs npocto. S gyman o6 3ToM, Korja et
B 03€po, HO TOraa 3T0 ObLTH mpocTo Joraakd. BosmoxkHo, Konbu, Tei
3a0BLT O TUTAHTCKOM atMocdepHoM AaeneHun Ha lOnuTepe, naepneHuu,
KOTOpO€ MEMIANo 3eMJIIHAM PacCeIUThCH Ha 3TOM IUIaHETe, MOKa He
OBLIT OTKPBIT CILIAB, 3 KOTOPOTO CeJIaHbI IONUTepHaHCKKe ckadaHApEI.
HasneHue 5To cOCTaBIsSET HEMAJIO TOHH Ha KBaJIPaTHBIH CAHTUMETP, UTO
MOKeT MOTHUMATH XKHUIKOCTh Ha BBICOTY JIO MATH KWJIOMeTpoB. Eciiu 661
THI TIOAYMaJl 00 3TOM JIaBICHHH, TO caM Obl pacCMOTPEIT BOBMOXKHOCTH
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cudoHa. TebGe >xe U3BECTHO IMaBHOE ycloBHe CHoOHA — pe3epByap ¢
JKMIKOCTBIO JIOJDKEH Pacmoiararbes BhIle BEpPXHE# TOUKH, 10 KOTOPOii
oHa criocoOHa moausaTeesa. Hy, Tak BOT, uctounuk ®oHTaHa — 03epo,
y KOTOpOro, Kak HaM Ka3aJoCh, Mbl OKa3aJIUCh B IUIEHY, — HAXOAMUTCA
Bblle ycThs POHTaHA.

JEBEPEJI TOBOPHWJI mMejieHHO, MOHOTOHHO, BO3MOXHO, TIPOCTO
IU1s TOTO, YTOOBI CIIBIIIATH CBOM FOJOC B HEMPEPHIBHOM BOE ra3oB, KJIO-
KOYYIIIMX BOKpYT.

— Bo3bMeM 06BIYHYIO XHAKOCTh B cooOmaromuxcs TpyOkax. OHa
MOJHUMAETCS B KOPOTKOH TpyOKe W yOBIBaeT B JJIMHHOH. DTO BO3ACH-
CTBHE aTMOC(EPHOro NaBIE€HHS M CHIbI TSDKECTH. A KOIZa XKHJKOCTh B
NpaBoM LIUIaHre HaYMHaeT yObIBaTh, TO TaM €CTh CTpEMJIEHHE K 00pa-
30BaHMIO BakyyMa. IIpupona, Kak Thl, HCCOMHEHHO, YK€ CIIbIIal, He
TepNUT BakyyMa. Bo3yx Bcera nbitaeTcs 3aroiHUTh €ro, HO B IAHHOM
Cllyyae He MOXKET NPOHUKHYTh. U, ecTecTBEeHHO, CBOE AaB/ieHHe OH Iie-
penaeT XKHUIKOCTH, KOTOpasi U CTPEMHUTCS 3allOJIHUTh BakyyM. B Hamem
Clly4ae >KUIKOCTb — 3TO aMMHaK, TpyOka — TyHHENb B ropax, a BbIXO H
ecThb Tak Ha3biBaeMblii PoHTaH. [loaToMy y Hac ecTh Bce Heobxomumoe
JUISL BO3HMKHOBEHHUs CH(OHA.

Konbu TepnenuBo ciplmai ero, Xots MpeKpacHO 3HaJl MPHHIMI CH-
¢dona. OH kpHBO ycMexauics po ceds. OH NOMHIII, 4TO BOZIA [IPU aTMOC-
(depHOM naBeHMH 3eMiIH crocoOHa MOMHATHCA JIMIIG Ha NATHAALATh
metpoB. Ho To Ha 3emne. A Ha IOnurepe ¢ ero rpoMaiHbIM JaBIeHHUEM
XHAKOCTh, pPaBHas MO IUIOTHOCTH BOJE, MOAHWMeETCS Oonblle, yeM B
ThicAYY pa3. JleBepes, HECOMHEHHO, yuen 3T0. H B ero paccyxneHusax
Konbu 3ameTun saBHbIi 1e¢eKT.

— Hy, xopomo, — cka3an oH. — Ho Benp TyHHeNb 10/DKEH ObITh yxke
3all0OJIHEH NpeXKAe, YeM HayHeTCs NepeKayka, HHaue He BOSHHKHET HHU-
KaKOro CTPEMJIEHHS K BaKyyMy.

JleBepen Ha CeKyHIy 3alyM4YHBO 3aMOJTHaI.

— BepHo, — kuBHyn 3aTeM OH, — HO 1 HE QyMalo, YTO YeJIOBEK KOI-
Aa-mb0 y3HaeT oTBeT. TyT MOXKHO JIMIIB CTPOUTH npeanonokenus. Y 1
OBI MpPETONOXKIII, YTO KOrIa-To, aBHBIM-IABHO, JIEXaJlo cebe ropHoe
03€po, a TyHHEIb ObLT MPOCTHIM MOA3EMHBIX XOZIOM, 3aKaHYMBAIOLLEMCS
Ha TOM MecTe, rae ceiiuac @oHraH. 3aTeM ropHas Lienb BBITHY/IACh MOA
COOCTBEHHBIM BECOM, 03€pO OBLT OIHATO HABEPX, & TYHHENb H30THYJICSA
B ¢opMe coobmaromeiics TpyObl. OH He OBUT 3aKyTIOpeH, MOTOMY CH-
cTeMa Hayana paborarp. — [{eBepen yaoBiIeTBOpeHHO KUBHYNI. — Bepo-
ATHO, TaK OHO H OBLIO.
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OH 3amomuan. CTpy#HKy raza UCIIOMHSIM K30THYECKHUH TaHell B JTyue
¢donaps.

Kon6u ne>xait Ha cTpaHHOH, NIPY>KUHUCTO# MOYBE MO IPHLIENIOM Ona-
CTepa NPeCTyNHUKA.

— Kucnopona y Hac ocTanoch He Tak Y>K 1 MHOTO, — 3aMETHJT OH.

— Ha cxonbko ero Tebe xBatut? — psaBkHy JleBeper.

—Yacos Ha TpUAUATH IeCTh, — oTBeTH Konbu, B3misiHyB Ha rpubop.

— OTO0 BCe epyH/a N0 CPABHEHHIO C TE€M, YTO Thl MEYTaellb yNpATaTh
MeHs 3a pelerky, — npopsruan Jesepein. — [{o FOmurep-cutu T cyme-
ellb 10oOpaThes MPUOIM3UTENBHO 3a IBEHALaTh YaCOB. 3HAYHT, 51 XOUY,
4TOGBI THI OCTABAJICA TyT POBHO /IBA/ILIATH YETHIPE Yaca.

Kon6u ynueneHHo momoprai, Hayajia ObUIO YTO-TO FTOBOPHTH, HO TYT
Ke 3aMoJJall.

— 51 moHsan, — cka3anl OH NOJ NpHLENIoM OnacTepa, 3aTeM IVIAHYI
npsiMoO B IMa3a JleBepenny U TOpXKECTBEHHO NpousHec: — Jlaro yecTHoe
CJIOBO, YTO 5 He JBUHYCh B KOnMUTep-CUTH paHblle, YeM Yepe3 ABaALaTh
YeThIpe Jaca.

Jlerepen orBen myu ¢onHaps ot nmna Konbu m yneiGHyncs caMbeim
JIpYXeTroOHBIM 00pazoM.

— Xopo1o, TeATEHaHT, — THXO cKa3asl oH. — MBI Benpb ¢ To6oit xopo-
e napHy, BepHo? Hy, no ceunanms! S nocrapatocs Oonblie He rnomna-
Jarecs Tebe Ha MyTH... U paju Halleld oOuel Monb3bl, JKenaro, YToOsl
ThI MIOCTYIAJI TaK e!

OH noBepHyrcs U OBICTpO MoIeN B HanpapieHuu Onurep-curth. Jlyu
(oHaps, BCTPOSHHOTO B ero ckadaHap, ObICTPO MOTYCKHEN B CTPYSIX I'y-
CTBIX UCTIAPEHMI, MUABIIMXCS HaJl IOBEPXHOCTHIO IUIAHETBI, U BCKOpE U
BOBCE PO U3 BUY.

Konbu orkuHyscs Ha 3eMIIIO, IOTOMY YTO TeJIO €ro aacku Ooserno.
W nHavan >xpare, Koraa ke NMpoHAyT ABaanarh yeTeipe vaca. JKuare c
ropeybio, IOTOMY YTO HErogoBaJl HA COOCTBEHHYIO OECIIOMOLIHOCTb.
JleBepeiy He COCTaBUT Tpy[a MOIYYHUTh KOpalbib, U Mepes HUM OTKpPO-
ercs Bcsa ConHeuHas cucTeMa, kotopyto Konbu npencrour npouecars
YacTBIM I'peOHeM.

N Konbu mogyman o ToM, 4to J[eBepes CKpbUICS BOBCE HE MO BHHE
ero, JieiiTeHaHTa MexXIuIaHeTHOH nonuimu Konbu, kak oH cHavana cum-
Tas1. YTo TyT mojesnaemib, YTO CaMH CHJIbI MPUPOIBI CTPEMSTCS TIOMO-
rarhb IPEeCTYITHUKY, a HE MpeCTaBUTeNo 3akoHa!

Jupiter trap, (Astounding, 1937 Ne 8), nep. Anopeii bypyes
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NMPOBJIEMbI C NAXPU

B TY )KE MHUHYTY, korja s Bomen B KaOWHET M yBHIEN, Kak
OH CTOMT M CMOTpPHT B OKHO, s MOHSJI, 4YTO 4TO-TO mpousouuio. Hou-
Hoe He6o, Ha (oHe KOTOpPOro BHIAEAIACH PHUrypa MOEro HadajlbHHKA
— meda oraena no OxpaHe 3eMJISH Ha APYTHMX IUIaHETaX, — Ka3ajaoch
nevanpHbIM. B XkHMBOTE Yy MEHS Bce EpeBEPHYIIOCH, U A CEll Ha Kpaellek
LIHPOKOro Kpecia, crosiiero B 6ieqHoi Tenu. Tenenarus — scHoBHAe-
HHMe, KaK 1 ToOUN ee Ha3bIBaTh, y>Ke BO BCIO Omna Bo MHe TpeBory. S
3HaJl, YTO HIMEHHO M3-32 Hee MEHs BBIOPAJTH Ui HBIHELIHETO HEMpHAT-
HOTO 3a/IaHHUA, 3aJJaHHUs, KOTOPOE CHOBA YHECET MEHS uepe3 KoCMHUue-
CKH€ JJajiM K JaJIeKOH IU1aHeTe.

51 3aBo3mICA, MIUa B KADMaHe CUTapeTHYIO MavuKy, ¥ oTkauuiuicsa. Ha-
YaJIbHUK B3IPOTHYJI, MOBEPHYJICSA, KUBHYJI MHE M HalpaBWICA K CBOEMY
kpecny. 51 nocta, HaKOHELl, CHTapeTy.

OH MeUIEHHO ycelics 3a CBOH OOLIMPHBIH CTOJ H, HAKOHEIL, CJIOBHO C
YCHIIHEM, MOAHAT Ha MEHA [V1a3a.

— Cual, — MEUIEHHO NPOrOBOPHI OH, — KaK BaM M3BECTHO, YeJOBe-
yeckui pox pacnpoctpaHserca no Bceit Cucreme. Mol pacteM. Mbl
JOKa3bIBaéM CBOE BeJIMYME W onperenseM cBoio cyanOy. M3 Bcex pac
CucreMbl Mbl €TUHCTBEHHBIE, KTO KOrAa-JIM00 NMpeAnpUHUMAJT MOMBITKH
KOJIOHU3HUPOBaTh U GIaroyCTPOMTH BHELIHHE IUIAHETHl. DTO Hallle Ha-
clieqiue, 3a 9T0 Mbl 60pOTHCh, MPOIUBATIH KPOBb, H, €CIIH NoTpedyercs,
cHoBa Oynem 60poThcs UM NMPOIMBATh CBOIO KpoBb. M BOT ceifvac Haia
KOJIOHM3ALMs BHEIIHHUX IUIAHET HAXOAMTCA MO yrpo3oii!

S rmy6oxo 3ataHysncs. Mol HayanbHUK MPEKPacHO 3HaJI, YTO HMEHHO
MHE MPEACTONIO MOKa3aTh CHITy YeJIOBEYECKOTO POZia U BHIMIPATh JIMLI-
Hee OYKO.

— INponomxkaiite, — ckazan A CO CKPBITHIM, TOHKHM CapKa3MOM. — 3Ha-
YHT, TAE-TO B KOCMOCE CYIIECTBYET IUIaHETa, Ha KOTOpoit kakas-To bo-
roM 3a0bITas paca pellnia CTaBUTh HaM MMaJIKU B KoJieca, H UMEHHO 1
JOJDKEH MX OCTaHOBUTb.

— He coBceM Tak, — O4EHb THXO CKa3al HayaJbHUK. — OHM BIIOJIHE
CEpbE3HO HAJIBMraloTcA Ha Hac. JTo naxpH, CHJ, XUBYILHE Ha BHYTPEH-
Hell MOBEPXHOCTH IOJION0 MUpa, a UMEHHO JecAToi riaHeTsl. Kopoue,
Cun, Bo3HHKIIA HempocTas curyauus. Kak Bel 3Haere, BceM ¢opmam
Ku3HM HeoOxoauM BHTaMHUH Y. Ha 3emiie ero MHOro, mockojbKy OH
npuOBIBaeT ¢ COMHEeYHbIMHU JiydyamH. Ho Ha BHelHWe nnaHeTsl HeoOXo-
JAMMO BBO3MUTH pacTeHHs ¢ Mepkypus, crieuuHYHbIe 1) TOH IUIaHEThI,
KOTOpasi OYTH MOJIHOCTBIO COCTOMT M3 3TOr0 BUTaMHHA. BHelHue mia-
HETHI CITUILIKOM Jajieku oT CoNHIa, 4ToOb! MOTy4aTh €ro €CTECTBEHHBIM
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TASK TO LAHRI

By ROSS ROCKLYNNE

The Lahri were a dying race. Inside their hollow, gravity-less
world, their life-giving sun was slowly waning. And it was the
Earthling’s m, unwilling job to speed their final doom.

Hllustration by Leydenfrost

nyteM. TakuMm o6pa3om, Hallla KOJIOHW3aLUsA BHEIIHHX IUTAHET LETUKOM
W TOJTHOCTHIO 3aBUCHT OT BUTaMuHa Y. Ilocnennue et necars naxpu
3aHUMAJIMCh MAPATCTBOM, KPajs IO MATHAECAT MPOLIEHTOB 3THX BUTa-
MHHOB ¢ Kopabnei, sersamux ¢ Mepkypus. Msl y3Hanu o6 3TOM JIMIIb
B MponuioM roxy. JIaxpu, YHCIICHHOCTh KOTOPBIX BPS JIM NMPEBBILIAET
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U.‘crejim}mﬂ"

He screamed while I cursed him in a high childish treble

TBICAYY oco6eii, ABHO HYXXIJAKOTCAd B BUTAMHUHE ropasio CWIbHEEC, YEM
monu. Paneie Y HUX ObLIO BCE€, YTO HYXXHO, OT COOCTBEHHOTO COJIHLA,
BHUCCBLICTO B LICHTPE HX nonoi mianetsl. Ho B TeueHue MMOCJICAHETO
B€Ka UX COJIHLEC YMEPIIO.

51



— Takum 0Opa3oM, OHM BBIHYXAE€HBI KPacTh Y HAC BUTAMHH, YTOOBI
HOUIEP>KUBATh CBOIO XKH3Hb, — MEIEHHO MporoBopui 1. — YU 3o o3Ha-
YaeT, YTO PacCENeHHE YeIOBEYECKOrO po/ia OCTAaHOBICHO?

— Togno Tak, Cua. Pemars Bam u1 Kopu Crappy, HccneoBarero Kop-
noparuu «MepKypHaHCKHe caJibl», Kak IMEHHO OCTaHOBHUTH UX. Ctapp
OyZeT BallUM Ha4aIbHUKOM Ha BPEMS 3TOM MHCCHH.

— MouM HagaTEHUKOM? — 1 BCKOYHIT Ha HOTH M CepANUTO NMPOAOIDKA:
— INocnymaiite, med, ecnu 1 u 6epych 3a 3TO 3aaHue, TO Oyay BBINOJN-
HATH €r0, HE CIIYLIAsICh HUKOTO.

OH YTOMJIEHHO MaXHYJI pyKOH.

— Huyero nopo6Horo Cua. MHe oTAany KOHKPETHBIA MpHKa3, U 5
npocTo nepenan ero Bam. [TunotoM kopaGiis S Ha3HAYMN Balllero Apyra
VYunnu Kappucra. Bel BrpoeM nosieTure Ha JeCATYyIO IUTaHETY, OTIPaBU-
Tech TaM B «bropo nepeHoca cozHaHHA» M noadepeTe cede Tena JaxpHu,
9TOOBI MOITIM CYLIECTBOBATE B TOM MHpe 0e3 HeHaIe)KHBIX MPUCIIOCO-
Onenuii. Jlaxpu, eCTECTBEHHO, 3TO HE MOHPABUTCS, HO, 110 3aKOHY, OHH
OyZIyT BBIHY>JI€HBI CMUPUTBCS. — HauanbHUK TITyOOKO B3AOXHYII. — 3a-
TEM Bbl OTHpPABUTECh K MX MPABUTENILCTBY U MepeNauTe UM TpeboBa-
Hus Cosera Jlecsatu. Bkpariie, 1axpu AOMKHBI IPEKPATHTH MUPATCTBO,
HaWTH JIMYHOCTh WM JIMYHOCTH, OTBETCTBCHHBIC 32 3TO W BBIOATh HUX
MexrutanetHo# Iomunmu, nocie yero Bee laxpu OyxyT nepeBe3eHbl Ha
actepoun nodmwke k ConHILY, Iie NOoTy4ar Bce, B YeM HYXKIAlOTCS — B
NIEPBYIO OYepeb, ECTECTBEHHO, BUTAMHH Y.

— IlonaTHO, — MpayHO CKa3al s M pa3’aBWI CUrapeTy B MENelbHULE,
€ TaKMM YyBCTBOM, CIIOBHO IOTEPIIEN IIOPAXKEHUE. — A 3aTE€M TYT Hy>KEH
Kopu Crapp?

— Cup, s cooOumn BaM Bce, 4To MHe u3BecTHO. [lepenaiire Crappy,
9TOoOBI CeroqHd BeuepoM OH OpiT Ha Hero-fiopkckoM kocMozapome. Bei
BBUIETHUTE HBIHYE XK€ HOYbI0. Yauu!

OTO CI0BO HNPO3BYHAJIO TaK, CJIOBHO HaYalbHHUK Aymal, OyaTo yaava
MHe Hy>Ha. S| OBepHYJICS U BhILIEN U3 KaOUHeTa.

C YIRJIVIOM KappucToM MBI HE BHIEIHCH LIENbIH rofl, IO3TOMY pa-
JOCTHO OBUIO BCTPETHTHCA. MBI MOXJIONAIM ApYT Apyra Mo CIHHAM U
KOPOTKO BCTIOMHMJIM TIPEXKHME JAE€HBKU. YHIUT He ONUCTaN reHHalbHBIM
YMOM, 3aTO MMe€J MUIOTCKYIO JIMIIEH3HIO Kilacca A-1, U Obu1, BEpOSATHO,
MOMM CaMBIM JIy4IIIHM U GJTU3KUM JPYTOM.

— Bot tonbko, Cuz, — MpadHO cka3aj OH MHE, — 51 HE BO3bMY B TOJIK,
YTO BCe 5TO 3HAa4UT. CTapp HUYero MHe He ckazai. OH OTHpaBMII MEHA
Ha Kopalib U BeJell 03HaKOMHTCH ¢ yrpaBieHneM. Kak Oynro s He 3Haro
KOKIYIO MaJleHIIyio getaiis kopablis ro6oro kiacca!

— OH 3HaeT 4TO-TO, Yero He FOBOPHT, JIMJIOBOJIMLIBIA XaHXa... — C To-
peybIo Havam .
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Ho Tyt nBepr pyOku ynpaeneHus pacrmaxHynace W Bouen Kopu
Crapp, ycMexasch, kak Megucroderb.

— Hy, ny, Xomnwmeitep! Pan ycnbnnares Baie MHeHue o cebe. Ho, no-
CKOJIBKY 5 He coOHMpalicsl OACTYIHBaTh, a BBl CIIUIIKOM I'POMKO T'OBO-
PWIH, TO 9TO CTOJIB XK€ Ballla BUHA, CKOJIb U MOS.

OH cepIevHO XJIOMHYJ MEeHS IO IUiedy W Mpomes K IITYPMaHCKOMY
CTONUKY. 5] crierka nmokpacHen.

Crapp crIOHWICS HaJ KapTaMH, IPOCMOTPEN UX, OONU3bIBas yKa3a-
TeJbHBIH MaJiel] nepea TeM, KaK NnepeBepHyTh OYepeHOH JIMCT, U pac-
cestHHO bopMoua:

— Ara, gyra 80 rpagycoB ¢ MOABEKTOPOM B JIByX TOYKaX... — 3aTeM,
HE MOJHHMMAs [OJIOBBI,IIOBENHTENFHO MaxHyn pykoi. — ITuor... Bac
Beap 30ByT Kappuct, npaBunsro? [Togoiiaure crona. Bot aTiM kypcom
MBI ¥ TIOCTIETyEM.

I'maza Yunna BCOBIXHYIH.

— 51 yxe BBIOpan Kypc!

— Bor kak? — spko-romy6sie miasza Kopu Crappa 3auckpuimch Bece-
neeM. — Hy, Tak BOT, MO#i MUJIBIH, MOKETE BBIOPOCHTD Balll KypcC B My-
COpHOE BEApO M BCTIOMHUTD, UTO BB OAYMHAETECH MHe. Bniepen.

B mazax Ywina OymieBai rHeB, OT IIMPOKO PACIPaBIEHHbBIX IUIEY Be-
ano 6ynrapcrBoM. Ho Tpuauare MHHYT criycTs KOpabiib B3JeTel C HbIO-
HOpKCKOro KOCMOIpPOMa U JIET Ha Kypc, nposioxkeHHsii Kopu Crappom.

3a mocnexyomuil JONruil Mecsl MyTH, Noka kopabib ¢ BoeM Npo-
pbiBaJics Yepe3 MPOCTPAHCTBO, MBI ¢ YHIUIOM YyBCTBOBaJIM Bce Oonee
pactymyio HeHaBHCTh K Kopu Crappy. OH Ben cebsi caep)kaHHO, HO
HemnpepeKaemo.

— Mp1 OynmeM 3aHATBI BCIO JIOpOTY, XOJUIMeHep, — BOCKIMKHYJ OH,
BCTPETHUBIIKCEH CO MHOH B MEPBHIi 5k€ JEHb, MOCJIE [IECTHYaCOBOT0 CHA.
— HyxHo pa3oOpatbesi ¢ anmaparypoid, KOTOPYIO MPEICTOUT paciako-
BaTh U coOpars. 3a pabory!

XMypsACh, s IOMOT' €My PAaCIaKOBBIBATh SAIIHMKH, B KOTOPBIX OKa3a-
JIMCh KaKHe-TO XPYyNKHe Ha BUI JIMH3bI, CIUPaM U Bce Takoe. X Ml
nepeHecy B GONbIIOH BO3YLIHBIH HUTIO3 IMPABoro 60pTa, pacioaokKuB
TaM B ONpelesIeHHOM Mopske. 3areM, ACHCTBYS TYIO IO IPUKa3am
KOMaHJHpa, s CTal MoMorarb eMy. 1o ObUia J0iras, yTOMHUTeIbHas,
HenpusaTHas pabota. Ctapp Bo BpeMs paboTHI ryaen cebe o HoC Kaku-
€-TO MEJIOHH, HO MEPBYIO HEeAEeNo 1 He 3aJaBal eMy HUKaKHX BOIpO-
coB. Ho BoT, HakoHel, st He BhIEpXAaJl U PELI YIOBICTBOPUTH CBOE
JO6OMIBITCTBO.

— Ta-Ta-Ta, — Beceno yCMEXHYNCS OH, MOKa4yMBas MaJIbLEM Iepen
MOMM HOCOM. — D10 Moe Aesno, XommMmetiep. Baie neno — BBITTOIHATH
MoH pacnopspkeHus. Tak yro Bnepea. K ToMy BpeMeHH, Kak Mbl TIpHIe-
THM Ha JECATYIO IUTAaHEeTY, BCE JOJDKHO OBITH CHIENaHO.
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— Ho 3ayem? — cepauTo cripocui s, MIBBIPAsA HA [10J1 TOHYAHIIYIO OT-
BEPTKY. — MBI Bellb JIETHM IO OnpeJesieHHOH npuunHe, BepHO? O6cy-
JIUTh CUTYalLMIO C JIaXpU M apecTOBaTh OTBETCTBEHHBIX 3a IMMPATCTBO.
Tak k 4eMy HaM Bce 3T GlieCTAIUE UTPYIIKU?

OH NOIHAN OTBEPTKY M CIIOKOWHO Bpy4uI ee MHe. B miy6une ero
I71a3 s 3aMETHJI OTOHBKY HEBa, HO €r0 HaCTPOSHUE HUKAK Hellb3s OblIo
OIpenenuTh 10 royIocy.

— OOcynuTh CUTYyalHIo C J1axpu? — MEPECHPOCHII OH U pacCMesIcs.
— Koneuno, Xomnmekiep, koHeuHo. Ho mpeanonoxuM, BbI MMO3BOJIUTE
MHE CMOTPETh Ha BCe 3TO M0-CBoeMy. OT1a anmaparypa... Hy, 1 aymaro,
BBl CaMU MOiiMeTe, Koraa Mbl MONajAeM BHYTpPb AeCATOH miaHeTsl. Tak
4TO AaBaiiTe-ka paboTarh. 3Ty JIMH3Y HYXKHO YCTaHOBHMTH BOH TYJA...
CuMnaruyHas NOMy4YaeTcsi MallHKa, He TaK JIM? — MaxHYJ OH pyKOH
Ha Pa3JIOKEHHBIE BOKPYT YacTH, H KOIAa s MOJIYa cllajics, B €ro asax
3aCBETWIACh TOPAOCTh. — S coznan ee cam, XouiMeliep... g U elle ae-
CSATOK IOMOIIHHUKOB. DTO 3aHs;I0 1eislii roa. M Mory BaM ckasars, pa-
6oTa nomy4yunach Beiciero kiacca. OHa MOMOXXET MHE NPOJBUHYTHCS
1o ciyxb0e.

— Cnplman s o Baliel KOpropauuH, — OTPbI3HYJICS 5 B OTBET, NpH-
BUHYMBAs Ha MECTO NpeoOpa3oBaTesib PErUCTpa HHAYKIMOHHOTO OIS,

Crapp yaMBIEHHO B3DISIHYJI HA MEHS, 3aTeM NIOXKaJ IUIEYaMH, YCMeX-
HYJICS i BEpHYJICS K paboTe ¢ TaKUM BHIOM, CJIOBHO 51 ObLT KalpHU3HBIM
pebeHKOM.

S CUAEJI B pyOke ynpasnenus ¢ Ywuiom Kappucrom, koraa, yne-
TEB Ha [eCATb MHJUIHAPAOB KuwioMeTpoB oT CojHIA, Mbl CTalH NpH-
OnmKaThCs, HaKOHel, K IecATol IUiaHeTe. BolHHUTENbHO ObUIO yBH-
JIeTh, Kak U3 3aBeca 3BE3/HOTO CBETa HaBCTpeUy HaM BBHIILIBIBET cepas
touka. Hu Kappucr, Hu s HuKkoraa eute He Obutd Tak aajneko ot ConHua.
Bruto B 3TOM HEeuTO HeomnpenesieHHO OQUHOKOe. MBI UyBCTBOBaJIN cebst
TaK, cJIoBHO HU 3emun, HU COJTHIIA y>ke HE CyIIECTBOBAJIO, OyIATO OHU
HaBcerJa KaHynM B BeuHblii Mpak. M Bce ke nepen Hamu Oblia TaiiHa,
TaifHa IpeBHEH packl, BenyIeH ApeBHIO 00pE0y Mo TeHBIO YMHPAKO-
LIEro HEHTPAJILHOI'O CBETHIIA.

— 51 Ha cropoHe naxpu, — npoBopyan BApYr Yuui. — 1 Huuero He
3HAIO O HUX, CJIBIIAJ TOJBKO, OyATO OB OHM OrpabMITH HECKONBKO Ipy-
30BO30B, CTalllUB HE TONBKO PACTEHUs, COIEpPMKALMEe BUTAMHH Y, HO U
MPOIYKTHI, OEXKIY U Mpoure ToBapel. CTapp BeOs NPOTHUB HUX, HE TaK
u, Cua? Hy, a a1 HeHaBmwky Crappa 10 CyAOpPOTH B KUIIKAaX, IIO3TOMY
rOTOB JaTh JIAXpH NPEe3yMILMIO HEBUHOBHOCTH. — [OBOps, OH cMOTpeiI,
KaK Ha MepeIHEM SKpaHe MOCTENIEHHO PAacTeT TAMHCTBEHHAs IUIAHETA.
— A yro 370 3a MammHa, Cua? Iloyemy Crapp HUYEro He TOBOPUT HaM
0 Heit?

54



— 51 nymato, — Mpa4yHO OTBETHII 51, — CKOPO MBI 3TO Y3HaeM.

IlnaHera BeIpocia B mIap MPUMEPHO YETBIPEX THICAY KWIOMETPOB B
muamerpe. C nmoMompio GOTOyCHINTENS S PacCMaTpUBall CKaJUCTYIO,
HETIPUBETIIMBYI0 MECTHOCTH IOJI HAMH, HU3HWHBI KOTOPOH OBLIM 3achl-
NaHbl JAEeCATKAMU METpOB cHera. [lnaHera BhINIAENa TAKOW MpPavyHOM,
410 OBUIO TPYAHO MOBEPHUTH, OyATO OBI B HEIpaX €€ KUIHT XKH3Hb.

B py6ky Bopsancs Kopu Crapp, ryns cebe nox HOC M yCTaBHBLINCH
Ha MaJIeHbKY10 KapMaHHYIO KapTy. 3aTeM OH O6pocuics K MyNBTy YIpaB-
JIeHHs, NOTECHUB YHIUIA, MOJIOXKHI KapTy Ha MyNbT U TKHYJ OCTpHEM
KapaHJallia B KaKyl0-TO TOYKY Ha HEH.

— Bor! Kappucr, 3nech Bbl HalifieTe GOJBIIYIO AbIPY B KOPE TUIAHETHI.
Haperock, BB cMOXETE NPOBECTHU Yepe3 Hee kopabip?

VWit TyT Jke BBILIEN U3 cedsl.

— A Kak Bbl AyMaeTe, — 3a0paJl OH B OTBET, — JaJId Obl MHE 3BaHHE
MacTep-IWIoTa, ecIi OBl 1 He CMOT BBECTH KOpalllb B IBIPY C €CATH-
CaHTUMETPOBHIM 3a30poM? Celyac s MOKaXXy BaM, Kak 3T0 aejaercs!

Crapp HaxalbHO YCMEXHYJICS B OTBET U NOXJIONAN YUILIA 110 CIIHHE.

— Torna Bnepea, — ckoMaHao0Bal OH. — Sl 1 HA MUHYTY He COMHEBAJICS
B BalllUX TaJaHTax.

VU1 MCTUTENBHO COBEPIUM OAMH 06OpOT BOKpYr Iuia”erTsl. Ilonx
HaMM NpOMENbKHYJIa TEMHas AbIpa, yXOIllas BHU3, AbIpa, OKaiMIIeH-
Has BYJIKaHH4YeCKMMH yTecamu. Korna kpyr Obu1 3aBepieH, Yt pas-
BEPHYJI HOC KOpabJist CTpOro BBepX, B HE60, X, HOCOM NEPIEHAUKYIAPHO
K ruaHere, Opocui kopabiib psMO B JIBIPY.

S uckoca rsaHyn Ha Crappa u nofasun yxmsuiky. Ctapp cunen mpa-
MOpHO-6eJIbIi, IMPOKO pacKphiB m1a3za. CXBaTUBINKCH 3a Kpail MyJibTa,
OH C YKacoM IVIsiIel1 Ha AbIpY, KOTopas JieTela psAMO BBEPX U BCe pocia,
CIIOBHO TEMHas NacTh, OTKPhIBaBIIAACA, YTOOBI NOMIOTUTH HAC.

3areM, BHE3allHO, 3arpOXOTaJM ABHMIaTeNld Hallero Kopabdms, 3XoM
OTO3BaBLIMCH CO BCEX CTOPOH TyHHess. BenbixHyn cBert, korna Kappucr
BKJTFOYMJT IOMCKOBBIE NMpokekropa. Y npsamo nepen Hamu Bo3HHUKIIA Ga-
3aJIbTOBas CTEHA.

— Kappucr!.. — omienomieHHO npomenTan s.

Ho ero nanbupl yxe OemeHo Iuiscand no KiaBuarype mynsra. Ko-
pabiip YKIOHMWICS B OHY CTOPOHY, 3aTe€M B JpYrylo. 3aTeM, B NoCcieay-
IOI0¥E NATh MUHYT, 1 HCIIBITAJl HECKOJIBKO CaMbIX Y>KaCHBIX MOMEHTOB
B cBoeill xu3HU. TyHHenb, Beqylyii ¢ BHEIIHeH CTOPOHBI TUIaHEThI BO
BHYTPEHHIOIO, OB H3BHIIMCTHIM, Y3KHM M HUKaK He MPHUCTIOCOOIEHHEIM
JUTS TIONIETOB € TaKoM ckopocThio. Ho BHe3anHo Bce KOHUMIIOCH, U MBI
BBIPBAJIUCh BO BHYTPEHHIOIO MOJIOCTh, CPa3y MOHSB 00 5TOM IO UCYe3-
HOBEHHIO 9XO0 OT ABUTaTesnei. KappucT BBIKITIOUHIT MPOXKEKTOPA U CYACT-
JMBO YNBIOHYNCS caMoMy cebe. 3ateM OpOCHII NPEe3pHTENbHBIN B3I
Ha Crappa, TULI0 KOTOPOro O1ecTeNno oOT HoTa.
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Ho Crapp ¢ roToBHOCTBIO IIpU3HAJI CBO# ITPOMax.

— J1a, BBI OnpaBjaiy Baily JIMLIEH3HIO MIJIOTA SKCTpa-Kiacca, — Bbl-
JIOXHYI OH, 3aTeM MEJICHHO BBITEp IOT ¢O JIGa ¥ HauyaJl MPOBOpPaYMUBaTh
n306pakeHHe Ha SKpaHe, 10Ka He YBH/IEIT LICHTPAIbHOE CBETHIIO.

MBE1 Bce cMOTpenH Ha Hero, 3aTauB JipixaHue. [{axe npu 6ermoM ocMo-
Tpe OHO F'OBOPWJIO O TOM, YTO I'acHET, FTHOHET, MOChLIast BO BCE CTOPOHBI
Bce Oonee crmaberomue myun cBeta. M Ham kopabnp Myanics npsaMo K
HeMy. Tenepp MBI yiKe BUJEIH CBETHIIO, KaK TYyCKJIbIA Cepblii IUCK, BH-
csmuit B MepTBOM, Oe300mauHoM HeOe. CHapy»u JOHOCHIIUCH CTOHBI
XOJIOJTHOTO, >KaJJOOHOTO BETPa, CTOHBI, 3By4YaBIINe, KaK COCAMHEHHbIE
ronoca Bcex Jlaxpu. M MHe nokasanocs xxectokum, koraa rosoc Crappa
IpepBaJl 3Ty NOrpedaIbHYIO IECHB.

— Becnone3nsplii OIUMETOK aTOMHO# MaIlMHEPHH TO CBETHIIO, — Ha-
MPsDKEHHO CKa3asl OH. — XOTs 3T0 ¥ He MeXaHu3M. OHO CO3JaHO U3 TOro
JKe BEIIeCTBa, U3 KOTOporo coctouT Hactosiee Conxue. CozgaHo M-
JIMOHBI JIET Ha3aJ Mpe/IkaMy JIaxpH, €lle 10 TOro, Kak BO3HUKIO Yeno-
BeuecTBO. SI MHOrOe GBI OTHaN, YTOOBI Y3HATh, KAK OHH 3TO COOPYIHIIH.
Ho teneps cBeTHIIO0 NpakTHYeCKU MepTBO. .. U 51 myMaro, OKOHYaTenbHO
MOracUTh €ro OyZIeT IUIEBBIM JeJIOM.

OtH cnoBa 60MOOI B30OpBAIMCE y MEHs B roioBe. 5 pe3ko mosep-
Hyncs k Crappy onHoBpeMeHHO ¢ KappuctoMm.

— Cnenarpb 4To? — npoMmnen .

CTAPP CIIOKOMHO otopean B3MIS OT TYCKIOTO MOA3EMHOIO
CBETWJIa U NIOBEpHYJICS K HaM. C ero JIUIoM, Ka3aJI0Ch, IPOH30MLITH Kap-
JuHaJIbHBIe U3MeHeHus. OHO CTaJlo XOJIOAHBIM, YIJIOBATHIM H XKECTO-
KUM. Best HacMenmMBOCTb U Jaxe JIMLEMEPHOCTh Ucyesa.

— Teneps, koraa Mel pUIIETENH, S TOHUMAIO, YTO JOJDKEH BCe 00B-
SCHHUTB, — CKa3aJl OH, MPoH3as Hac OecrnomaaHpIMH mazamu. — Bo-niep-
BBIX, S XO4y MPEJOCTEPeYb BAC OT XKH3HH B IPUIYMAaHHOM BaMH MHpe
— MHpe, B KOTOPOM BaM, OYEBHIHO, TaK XOUYeTCs TMopa3Biieubcs. Bl
3HaeTe MCTOPHUIO JIaXpU U, TEM He MeHee, cOOMpaeTech TOProBaThCs €
Humu. Hy, uro x...

MeHs1 HanonHUI TaKkoH Y>Kac, YTO KPOBb OTXJIBIHYJIA OT JIULIA.

— MuHyTKY, — pABKHY! 1. — MBI IpUeTeNH CroAa s NeperoBopoB ¢
naxpu. [Ipuka3sl, kKoTOpbIe OTIAJI MHE MO HaYaJIbHUK. ..

— Y3k 5TH DpuHKa3sbl Ballero Ha4yaJbHUKA, — CKPUILyYe paccMesics
Crapp, AocTall curapery M BCTaBWII €€ MEXIY O€nbIMH, OCTPHIMHU 3y-
6amu. — Bar HauanbHUK, XonnMeliep, MOMHBIA MPOCTOGUIA, KOTOPOMY
He Ja/iM BCIo HH(opMawuo. MHe >ke 1any NpHKasbl, KOTOPble OTMEHSIOT
moOble ero pacropsDkeHHUs, Teneph s — Ball HayanbHUK. — OH JepHyI
ryb6amMu — 4acTH4KH TabaKa CCHINAIKCh C €r0 CUrapeThl, — U TKHYJI B HaC
naneueM. — Ilocnymaiite Bel, 06a, ounurecs! Her Hukakoro pemenus
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3TO# mpobnemsl, kpome oxHoro. Moero pemerus. Kro takue naxpu?
Ocrarku IpeBHe# pachl, pacsl, BRIMHpaloOieH, Kak UX racHyliee CBe-
TII0. IM Hy>keH BUTaMHUH Y B TaKUX KOJIMYECTBAX, B KOTOPBIX MBI IIPO-
CTO HE CMOKEM MM TpenocTaBuTh. OH Hy)KEH UM HAacTONBKO, YTO OHH
Havayy rpabuTh HamM kopabiu ¥ MUINHIN YenoBeuecTBO BO3MOXKHO-
CTH KOJIOHH30BaTh BHEIIHUeE Iu1aHeThl. KakuM jxe o6pazom, Xommeiiep,
BBI cobMpaeTech YNaauTh 3Ty NpoblieMy OIHUMH NEPEroBOpaMu?

S mocrapaics caepaxaTh CBOH pacTyIMi THEB.

— INpemtoxxuB UM Il XKU3HU TUTaHeTy BOmM3H ot ConHua.

— U cpenaB w3 HuX wxauBeH1eB Beeil ConHeyHOH cucTeMbl? — DTyM-
nuBo ycMexHyncs Crapp. — He 6yapre Takum gypaxom! Her, ects
TONBKO OIHO pewieHue. Brl uto, mymaete, 4ro o6opyaoBaHHE, KOTOpOE
MBI TYT coOupany, aerckde urpymku? Ho BBI xke y4eHBIH M JOJDKHBI
pa36upaTbcs B MOKOOHOM.

— EcrtecTBeHHO, — mpouenun s ckBo3b 3yOsl. — OT0 060pyHROBaHME
NPOEKTUPYET MOILIHYIO BHOpaLMIO, 3aCTaBJIAIONLYIO 3JIEKTPOHBI Hepe-
CKAaKMBAaTh Ha JajIbHUE OT MPOTOHA YPOBHH.

OH BBIIOXHYJI [IbIM U CIIOKOMHO CKa3an:

— Tak oHo u ecTb. U nogymaiire, yto 6yz1eT ¢ yMUparOUUM HEHTpab-
HBIM CBETHJIOM, €CJTIM Ha HETO HAIIPaBUTh JIy4 MalIMHbI? ATOMHBIE peaK-
LM BHYTPM CBETHJIAa BHI3BaHbI IaBJIeHHEM. DJIEKTPOHBI HACTONIBKO MPH-
XKaThl K POTOHAM, YTO MPEBPALIAIOTCA B CBET M TEIUIO. A 1OTOM MO#t
Jy4 NpHUKacaeTcs K 3THM aToMaM, MEKTPOHBI TYT XKe NepeCKaKUBalOT
Ha JanbHUe OpOUTHI, 1 CBETWIO FACHET HaBceraa. — B mazax ero 3acse-
THJIOCH YAOBJIETBOPEHHE. — DTO XUTPBIii MPUHLMIL. S caM OTKpBLI ero.

— OueHb YMHO, — IPONIENTAT 5, CTapasCh, YTOOBI OH HE 3aMETHII MOU
CTUCHYTBbIE Kynaku. — U kakoB GyzaeT Baul npukas Teneps?

—ITycTb xopabib ABMKETCS U AaIblie MPEXHUM KypcoM. Mbl moo#i-
JeM JOCTaTO4HO OJIU3KO K CBETHITY, U «IIOJIbEM» €r0 MOUM JIyUOM.

Vit B3MIAHYN Ha MeHs. A s Ha Hero. Mexxiy HamM mponeten Oes-
3BY4HBIH curHain. M Mbl 6pocuinch OIHOBPEMEHHO.

Crapp He nobosics Apaku Aaxke C AByMs OAHOBpeMeHHO. PyOka 3a-
MONTHAJIaCh PhIYaHUEM M PyrarelibCTBaMH. YHIUT OTiIeTeN K nepebopke
¢ pa3OUTHIM B KpOBb JHLIOM. BTopoii kynak Ctappa puHyscs ko MHe, a
3a HAUM BHJIHEINIOCH €TO MEePEeKOLIeHHOe SPOCThIO JIMLO. S ymapun emy
HaBcTpedy ot Gepa, BIOXKHB B yAap Bech Bec cBoero tena. Kopu Crapp
OTJIeTeN Haszaj M, ellie Najas Ha Ioj, ero JIMLO yxe paccrabuiock, a
IJ1a3a 3aKaTUJIUCh.

3aapIxasch, 1 NOBEPHYJICA K YILTY.

— Kak Th1? — npoxpuren oH.

— MB&I caenanu ero, — mpoBopyai g B oTBeT. — [loBopaunBaii kopabib
¥ OCaJy €ro HernojaneKky oT ropoja JaxpHu.

57



51 crapancs nepkarth ceds B pyKax, HO BECh FHEB H pa3ipaKeHHe, KO-
NHBILEECs B TeYEHHE MecsLla, CTPEMUINCH BBIPBaThCA HapyKy. Beskuit
pas, xorna g maaen Ha Kopu Crappa, npuxoawiock BHOBb IOABIIATh
ouepeHOH npHucTyn rHeBa. OH CO3HATENbHO XOTeN YOUTh LeNyIo pacy
pasyMHBIX cymecTB. OH ropamics TeM, 4To H300pes opyxue, crnocob-
HO€ BBIIIOJHUTD 3Ty BceoOuryro pe3Hro. [ MeHs 3To ObUIO YK CIUII-
koM. [Ipumnoce naxe cOerats B TyasleT U TaM NpoOneBaThbCes.

Korna s cHoBa cmyctwiics B pyOKy, TO MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO KOPadib
ocTtaHOBWICA. [JIHYB Ha 3KpaH, 5 CHayajla He 3aMeTHJI HUYEro, Kpome
CEepOCTH, KoTopas Opla clefIcTBHEM c1aboro ocBelleHus. 3aTeM TyMaH,
OYEBUIHO, YACTHYHO paccesics, U s yBUIEN, Kak BOKPYT Mpa4yHO, TOYHO
HaJarpoOHbIe KaMHH, TOHAMANIHCH cepble 31anus. X 6bu10 COTHH, cTO-
SBIIMX ONU3KO JPYT OT Apyra, OHU ObUIH pa3HbIX (GOpPM H pasMepoB, U
3¢ dexT HarpoOHBIX KaMHEH yCHIIMBAIIO TO, YTO BCE 3aHU KPEHUITUCH
IO/l Pa3HBIMH YIVIaMH K XOJIOJHOM, BOTHUCTOH NMOBEpXHOCTH. U cioBHO
NPUBUIEHHS, MEXTYy HUMH MEUICHHO IUThUIH IO ropofy obnayka Ty-
MaHa, MHOrZa MpHONIDKasICh K OTKPHITHIM JBEPHBIM MpPOEMaM, 3aTeM
OCTaHaBJIMBAsICh U BAPYT OpOCAsACh MPOYB, TOYHO JKHBBIE CYIIECTBA.

T'OPOJI BBLJI orpomeH. JIoykHO OBITE, OH MPOCTHPAJICS HA MHOTO
KWJIOMETpOB BO Bce cTopoHbl. Ho 1 yyBcTBOBan cepaueM, 4ro 6oinb-
mas 4acTh 3THX 34aHUH MyCTYeT, YTO JIMIIb B HEMHOTHUX U3 HUX JKUBYT
ocTaTku moped. BocxuilieHue 5TUM CTpaHHBIM, 6€3HaIEXKHBIM MECTOM
3aCTaBMIO MEHS OCMAaTPHBAThCS HECKOIBbKO HECKOHYAEMBIX MUHYT. S
YyBCTBOBAJ IOKPOB CTpaxa, CIIbIIIAT MEUICHHbIe IIard CMEpTH, KO-
BBUIAIOINHME MO pa3OUTHIM YJIUIIAM — OLIYINas T€ K€ SMOLMH, YTO HC-
IBITHIBAJIM, HaBEpHOE, BCe axpu. HeBrIpasuMas, coxuMmaromas cepaue
T1ieyasTb OXBaTHIIa MEHS U, HaKOHell, s oBepHyIics k Kappucty u ykazan
PYKOH B OIHO U3 3JaHHH Ha DKpaHe.

ITokopHo, HO ¢ MOGOMBITCTBOM, OH JIOCTal /iBa ckadaHapa. Mel one-
nuck. 51 3amep BHyTpPEHHIOIO IBEph BO3IYIIHOIO ILTIO33, OCTABUB Jie-
xamero Kopu Crappa, koTopblii npoOyner B HOKayTe elile He MEHbIle
yaca, ¥ OTKPbUI BHEIIHUI JTIOK.

BrigsunyTth necenky? Jla 3adyem? Mbl HIarHyJd MpsAMO U3 JIIOKA U
OKOJIO MHUHYTHI IUTBLTH B BO3yXe€, IS Ha 3TOT ropoi M3 Haiarpood-
HBIX KaMHeH, K KOTOpoMy HpHOIHXKATUCH, TPEXIE Y€M OCO3HAIH, YTO
MPOUCXONHUT.

— Cun! — Bocxiuknyn Kappuct. — Mel He nagaeM! MbI ke JOIDKHBI
ObUIH COPBITHYTh BOH TyZa! — M OH YKa3aJl Ha 3eMJII0, JIEXKAIYIO B I0-
JyMEeTpe 1oJl HaMH, JIMLO €ro MCKa3W KaKOH-TO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHbIH
CTpax.

Koneuno, 1 nomkeH 6bU1 3TO cpasy >ke NMoHATh. KappucTt npeBocxoz-
HBIHl MaTeMaTHK, HO BOT C BOOOpa)keHHEM y HEro Tyro. A MHe HYXHO
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66110 OBI cpa3y xe cooOpa3uts. U s 06BACHUI eMy, B3MaXHYB PYKaMH
TakK, YTO MEPEBEPHYIICS U HOIUIBUI B BO3IyXe BHU3 I'OJIOBOM.

3neck He ObLno cuitbl TshxecTu! S ke 3HAN 3TO ele A0 TOro, Kak Mel
npuierenu croga! Ecnu ninanera nonas, To BHyTPH Hee HE MOXKET OBITh
HHUKAKOrO TAroTeHus. J10 U 1 00bicHun Kappucry.

Ho ero He ycniokouiu MoH CJIOBa.

— Kak e MbI criyctuMcs? — 3akpudan oH. — U kak GyneMm nepensu-
ratbcsi? Cup, Mbl JIETHM MPSMHUKOM Ha Ty HaArpOOHYIO IUIUTY!

Tak oHO ¥ GBLIO, U 5 CHOBA COXPOTHYJICA. DTO 371aHHE AEHCTBUTETHHO
MOXOJWJIO Ha HAArpoOHYIO IUIHTY, HOCTABIIEHHYIO KOCO IOI YIJIOM B
TPHALATH FPayCcoB U BO3BBILIAIOUIYIOCS Ha BCE MATBAECAT METPOB, C
MHOTOYHCIIEHHBIMH, KAKMMH-TO MCKPUBICHHBIMH OKHAMH H IOBEPIMH,
NIAAAIIMMYI BHU3 Ha 3eMJII0. 31aHue ObUI0 BHO 3a0polleHo, 0 YeM CBU-
JeTeJIbCTBOBAIU XyZble, CKeJIeTOOOpa3Hbie JepeBbsi, KOTOpbIe OILIEIH
BETBAMH BCE 3[laHHME, CIIOBHO CKeJeThl, OOXBaTHUBIIKE PYKaMH CBOIO
HaarpoOHYIO INTUTY. DTO CpaBHEHHME OBLIO CIIHILKOM XYTKHM, U 5 ONATh
COZIPOTHYJICA.

Kappucrt 6b11 Ha camom nene HamyraH. Ho s HUYeM He Mor emy
noMous. HakoHel, oH nocnenoBan MoeMy npumepy, foieren o 6mu-
)KaHIIero epeBa M CTaj CIyckaTbcs Ho HeMmy K 3emuie. Hakower,
KOrJa 0 3eMJIM OCTaJIOCh MOJIMETPA, Mbl YBUMEIH BCE B MPABUIbHOMN
NepCIEKTHBE.

Kappuct nosuc Ha BeTke, 60sCh, YTO Maseiiiee JBH>KEHHE BHOBb
BO3HECET €ro B BO3AYyX. 3aTeM OH IMOBEPHYJICSA KO MHE.

— W uro npoky ot 3Toro? 3ayeM Mbl BooOuIe yHuiu ¢ kopabnsa? Msi
ocraBuu Kopu Crappa Ge3 nprucMoTpa BMecTe ¢ ero usiy4dareneM. Kak
TOJIBKO OH OYHETCH, TO BKJIIOYUT €ro, HallpaBUT HA CBETHJIO, H MBI YM-
pem BMecTe ¢ axpu! [ToueMy MbI He pa30HITH STOT YEPTOB H3JTy4arenb?

— MBI y>ke BIMIUTH JOCTAaTOYHO NIyOOKO, TaK YTO HE CTOMT BCE YXYII-
WaTh, — MPa4YHO CKa3asl i eMy. — TeXHH4YecKH, Mbl B3OyHTOBAJIUCh, a
HeT Xyamero npectyrieHus. Eciu 661 MBI MPOCTO YHUUYTOXKWITH U3JTY-
yaresnb, To MOrIM 661 camu noiitu B CoBet Jecsaru.

— Ts1 nymaems, 3a BceM >TuM cTouT CoBeT JlecaTH? — BOCKITUKHYI
Kappucr.

— Kro xe eme? OHM IepkaT B CBOMX pyKaX Bclo BiacTk B Cucreme.
Yepe3 HUX NpOXOIAT BCE 3aKOHBI M pelleHus. Pasymeercs, 3auMHIIM-
kaMu sABisercs koprnopauus «Cagsl Mepkypus». OHU HOHSIH, YTO MX
KOMITaHUS TEPIUT YOBITKU. A 3TO AJIs HUX HenpuemieMmo. Y onu npen-
aoxwm Coery Jlecsatu, 4to camu mozaborsarcs o naxpu. Coser, pasy-
MeeTcsl, OHAJ, YTO CHTyaLUs CJIOXKHAs, TI03TOMY MOMPOCTY YMBUIT PYKH
¥ TIPeJOCTABIII KOPIIOPALIUK CBOOOIY PELIHTH €10 TaK, Kak OHH XOTAT.
Taxk n Bo3HuK CTapp, paboTaromuii Ha/i 5TUM NPOKIATHIM H3Ty4YaTesleM.

Kappuct otopBan B3nis OT Mpa4HOToO ropoza.
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— Ho uro, ecnmu Ctapp BKIIOUMT H3ay4aTesib. MBI caMH Bellb TOXeE
3aMep3HeM.

— OH He BKJIKOYHT €ro, — MpauHO OTBETHI 1. — XOT: ObI IOTOMY, YTO
s COMHEBaIOCh, Hailziercs i Bo Bcel CUcTeMe XOTh I€CATOK IMUIOTOB,
CMOCOOHBIX BBIBECTH KOCMHYECKHH KOpalbib yepe3 STOT TyHHENb, He
pa36uB ero o crensl. [lonsTHo? Thl — KO3bIpE B 3TOH Hrpe, Kappuct, u
Crapp nanblieM He LIEBEJBHET, IOKa HE CMOXET CHOBAa KOMaHJOBAaTh
to60#. [Tonomuu mou cnosa. Tak 4To Aepkuck MOGIMKE KO MHE, UTO
ObI THI HU Aenan!

KappucTt omyTMo B3apOTHYIL.

— 3HauuT, A1 — KO3bIph? — MEPECHPOCUII OH U C COMHEHHEM IOKaJyall
rOJIOBOM, HO KOTZ[a 51 HAIIPaBUJICS JaNIblile B KAMEHHBIE [LKYHIJIH, OH 10~
CIIELIHO MOCJIEA0BaJ 38 MHOM.

BOKPYT" BCE 05110 CHIOKOHHO, TaK YTO MBI MOTJIM TIPOCTO JIETETh
Haj 3ewield. CTpaHHBIH OBLT 3TOT ropofl, CIIOBHO IIPOHH3aHHbINA JUIMH-
HBIMH NaJIbIAMH TyMaHa, JIETAIOMIero BOKPYT MOYTH YTO HeJeyCTpeM-
JIEHHO, OOBMTBHIH JIO3aMHU M BETBIMH CKPYUYEHHBIX JIEPEBBEB, C MOJTYa-
JIUBBIMH, TTOKOCHUBINMMHCS 3JaHUAMM — BCE€ BOKPYT HaBEBaJIO MBICIIU
0 KJaa0uiie, mpu4YeM O KIaAOWINe, YTOHYBIIEM B MOpe, M 3IaHUs
OBLIHM, KaK MOTHJIbHBIE KAMHH, OTMEYalOLHe TTOXOPOHEHHbIE MEUTHI U
HaIEeX]IbI.

W B roponckux npeaMecTssiX MBI HallUTA TO, YTO UCKaiu — «bropo
MIEPEHOCA CO3HAHMA», IIOCTPOEHHOIO, COINIACHO MEXIUIAHETHOMY 3a-
KOHY, TYT, KaK U Ha BCeX JPyTUX HaceJIeHHBIX IUIaHeTaX. Mbl roserenu
K BBICOKOMY, KyIOJIOOOpa3HOMY CTPOCHHIO, pa304apOBaHHbIE, UYTO /0
CHX TIOp HE BCTPETHIIM HH OJHOTO MECTHOTO uTens. S Opln Brepenwy,
3acTaBUB ce0sl YHCTO BOJIEBHIM YCHJIMEM BOMTH B €ro MPH3pavyHOe Hy-
Tpo. Bricokuit Kynos BO3BBIIIANCS HaJ HaMU, KaK €IUHCTBEHHAs Iy-
60kas 6acoBas cTpyHa, CTaHOBALIa’ACs Bce rpomue u rpomue. Hakoner,
MBI OCTAHOBUJIUCH TIOYTH B MOJHOHW TEMHOTE Nepel JIMHHOM CTOHKOM.
C kymona cBucasa eJUHCTBEHHAs CTapasi BEpeBKa.

A e3maHyn Ha Kappucra. JIuno y Hero ObIIO clierka 3eJI€HOBaToOro
orreHka. OH CXBaTWI BEpEBKY M C NMPUIIYLIEHHBIM CTOHOM MOTSHYJ
ee. Bo3HHMKIIO Takoe omiymieHHe, OyATO HaJ HaMM pacnaxHyiauck He-
Oeca, Korma 1Mo BCeMy ropoay TNMPOHECCs YUCTBIH KOJIOKONBHBIN 3BOH.
3710 GBI CJIAOCTHBIN 3BYK, TIOUTH CTOJIb )K€ CIIAJIOCTHBI, Kak U TpyOa
I'aBpumna, 3actaBnsromas MEpPTBEIX BoccTarh U3 Morui. Kappucr ¢ uc-
KaKE€HHBIM JIMLIOM OTCTYITIJI HA IIar. A KOJOKOJ IPOAOJDKa 3BOHUTb,
¥ MBI IOYYBCTBOBAJIH c€0sl MPOKJIATHIMH I'PEIIHUKAMH, CIIMIIKOM PaHO
MOTPEBOKUBIIMMH MEPTBBIX.

— OCTaHOBH K€ 3TOT 3BOH! — IPOCTHO BBIKPUKHYII s M B OCICHCTBE
CXBaTHUJI BEPEBKY.
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Ho xonokon nuie Ha JOMIO CEKyHIBI 3aMOJT4al, 3aTe€M 3a3BOHMII
CHOBA, M HaM 3ax0TeNoCch yOexaTh U Iie-HHOYAb CIPATaThC.

MBI naxke He cpa3sy 3aMeTHJIM, YTO BHE3alHO OTKyHa-TO CBEpXY MO-
JIMJICS TIOJIyA€HHBIH CBET. A KOIZIa 3aMETHIIH, TO OKAMEHEIH U MEJICHHO
noBepHy/nuch. CBer nuincs ¢ 6ajikoHa, U3 0€33ByYHO OTKPBIBaBIUMXCS
apepeii. 1 B 1BepHOM npoeMe BO3HUKIM KOHTYPbI KakoH-TO HIyphI B
IUTHHHOM 4YepHOM 0ajlaXxoHe ¢ KamoIIOHOM. MBI He BHIENH ee JIMLA,
TONBKO [1Ba CBETAIIMXCH, (pocdopecuypyrolMx mia3a B3UpaId Ha HAC
U3-NI0J KaIIOIIOHA.

Kappuct HeBonbHO marHyn nmobmwke ko MHe. S 4yBCTBOBaj, Kak
APOXKMT €ro TeJIO B cKadaHpe.

51 moHsN, YTO JOJDKEH YTO-TO CKa3aTh, OTKPBUI I'yOBI pas, Apyroi, u
JMIIb HA TPETHH MHE YaJI0Ch NPOILENTAaTh:

— M5! npunum. ..

— Jla, MBI npUILTH! — XPUILIO, NOYTH UCTepU4HO nepebun MeHs Kap-
pucT. — 1 HaM Hy>HBI Tena!

T'oBOpHII OH Ha YHHBEPCAILHOM S3BIKE.

durypa BeAbMBI B KaNIOMOHE NMPOAOJDKANIA IAIMTHCS Ha Hac.

BHe3anHO OHa NOBepHYIIa rojIoBy K KOMY-TO, HaXOJAIIEMYCS B OCBe-
LIEHHO} KOMHaTe 1033y Hee.

— BHusy fBa npezacTaBUTeNs packl rpabuTeneii, — MpoxpHIiesna oHa.

U uncThlii, Oecrnonksiif rojioc OTBETUN €H:

— Paca rpabureneii, paca rpabureneii, MoKuparomias MHpPBIL, OHU
caMH NpHOMMKAIOT CBOIO MOrudenb, BHIMUXUBAs OPYTHX C MCKOHHBIX
MX MECT...

durypa B KamiOIIOHE B30PBAlaCh MEP3KHUM, TOHKMM XUXHKAaHBEM,
3areM HOBTOpHJIA:

— BHu3y cTOAT [iBa MPECTaBUTENS pachl rpabuTenel.

U B oTBeT pa3pasics KpHK, MOXOXKHUH Ha KPHK HOMyras, OT KOTOPOro
Hallla KpOBb 3aCThbLia B XKHJIaX:

— Tax paiite um tena!

Benpma TyT ke 3aKkpbina ABepb, OTpYOMB ApKHid CBET, U LUArHyna ¢
OaJikoHa.

OHa — a MBI KaK-TO YyBCTBOBAJIY, YTO 3TO JKCHIIMHA — IIPOJIeTeNa Mo
NOMEILIEHHIO U YXBAaTUIIaCh 32 BEPEBKY KOJIOKOJIA. YIUBUTEIBHO, HO KO-
JIOKOJI TYT JKe MiepecTall 3By4ath. BelbMa JIOBKO CITyCTHIIACH IO BEPEBKE
M OKa3aJach 3a CTOMKOH.

Ha, oHa peiictBuTensHO Obuia BeapMoit! JIMHHBIH, KPIOYKOBATHIM
HOC, THWIbIE 3yOBl, IV1a3a, ropAIlMe KaKMM-TO 3/10BELIMM BHYTPEHHUM
orrem. S naxe BCIOMHHII AETCKUI CTHINOK NPO MaTyiky-rychiHIoO.

3nBle 1a3a CMOTpPENM Ha HAC MCKOca. 3aTeM TOHKHE T'yOBl pacKphi-
JIMCh, U U3 HUX TOJIWJICS Ha HAC TIOTOK I'PA3HBIX PYraTesbCTB.
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— Jla mycTs BamM JeTH yMpPYT B JIOHaX WX Mmarepei! Jla mycTts nora-
cHer Bame CousHIle! — 3aKOHYMJIAa OHA C MCKITIOYUTENFHOM BCIIBIIIKOH
THEBa.

51 ycraBuiics B ee ropsiye jiasa M, Korja oHa 3aMoi4ala, ¢ TpyaoM
3arOBOPHIIL.

— A Teneps, cecTpa, — XpHIUIO CKa3all 51, — KOrJa Thl 3aKOHYMIIA FOBO-
PUTH TPaOULIMOHHBIE I'aIOCTH, MOXKET, MPUCTYIUM Kk Aerny? HaM HyxHbBI
XOpolluye, HopMajibHble Tesla. Y Bac BooOLIe €cTh 34eCh 4TO-HHOYab
HOpMaJibHOE?

Kazanoch, oHa cobupanach GPOCHTBECS Ha MEHS W BLETMThCS KOT-
TssMH MHe B iuio. Ho BMecTo Toro 6pocuna nepea HaMu Ha MPHIIABOK
wraBuarypy. Mei ¢ Kappucrom nocnemso Habwin Ha Hell CBOU MMEHa,
MECTO pOKICHHUA, Koe-4To u3 Onorpaduii. 3areM ykaszanu, Kakoe KOoJIu-
4YeCTBO YMa, MHCTUHKTOB U ITaMATH Mbl MOXEM cebe NO3BOJIMTh, YTOObI
HE J1aTh HOBBIM TeJaM 3aXBaTHTh BIACTh HaJ HAlIMMU CO3HAHWUSMHU.
Jpyrumu cropamMu — pyTHHa.

— U mpI criemum, — 106aBUI s BCIIyX, C TPEBOTroi BcoMHUB 0 Kopu
Crappe.

K sTtomy BpeMeHM OH noimkeH yxke o4HyThecsa. U uro oH Oyner me-
nars? IlpuMeTcs 3a BHIOMHEHHE CBOETO NEPBOHAYAIBHOIO I1aHA, B TO
BpeMs Kak MbI OyZ1eM MpoIoDKaTh BRINOMHATH Hall? D10 Oblia y)kacHas
MBICJIb. ] TONBKO Ha MUT MpeJCTaBUN cede, Kak 3lelIHee CBETUIIO BHe-
3alHO FaCHET U BECh ATOT MHP IIOrPYy>KaeTcst B TEMHOTY U KOCMHYECKUH
xonoa! Ho Crapp He moxer cnenars 3toro 6e3 Kappucra! U BooOuie,
He caMmoyOwuiina ke oH!

I'ma3a BetbMBI HEXOPOILIO OECHYITH.

— Cnemmure, — npommnena oHa. — Paca rpabureneii Be4HO CIEIUUT.
U xorma-HuOyne el mpuaeTcs NOCHemMTh, YToOBl YrHAThCs 3a caMoi
co0oii.

IIpousHecs 3Ty TOBONBHO-TaKH 6€CCMBICIIEHHYIO (pa3y, OHa IPOHec-
JIach IO MOMEIIEHHIO, TOUHO Myss. BerpeBoxkeHHbIe, Mbl ¢ Kappucrom
NoMyaluch 3a He. OHa BIUIbUIA B ABEpb, 3JIOHAMEPEHHO 3aXJIOMHYB
ee 3a cobOoi. IlpaBna, u 1, u KappucT yXuTpunuces He moyioMats cebe
KOCTH, HO pa3pa3iIUCh IPA3HBIMHU PyTaTebCTBAMHU.

Ms! Bce elle IIUMENH NPOKIATHA, KOTAa, HAKOHEL, HarHalld ee, HO
OKpY>KE€HHE Hac OTPe3BUJIO. ATnaparypa Ajs nepeHoca co3Hanus! OHa
OKpY>KWJla Hac MpayHbIMH MacCHBaMH, M KaK BCErAa, s NOYyBCTBOBAJ,
YTO Jyllla yXOAUT B MATKU. KappHcT, moxoxke, HCHBITBIBAI TO XKE CaMOe.

BenpMa nomaHua MeHs KOCTIIABO# pykoii. B koMHare ropena nuib
OJlHa TyCKJIas JIaMIIO4Ka, ¥ s BUJeJ TOJIbKO ee Masa. [lofimaB B3msn
Kappucra, s moyyBcTBOoBad cebs yBepeHHee, U HEOpeXXHO mouien K
BefibMe. Ho xorza s ycencs Ha CTynn caMOro 3/710BELIEro BHIA, HOTH Y
MeHSI IPOXKAITH.
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BenpMma pelBKamMu NpHBs3ajia MHE PYKH K MOMIIOKOTHHKAaM. 3areM
OTBUHTHJIA M CHsJIA IIJIEM, W TOKA TMepel I1a3aMM Y MEeHS BCE IUTBLIO
OT pe3KOro M3MEHEHHs [aBJeHHsd, NMPUOIU3Hia CBOe YPOAJIMBOE JIULO
K MOEMy.

— Tol nomxeH 3a00TUTHCS O Tejle, — MPOBOpYalia OHa. — TakoB 3aKoH!
Axx! Besa TBos paca moruOHeT u CoOJHIE MOTAaCHET, €CJIH XOTh €JH-
CTBEHHAs LIapanMHKa MOSBUTCSA HA TeJie UTS, KOraa Thl OCBOOOIUINE
ero!

HA TEJIE nuta?! — 4yyTb OBLJIO HE BCKPUKHYI 51, HO Y MEHS I1epexBa-
THJIO TOPJIO, IIOCKOJIBKY YBUAEJ, KaK B JBEPH BIUIBIBAIOT JIBE HESCHHIC
¢urypku. BpLio clumkoM TeMHO, 4T0OBI MOAPOOHO paccMOTPETh UX,
HO 5TO siBHO ObUTH eTH! JleTH He crapiue Aecatu jet! S Gpino 3aBommI
M KpaeMm ia3a yBuzen, kak Kappuct 6pocuncs ko MHe, HO 3aTeM MHeE
B HO3pY yZJapHia BOJIHA ra3a, U M MO# CIIOBHO MOpa3mi mapamud. 5
ObUT B KAaKOM-TO MOABEIIEHHOM COCTOSHHH, MOCKOJIbKY BHJAEN M CIbI-
aJi, Kak MO€ CO3HaHHE, UHCTUHKT, IaMATh U BCe Mpovee MepeTeKaroT
B MO3r pebeHKa, KOTOPOro cTapas BebMa MpUBA3aJia K CTyjly HalpoTUB
MEHSI, TeKyT IO MPOBOAaM, YTOOBI cOOpaThCsi B UCXOAHOE COCTOSIHHE B
4y>KOM MO3Te.

A cnenuan, kak KappucT oT4agHHO CITOpHIT O cTapoi BeIbMO¥A.

— Ham HyxHBI B3pociible Tena — opayi oH. — [loHsia T, crapas
Beapma?!

Ona xpuyana B OTBET Ha HErO, U II0 €€ TOHY s IOH:I, YTO OHa Oe3-
mepHo yauBneHa. Hakonew, Kappuct, nomxHo ObITh, HOHsT Oe3HaI€X-
HOCTB TOJIOXKEHHUS, TIOCKOJIbKY 3aTUX, KaK JABHraTelib Ha X0JIOCTOM XOLY,
M JIMIIB BIIOJITOJIOCA HA YTO-TO JKAJIOBAJICS.

Ho o Bce xe BbIMIpaln criop, NOCKOJIBKY MATHAALATh MHUHYT CITyCTI
s CTOSJI BO3Jie ero HoBoro tena. OH OBUT B3pPOCIBIM, BBLICOTOH OKOJIO
MOJIyTOpa METPOB, a 1 MAJIBYUIIKOH, €Ba JIX JOCTHTAIOLIMM JeBIHOCTA
CaHTHMETPOB.

Ho s 6611 coboii. S Beipyran Kappucra. OH cTOsln1 CO CMYLIEHHOM,
Kankoi ¢uzuoHomueil. M Bce 310 BpeMs crapas BelbMa KyJaaxTalia U
mep3ko xuxukana. Hakonewn, el Bce 3To Hagoeno.

— BrbI He yka3anu Hy>KHBIH BaM BO3pAacT, — MPOKyAaxTajia oHa. — Tak
noyeMy OBl BaM He MOJYy4YHTh Tejo peOeHka? Bcs Baina paca — eiie
JMTS, B TO BpeMs Kak Halla — IPeBHAsA, BO3MOKHO, IpEBHEE, YEM CaMH
nnanetsl! Kak 3Hate? Kcrary, BHI ele He oTAany MHE MOM J€HbIH!

IToka Kappuct oOpickuBan mMoe ctapoe, Gecco3HaTelnbHOe TeNno, s
CTOsI, TpACACh OT 310cTd. OH 3amnaTiil cTapoil BeapMe ABE THICAYM
YHHUBEPOB, 3aTeM [IEPCHEC HAIlM Tella Ha MOJIKH, TIIATeJIEHO OTperyiu-
poBai B ¢ymIsApax BIAKHOCTH M JABIICHHE, a s MyTalcsd IO HOraMu
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U BOIIWJI Ha Hero, Topons. HakoHeln, MbI BBIILIA U3 3JaHUA, U s CHOBA
BBITUIECHYJI Ha HETO CBOIO APOCTb.

— Hy u nomomnmnuek u3 teds! — Bormun s TOHEHBKMM TOJIOCKOM. —
Hy, xak, xopomw s B 3ToM Tene? Y 3aelHero Hapoaa MoraHoe 4yBCTBO
toMopa. OHu OyayT XOXOTaTh HaJI0 MHOM. A S HE MOTY MO3BOJIMTH BECTH
neperoBopsl Tebde!

KappucT Tonbko Kopumics U exuIIcs.

— OHa y>ke HayaJla KOITUPOBATh TE€OsI, — MBITAJICS ONPABAbIBATHCS OH. —
He Mor ke s npepBath npouecc Ha cepeauHe. S HU4ero He MOT Cl1eJiaTh.

S1 nponomkan BopUaTh U pyrarbesi, XOTS MOHAMAJI, 4To OH npas. Hac
Ollypadiiiy, pUYeM OOypavyWid BeCbMa JIOBKO. 3aTeM, 3apaHee CTpa-
1ack, 4YTO MOTY HalTH, S Ha4aJl HCCIICAOBATh PasyM 3TOrO FOHOTO Tela.
3t0 6BUT KETCKHiT pa3yM, MOJIOJIOM, HEOTILITHBIHM, HE 3HAKOMBIH C ropo-
noM. S cHoBa Bbipyraiyics. Y BOpyr no4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK YTO-TO Ha4aso
pacTu B 3TOM pa3yMe, Kakas-To Oe3MoiBHasA, Oecco3HaTeNbHas TOCKa,
noBesieBaromas cMorpers Ha Connue. S noaHsU1 B3DIA ¥ Aaj Tey NoJl-
Hyro Bomo. U B royioBe y MeHs 3a3Bydana MOJIMTBA, JKaJOOHBIH, CTO-
HyIIMH KpHK, B KOTOPOM OBUIM COOpaHbI BCE MOTEPSHHbBIE HaIEMIbl.
CHauana s mporoBapHBaJl €e MbICIIEHHO, HO BCKOpE IMOHS, YTO TOBOPIO
BCITYX:

— O, Conxue, co3nanHoe JIpeBHUMH JIIOAbMH, G0ee IpeBHUMH, YeM
IUTaHeTa, BHYTPU KOTOPOH HaXOOMTCS TBOH CBET, Thl OCBEMIACLIb MyTh
NMaxpd ¥ THI Jaelb Jlaxpu xu3He! Ho HaM CTaHOBHTCSA XOJIOOHO, 3TO
CTapoCTh, OT Koeii HeT uzbapneHuil. Benukas Marb cUIUT Ha TpOHE B
3TOM XOJIOZIe, U HET y>Ke TeIUIOTHl B ee OnarocnoBeHuH. ComHLe, mpo-
Jieit ke Ha Hee TBOM OJIarOTBOPHBIE JIy4YH, pa3 HAUIM BOIUIM HE MOTYT
corpers ee, kak He MoryT corperb ¥ Hac camux! O, ConHie, Hekorga
cozgaHHoe J[peBHUMU. ..

Jto Obl1a MONIUTBA, 3ayYeHHAs HAaU3yCTh. S mapui B BO3OyXe, BO3/AEB
BBEpPX PYKHU, 1 MOH COOCTBEHHBIH pa3yM HaOMrOas 32 MPOUCXOISLIMM.
[TpuzpauHbie OOPHIBKH TyMaHa OMBIBAJIM MO€ TeNlo. MoM CTeHaHu yiie-
Talu B ropojckoe 6e3moneue. BHe3anHo s nov4yBCTBOBaJ, YTO 3TO VI
MeH# YK caumkoM. CITMITKOM MHOTO Y Kaca, CIIMIIKOM MHOTO CTeHaHUH
U Oonu. S w30 Bcex CHJI MOMbITAICA BEPHYTh YNpPaBI€HHE TEJIOM, HO,
00roch, y MeHs1 HU4ero Obl He BHIIIIIO, eciii Ob1 He KappHcT.

— Cupn! — 3aBonMI OH MHE B CaMO€ YXO, CXBaTWJl MEHs U 3aTpsc,
crnoBHo Oe3ymubiit. — Cun! Tl otnan emy ynpaeienue! Tak Henbss!
Ham Hazno 3akoH4YUTH cBoOM Aena. HykHO HalTH 3[eIIHUX NpaBUTENEH.
U B nepByto ouepenp, kak TH 3Haewmb, Kopu Crapp. ..

3TO UM OKa3aJI0OCh T€M PBIYaroM, KOTOPHIi 3a0pocHiI MO COOCTBEH-
HBIH pa3yM Ha BEPUIMHY Y []ajl eMy pblYard yrpaBJieHHs TeJIOM.

51 B3mporHy:n, moxavana roJIoBod M B3MaxHyN IPEBOBHIHOH PYKOH,
YTOOBI CITyCTUTHCS BHU3. 3aTeM MOBEepHY OnenHoe muio k Yuuty Kap-
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pHCTY — TOYHEe, HU3EHBKOMY, PH3EMHUCTOMY, BBICOXIIEMY abOpHIreHy
Ha KPUBBIX HOKKaX, B KOTOPOM HaXOIWJIOCh co3HaHue Kappucra.

— Te1 cnbiman sty monursy, Yunn? — npomentan i. — OHa BbIIIbUIA
U3 pasyma 5Toro pebeHka. ITo ObUIO MOAJMHHOE rope M MOAJTHHHBIC
CTpaJiaHus, peOeHOK JIEHCTBUTENBHO YyBCTBOBAJI OKPY>KAFOIIHH XOJOJ,
HaJJBUTAIOIIYIOCS MIITY ...

Ho Y nums ycTaBwIcsS Ha MEHS, U S IOHST, YTO OH HHYETO TaKoro
He 3HaeT. [la U He Mor oH 3HaTh TOT yXxac, koraa CoNHIe nepectano
66ITH 60TOM, KOrAa 60r MOKUHYN cBOM Hapox... OH elle He paccMaTpH-
BaJI MIOJIyYEHHBIE BMECTE C TEJIOM CBEIEHHUS, UHCTUHKTHI U IaMATh, A 5
¥ He XoTel1 Obl, YTOOBI OH 3TO CAeNall

51 BHOBB NOBEPHYJICS U DIISIHY/ Ha MPHTUXIONH IOpPOZ.

— Yy, — npoienTan s, — Mbl JOJDKHBI HAHTH MX Benm(yro Mars!

MbI JIETEJIA no ropoxy. Temno, B koTopoM Haxonwics Yuiul, 66110
TEJIOM B3pPOCIIOH 0cOOH, MOITOMY JIBUTajCS OH OBICTpee, a s OTCTaBal
Bce Ooblle, MOKa, HAKOHEL, COBCeM He 3ambixaics. Toraa s 3aopan py-
rareJibCTBa. YWUI BEpHYJICSA KO MHE.

— 51 mor 6bl HecTH TeOs, — NPOCTOAYLIHO NMPEJIOKUI OH.

S 6pocun Ha Hero UCTeNeNAOIIHNE B3I ¥ ABUHYINCS Aaiisiue. Ho B
CO3HaHHMH BHE3AITHO BCIUTBLIA (pa3a, emle OOJbIIe Pa303THBIIAsT MEHS:

«H Tonbko AWUTA MOBEnET...»

51 HaTAHYN KOPOTKOE, CTPAHHO CILIETEHHOE TO JIM MAIBTO, TO JIH Ha-
KMIKY Ha oa00pOAOK U 3aCTaBwI ce0s ABUrarhes Aaibiie. YeM nryoke
MBI IIPOHUKAJIH B FTOPOJ, TEM CHJIbHEE CTYLLAJICS BOKPYT CMEPTOHOCHBIH
mpak. 3naHus Ge3yMHO KJIOHWINCHh U KpeHWIHCh Haja Hamu. W nuumb
KOTZIa MBI IOYYBCTBOBAJIH, YTO COBEPLICHHO MOTEPSIUCEH, MBI YBUIEIU
Ty3€eMIEB.

910 6BUIO MOKOOHO MOKY. MHOXECTBO (Uryp moseTeno, Kpy»Kach,
KaK COpBaHHbIE JINCThS, U3 BEPXHUX OKOH OJHOro 3 3aaHuii. U Bce oHn
O6bu 1eTbMH. OH B30pBaJIUCh B3BOJIHOBAaHHBIMU KPUKaMH TPH BHIE
MeHs, U Tnoserenu elle ObicTpee. Uepes cekyHAy s yxke ObUT B Takoi
TOYee, KaKyl0 HUKOrJa eLle He BUAbIBAN. PafocTHbIe IeTCKUE KPUKHU
paspsiBajii MHe GapabaHHbIe nepenoHKH. HeoxxuaaHHo s 3710 3aBUBKaI
M OTLIBBIPHYJI CBOMX MI'PUBBIX HamaJalomux. Te pasierenuch OT MeHs,
TOYHO 00JIa4Ka, U YMeJIO YXBAaTHIHCh 3a JAEPEBbs U BHICOKHE COPHSKH,
4TOOBI HE MO3BOJIUTH cebe «ymacTb» B HE0O.

U Bce ¢ HapacTaomMM y>KacoM yCTaBHIIMCh MHE NPSMO B IJia3a.

— 370 He OH! — 3aKpUy4aJl BHE3AITHO OWH M3 HUX. — OTO He OH!

OcranbHble TOXE MCIYTaHHO 3aKpHUYalld, BHCA HAa JEPEBbAX, TOUHO
Hecrenbie s0Moku. S Xe UCTyrayicsi He MeHbIIe HX, BHYTPH Y MEHS ax
CBEJIO CyAOpOro# OT yxaca.
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«5l —3TO0 OHa! — 3aBOMMII y MEHS B IOJIOBE MBICIICHHBIM roocok. — 51
— nuts Benukoit Marepu!»

S nosepHyncs k Kappucry. Ero crpannas koxa rnoseijieHesna OT crpaxa
M CcTaja KaKOW-TO JIMIIKOM Ha BUI.

— Cup, — yMonsiolie IpomIenTan OH, — 3T0 HacToALHi komMap! Bee
9TH Jropu cymacinenmue! Tl oke ciplman crapyio BepbMy, He Tak u? U
crplman yeid-to Apyroit ronoc! Bece oHH TyT Ge3yMHEL, Bce O MOCIE-
Hero pebeHka!

Ho s He ciryman ero. S npucnymmBaics K rolocky Y MEHs B roJoBe:

«ITouemy s1u ;moau cMoTpaT Ha Hac? [loueMy oHU CMOTPAT?»

U BHe3amHoO s ycnsliaj ciabblii 1eNlecT JUCThEB, ETOTKH, JIOHO-
CHBHIMECS M3 OKpYXaroIux 31aHuii. S OpicTpo ocMoTtperncs. Mowu cBe-
TAIKECS I7Ia3a YBUAEIH YyXKUe CBETAIMEcs IJ1a3a, YCTaBUBIIHECS U3
TeMHBIX OKOH. Ho Korza s misgen Ha HUX, OHH TYT >K€ HCUe3allH.

Vuii npocieInit 3a MOUM B3IJISIOM.

— 3a HamMH HaOJIFOAIOT, — XPHUIUIO MPOLIENTAN OH.

— Vuu, orBenu Mens B bamnro Teicsun IllaroB, — cka3zan s, egsa
meBelis rybamm.

Vunn Gpocuit Ha MeHs TakoH B3DIAL, OYATO s TOXKE CIISATHIL.

— bamrns Teicsuum [laros? Ho 1 v mOHATHS HE UMeIO. ...

— CnokoitHo, — cka3an 1. — Tsl 3Haemp, rae oHa. DTO 3HAET pasyM
TBOEro tena. Sl peGeHOK, u ONbIT y MEHs AeTcKuil. Thl jke B3pOCIHbIH.
ITosToMy THI OMKEeH npuBecTH MeHs k bamne.

Ha nune y Hero mosBWIOCH Takoe BhIpaXkeHHe, OyITO OH pa3phIBaiCcs
MEXAY CTPaxOM H >KeJJaHHeM TOBHHOBAThCS Moeil koMaH[e. 3areM OH
MIPOCTOHAI.

— Cup, 51 He Mory, — nporentai oH. — S mpocTo 6010Ck MOrpy3UTHCS
B OTOT Oe3yMHBIH pa3yM...

S npepBan ero B3MaxoM KpOLIEYHOW pYyKH, 3aTeM MOMIETeN K
V-00pa3HOMY CTpOCHHIO, 00pa30BaHHOMY ABYMS OOOKOTHUBIIUMUCS
JpYyT Ha pyra BEICOKMMH 30aHUSIMHU. TaM s pe3ko ocTaHOBHIICS, 00XBa-
THB CBOMMH pyYKaMH MaJIeHbKOe, U30rHyToe nepesle. [lepeno MHoM
CTOSJT JIAXPH CO CBETAIIMMUCS IIa3aMH, Nperpax/jas MHe ImyTh. S mo-
BEpHYJI B IpyroM HamlpaBl€HUH, ¢ YWIUIOM, TALMBIIUMCS Y MEHs 10
nmATaM H 4To-To OecriomomHo GopMmoraBmmM. Ho u Tyt mopory MHe
nperpagui Apyrou JaxpH.

MBI oBepHYH TyAa, OTKy/a NPHOBLIH.

JIOBOJIEHO [ONITO MEI JIeTeNu BIiepel, YyBCTBYs cebs mpu3pakaMH B
KakoM-TO CHe. MHMO TIpOIUIBIBANIM JI0Ma, CTOSBIIKME Bpojae OBl MPOYHO,
HO MOKOCHBLIMECS Ky/la CHIbHee 3HaMeHHuTo# [Tuzanckoii 6atnHu. Jaxe
6e3 moacKa3ky Tena A MOHSUL, YTO 3TO OBUIM XPaHWIIMINA, O KpaeB 3a-
rpy>keHHbIE MEPKYpPHUAaHCKHMMU PaCTEHHAMH, COAEPKAIMNUMH BUTAMUH Y,
U UHBIM MPOAOBOJILCTBHEM, YKPAZCHHBIM ¢ KOpaOie.
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A Ha mIomaAM MOCpeay ropoga Mbl YBHAENIU Kopabnb mociieqHer
MOJZIENH, CTOSLIMHA Ha OMopax B KOHIIE JUIMHHOM B3JIETHO-TIOCAJO4HOM
Nonochl. YHIUT CO CBUCTOM BBIJOXHYJ CKBO3b 3YOBl, KOIJa €ro B3IVIAf
CKOJIB3HYJI 110 JUIMHHBIM, IUTaBHBIM 00BOAAM.

— Iluparckuii kopabns! — mpomenTan oH.

S xuBHyn. [la, 9170 6bUT IMpaTCKU KOpPaOIIb.

MBI NOBEpHYNIH BIIEBO, U OMATh HaM OnokupoBanu gopory. Ho te-
neph A MOH, YTO NPOUCXOAMT. JlaXpu BBIHY KA HaC KyJa-TO UITH,
BOT TOJIBKO Kyza?.. MHe BApYT MOKa3aJioch, YTO 5 yKe 3HalO OTBeT. Mbl
NPOIOJDKAIH JIETETh.

H eapyr 3aurpana Myssika. HacMemnuBas My3bika, KOBapHBbI# Ooi
6apabaHOB, CKBO3b KOTOPBIH rojiocaMH 31b(OB MPOPHBAIIOCH 3By4a-
Hue ¢neltT. My3blka HarnoJIHWIA MHE IOJIOBY, IIPOHHKJIA B CO3HaHHE U
BBeJIa MEHs B KaKOe-TO IOJIYTMITHOTHYeCKoe cocTtosHue. OHa JHiach
OTOBCIOLY, CTAHOBACH TO FPOMYe, TO NEYaJbHO yMHpas, YTOOHI TyT ke
BOCKpecHyTb. Sl ieren Briepen, cIoBHO Bo cHe. S 3a6win o Kappucre. 3a-
6bU1, 4TO BHE3AIHO €ro 6oJIblIe He 0Ka3aI0Ch CO MHOM. SI cMyTHO NoM-
HWJI, 4TO C/bIIIa] ero 0OOpBaHHBIN BCKPHK, 3BYKH YAAapOB U, B KOHIIE,
YMMpAIOLIMH CTOH. A 3aTeM TUIIMHA. 5 3a0bL1 9T0, Kak 3a0bL1, yTo Kap-
puct Ob11 Hy>keH Crappy.

S IIOYTH Huuero He coobpaxan, MEeHS CMYTHO, CJIOBHO BO CHE,
OKpY>KIUIa TOJINIA TIApSIIHX JIaXpH, OHAa CTAHOBHJIACH BCe OOMIbIIE, JIaXpH
BbUIETAJIM M3 3UAIOLIMX NPOEMOB JBepeii ¥ OKOH. S ObL1 momynaxpu,
1oJIy3eMIITHHHOM, U Jieteln K bamue Teicauu Lllaros, Mectom, rae o6-
perana Benukas Marb, Mos ponuTenbHHLIA, Ta, B KOTOPOH TeKJIa KPOBb
JIpeBHeii packl u oroHs bora ConHua, NOCTENEHHO YMUpPAIOLIUHI.

3areM 6e3yMHO KpeHUBIIMECS 3aHU HaYalld pacCTyNaTbCcsl, OTKPhI-
Bas Gonpuryro mwiomaas. My3bika cTaHOBHIACh BCe rpoMye. A s Hayas
11apHUTH, MOAHUMASACh BBEPX BOJb HAKJIOHHOH CTOPOHBI OTPOMHOM IH-
paMuzbl, BEpUIHHA KOTOPOH TEepsUIach B HAMOJ3AIOMIEM, dKUBOM TyMaHe.
Sl yyBcTBOBaN B cebe Ge3MONIBHYIO TOCKY peOeHKa Mo CBOed Matepw,
pebeHKa, KOTOPBIH HaXOMWIICA B HEBBIPA3UMOM M HETMIOHATHOM €My Ca-
MOMY yXKace.

Teneps s BUzen, 4To BOKpYT ImUpamMuIsl codpaniack Oonplnas Tomna
Jlaxpy, Jepskaiascs ApyrT 3a Apyra, a epeHHue CXBaTHIINCh 3a MepHuIIa,
MAyLIMe BOKPYr OCHOBaHUWs mupamuzbl. M Haxonmsach, TakuM oOpasom,
OyKBaJIbHO IPYT Ha JIpyTe, JIaXpH MOXOIHIIH Ha €IMHYIO CTalo IITHIL, a-
pALLMX Ha XOJIOMHOM BETpY.

Ilyte mepeno MHO#H ObLT cBOOOmEH. S MOmHMMANCS HaBepX MHpa-
MUJIBL, TIPUAEPKUBAACH 3a HalpaBlsIOIHe Nepuia. MeuleHHO, O4eHb
MEUICHHO MPHOJIMDKAsCs A K BEpIIMHE B TOJIHOM ofuHo4decTBe. U uem
BbIllIe 51 MOJAHUMAJICS, TEM XOJIOJHEe CTaHOBWIICA BO3AyX. Betep cre-
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rajg MeHs, MOpo3 Kycal CKBO3b IIETEHYIO XJTaMHU/y, YTO ObLia Ha MHe.
CouHile NOABHIIOCH, KOTa i OIHSAJICS BBIIIE CIIOEB BJIAXKHOTO TYMaHa,
Jexxamux Ha ropone. OHO BHCENO Ha MEPTBOM Hebe, IPOCTO KPYT, e/1Ba
JIY JKHBEE CBOETO (OHa.

Bce eme 3Byuan koBapHeIH 60ii 6apabaHOB, My3bIKAJIEHBINA JypMaH,
OT KOTOPOro MyTaNHCh MBbIC/IH H CIIMpasio AblxaHue. M BHe3anHo ¢ Bep-
mmHbl banay Teicsun Llaros co MHOM 3aroBOpuIT Cl1aJOCTHBIA U OTHO-
BPEMEHHO HEBBIPa3uMO MeYaIbHbII roJioc:

— Hy, 4ro, 1UTS MO€e B OCKBEpPHEHHOM Telle, 3[eCh JYIOT XOJIOAHBIE
BeTphl, crapeer Bemukwii bor, u s momoce Bennkomy bory, uro6er Ha-
rpen OH OCTHIBAIOLUMI JEPH, HO Thl, MPHUOBIBLIMHA U3 Y>KacHO pa3Bpa-
IIEHHOTO MHpa, 4TO JIeNaelllb Thl B MOeM pedeHke?

51 Hayan Mckarh OTBET, M BHE3AITHO SPKHIA CBET B30PBAJICS B MO Io-
JI0Be, ounmiag Mbiciu. S BcrioMHmn, kTo 5 Takoi. SI Cunnu Xosnnmeiiep.
V MeHs eCTh CBOM MBICIIH, CBOS INYHOCTD, M CBOSI MHUCCHS B TOM YMH-
paromeM mupe. Ho onHoBpemenHo s 6bu1 auteM Benukoii Marepu, Toi,
4yTOo cuauT Ha TpoHe B bawne Teicsun laros. M ona 6siia npekpacHa,
Kak Ju1d B3opa ee peGeHka, TaKk U Ul MEHs.

ITpexkpacHa? OHa 6buTa NaxpH, COBEPIIEHHO Haras, ¢ KpUBBIMH, HC-
COXIIIMMHU HOTaMH ¥ pykamu. OHa Gblila HU3EHBKOH, IPH3EMHCTOM, JIbI-
COH, ¢ HENPONOPLUHOHAIBHO LIMPOKUM pToM. Ho ObuTH elue U ee masa,
KpacoTa KOTOPBIX paclpoCTPaHANACh [0 BCEMY OCTAIbLHOMY TeNy, MpH-
JaBas eMy OoXkecTBEHHOe, d3pUPHOE OYapoBaHHE. Y MEHS MyUYHUTENIBHO
3aCTy4aslo cepile, Korna s yBHIeN CTpaJaHue Ha €€ JIMLe, IOCHHEB-
IIEM OT XO0JI0/1a, KOTOPBIi HecH e Mopo3Hbie BeTpsl. [Tockonbky 31ech
OBLIIO BOMCTHHY XOJIO/IHO, 2 OHA CHJieJIa Harasi, BO3HOCS B YM€ MOJIUTBY
bory ConHua, Mo €ro corpets €€ Telo, HO €C/IM OH HE CTaHET €€ COo-
rpeBaTh, TO OHa IPUMET H 3Ty BOJIO OOXKBIO.

OHa cMoTpena Ha MeHs CBETALMMHUCA [VIa3aMH, U B OTOPYEHHOH MX
nTyOMHE KpbUIOCh MOHMMaHHe, NoHUMaHue MeHs, Cunnu Xommeliepa,

A y HOr ee, 3aKyTaBIIKCh B TEIUIbIE OJEXIBI TaK, YTO OTKPBITHIM
0CTaBaJIOCh JIMIIB €O JIHLO, CUIE]l MaTeHbKHIA, I0YTH HE3aMETHbIH Ye-
JoBeuek, pocdopecuupyromuye rmaza KOTOporo ropesii caMo nopoy-
HOM, sI0OBUTOI HEHABMCTBIO, KaKylo i korga-nubo sunen! S cmorpen
Ha HEro U YyBCTBOBAJI, KaKk B pazyMe peOeHKa, TeJO KOTOPOro 5 3aHH-
Mall, IOJHUMAaeTcs OTBpallleHue U cTpax. M g yyBCTBOBaJ 4TO-TO ele,
DIAAs B ropslye HEHaBHCTHbIO IMa3a. JTo ObUIO CTpaHHO, 3TO ObLIO
HeBo3MoxkHO! Ho 3Ta MbIcip nosBunack B ITyOMHAaX MOEro CO3HaHHSA
U pocia, NpoOHBasch Ha MOBEPXHOCTH. S BeCh 3aApoXkan U BHE3aITHO
BBIKPUKHYJI:

— Crapp!

OnHOBpPEMEHHO MHE 3aXOTeJIOCh 3aKpU4arb, YTO 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO.
Yro tor CTapp HHKaK He MOT HAXOOHUThLCS B NIMpaMHJeE, Y TpoHa Benu-
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koit Marepu. Ho BHe3amHO 5 ¢ YBEpeHHOCTBIO HOHSUI, YTO 3T0 OH. Eme
OBl Tenepp MOHATH, KAK M 3a4eM 37ech 1 cam? U V! BuesanHo s
0CO3HAaJI, YTO YHIUIA HeT PSIOM CO MHOM, BCTIOMHHJI 3BYKH 60pBOBL. OTO
caenan Crapp. Y Obu1 He0OX0IMM I BOIUIOMIEHHA ero maHa. bes
Viwina oH He CMOXET MOKWUHYTh 3Ty IUIaHETY, BO3MOXXHO, OH BOOOIIE
He yMeeT ynpaeiaTh kopabnem. Ho ecnu oH 3axBarun Ywuia, Torna
3auem?..

Crapp, HaXOIMBIIKICS B TeJE CTapHKa, HCKOCA IISIHYJI HA MEHSI.

— Ha, 1 Crapp, — npoLIenTai ero XpUIUiblii rojioc, B TO BpeMs Kak
IV1a3a CBEpKaJId HenoOpOoKeNnaTeIbHOCTHIO, KOTOpas, Ka3aloch, He Obla
obpailieHa HY K KOMY JIMYHO, a KO BCEMY OKPY>KaloIeMy MHpPY Pa3oM.
— BoI cBansim qypaka, Xonnmeiiep, Koraa yUIM U OCTaBHJIM MEHs Ofi-
Horo. Terepps MbI 00a B 3aTpyAHUTEIHHOM TOJ0KEHHH, U3 KOTOPOTO He-
Kyna netbes. XKaure u Habmonaiire.

— Ho... Ho xak... — BBIIOXHYN 5, COBEpIICHHO 3abbiB 0 Bemmkoit
Marepu.

U Crapp OTBETHJI MHE C TOpPEYbIO, YKe IMO-aHITHHCKH:

— S pacckasan ei, KTo Bbl TakoH, Xoymetiep.

—Kr0 1 Takoii?

— EcrectBenHo. S ckazan e, YTo BBl MpUJIETENM pa3BeNarh, YTO TYT
K Y€MYy, a 4TO 32 BaMH NPHOYIYT TOJNIBI MPEACTaBUTENEeH «packl rpabu-
Tesei», YTOObI OUUCTUTD 3[eIIHIE NPOAYKTOBbBIE CKIaasl. S ckasan, 4yTo
BbI JITYHO cOOMpaeTech HAMTH U CXBaTUTD JIAXPH, KOTOPbIe 3aHUMAJTHCh
orpabneHueM kopabneii. O, 1 onucan Bac B CaMbiX YepHBIX TOHaX. U
nooGelian e, 9ro 1 u36GaBIIO €€ OT Bac 00OHX.

— Crapp... — Hayan GbLIO 51, eBa CAEPXKHUBAsIC.

— O, He cepaurech, XomMmeiiep! — nepeOun OH MeHs, KPUBS B yc-
Melke poT. — 51 OynThIxaroch B TOM ke paccosie. MHe Hy»kHO ObUTO npo-
CJIEITUTH 32 BAMH BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI MATH K HEH M CNyIIaTh ee Mpo-
KIATYIO MO3THYECKYIO OonToBHIO. OHa cKa3aia, 4yTo OyaeT CymauTh Bac
B bamne Tricsauu laroe, Ho 3xeck, B bamHe, 103BONEHO MOSBIATHCS
TOJIBKO KOPOJIEBCKHUM TeJIaM, H S BRIHY)KIEH OBbLIT BOUTH B KOPOJIEBCKOE
Teso, — Crapp ycMexHylcs eie ropuie. — Bot B 310 Teno. — U oH koH-
BYJIbCUBHO COZIPOTHYJICS OT OTBPALLCHHUS.

s BPOCWJI onuH-eIMHCTBEHHBIH B3misiA Ha Benmkyio Mars. U
BOJIHA ’KaJIOCTH INpoKaThiach BO MHe. Benuka Opina ee Bepa B bora
ConHlla, HO OHa HE MOIVIA YK€ CAEPXKUBATh JPOXb, POHU3BIBAIOILYIO
ee Tenno. OHa 3amep3asa. Ellle HEMHOrO, ¥ IPOH3UTENbHbIE BETpa Mpe-
BPaTAT €€ B COCYIBKY. 5] modyBCcTBOBal rOphKYIO HEHaBHCTh K Crappy,
10 caMyI0 MaKyIlKy 3aKyTaHHYIO B OJI€K/bI.
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Benukas Martpe He npepbiBaia Halll pa3rOBOp, HO €€ OTPOMHBIE, TIpe-
KpacHbIE [M1a3a 6eCIIOMOLIHO CMOTPEIH TO Ha OMHOTO U3 Hac, TO Ha /IpY-
TOr0, CJIOBHO IbITAsICh OHATH, O YEM MbI TOBOPHM.

CHoBa CKBO3b 3aBbIBaHHE JIEASHOTO BeTpa, O0M anekux yxe bapada-
HOB M 3BYKH KpOLIEeYHbIX ¢redT npopsascs ronoc Crappa.

— 51, — 3asBUI OH, OpPOCHUB MONHBIH OTBpallleHUs B3N Ha Benukyio
Mars, — sBisiocs ee My>kem! MoxeTe Tonbko npeacTaButs 310? Ho Tak
JOJDKHO OBITh, a CTaphblil Aypak Ka3aJicsl OBOJIBHBIM, KOrJa s MpsAMO
CKa3aJl eMy, YTO BOBCE HE JKaKAy 3aHMMarh ero rpssHoe teno. OH Ky-
JaxTaji OT YOBOJBLCTBUSA MPSIMO MHE B JIMLIO, 3abaBnsack. S Bozpaxan
Benukoit Marepu, — kem G5l OHa He ABJIAIaCh HA CaMOM JIeTie, — YTO MHe
BCEro JIMIIb HyxkeH Y KappucT, a BBl IycTh ocTaHeTech ¢ Heil. OHa
OTBETWJIA, YTO €€ JIIONU CXBaTAT KappHcTa ¥ NoMecTAT ero B HaexHOe
MECTO, HO, TEM HE MEHEE, OHa XOTeJj1a, YToOk! g nmossuiica B bamne Toi-
csuu Illaro B kayectBe cBuzeTens. OHa Takoke XoTella MOCTYIIaTh
Bac.

Crapp npH 5TOM HalpsArcs Tak, YTo U3 ero pochopecuupyoux a3
OyKBaJIbHO MOCHINTATKCH HCKPBI.

— Ho ecnu BBI ckaxkeTe €if XOTb CJIOBO O MOEM HM3ITy4arere... — HeH-
CTOBO HayaJl OH.

— JI ckaKy, 4TO 3aX04y, — OrpBI3HYJICS 5. — BbI cTapuk, Crapp, apes-
Hss pa3BajiiHa, a s MOJIHBIH cuil pebeHok. U 1 myMmaro, 4To B pyKoman-
HOH CXBaTKe clieJlato Bac.

3areM s nosepHyJica k Benukoi Marepu u 3arosopu ¢ Heii Ha s3bike
JIAXpH, 3arOBOPWJT HEXKHO M YBAXKHTENIBHO, KaK M HAJJIe)Kallo peOeHKy
pasroBapuBark ¢ Marepbo. Sl pacckasan, Kak Mbl OOHapyXWIH, YTO
naxpu rpabsat kopabnu 3emHoit @enepaimu. Pacckasai, 4To Mbl IOHIH
TIPUYMHBI 9TUX rpabexeli U Janee cTajl TOBOPUTD, YTO JIAXPH AEHCTBO-
BAJIM HE3aKOHHO U YTO HY)KHO He3aMemnurenbHo... Ho oHa noxmHsna
PYKY, IIpepbIBasi MEHs, U B IT1a3aX ee MosBWIach 607b, KOrJja OHa 3aroBo-
puia NeBYyYHM S3bIKOM, B TaKT CTPaHHOMY pPUTMY GapabaHOB, IMyJIbCH-
pOBaBILIEMY B BO3yX€ BOKPYT Hac.

— Bor Conxua ymupaer, Marb neitanach JOrOBOPUTECS ¢ MyApeLiaMy
BAIlIeTO IUIEMEHH, HO COBET UTHOPUpOBaAJ €€ NomnbiTkH! Bpems nerur
MOHAIIPACHY, a JIaXpU BHIMUPAIOT.

IIpu 3TOM OHa cMOTpesia Ha MEHsS CBOUMH IPOMa/IHBIMH, BEJIUKONENI-
HBIMM IJ1a3aMH, U 1 MIOHAJ, O YEM OHA F'OBOPHUT — OHA FOBOPMJIA TO, YTO
elle HUKTO MHE He cKa3ail. Bek Hazan naxpu obparunuce k Cosety [le-
CATH ¥ MOMPOCHIH MOMOYb YTO-HUOYb CAENAaTh C UX YracaroUMM MNOJ-
3eMHbIM cBeTHIIOM. COBeT pourHopupoBai ux npocbOy. Torna naxpwu,
CTpajas ¥ yMHpas, B OTYasAHUM 3aHAJTHCh ITMPATCTBOM.

Cepaue y MeHs 3allEMIIO OT 3TOi KOpOTKoH HcTOpHUH. S yxe He 06-
palaj BHUMaHHe Ha HanpspkeHHoe Teno Crappa, ero IuKuid B3rsa, a
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NPOCTO PACKHUHYJI PyKH, THITHOTHYECKH OTJABasCh My3bIKe, HAyIIeH U3
nupamuabl. [IupaMunel, kKoTopas BO3BBIIIANACh HAJl MIOKPBITHIM TyMa-
HaMH ropoJIOM BHU3Y.

— Benukas Marp, — moururensHo npomentan i1, — Coser Hecatu
Oonbuie He urHopupyer Bac. OH mpeularaer BaM craceHde. Baime
COJIHIIe yMHpaeT U OoJibllie He MOXeT Bo3poauThes. [louemy Obl Torna
He MepeceNIUThCs BaM Ha IpyTroi MUp, obiwke K HameMmy 6ory ComnHiy,
KOTOPBIH CHAET OCICNUTENBHO U J0oOpoXKenareabHo B HeOecax U Tpu-
MeT TBOH HapoOJl Tak e, Kak IIPHHSI Bce Apyrue Hapoasi? S 3Haro Takoi
mup, Bennkas Mars, oH ObicTpo obpamaercs Bokpyr Hawmero CoiHua u
KJIET BaIeTo NpUObITHA!

51 3aTaun qpIXaHue, MO BCEM CyIIECTBOM, YTOGEI OHA MOHA/IA MO
NpeIJioXKEeHUe, U, OHAB, NpuHsuia. Ho TyT ke s ycnplan HacMeluId-
BbI menot Crappa.

— BrI gypax, Xomnmeiiep. A 3Haro ee OTBeT.

— 3arkHuTECh! — CKa3al s, HalpaBHB Ha HErO BCIO CBOKO HEHABHUCTh,
¥ cHoBa obparwicsa kK Marepu: — CoBeT npeyiaraeT BaM 3TO peLIeHHe,
Bemukas Mars, a Bo3ne TeOs CHAUT €ro npeacTaBUTeNb, KOTOPBIH yxe
HallelIM Ha Ballle CBETWJIO Y>KacHOE OpY>KHe, YTO BHIKIIIOYHUT €ro pas u
HaBCEIZia, €CJIM BBl HE MPUMeETE Hallle NPeIoKEeHHE.

51 66wt roToB K HanageHuio Ctappa, U OH AeHCTBUTENbHO Hanan. OH
BCKOYMJI HA HOT'M, MTHOBEHHO TIOHSAB, 4TO S PacKpbUI Bce ero mianbl. U
ero 3axJIECTHyJN rHeB. J[s Hero 31o ObUIO YK CIIMIIKOM, YTO S TIOCMEN
HapyIIHTh €ro NepBOHAYaIbHbIN IUIaH, IOCMEN Npeaath ero. XpUIUIbIid
KPHK BBIPBAJICS U3 €ro ITIOTKH, U OH PHHYJICS Ha CBOMX CyXHX HOXXOHKaX
KO MHe.

51 4ecTHO BCTPETHI €ro, XBaTUBIIMCH OJHOM CBOEH NETCKOH py4Kor
3a Mepuiia 3a MOeH CIIUHOM, a IPYTyIO BBITSHYB HABCTpEdy eMYy.

Crapp cXBarwjl MOIO PYKY CKPIOYEHHBIMH, KaK KOITH, MaJbLAMH.
CKOpOCTh €ro HamajieHHs OTOpBajia MeHs OT nepwi. Y Mbl B3MbUIH B
He6O, TOCKOJIBKY CHJIa TSDKECTH B 3TOM MHpe Oblla OYeHb MaJia,  To-
BUCJIH TaM, OOpACH 3a KHU3Hb.

Ms! wemsnuchy Opyr 3a apyra, 6unu apyr apyra, u auno Crappa
6bUIO MCKaKEHO XKYTKOH HeHaBUCTHIO. OH BOMMII, a s NPOKIHMHANT €ro
BBICOKHMM, JETCKMM rojiocoM. MBI BpalllajiiCh, U Mapy pa3 s YBHJeEI
mno Benukoit Marepu. Tocka u crpananue 06Ut Ha 5ToM Jinnie. S Gbin
ee pebEHKOM, O KpaiHel Mepe, TelloM ee pebeHKa, U IpaJics C TeJIOM
ee IpecTapeioro Cyrnpyra.

Ho MbI He ObiM paBHBIMHU MO CHJIE, KaK 5 OLIMOOYHO MPEIIoNoKuII
BHavase. B Tene Crappa okazanack JKHIHCTast, KaKasi-TO SHOBUTAsS CHIIA,
¢ KOTOPOW OH CTHCKHMBAJl MOU XPYIIKHE KOCTH. Sl OT4assHHO OHUI JIEBOM
pYKO# 1O ero JIbICHHE, ¥ BHE3allHO YBUAEN eIHHCTBEHHBIH HIaHC, HO
€CITH pacyeT MO OKaXXETCsl HEBEpEeH, TO He 5, a CTapp MOTy4UT BEITOAY.
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Me1 BepTenuch 6e3 0cTaHOBKH, Kak Kakoi-To 6e3ymHbli BUXpb. C ox-
HOH CTOPOHBI M3 TyMaHa BBICOBBIBAJIUCH KPBILIM HECKONBKHMX 3[aHHI.
C npyroii Obuta nupamua. Ecnu Bce caenath NpaBUIBHO, TO y MEHS
noy4uTcs otopBarkcs or Crappa U BEpHYThCs B MHpaMuy!

Ecmu...

S xnman OnaronpusTHBIH MOMEHT, TOKa HE OKaXyCh BHH3Y. 3aTeM
BECh CXKaJlic M HEMMOBEPHBIM YCHJIMEM YOapHi BBepX oOoMMH clia-
ObIMM HOTaMH.

Cuna ynapa Oblla HE BBICOKA, HO €€ OKa3aJloCh JOCTaTO4HO. Yaap
oropsai Crappa OT MEHs, H OH IojeTell NpoYb, AUKO YCTaBUBLUMCH Ha
MEHS rOpsAIIMMH IM1a3aMd. MrHOBEHHE s OTYasHHO Oosycs, YTO TOXe
ToJ1evy BBEPX, HO 3TOT0 HE CIIYYHIIOCH. S MOIUIBLT B BO3AYyXE M0, yIIOM
K nupamuzje!

A Crapp misUI IOJ TaKUM JK€ YIJIOM B IPOTHBONOIOKHOM
HarnpapJieHHH!

Iormeu npsMo B HE6O, M B 3TOM CTPaHHOM MHpe He OBLIO HHYEro,
4T0 MOIIIO OBI I3MEHHTE ero Kypc. OH bl k LienTpansHomy CeeTwity.

51 mpuzemnuics, OTYasHHO CXBATHBIIMCH 3a IEpUIA, IPpyAb MOs Ts-
JKEJo B3IBpIMAJIaCh OT HEJaBHUX yCHWIMH. BCKHUHYB ronosy, s B3NISHYI
Ha NMogHMUMaroulerocs Bce Beie CTappa ¥ yBHIEN €ro pOT, Pa3UHYThIH
B OTYasTHHOM BOILIE.

— Xonnmeitep! Connue! A xxe nmomkaprocs! ..

3ateM ero ciaoBa CIWIKHCh B OJHOM HEWIEHOpa3/AENbHOM BOILIE, a
TEJIO Y2KE NPEBPaTUIOCh B TOUKY Ha (poHE 6e3)kanoCTHOro, CMEPTOHOC-
Horo, cerswerocs aucka LlenrpansHoro Ceeruna. Eme mHoro qacos
TIPEJICTOAIIO €MY JIETETH C TAKOM CKOPOCTBIO, a 3aTeM cllaboe MpUTSKe-
HHEe CBETUIIA MPOSIBUT cebs, U 3To Oyaer koHuoM Crappa.

51 Me[UIeHHO NOBEPHYJICS U CHOBA B3IAHYJ Ha Mars.

OHA CMYTWNJIA MeHs KaKUM-TO Mpa4HbIM CTPaxoM B €€ Ifla3ax.
Omna He yznenuna BHuManus Crappy, ObiBiueMy B Tene ee cynpyra. OHa
MO3BOJIWJIA MY IUIBLITh HaBCTpedy cMepTd. U s 3aroBopmi ¢ Hell, Bce
elle 3aapIxasnch. S pacckasan eii o miiane Crappa, niaHe, KOTOPbIH, He-
COMHEHHO, BO3HUK B Hezpax koprnopanun «Cansl Mepkypusi». S pac-
cka3an 06 yCTpPOMCTBE M O TOM, YTO OHO MOIJIO CAENAaTh CO CBETHIIOM
JIaxpH, U, MaXHyB PyKOH, 0OpaTHn ee BHUMaHUE Ty/a, I1€ B KUIOMETpe
oTcIona, Bosiie «bropo mepeHoca co3HaHMA», CTOSUT HAlll KOpalib.

3areMm ee B3I BepHYJCS ko MHe. I'yObl ee OTKpBUINCH, yXKac U He-
JIOBEpHE APOXKAH B ee c1aboM ronoce.

—IlycTs cMepTh BO3BMET CBOE, — ITPOLIENTaNa OHa, — pa3 yx bor Huc-
XOZIWT Terepb B MOTHITY. Ml €CITH OH XOYeT 3TOro, €CJIM OH X04eT YHTH, TO
OpY>KH€ pachl rpabuTesieii He MyCTHT eMy KpOBB!
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IToka s cTosn, meiTasch pacmudpoBars €e CI0Ba, OHA CIeNiala HeuTo
nopasutenbHoe. OHa BApPYT BCTajla, BO3/ENIa K COJHIYy CBOU TOJCTHIE,
KOPOTKHUE PYKHU U HCITyCTIIa O€CCIOBECHBIH CTOH, COTBOPEHHBIN caMOi
ee Aywoii. B aTom kpuke 6bl1a MONIUTBa, U MOJILOA, U MOKOPHOCTE. U B
MBIC/IIX MOHX, BJ0OABOK K 3TOMY BOILTIO, J0OAaBHIICS €l1e KaKOH-TO M-
nynbc. Sl moyyBCTBOBA, KaK BOILIb €€ JIETHUT BHU3, K TOPOY MOTHJIBHBIX
TUIHT, U JOCTHTaeT yIeii Jaxpy, coOpaBIIMXCs y HOAHOXKHS TUPaMHIbI.
M cHu3y B OTBeT MpUOBLT BOIUIH 3TOH TOMIEL. 3TOT OBUT CIOBHO KPHK
HEeBHIMMBIX MHE MEpTBELIOB. 51 HEBOJIBHO 3acTyyall 3yDaMH OT ykaca.

U eme paz Benukas Matb, koponeBa naxpu, Ta, B XKWiaX KOTOpOH
Texsna KpoBb JIpeBHei packl, o6paThia KO MHE CBOM INPEKpacHBIe, HO
nonHble 60K ¥ MyKH rMasa. Tocka, HaMcaHHas Ha ee JIMLE, NlepeTeKia
B TEJIO €€ IUTA, TENO, KOTOpOE 3aHUMaJl MO pa3yM. A 3areM...

— JIuTs MOe, KOTOpOE OAHOBPEMEHHO M HE MO€ JMTH, — Ne4asbHO Ipo-
wenrtana oHa. — 1o BammM ke paccyIeHHSAM, HET HUKaKOH BO3MOX-
HOCTH MCIIPaBHUTh My3bIPb MUP JIAXPH, CTOJIb HETMIOXOXKHH Ha 3BE3HYIO
BcenenHyro. A 3Ha4uT, B Iy3bIpe IUIAHETHI JIAXpH OOJbLIEC HET HUKAKUX
TAXKENBIX npobiiem!

U ona ymna.

VYuina? Eme mojiceKyHABl S He MOHSUT 3Toro. Ee ABKeHUs ObLIH
CJIMIIKOM CTPEMHTEJNIbHBI, YTOOBI 32 HUMH MOXXHO OBIIIO MPOCIEAUTS.
Ee mpusemMucTOE TENO B3JIETENO MO/ YIIOM K TPOHHOMY 3aJly U, TOYHO
CTpena, COpPBaJIOCh C BEPIIMHBI MUPaMHbL, JETA NMapalienbHO 3eMIIe.
OHa netena, a s OLIENIOMJIEHHO HaOmoas, Kak OHa MCU€3aeT BIAJIH.

Crnuikom NMo3AHO A NMOHAN ee HaMmepeHus. bapabanbl cMonKiIy, M Ha-
CTYNHBILAS THUIIMHA HaMOJHMIA MOKO OIyCTEBIIYIO AyHIy y>KacoM, HO
He roMelIana MHe SICHO MBICIHTS. S TOHAN, KyJla OHa Halpasisercs, U
KaKAM-TO 00pa3oM MOHI, YTO OHA COOMpaeTCs Nesarh.

H gepes cexyHy, coOpaB Bce OCTaBLIMECS Y MEHS CHIIbL, 5 Gpocuiics
B BO3YyX B TOM XK€ HalpaBJICHUH, B KAKOM yJeTe/la OHa — K HalleMy
kopabmro.

Ot0 ObLT MeAICHHBIH, paHTaCTHYECKHH IONET Haj MOKPOBOM TyMa-
HOB, OKYTaBLIMX IropoA JiaxpHu. S| NOHMMAaJI, YTO Jieyy CJIMILIKOM Me-
nenHo. IloroMy 4to, yepe3 AeciATh MHUHYT S CMOT B3NIAHYTh BHU3 H
yBUZeN OKpauHy ropona. Jlo xopabis ocTaBanoch METpOB NATHAECAT.
51 oT4asiHHO >KHal, MOKa yroJj Mojiera He MO3BOJMT MHE CXBaTHThHCA 3a
KpPOBJIO CaMoro BeIcokoro 31anus. CexyHay s BUCell Ha Heil, cobupasch
¢ CIJIaMH, 3aTeM LIBBIPHYJ CBOE TeJlo K Kopabmio. Sl neren k HeMy o
BO3/YXY, BHITAHYB Briepeql pyku. JIrok 6611 OTKpBIT. Ecnii 661 TONBKO 5
ycned. ..

S e ycnien. 51 momsu1 Ko xopabis, y>ke yXBaTHICH 00eHMH pyKaMu
3a Kpaii JIFOKa, KOT/ia 3arpoX0Tasiy JBUraTell .
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Oto OBUTO camMoe yAMBUTEIbHOE, YTO NPOM30MHLIO cO MHOW. Betep
yIapuiI MHe B JTHLIO, BEIOUBAS CJIE3bI, TaK UTO 5 HE YBUAEI UCUE3aAIOIMA
BHHU3Y ropop jaxpu. Pakera nerena B pa3pekeHHOM BO3yXe C OrpOM-
HO# CKOPOCTBIO, U BHYTPH MeHs TOXe Oblia IyCcToTa.

Sl xpuyan CBOUM JIETCKHMM TOJIOCOM, JIeKa JKHBOTOM Ha XOJIOAHOM
nopeOpuke Jitoka. Betep pBan Ha MHe OIeXy, TEJIO MOE 3aMep3alio.
3areM I1a3a MPOSCHUIKCH, HO BJIACTH HAJ TEJIOM Havaslo 3aHUMaTh JIeT-
CKO€ CO3HaHue, U 5 misaen sumb Ha ConHie. S monuncs, Monwics 6ory
ConHIa, MOCKONBKY 3HaN, YTO OH JOJDKEH yMepeTh. S mpocui, 4ToObl
OH oforpen Moi HapoJ ¥ MO Matb, Moo Benukyro Matb. S ymons,
4TOOBI 3¢MJI BHOBB CTaJla 3eJieHast, YTOObl BEpHY/IUCH Oenble obnaka Ha
HUCCUHS-YEpHOM HeOe, YTOOBI MPOILTH HeXHBIE TOX/IW, U YTOOBI JIaXpH
BHOBb CTaJI{ BEJIMKUM HapOJIOM, CIIOCOOHBIM MPOTHUBOCTOATH pace rpa-
ourteneil. 1 omHOBpeMEHHO 5 paIoBaJICs, YTO CYIECTBO B MOEM Teje, B
JETCKOM Telle, TOKE JOJDKHO YMEPETh CO MHOH, IIOTOMY 4TO 3TO CyIe-
CTBO 5TO NPHHAIIEKAIIO K pace rpabHuTene.

Betep nbiTancs oTopBaTek MEHs OT JIFOKA, 3aMOPaXKHBAJI PYKH, IPyAdb
Y U3paHEHHBIH >XKUBOT. X0Moa npobpasics MHe B rOJIOBY, KOBApPHO Havat
3aMOPaXXHUBATh MBICITH, U 3TO OBLIO MOCIIEIHEE, YTO S TOMHHII. . .

S YBHAEJL Han coboit ucIyraHHO€ JIMLO JIaXpd, U TYT € I0-
Hs1, uto 310 Y Kappucr. ITon nono MHOH apoxkan ot paboTaroumx
JBUTaTesnen.

Korna riasa Mou OTKpbUIMCH, YW TYT k€ W3dan oOnerdeHHbIN
BO3IJIAC.

— Cnaga bory! A yx xyman, 4to Tel yMep, — KaJIOOHO 3aKpUyall OH.
— 1 npuneren U3 ropoja ¢ AECATKOM JaxpH, CICAOBaBIIMX 32 MHOM, U
CTaJl OCMaTpuBarTh MECTHOCTh BOKpPYT KOpabns JIaxpH B MOUCKaxX Teds.
3areM s yBUE!, Kak Hal kopaliib B3steTen U Hanpasuiics k Conniy. U
ThI CBHCal U3 ero Jioka. Cup, 3to 6e3ymue! C 4ero ThI BOPYT...

— Tel cnumxoM MHOTO GoJNTaelb, YHIUL, — MpepBat s €ro U, 1aTasch,
MOJHSJICA Ha HOTH.

OmseBIINCh, S YBUEN, YTO MBI HAXOIUMCS B KalOT-KOMITAaHHH KO-
pabuis. 51 moneitancs MOHATh, KAK 3TO MOXET OBbITh, U TYT e BCIIOMHMUII,
Kak BeJlnkas Mate HanpaBuiia kopabib npsMo Ha 3aetrHee ConHue.

Hu cnosa 6osblie He roBOps, s MPOKOBBUILT B pyOKy YIpaBlieHHS U
TIOMBITAJICS CeCTh 3a MynbT. Ho 1 ObUT CITUIIKOM Mam U He MOT 3aJ1e3Th B
kpecno. Toraa s HeucToBo 3akpryan Ywury. CTpeMsach yroouTh, OH caM
ceu 3a mynbT. Kopabnb conporsyscs u puHycs B He0O.

IToxa OH ¢ peBOM HaIpaBIAJCI K MECTHOMY CBETUIY, 5, Hampsras
[Ma3za, OCMaTpHuBal Tyckjoe He0O BOKPYT COJHLIA P MOMOIIH (OTOY-
cunutens. M BHe3anHo yBuaen Haul kopabiib, Jajeko BIEpeaH, IpOCTo
KPOILEYHYIO TOUKY, CBETALIYIOCS OTPaXKCHHBIMH JIyYaMH COJTHLIA.
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— OHa He JO/DKHA, — NPOIENTA S CKBO3b 3yObl, He oOpalljas BHUMa-
HUS Ha CBO€ M3paHeHHOoe Teno. — OHa He JoJDKHa!

Vi, TO/mKHO OBITh, BHaYaJIe QyMaJl, YTO s MPOCTO CIIATHII, HO BHe-
3aIHO BCE MOHAJI, ¥ €r0 YEJIOCTh NPOCTO OTMHAJIA.

— OHa 10/KHa, — MEIUICHHO TIPOTrOBOPHII OH.

Ha, o Ob11 npaB. Y s BHe3anmHO MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK CKOBBIBAIoLIce
MEHsl HallpshKeHHe NOPBalOCh, Kak CTpyHa. S OIIyTHJI HEMMOBEpPHYIO
ycranocts. Connue. OHo raco.

3nemHee conHue 6pUI0 HE 04YEHb OOBIIMM, KMIOMETPOB MATHCOT B
nonepeynuke. Ho MHOr0O MHJUTHOHOB JIET OHO SIPKO CHSJIO H SBJIAJIOCH
6orom muia naxpu. Ho teneps stor Gor ymupan. OH 61 yxe 6onbine,
ueM HaroJoBUHY MepTB. OH ObUT HEMHOTHM ropsJee, 4eM ropsyas 1ia-
Hera. Ho oH coxpaHs naxpu >ku3Hb. U kakas HpOHHS B TOM, YTO OfIHA
13 axpu, cama Benukas Marb, yHuuTO)XMina coocTBeHHoro 6ora.

S mMom4a oTBepHYJICS OT (POTOYCHIHMTENS U KaKoe-TO BpeMs CHJel
THXO. 3aTeM 3aroBOpUIl.

— Benukas Mars MepTBa, — cka3zai 1. — M ckopo ee Hapox Toxe yM-
pet. Kappuct, Crapp elte rae-To 31ech, MEIJIEHHO JETUT K conHLy. Ham
HY>KHO HaHTH ero.

Kappucr Tak ero U He Halues, XOTd MCKaJl MHOTO 4acoB B Hebe nox
TEHBIO TEMHEIOILIETO COJTHLIA.

3areM Mbl BEpHYIHCH B TOPOJ JIaXpH U NPU3EeMIWIMCH Bo3ie «bropo
nepeHoca co3HaHus». I B 3TO BpeMsA MoJ4a CHAEN B YTy, Pa3sMbIILUIss
¥ ofaBIisis 6e3MoNBHbIC KpHKH pebeHka Benukoit Marepu. S pa3mbiin-
as. S moHsu, yro nmpousouwio ¢ KappucroM, Xots OH HUYEro MHe He
paccka3biBaji. OH BbIpBaJICS OT CBOUX MOXUTHUTENEH U, CUUTAS, YTO 5 M10-
naji B TSHKEJIOe TOJIOKEeHHE, MTOXUTHI MUpaTcKuii kopabnb NpsMo nepen
HOCOM TOJINBI JJaxXpu. B KOHIIe KOHLIOB, OH ObUI CIIOCOOEH YNpaBiiTh
KopabiieM J1F000ro THIa, KaKUMH OBl CIIOXKHBIMH HH OBUTH CpelcTBa
ynpasneHus. Hy, 1 oH npwieten BoBpeMs, YTOOBI CIACTH MEHS... XOTA
I MEHS cefdyac 9TO He MMeJIO 3HAYEHHUs.

Kopa6iie mpuzeMnuiics o4ty y caMbix Asepeii B «bropo». Mbl Moya
BBIIUIM M3 KOpabns U MHHYTY s MOCTOsN, NpUy4Yas Ia3a K TEMHOTe,
MOCTeNeHHO Momolnarolielf ropo HaArpoOHbIX IWIMT. YTo s ciblman
BOKPYT, BOIUTH JII0fieHi, KaK NpU3paKH JieTaume yepes TyMan? Bomu mo-
rubaromero Hapona? S maran k «bropo nepeHoca CO3HaHUA», TONABIIAS
CTpeMsilLkiics MPOPBaThCs BO MHE JETCKHUH yxac. Boiias B 1Beps, 51 no-
LIAPWJI 10 CTE€HE B MIOMCKaX BBIKIIOYATE.

51 naxxe He ObLI paji, KOrAa BCOLIXHYIH TYCK/bIE JaMnbl. XOT4 3T0 U
o3Hayao, 4to «bropo» Bce eme momy4aio sHepruo. Ho u 310 MeHs He
BOJIHOBAJIO.
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Korma MbI BOLIH, C XOIOAHOrO I0Jia MOAHSIACh U BCTAJIa HAa YeT-
BEPEHBKH MOTpenaHHas ¢urypa W mpoxpwurena, obpamasch K HaM Ha
KaKOM-TO CMECH aHIIIUICKOTO U YHUBEPCATIBHOTO S3BIKOB.

— Xonnmeiiep! Ilomorure! 51 ymuparo... kaxercs, 1 ymupar... Moe
TENO. ..

— ITpueet, Ctapp, — X0mogHo oTo3Bajics . — Kak Bl nonanu crona?
OueHb XKaJlb, YTO BBl HE OCTAIHCH TaM, HaBEPXY.

3AABIXASICH, OH nuko Mormosi3 K HaM.

— 3Orto ona. OHa He MOIJIa OCTaBUTh MeHsI B mmycToTe. S >xe 6T TeNToM
ee cympyra. Ona xorena cractu ero. OHa CyHy/ja MEHS B cllacarellb-
HYyIO LITIOTIKY, Beslesla BEPHYThCS K €€ HapoAy M CKa3aTh BCEM, YTO 3TO
OHa — Jia, OHa! — MUpaTCTBOBAJIA C €11 HECKONbKUMU JIaxpu. J10 Oblia
oHa, Xomnmeiiep, Benukas Mars! OHa cama 3aHMManace rpabexxamu!
He ynuBHTENBHO, YTO OHAa CyMesa CIpPaBHTHCS C HAlIUM Kkopabiem.
ITonumaere? U oHa 3acTaBuia MeHs NOKa3aTb, KaK BKIIIOYAETCS MOH
U3ITyYarelb.

OH 651 Kak Oe3ymenr. S 3amo03pHUI, XOJIOA €ro JOKOHAJ, XOTA M3
HOCa Yy Hero ele Tekia kpoBb. OH pa3Oui cracaTeNbHyIO IITIONKY MpU
Mocajike ¥, yMUpas, [PUIoI3 CIoJa.

— 51 mogo3peBa, 4To MUpaToM 6bUTIa HIMEHHO OHA, — CKa3all i.

OH BIpYT pe3Ko ynaja HIYKOM M 3aMep Ha noity. S ¢ TpynoM nepesep-
HyI ero ¥ nociywain cepaue. OHo He 6unock. Ctapp ObIT MepTB.

S nosepHyincs k Kappucry.

— Ecny oH yMpeT 371ech, TO OCTaHETCS B 3TOM ay, — 0e3 BCAKHX 3MO-
LIMH cKa3ai 1.

Kappuct meHs noHsu1 1 npuHsics OeicTpo aelictBoBarb. OH nepera-
IIMJI MEPTBOE TEJIO JIaXpH Ha CTYJI NIepeAadyy CO3HaHUs, a uepe3 MHHYTY
NpUTAMI U3 XpaHWIHLIA HacTosee Teno Crappa, NpuBs3al KO BTO-
pOMy CTyITy M HOAKIIOUMI K anmaparype. B TyCcKjio OCBELIEHHOH KOM-
Hare 3aryjiesl TOK Beicokoro HampsbkeHus. M Hacrodmee teno Crappa
IEBEJILHYIOCH, IIUPOKO OTKPHUIO [V1a3a, a 3aTeM BAPYT HaNpsroch B
peMHsx. Ha 16y y Hero BbICTYNHII NOT.

OH ocMOTpeIT Ha MepTBOE TeJIO JIAXPH H 3aIpOXKall.

— Boxxe Mo#, — xpuruto npoiuernrai oH. — Ciacu6o tede, Xonnmetiep!
ThI BEITAIWI MEHS NIPAMO U3 aza!

51 pa3Bs3ai €ro ¥ XOJIOAHO MPOU3HEC:

— A BBI OTIIPAaBHIIY B a/1 BCEX JIAXPH CBOMM JIbSBOJILCKUX YCTpOHCTBOM!

Crappy, BepoSTHO, He IOHPABWJIOCh TO, YTO OH YBUAE] B MOMX IVIa-
3aX, HO OH TaKoke MOHL, YTO 51 HAX0XKyCh B IETCKOM TeJle, a KpOMe TOro,
BECh MOKPBIT BBICHIXAIOIEH KPOBBIO.

— W uro, uepr nobepu, Bl JymaeTe celyac NMpeANpHHATH? — TyT
>ke mpouunen oH. — ECy s 4To W HEHaBHXKY, TaK 3TO CEHTUMEHTAlIb-

76



HOCTb, XOJUIMelep, a BB 40 CaMBIX KHIIOK IMPOMMTAHEI 3TOH IPOKIATON
CEHTHUMEHTaIbHOCTHIO!

51 caenan xecT YUY, KOTOPBIH TOT NOHSJI, IIOTOMY YTO YyBCTBOBAJ
To >xe camoe. OH nopomen k Crappy c3aH, pe3Ko IOBEPHYJI €ro JHLO
k ce0e U HaHeC eMy TaKOH yzap, YTO TOT IiepelieTell Yepe3 Bce MoMe-
ILeHHE, Bpe3ayicd B JATBHIOKO CTEHY, a 3aTeM MMOBUC B BO3AyX€E H 3aTHX.

VUi ycTpoun cBoe HacToslilee TeJO Ha CTyJie IiepeHoca, CaM Cell Ha
BTOpO#1. 51 NONKOBBUIAN K MYJIBTY M BKTIOUHI anmnaparypy. OcBoGonaus-
LIKCh OT CO3HAHUA YWIUIa, JIaXpH COPBAJICS C MecTa, 6pOCHIT Ha Hac Au-
KWH B3TTIAA M BBICKOYIIT U3 31aHUs «biopoy. Bonbiie MBI ero He BUAENH.

— OH SBHO HE MOJYYWJI HaclaXAEHHE OT COCEICTBA C TBOMM CO3Ha-
HHeM, — HeBeceno cka3an 1 Kappucry.

OH 00MXKEHHO B3IIHYJI HA MEHS W MPUHICS NPUBA3BIBATH MEHA K
crymy. Iloka a1 cugen, To HOrpy3wics B pa3MbIIUICHHS U MOHSJI MHO-
roe U3 TOro, YTo He MOHMMAJ Npexae. Sl BCIIOMHMI TOCIEIHHE CI0Ba
Benuxoii Marepn: «B my3bipe niiaHeTbl JJaxpu OOJbIlle HET HUKaKMX
THKENBIX Npobem». 3HaueHHe ToH 3arafgo4HoH (pasbl TONBKO celdac
aomuio 10 MeHsa. Hukakux TspkenbpIx mpoOneM — HUKAKMX npobieM c
cwioit TkectH. IlepecenuBmnck Ha moOYyI0 IUIAHETY, COAEPXKAILYIO
armMocdepy, 1axpH 3a00JI€IOT M YMPYT, TOCKOJIBKY HE IPUBBIKIIN K CHIIE
TshkecTH. OHH JOMDKHBI OCTABaThCA B CBOEM ITy3bIpe — BHYTPH IUIAHETHI,
— rIe CHIbI TSOKECTH YpaBHOBeIIEHBI. BoT noyeMy y HUX Takue Touue,
KPUBBIE U KOPOTKMe HOrd. Jlaxpu MMM moyTH U He nonw3yrorcs. Ilo
9TOH k€ NpPUYMHE apXMTEKTOPbl ropoAa MOCTPOUIM 3[aHMA, CTOAIIME
NoJ TaKMMH CyMacHIEAIIUMH yIiiaMH. TyT HeT CHJIBI TAXKECTH, KOTopas
uX oOpymuna Obl.

Anmnaparypa nepeHoca CHOBa 3aryzena, ¥ s ONATh MpoIles 4Yepes
CTpaHHbIE OILIYILIEHHS HaXOXJAECHHUS OJHOBPEMEHHO B JIByX MecTax. A
KOIZla Halld CO3HAHMs BEPHYJMCh Ha CBOM 3aKOHHBIE MECTa, i yBH-
Jen pebeHKa CBOMMH INIa3aMH, @ TOM YBUZIEN MEHS CBOUMH. OT0 ObUIO
CTpPaHHO, 0COOEHHO KOT/a 1 3aMeTHJI, KaK CTpax HauMHaeT pa3roparbcs
B IVIa3aX TOro peGeHka, Koraa TOT, HAKOHELl, OCO3HAJl, UTO CITY4HJIOCh.

U xorna Bce 3akoHUMWIIOCH, peOeHOK, chiH Benukoir Marepw, cuzen,
He cBoad ¢ MeHA ma3. S Bcran co ctyna. Jpoka, OTCTEerHy/l peMHH,
NpHUBA3bIBalONINE K CTYMy AUTA Jaxpu. OH yXe He CMOTpeN Ha MeHH, a
npuciymuBancs. M nefictBuTenbHO, U3 roposa HaArpoOHBIX IUTHT CIOa
JIOHEeCCsl TOHKHH TO JI BOIUIb, TO JIM BOIA.

PeOeHOK BCKOYHIT CO CTYNa W MOIUTBLI, TOYHO NMPH3pak, K ABepH. Tam
OH OCTaHOBHJICS, C 3aMEIIATEIbCTBOM M BO TbMY. COsHLIE noracio.
Mopo3s, Tpecky4uii MOp0o3 MFHOBEHHO MpoOpalt MeHs A0 CaMBbIX KOCTEH.
Hecmotps Ha 3T0, s ociieoBall 3a peGEeHKOM B TEMHOTY, Y Ke He CJIbIIIA
M3 TOpOJIa HUKAKKUX 3BYKOB. EJMHCTBEHHO OCBELIEHHBIM 3/1aHHEM ObLUTO
«bropo», 1a ¥ To ero OKHa U IBEPHOM MPOEM CBETHIIMCH TYCKJIO.
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51 cTHCHYN Kynaky Tak, 9YTO HOI'TH BIIWJIMCH B JTanoHu. Pebenok crosin
BO3JIE ACpeBa, BO3/EB PYKH K HEBUAMMOMY COJIHILY, 1 MHE IIOKa3aJI0Ch,
YTO JIMIIO €T0 CTAIH CHHIOIIHO-0JIeTHBIM.

51 Hudero He Mor AJ1s Hero caenars. S ycnplman Hadalo MOJIMTBBI,
KOTOpYIO peOGeHOK oOpaliai K COMHILY, MOJIMTBY, BLIyYEHHOH UM HaM3-
YCTh. OTO OBLT TOHKHH, CTEHAIOIIUM TUTaY.

— Kappucr! — 3aapIxasce, kpukHy:n . — [Topa BeiOuparscs oTcrona.

OH xuBHYI, oHOM pyKoii cxBaruin Crappa 3a IIHBOPOT, IOCTaBIII Ha
HOT'Y Y HalpaBmICS BMECTE C HUM KO MHE. Mbl OCTaHOBHWJIMCH U JOJITO
CMOTpENH Ha MpHU3padHbie, 6€3yMHO CKIOHEHHbIC 3[AaHUs, BUIHEBLIH-
ecs Tenepb, Kak TeHH. M3 MeprBOro ropoja J1axpu He JOHOCHJIOCH Te-
niepb HU 3ByKa. M He 6bU10 BUIHO pebeHKa. S 4yBCTBOBAN CEPALIEM, YTO
HapoJ MHpa-Iy3bIps Y>ke MepTB. S 3HaN, OHM CHMTAIOT, 4TO OTNPABJIi-
IOTCs K CBOMM IIpeJikaM, KOTOphIX Ha3biBaiu JpesHumMu. Tam um Gyner
teruto. TaM oHM HUKorzna He 6yoyT MEp3HYTh WJIH rOJ0JAaTh, 1 TaM UM
He npuzercs 6osaThbes packl rpadbureneii. Tak Obu1o X0opowo. Tam 6buT0
O4YEHP XOPOIIO, B 3arpoOHOM MHpE.

51 mouyBcTBOBaNI HEOONBIIOE OONIErYeHHe.

Ho Bce paBHO He pafoBajics, YTO OBUT YEJIOBEKOM.

Task to Lahri, (Planet Stories, 1942, Summer), nep. Anopeii bBypyes
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OBUTATENU NY3bIPEN

1

IISIISA HA Hac, MOXXHO OBUIO MODYMarh, YTO Y Hac HET BooOIie
HUKAaKUX npobnemM. MoxkHO 6bUTO MOAyMaTh, YTO y HAC BCE THI-TOI.
Imsaaa Ha Hac, MOXKHO GBUIO MOXYMAaTh, YTO MBI MPOCTO OTABIXaeM MO-
ciie ceiTHoro odena. Yuwut Kappuct onHoii pykoil momHocHi K rybam
YalIKy ABIMALIErocs, ropsuero kode, a Apyroi cierka NpuAep>KHBaICS
3a Kpaif cToJ1a, NeCKONbKY AJIA CO3aHHs CHJIBI TXKECTH JABUrarey But-
TeHOepra pacKkpy4HBaId Haml kopabnb HOBeHILIEH MOAETH BOKPYT OCH.
A xe, Cunnu XonnMmeiep, culid HallpOTHB HEro Ha NMPHUKPYYEHHOM K
Mony METANIMYECKOM CTYJe, MEIJIEHHO KYPWI CHrapery, C YIOBOJb-
CTBHEM BBIbIXas CHHEBATBI JBIMOK M HACNaXAAACh POJBIO repos ¢
*KeJIe3HbIMH HEPBaMH.

TakoBbI OblTH MOM MBICITH, TTOKa KOpabJib HEC Hac MO KOCMOCY, Kak
XOTel1, MOCKONbKY 32 ITyJIETOM YTIpaBlieHHs He ObUIO HUKOTO.

—I'nana Ha Hac, — cka3an s YHLLy, yOpHO CTapasich BBIIYTh OJHO KO-
J1e9KO AbIMa Yepe3 BTOPOE, — MOXKHO IOAyMaTh, YTO MBI ITAPOYKa CaMbIX
cJ1aboyMHBIX A€OWIOB 10 3Ty CTOpoHy CTpenblia.

—I'naps Ha Hac, — TyT ke noaxBaTHi YWUI, cTaBs KodeiHyIo YalKy
B clieLHaJibHOe MIyOokoe Omonle, — HUKTO Obl HE MOXyMall, YTO MBI
nanaem Ha ConHile.

Bo03M0XHO, MHE CTOMJI0 6bI BOCXHTUTbCSA YHLIOM, IOTOMY YTO, KOraa
Bbl YBEPEHbl B CMEPTH, TO HE TIOHUMAETe, MOYEeMy He MOXeTe MOOBITh
XOTh HEMHOT'O CEHTHMEHTAIIbHBIMH. YHIUT ObLT MOMM JTyYLIMM JpPYroM
M BXOQWI B TPOHKY JYYIUMX KOCMHUYECKHMX MUIOTOB B CONHEYHOH cH-
creme. OH OblT HEBBICOKHIA, C MOLLHOM IpyJbl0 M LUIMPUHOM IUIeY He
MEHbILE UTMHBI €ro KOPOTKHX, HO YpE3BhIYaiHO CHUIIbHBIX pyK. OH ObL1
nerxko Bo30yauM, YTO OOBIYHO BbIPaXKajoch B )kajiobe, HaNMCaHHOW Ha
ero juue. Ho y Hero GbliM BOMCTHHY Jkene3Hble HepBbl. HepBsl, koTo-
pble YU CIeNajld €ro OJHUM M3 JyHlIWX MHIOTOB, OH MOI' ONpENeIHTh
TATOTEHME TUTAHEThI 10 COThIX NOJIEH MPOLIEHTa U OLyILa MpuoKe-
HHe METEOPHTOB paHbllie, YeM MX 3acekanu aerekropbl. Ho ¢ HepBamu
y Vina Bce 6bU10 B MOpAAKe, Jake Tenepb, KOraa Mbl Najajiu, U OH
NpeKpacHo 3HaJl, KyJa HMEHHO. Ero kopoTkue najblibl Aepkaiy Yalky
¢ Kode Tak, YTO MOBEPXHOCTb XKHMIKOCTH B HEH JaKe HE BOJIHOBAJach,
XOTA Haul Kopabiib packayuBajCs B3aJ-Brepe] Ha KOHLE OrHEHHOM
cTpyH. CBOMMH HEpBaMH OH YIIPaBJIA JIy4llle, YEM s KOJIEYKaMH CHra-
petHoro asiMa. Cmapuiii 006pwiil Yunn, CEHTUMEHTANIBHO MogyMain s,
ellle HECKOJIbKO 4acoB Takoro najeHus Ha ConHue, U Mbl oOMeHseMcs
pYKOIOXKaTHEM B MOCIIEIHU pa3, a 3aTeM OTKIIIOYHM TETITIOBBIE SKPaHbI
I'puMcoHa...
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Tenmnosslie SKpaHBI
I'pumcona GpumH M300pe-
TeHbl COBCEM HEJAaBHO.
N 3emnoit HayuHo-uc-
CIIENOBATENBCKMII  UH-
CTMTYT B MEpBYIO OdYe-
penp momyman o060 MHe,
Korja UM mnotpeboBaics
CIIELIMANIMCT [ TPYIHOM
paboTBl 1O YCTaHOBKE
ITnanerapHoit Hay4-
HO-HCCIIeI0OBATENbCKOH
CTaHUMH  MAarHUTHOTO
nosst Ha Mepkypun.

Jena y Hac HeBaKHBI,
Cun, — ycMexHyncs Mo _
HayaJIbHHUK, KaK WU BCS- 28
KMH pa3, C Hacjaxie- i = 2 .
HHEM bIBasi MEHA OT
nonesiof, a rawe co- The Bubble Dwellers
BeplIeHHO Oe3omacHoi By ROSS ROCKLYNNE

paGOTH B J1a60pa'roppm. The hell-planet of Vaolean had spawmed a deadly menace that
—_ HeCMOfI‘pﬂ Ha TO, YTQ might entrap the civilized worlds. Only Sydney Hallmeyer could

halt that foree, only he could stop the fiendish Zondai—and he was
MBIl JIETaéM B KOCMOCE the slave of the man he fought.
yxe Oonplie cronerus,
MBI MaJIO YTO 3HAEM O IJIAaHETAPHBIX MArHUTHBIX MONAX. MBI 3HaeM, 4To
OHM CBSI3aHHI C JieaTenbHOCThI0 COMNHIlA, Tak oyeMy OBl He B3AThCA 32
W3yYeHHe MarHUTHOTO TOJIA [UIaHETHI, KOTopas HaXonuTcs Onike Beex
k Connny? 5 umero B Bugy Mepkypuii.

— Ho emne HUKTO HUKOI/AA HE BBICXKUBAJICA HA MepKypuii! — He BbI-
JIepIKalt 1.

HauanpHHK MOTPO3WIT MHE MAJTLIEM.

— Hy e, Cun. Tenepp npexkpacHO U3BECTHO O ABYX SKCHEAULIUAX,
KOTOpBIE COBEpIIaid TaM nocajaky. Pasymeercs, MoIOBUHA HX WICHOB
yMmepia OT paAMOAaKTUBHBIX H3ITy4eHHH, HO Tebe 3To He rpo3ut. TBoi
kopabis OyneT 000pyaOBaH HOBEHIIUMHU TEIUIOBBIMH 3KpaHaMu [ pum-
coHa. Tl BepHembes Yepe3 Mecsll, YCTaHOBUB TaM CTaHLMIO, FTOTOBYIO
MPUHHUMATh MOCTOSHHBIN TNepcoHan. 1 BO3MOXKHO, — YCMEXHYJICS OH,
CJIOBHO MUJICHBKOM IIyTO4Ke, — Tebe yIacTcs yCTaHOBUTE CYALOY JAUT
Hronpe. Moxer, oHa Bce xe He ynaina Ha Conune. — OH 3a4eM-TO MOJH-
cTaJ JIOKyMEHTHI Ha CBOeM ctojie. — Yaauu tebe, Cup,.

HMMEHHO TAK u Ha3Banu Hail HOBeWIHMHA kopabnb — «Ymaday, —
Jla ellleé HapUCOBaJIH Ha €ro HOCy IropcTh YEThIPEXJIUCTHBIX KIICBEPOB.
Ho na3BaHus Huvero He 3Hayar. Kak MHOrAa HUYero He 3Ha4YMUT OBITH
ayummM mtoroM ComnHewnoi cuctemsl... [lapmon, w3 Tpoiiku myd-
ummx. Cyns6a moBepHynack 3agoM k Yuny Kappucty. JIro6o#i mare-
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MaTHK Ha3Bal OBl COBEPLICHHO HEBEPOATHHIM
cilyyaii, KOrga TpH METEeOpUTa M Hall Kopadiib,
NeTAII¥e U3 Pa3HBIX HANPABICHHI, BCTPETHIINCD
B OJTHOM TOYKe.

VU ykinoHHWICS OT MEPBOr0 METEOPUTa, 3a-
TeM 3aJpajl XBOCT kopalms, u3beras BTOpOTO,
M HMEHHO B 3Ty 3aJpaHHYI0 4YacTh Bpe3ayics
TpEeTHH.

Msi He morubnu cpasy
xe. B uenom, xopabib
6b1 B mopsinke. Kopmyc
uei, HHUKAKUX MPOOOHUH.
DHeprocucrema TOXeE
B Hopme. Ho mo3bl, xo-
TOpblE H3pbITall CTpPYH
OTHA, YTO U TIO3BOJISVIO |
HaM nepeABUraTses B 6e3-
BO3AYIIHOM  IPOCTpaH-
CTBE, YyIap MeTeopura
HaDIyXo 3aKyrmopwil. A,
KpOME TOro, MOCTpaaaiu
aHTeHHBl cBia3u. Ham
yIajioch OTIPaBUTH Clia-
6enpkue curHansl SOS B
cTopoHy BeHepsl, Haxons- ¢
ieiics B AEBAHOCTO MMII-
JIIOHOB KHJIOMETPOB OT
Hac, XOT Mbl OHUMAJIH,
YTO HHKTO TaM HE CMo-
KET WX TNPHUHATH. 3areM
MbI TIPOBEPHIIM BCIIOMOTaTe/bHbIE ABUraTeNy U yOeAUIHCh, YTO OHU B
NOpSAAKE U MOTYT NIEPEHECTH HAC Ha MUJUTMOH KHJIOMETPOB — HO HE Ha
TPUALIATh MIJLUTHOHOB, OCTaBIIMXCS 10 Mepkypusa. Mbl pemiwim Boc-
NOJIb30BaTbC UMM, B KpPaiHEM ciIydae, €I BAPYT BCTPETHM METEOp
WIH APYroe JOCTaTOYHO OOJBLIOE TeNo, KOTOPoe MO0 Obl YHECTH Hac
ot ConHia. 3areM, B TeU€HHE AOJIIHX YaCOB, MBI CUACITH U CMOTPEIH,
kak CoJHlIe Bce YBEIMUMBAETCS B pa3Mepax, HaJesUIuCh U MOJIMIIUCH.

3aTeM HacTaJIo BpeMsi, KOIia Mbl [IEPEKJIIOYMIM SKpaHbl [ puMcoHa Ha
JECATYIO, BHICIIYIO CTETICHD 3allUTHI.

U xorna >xap ConHia, 40 KOTOPOro OCTaBaJIOCh TENEPh JIUILIB IEBAThH
MIUTHOHOB KHJIOMETPOB, Ha4yajl IPOCaYUBaThCs U Yepe3 HHUX, MbI HO-
HSJTH, 9TO 3TO KOHeLl.

Kappuct npurotoBui ey, 1 Mbl ChelId NOCICOHUNA YXKUH TIPUTOBO-
peHHBIX K Ka3HH. 3aTeM BhIMWIK Kode u nokypunu. ITo kpaiiHeii Mepe,
MBI YMpeM, Kak JpKeHTIbMeHbl. Korma jkapa craHeT HenepeHOCHMOH,
MBI TIPOCTO OTKJIIOUMM 3KPaHBI M CTOPHM 3a OO CEKYHIBI.

83



S 6osicsa noTETh, HO Bee ke motedn. Sl Bech ObLT MOKPBIiA, KAK MBIIIb.
51 enpa mMor fpimate. MHe ObU10 HeytoTHO. Hy, uto x...

— Ilopa, Cun? — cnpocun Yusui, 6e3 BCIKOro BBIPOKEHUS NIAAS Ha
MEHS.

A cxan eMy pyKy, CeKYHAY MBI DIAend OpyT APYry B Iva3a, 3aTeM
OH BCTaJl ¥ HaNpaBWICA B pyOKy ynpaBlieHHs. A 51 CMOTpEJI, KaK OH yXO-
i, 1, Cutan XomnMeiiep, repoi ¢ KeNe3HBIMU HEPBaMU. 3aTeM s TOXe
BCKOYHI U, TpeMs GainmmakaMu, Opocriics 1o KOpHAOpY, MoTes U 3a/pbl-
Xasach OT XKaphl M y)kaca.

— Her, Yunn! — 3aBonun 4, XBaras €ro 3a pyky, y>ke NpOTSHYTYIO K
MYNBTY YIPaBICHUS.

Ha nvne Yunna nosiBmiocs xajtobHoe, noTepsHHOe BeIpakeHue. OH
3aIpoXKall.

— 51 xak pa3 xorei... — mpobopMoTal OH.

U TyT, CIOBHO roJyioc, BO3BELIaBLIMI 00 OTCpOYKe Ka3HH, CKBO3b Ka-
IIeJTb COJTHEYHBIX NTOMeEX, 3a00pMoOTaia Halla paiuocTanusa. Mbl ocTa-
BHJIM €€ BKJTIOYEHHOM Ha MpueM B HecOBITOUHOM HaJex/e, uto BeHepa
BC€ 7K€ YCIBILINT Hac.

U BOT CKBO3b NMOMEXH pa3falics, YeMy MBI HUKaK He MOTJIH TIOBEPUTH
SIBHBIM T'OJOC:

— T'oeopum Joum [Jionpe. Omeeyaio 6 Oecamulii paz Ha nNpocvoy o
nomowu. ..

XOTDb HAIIIM HepBs! ¥ ObLTH U3 TYYILIETO COPTA CTAIH, HO U CTallb
BHE3aITHO PacIUIaBUIach U PacTeKJIach, CJIOBHO Maciio Ha ropsiued cko-
Bopozne. Mei ¢ KappuctoM 3a6bmu 0 uenoBeueckoM JocTouHcTe. OT-
TaJIKMBas JpYT Apyra U 4yTh JIK He Llapanasich, Mbl OPOCHINCE K paaH-
OCTaHLIMH, U XPHUIUIO BBIPYrajliCh, KOIa TOT >Ke IoJIOC pa3/iacs CHOBA,
HO YK€ HE YHCTBIH M ACHBIH, 3 NCKAXKCHHBIH 0€3yMHBIMH MarHUTHBIMHU
¥ TPaBUTALMOHHBIMHM OypsMH, OyIIyIOLIMMHU B MPOCTPAHCTBE BOIHM3M
ConHia. Mbl 3arawiy AbIXxaHHe, NPHUCIYUIMBasCh K NPEPBIBUCTOMY,
XPHILIOMY ILIETIOTY:

— ... nIaHema... cemv MUNIUOHOE KUIOMEMPOE NO MAIOU OCU... MPU-
HAOYamv MULIUOHO8 MUHU... Bynk... [Joxmop Pobepmo... 30ecs noou. ..
— HeBbiHOCHMBIH Tpeck NoMeX, 3aTeM CKBO3b HUX CHOBa MpOpbIBAiCA
e/lBa pa3IMuUMBIi ronoc: — Bynkan... Togsopum 3ou... noemopsio Oe-
camoe coobujenue... NOMOWb... NPeOynpexcoalo O MmelenamuyecKux
UMRYNILCAX. ..

A 3arem nmump OyHcTBO momex. bone momydaca Mbl PeCMBIKATHCh
nepen NPOKIATHIM PalMONEePENaTUMKOM H, HAKOHEL, s B3NISHY Ha YH-
JUTa, 4YyBCTBY#, KaK Y MEHSI OCYHYJIOCH JIMLIO.

— Ianc ectb, Yy, — npoxpunen 1. — Moxert, coobiieHue npuobLIio
u He ¢ Mepkypus. MbI He cMOIH OBl €ro NMPUHATH, OyIb HICTOYHHK TaK
nanexo. Ho Mbl Moriu OBl MPUHATH COOOLIEHHE C IUIAHETHI B pafinyce
MWIIHOHA KuitoMeTpoB. [naneTs! non Ha3BaHueM BynkaH.

— Bynkan? — Yunn mocMoTpen Ha MeHs, Kak Ha nicuxa. — Ho Beap Her
TUTAHETHI C TAKUM. ..
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— Her? — xpuBo ycMmexHyics 1. — OHa Hazeana ee Tak. Oaut Jomnpe.
Onur [ljonpe ¢ TbHAHBIME BOJIOCAMH, HAac/IeTHALIa MIWUTMOHOB Jlronpe,
camas cMenas IEBYIIKa, Kakas KOTAa-JIMOo CyHyJia KOLIKe IMOJ XBOCT
BCIO CBOIO pEIyTAalMIO, IOTOMY YTO HEHaBHJIENa BCAYECKHE TaM COBE-
HIaHMA U 3aCeJaHHMs, a XOTela HOCUTh KOCTIOM KOCMHYECKOTO MHJIOTA.
Ona He ynana Ha Conuue, YWul... 3Ha4uT, ¥ MBI TOXe He ynajaem!

U mb1 He ynanu Ha Connne. B To Bpems, kak Y Bnepuics B ¢o-
TOYCWJIHTENb, 1 NMpUHsIcA QyMats 00 Oaut rompe. OHa ObU1a JKecTKa
1 rpyba, U MOIIa MONB30BaThCA S3BIKOM HE XYXKE, YeM MHCTOJIETOM.
Ona nponerena CucreMy BIOJB M MONEpeK, 3Ta AeBuoHKa! OHa Oblia
€IMHCTBEHHOM >KEeHIIMHOM-MMUIOTOM, y4yacTtBoBaBlueii B [onkax [le-
BaTU [InaHer, a Taroke Hanerana Ha HECKOJIBKO MIJITHOHOB KHJIOMETPOB
Oonblie COMEepHUKOB, KOrAa €€ OOBABI/IM NponaBLIeii 6e3 BeCTH BMECTE
¢ Kopabnem. B nocnenHem coo6uienuu, kotopoe nNpuHIM Ha Benepe
(oHO OKa3anoch pe3ko OOOpBaHHBEIM), OHA CKa3alia, YTO MOMBITACTCA
npoBecTH Kopabnb Yepe3 poii MeTeopHToB, okpyxaromux Conxue. Bee
NOHAIM, YTO Npom3ouwio. Kopabnp 6pUT pa3pyllieH METEOPUTAMH, U €€
BMeCTe ¢ poeM 3aTaHyno Ha ComnHile!

OT10 6BIIO IIECTh MeCALeB Ha3al — HO Terepb HaM ObUIO0 6eCCIIOpHO
sicHo, uto Ot [ronpe, 10Ys MIUTHOHEPA, MPOU3BOAUTENS KOCMHYE-
CKMX KopaOieii, Obuta >KMBa-)KMBEXOHbKA, HO HaXOOWJIach B KaKOH-TO
yXacHOH OIIaCHOCTH Ha MudHueckol mianere Bynkan!

U reneps Bynkan u3 Mu¢u4eckoro npeBpaTuics BIPYT B CAMOI0 4YTO
HH Ha ecTh peanbHoro! Mpl ¢ YWIIoOM XpHIIO 3aBOMMIIN, KOTAa BHe-
3aMHO yBHENH HeOecHoe Teslo, YepHoe Ha poHe HEBBIHOCHMO Oesioro
ConHua, yBUIeNnH, KaK OHO JIETHT HAM HaBCTpedy, MOTOMY 4YTO YHILI
BIJIIOYMJI HaIlIM JIParoleHHble BCIIOMOTraTelibHbIe IBUrarei. Mel mpo-
MOKJIM OT IIOTa, MPEXAe YEM BOLUIM B TCHb IUIAHETHI, 3aKpBIBLICH HAc
OT APOCTHOrO CBEeTHJIa. MBI CMOTpENH NpH NMOMOLIYM (POTOYCHIIUTENA
yepes crielHaTbHbIe QUIETPHI U TyMaJld O TOM, KaKHe CTPaHHBIE TaHHBI
APHUTOTOBHJI JUTS HAC STOT TEMHBIH MHD.

Bckope MbI o6Hapyxwd, uro y Bynkana ectb armocdepa. «Yaada»
HamnpaBHJIach K IUIaHeTe 4Yepe3 MoHocdepy, U 3T0 ObLIa Takas HOHOC-
¢epa, xakoil ellle HUKOIAa U HUKTO He BUIbiBajl. KonoccanpHble 1mio-
CKOCTH JIAMIOBATOrO CUSIHUS Pa3BEPHYNIUCH MiepeNt kopabieM, CIIOBHO OH
ObU1 GBIKOM, KOTOPOTO MYYHJI, pa3MaxHBas MyJIeToi, Topeasop. [loToku
MarHUTHBIX HOHOB HAaKpbUIM KOpaOiib CTOI0aMH CTaTHYECKOTO JIEK-
TPUUYECTBa 10 HECKOJIBKO METPOB B UIMHY. Ha Hac, kasanoch, Habpo-
cHuiiach Bcs pocTh Hebec, HO YU Besl KopaOiib HeZIporHyBIIeH pyKoH,
XOTs OKpY’KaBllas Hac BCelieHHas, Ka3aJioch, Belia cebs HeMmpaBUIbHO.
«Ynaya» mpoOmiiach CKBO3b BEpPXHHE CJIOM arMocdepbl, U HOHOChepa
BHE3aITHO 3aKOHYMJIACh.

Ho panoBarscs 66110 paHo! BypHble BO3yIIHBIE MIOTOKH 3aryfenH,
MOAXBAaTHIM KOpabJlib U MOHECHH ero MpsAMo K 3emie. YHUI CTHCHYI
3yOBl M 30 BCEX CHJI IEpHYJI Ha ceOst noykpyr wrtypsaia. Hoc kopabns
TMOIHAJICS, U BCE CYIHO OKa3aJoch B paBHOBECHH. 3aTeM OHO YIajlo Ha
HECKOJIBKO METPOB BHH3, 3aKa4aJioCh, [IOTOM 3aMepJio.
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51 oOMsK B Kpecie W B3MIAHY Ha HalpsHKeHHOE JULo YWiia. Mbl
NPU3EMIITICh HAa HE3HAKOMYIO IutaHeTy. Mel Obutn B Ge3omacHOCTH!
HereposTHO, HO (haKT, YTO BCEro JIMIIb HECKOIBKO YacOB Ha3al MbI Io-
TOBWIHMCH M3xkapHuThecs Ha ConHLe. ..

— Jla, mpomaxHynachk 5Ta J{forpe, Koraa nonpocuia noMouu y Hac, —
HEBHATHO NPOBOpYas YHILI, IOKAa MBI CTOSUIM CHAapY>KH, pacCMaTpuBas
METEOpHT, YHIeAUHH ITyOoKo B IUIACTHHBI OpoHM «YIaum» Ha KOpMe.
— Kak MblI yBe3eM ee oTcrona ¢ 3Toro kamemnka?

MslI y>ke BEpHY/IHCh K HOpME. YIIUT Kak BCerJa HepBHHYAJI, a Mopas-
WTEIIbHOE CEBEPHOE CHAHME IpeBpallalo B MUCKy Heba HaJ HallMMHU
roJIOBaMHU B OWH O0NbLIOH, TiameHeromwmii poHape. Ha ckanax Bokpyr
Hac MOSBIIUIMCH M MCYe3alld KaKHe-TO OTHEHHble TOYKH. Metauinye-
CKHe JeTalli HalluX ckadaHAPOB Tpellaay OT CTAaTHYECKOIrO JIEKTPH-
4ecTBa. [OPH30HTOM CITY>KHIIO KOJBIIO OTHEHHBIX AYT M ITOTOKOB packa-
JIeHHOro o0esia IiaMeHH, cIOBHO BynkaH miaBai B 4aifHHKe, TOJTHOM
pacIuIaBIeHHOH CTajiM. A YTO YK FOBOPHTh O MarHMTHBIX MONsAX. B
9TOM OTHOIIEHHH Jaxke MepKypuii U B MOAMETKH He roauiics Bynkany.

— MbI cymeeM NOKHHYTh 3TOT KaMellek, — nooberan s Yusury.

Vunn yxe npeGbiBajl B CaMOM CKBEPHOM CBO€M COCTOSHMH. Jla U 5
YyBCTBOBAJI, HEPBBI HATAHYTHI 10 Ipezesa. S noHuMa, 4To Mbl HUYEro
HE MOXKEM C 3THM IOZENaTh, HOTOMY YTO B pabOTy HEPBOB BMEIIMBa-
JIUCh BHELIHHE MarHUTHBIE NOMIA, OYpU U 3aBUXPEHHS.

— W xorga MBI yNieTHM ¢ 3TOH IUTaHEThI, — CHOKOMHO 100aBui 5, — TO
Onut lronipe OyaeT ¢ HaMmH. ..

— A-a, KOCMOHABTbI, — BHE3alHO pa3jalics 3a HAllUMHU CIIHHAMH
TPOH3UTENBHBIN, KaKOH-TO KpBICUHBIN ronocok. — Ilonararo, Bel Mo3Bo-
JIMTE MHE CKa3aTh Mapy CJOB.

M ¢ KappucToM NOBEpHYIHCH TaK CTPEMHTENBHO, YTO, HaBep-
HO€, Ha MTHOBEHHE YNOIOOHINCH CEPACUHUKY NEKTPOIABHUIraTes, Mo-
CKOJIBKY BOKPYT Hac 3aIulscaliy MOTOKH HCKP.

Kappuct uzman kakol-To HEMOHATHBIN 3BYK, CIIOBHO nofaBHics. S
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CEPLIC Y MEH: 3aMepJio, @ PyKH U HOTM MTHOBEHHO
OKOYEHEITH.

Ilozaou nac cmosn Conoam. ..

— Jloxtop Pobepro CoHpar, — nporienTan s, MTHOBEHHO Y3HaB €ro.

— Bbl npaBbl, — NPOH3UTENBHBIM, KAKUM-TO HENPUATHBIM IOJIOCOM
obparuncs o k HaM. — S gokrop Po6epro Conpar. A BbI k1O Takue? U
10 KakoMy IpaBy npuierend ciona? M 4ro Bel UMenu B BUAY, CKa3aB,
YTO HENPEeMEHHO yBe3eTe oTcroAa JauT? ITo HeBO3MOXHO. Bribpockre
5TH MBICJIA U3 ToJIOBBl. KOCMOHABTHI, Tenepb BaM MPUAETCS OCTaThCs
Ha 3TOoH 1u1aHere!

Joxrop Po6epro Conpar. KocTisBbIi ¥ KHIHCTBIH, ¢ OONBIINM BbIa-
FOLMMCS HOCOM U OMeCTALIMMH IT1a3KaMH, MaJleHbKMM PTOM H OCTpPhIM
S3BIKOM, KOTOPHIM OH IIOCTOSHHO OONM3bIBai ryObl, Tporas BpeMs OT
BpeMeHH cBeT/ble YCHKH. OH Jiepkal B pyke Opy>KHe, COBEpPIIEHHO He
MOX0xee Ha 0ObIUHBIN NUCTONET. S y3Ha B HEM HEPBHBIH NOIApU3ATOP.
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U Hanpap/si1 OH 3TO OpYKHE IPAMO MEXIY HaMH. [ 0110By OH TOBEpHYIT
B CTOPOHY M CMOTpEJI Ha Hac Kak-TO MCKOCa, CJIOBHO OJHUH IJIa3 y HEro
BHJIEN XyxKe Apyroro. M 65110 B HeM 4TO-TO OT OecCTpacTHO# raifoKu.

K Tomy >xe, on 6b11 He omuH. [lo3anu Hero CTOsUTH, BHICTPOMBIIMCH
KJIHHOM, €llleé CeMb YeJIOBEK B OOOpPBaHHBIX KOCMHYECKHX KOCTIOMAX.
OHn 6ecnokoifHO mepeMHHANINCh C HOTH Ha HOTY, SBHO HEpBHHYAIU
¥ TOpOUNINCh, HE CBOZA C HAC HETEPIENUBBIX KPHICUHBIX IVIa30K. A 3a
HVIMH CTOAJTH €IIl€ U HHBIEe. .. CyIIecTBa. S pasy MOHI, YTO 3TO, JOJLKHO
6b1Th, HCKOHHBIE 0OUTaTeu Bynkana. OHu GbUTH Y4eJIOBEeKOTIONOOHBIMH,
HO CaMblii HU3KHH OBUT MOYTH YTO TPEXMETPOBOH BHICOTHI. Y ILIAHETHI
6bI1a HHU3KAsA CHJIA TXKECTH, a CYIECTBYET 3aKOH IPUPOIBL, MO KOTO-
pOMY POCT XHMBBIX CYHIECTB OOPAaTHO NPONOPLMOHANEH CHJIE TSHKECTH.

He 3Hato yx, moyemy, Ho s cpaly Bo3HeHaBuAea CoHaara M ero ciyT-
HHKOB, OJTHOBPEMEHHO MOYyBCTBOBAB COCTpaJilaHHeE K ByJKkaHUTaM. OHu
CTOSUTH, TOYHO >KUBOTHBIC, C TyCKJIBIMH IVIa3aMH{ U TYIIBIMH JIULIAMH, a
UX pyKH cBucaiu no 6okam. HabGenpeHHsle MOBA3KM — €IMHCTBEHHASA
OfIeXKJ1a Ha UX OTPOMHBIX TelaX, — KONBIXAJIUCh Ha NPEPHIBHCTOM, Te-
TJIOM BeTpy, AyBuieM Ha TeMmHo# ctopoHe Bynkana. 51 cpasy noHsn, 4to
310 palbl, pabbl HenOBeKa ¢ KPHICHHBIM FOJIOCOM, KOTOPBIH Aepikall Hac
MO IPHULIETIOM.

Meue norpeboBasiachk ceKyHAa, YTOOBI PaCCMOTPETh BCE 3TO, a TakKe
nepeBecTH IbIXaHHUE.

3areM s npsaMo B3IAHYN Ha CoHpara.

— IIpoctuTte, HO MBI HE HaMepeBaeMCs OCTaThCA Ha TOH IUIaHETe.

HAIIPSDKEHME BO B3miane Conpara He ucyesano. OH npomosni-
’KaJl CMOTPETh Ha MEHs, TIOTOM IJIa3a €T0 KaK-TO CTPaHHO ONeCHYNIH,
OH CKavylIei, ITHYbEH MTOXOAKOH NBHUHYJICS BIEpEN.

— Jlronu, — 3aBepelan OH NPOH3UTENBHBIM ronocoM, — Jlroau, nepen
HaMH Hallli cMepTelbHble Bpard. OHU NpWIETENH clofa, YToOkl 3a6parh
Onut. Ho Tak He moiinet. Het, He mofiaeT. MbI JOMKHBI MOMEIIATh UM.
Teneps OHM B HamMX pykax. Y Mbl, HECOMHEHHO, mpeobpasyeM Hx. 3a-
XBaruTe UX Kopabisb. 3abepure UX BEllH, ONEXIY U ely.

— Hy, yx Her! — B3peBen s, 4yBCTBYS pAIOM YHIUIA, TOXE 'OTOBOTO
AeHCTBOBATS. :

Ms1 o6a 6pocwnuce k Conpary. M coepmmnm ommdky. Conzar
HMBO OTCKOYMJI M HAXKaJI KHOIIKY Ha CBOEM HEPBHOM IOJISIPU3aTOPE, pa3
DI MeHs, ¥ pa3 i Ywuia. 9toro 6put0 JoctarouHo. Termnas, Markas
BOJTHA MPOKATHJIACh IO MOEMY Telly, pacciiabnss MycKynbl. S ynan Ha
3eMJIIO, IEPEKATHIICS U NIOTEPs CO3HAHHUE. ..

IIpuBen MeHs B 4yBCTBa YWIII, KpH4a B CaMO€ yXO MO€ M4 U Tpscs,
Kak Ipymy 1o oceHH. Sl OoTKpbUI miasa. YHIUT MOXOOWI Ha poborta co
CTOPEBLIMMU NPENOXPaHUTENIMU. Sl ¢ TpyAOM MOIHSAIICSA Ha HOTH, a OH
NPOIOIDKAJ CHACTH Ha 3eMJIC, TPACIACH U BO3IEBast BBEPX PYKH.

— Cun, — npocToHal OH, — OHH 3abpanu Bce Hamu npunacel. Exy,
onexmy, opyxue. Bee! Otor nokrop Conpat, keM 661 OH HU ObLI, COBEp-
wieHHo 6e3yMeH! YV Hac HUUero He ocTanock. OTKyna oH BooO1e B3sIcs
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TyT? DTO HPOCTO HEBO3MOXHO... 3TO... TOJIBKO
CIUTOLUHAs paBHHHA!

51 obepHyncsa BOKpYT, C)KUMasi pyKaMH packa-
JIBIBAOIIYIOCS TOJIOBY, IOTOM OMEpCs Ha TEIUIYIO
onopy kopabns. [eiicTBUTENBHO, BOKpYr ObuIa
TOJIBKO IJIOCKAsK 3€MJIS, KAMEHUCTas, C PEIKUMH,
pa3bpocaHHBIMH KPYroM CKpPIOYEHHBIMH pacTe-
HussMH. COHZIAT MOSABHICA M3 HHUOTKYZA, CJIOBHO
M3 pa3peskeHHOTo Bo3ayxa. OTKya xKe OH B3syca?
OH npocTo BHE3AMHO MOSBUIICS Y HAC 3a CIIMHOM.

V MeHs KpyKWiIachk rojioBa, ObUIO TPYIHO Iy-
marb. Ho s 3Hanm gocraroyHo MHOro O IOKTOpe
Po6epto Conpare.

— Bo3pMmu ce0s B pyku, — ckazai s YWILTY, 3aTeM MOBEpHYJICS K OT-
KPBITOMY JIIOKY M 3aIVIHY/1 BHYTpb. — OTa IIaHeTa — CIUIOMIHOMN cyMac-
memuui 1oM, Yuwul. Hayka naBHo nokasana, YTo HEpBHbBIE MMITYJIBCHI
HMEIOT IEKTPOMAarHUTHYIO PUPOY M 3aBUCAT OT H3MEHEHHUS OKpYXKa-
IOLIMX MarHUTHBIX Nosied. A Bynkan HaxonuTcs Tak 6mu3ko ot ConHila,
YTO OpOHUTA €ro MPOXOAUT BHYTPHU MarHMTHOTO IOJIS Hanrero ceetuna. U
TYT MarHuTHoe none BynkaHa MOCTOSHHO CTalIKUBAeTCsi C MArHUTHBIM
nonem ConHua. 310 reHepHUpyeT Takue MarHHTHbIe OypH, YTO HEAONTO
u cnatuth. Ecnu Tl He Gyaenib 60poTees ¢ coboit, TO MOMpPOCTy CBUX-
Hembcs. [loMHume, kakuM Bo3OyxaeHHbIM 6bl1 CoHOar U ero moau?
Bynxkan — ux yoexxuie. A CoHOaT CUAMT TYT, KaK SI0BUTHIH Mayk.

— Yto0 3HauMT — YOexuie? — HeAOBOJILHO MpoBopuan Ywil. — Jla kTo
OH BoOO1Ie Takoit?

— IToTom, MoTOM, — XpUIUIO MPOOOPMOTAJ S U N0JIe3 B KOpabiib.

ITocne GpicTporo ocMoTpa st 0OHAapY>KuUJI, YTO YKpaZeHa Bes enia, oe-
k1a ¥ GONBUIMHCTBO HAIMX MHCTPYMeHTOB. HO MarHuTHBIE NpHOOpPBI
ocTtayiuck HeTpoHyThIMH. U x71€6. 51 cen, 4ToObl 00cymuth ¢ Yuiom
IUIaH JaJbHEHIUX JIEHCTBUH.

3areM MBI MOJHSIM KOpaOjib Ha BCIOMOTaTeNIbHBIX IBUraTensaX, H
VYU oCTOpPOXKHO TMOBEN €ro B COTHE METPOB HaJl PacTHTENIEHOCTBIO,
pAacChINaHHOM IO IUIOCKOMH, MyCTBIHHON PaBHUHE.

— MHE KAXETCH, Cun, — yHBUIO CKa3all YW, — MBI JielaéM Kak
pas 1o, yero xouet oT Hac CoHpar.

51 xax-To He nmoxyman o6 3ToM caM. MeHs MpoIKO XONOIHBIH TOT.

— Yto THI UMeeIb B BULY?

— Hy, aTo xe ouyeBuaHO, BepHO? OH 3abupaeT Bce HallM HHCTPY-
MEHTHI, eIy U opyxue. MBI He MOXKEM >KHTh 0€3 BCEro 3TOro, TaKUM
06pa3oM, JOIDKHBI OTIIPABUTECS TY/a, T )KUBYT OOUTATEIH 3/ICIIHErO
MHpa, ¥ i€ MBI MOXKEM HalTH XOTh KaKylo-To nury. A 6e3 HHCTpyMeH-
TOB MBI HE MOJKEM OTPEMOHTHPOBATH KOPaoIIb. ..

— ¥V Hac ocTajnack KMCIOPOIHAas Fopeika U HECKOJIBKO MOJIOTKOB, KO-
TOpBIC OHHU 3a0bUTH, — PE3KO CKa3all si.
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— Ororo He goctatouyHo. COHIAT CUMUTAET, YTO MBI HaiieM, rae 34ech
’KUBYT MECTHBIE THTAHTHI M 3aCTABHM HMX ITOMOYb HaM BBIKOBBIPATH Me-
TEOPHT U3 kopabenbHOH oOImHUBKH. A roToM... Cuz, MHe Kaxkercs, CoH-
AaT 3HaeT, 4To MBI cTaHeM Jenars noroM! [ToMHHIIb coobienue Dnur
Hrompe... OHa eme ynomuHasia o tenenarudeckoM ummynsce? Hy Tak
BOT... — YW OBEPHYJI TOJIOBY OT DKPaHa M TOP>KECTBYIOLIE HOMIAAE
Ha MeHs. — S mymaro, npamo ceiiuac mer Oeiicmeyem no menenamude-
ckomy npukazy Condamal

S Tak U oOMSK B Kpeciie, ApoXka U 1lIerya BCe pyraresibCTBa, Kakue
TONBKO MPHIIUTH MHE B FOJIOBY. DTO OBUTIO HEBEPOSTHO, HEMbICIUMO, UTO
Vi npuinen K TakoMy 3aKIIOYEHHIO, XOTA OH BOOOLIe HHKOIIa He
caeiman o Conpare — GOKyCHHKe, THITHOTH3EPE, HAPOIHOM LIENUTEIE,
CIIUPUTYAIHCTE, raJaTelIl0 ¥ BEIUKOMY PETMIHO3HOMY AEATENIO. ..

— OH mpocTo AyXOBHBINH GaHIUT! — JKECTKO 3aKOHYMI s BCIAYX. —
[ocnogu, Ywui, Bce cxonurcd. Ha 3emne CoHpaTr HensIX IecCATh JIET
SBJSUICS OOHHUM M3 CaMBIX CKOJB3KHX PYKOBOIOMTENIEH CEKThI, KaKOro
BJIACTH O€3yCIeIIHO NBITAJIUCH MOWMaTh ¢ MOJNYHbIM. OH THITHOTH3H-
pOBaJI LieNble 3pUTENbHbIE 3aJIbI U 3aCTABIISUT JIFOAESH OTAAaBaTh BCE CBOH
aeHsry. Jla, oH GbLT SKCTpaceHCOM, 00Iagan HeOPAMHAPHBIMH CHIIAMH.
M, HakoHel|, OH COBEpIIMI OLIMOKY, KOTZIa IeCATh CaMbIX 6oraTsix Ous-
HeCMEHOM Ha 3emile 3aBelllajii eMy Bce CBOM cOepexkeHus, a 3aTeM
pa3oM MOKOHYMIIM XKHU3HB caMOyOHiCTBOM. OHM ceNaiy 3TO MO/ TUll-
HO30M M He BiagenH coboil. Takum oOpa3oM, 6€30MaCHUKH TOTYYHIIH
Aoka3aTenbCTBa MpoTUB Hero. Ho oH onepenun ux, c6exain B KOCMOC, U
C TeX MOP MBI BIIEPBBI€ MOy YHIH JOKA3aTeIbCTBA, YTO OH BCE €ILE JKUB.

Jlo6 mofi 6bUT MOKPHIT XOMOAHBIM NOTOM. S cMoTpen Ha Yuia v Bu-
JeN1, 9TO OH 3HAEeT, O ueM i ceifuac mymaro. Mbl 00a BCIIOMHUIIH, KaK
6necrenu maszku CoHpara, KOraa OH CMOTpel Ha Hac. Tak Mbl 4To, 3a-
FUIHOTH3UPOBaHbI? Heyxkenu ero nopasurenbHble CIOCOOHOCTH B3SUTU
HaJl HAMH BepX U KOHTPOJIMPYIOT HaIlli MBICITH, laXke ceifuac ynpasiiss
HaMH TIpH IOMOLIH TeJIENaTHYECKUX UMITYJIbCOB?

— Vw1, — ApoXKaIuM rojiocoM cKasall s, — HaM HY>KHO yCIIOKOHTBCS.
MBI He 3arHIMHOTU3MPOBaHbI, HHAYe He CMOIIH GBI MOAYMAaTh O TOM, YTO
MBI 3aTHITHOTH3HPOBaHbI, MOHATHO?

Tonoc Yunna 0611 TYCKJI ¥ NIONOH Oe3Haery.

— A, moxeT, CoHZar, Kak pa3 M XOTeJ, YTOOBI MbI Tak Kymanu, a, Cua?

U BHe3anHo 5 copBancs. S pyrancs. S sonun.

— Her! — peBen 5, ynapss KynakoM I10 MyJbsTy MO CaMbIM HOCOM YH-
mna. — 5 —s70 4. 1 — Cugan Xomnmetliep! Bo MHe He CHIUT HU YaCTHYKH
atoii 3Men CoHpara, U, KIsHych [ocrnioom, s cTaHy NPOAOKATh B 3TO
BEpUTH. YHJUI, MBI HE CTaHeM cHUAeTh Oe3 nena. MBI caenmaeM ToO, 4TO
IwIaHupoBad. M MBI MOKHMHEM 3Ty IUIAHETY TOJIBKO BMECTE C DIUT
Hrorpe! D10 s roBopro, 5, a He CoHzaT, TOHUMaelb?

Vi Bech CheXKWICA B IJIOTCKOM KpPeCIe U €1Ba OCMENIUBAJICS CMO-
TpeTh Ha MeHa. OH Besl KopalOib MPEeKHUM KypcoM, HO 51 BHIEN, Kak
HEPBHO MOJEPTrUBATIOCH €ro JIMLO, KOrja YHIUT YyBCTBOBAJI YKOJBI CO-
MHeHHH. Sl 3Han, 0 YeM OH IymaeT. Mbl MOIIM pa3MIarojibCTBOBATD,
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OpenuThb U KIIACTBCSA, YTO MBI IeJIaéM TO, YTO XOTHM CaMH Mbl. .. U OJHO-
BpPEMEHHO JCHCTBOBATH MO TeNenarnieckum npukasam CoHpara.

A BckouMI ¢ Kpecina, YyBCTBY#, KaK rojioBa Y MeHsi OyKBaJIbHO pas-
pbiBaeTcs OT GOpIOIMXCS B HEll MPOTHBOMOIOKHBIX MBICIEH, yIIleNl Ha
KOpMY | Opocuiics TaM Ha KoiKy. Bce Mou MbImsl ObIUTH 10 mpeaena
HanpsHKEHBL, IOKa 51 OOpOJICS ¢ KOIIMAapHBIM, HEOCA3aEMBIM MOHCTPOM
coMHeHuid. Y nuiub yac crycTs, Koraa s Mo4vyBCTBOBAJ, 4TO «Yaaday
HpU3EMITIIIaCh, MpayHble MBICIH MOM ociabmu. S cen, B3MISHYN Ha
cebs B 3epKaJio, BUCEBIIEe Ha MPOTUBOIONIOXKHOM CTEHE, M CKa3all YeTKO
BCIIYX:

— 51 — Cupan Xomnmetiep. S —ato s!

II

S OTKPBILJ mok, 1 MBI ¢ YIUUIOM CHpPBITHYJIM Ha 3€MJIIO BO3JIe
nocesneHus. B pyke y kaxaoro u3 Hac ObUT MHCTONET, KOTOPBIH JIFOIU
Conpara He 3abpaiy, MOTOMY YTO OHH ObUTH 3anepTsl B ceiide. Ho MbI
NIOYEMY-TO YyBCTBOBAJIM, YTO MECTHBIE TMTaHThI, 0Opa3oBaBLIME MOY-
TUTEJBHBIN MOIyKPYT Ha HEKOTOPOM PacCTOSHHUH OT kopaliis, HE XOTAT
MPUYMHUTE HaM Bpefia. Mbl UM, B 00LIEM-TO, TOXe. «Yaaua» crosiia
CTPOro BEPTHKAJIBHO I10 JIEBYIO CTOPOHY OT XOPOILO MPOTONTAaHHOH 10-
POTH, COOTBETCTBYIOWEH M3HH-CTPUT 3TOr0 MaJleHBKOTO IOCETIEHU
SIBHO KOYEBHOI'O THIIA.

Oto ObUla WHAsA IUIaHETa, COBEPIUEHHO YYXKIBIF HaM MHp, H MBI
3HAIIH, YTO OH IPHUHECET €lle He ONUH JIECATOK CIOpNpH30B. Bynkan,
pasymeeTcs, He Bpamayics BOKpyr ocH. OfiHa ero cropoHa 6blia BEUHO
obpamena k ConHIy, 1 TaM Bce ObLIO B pacIliaBIeHHOM COCTOSHMH.
Ha npoTHUBONONOXHO# ke CTOPOHE NMOCTOSHHO QyJIH TeIUlble BETPBI,
YacTeHbKO nepexonsimue B Oypu. [To HeOy nerenu obnaka, spko cBeTs-
HIMecs, HaCTOJIBKO SIPKO, YTO MOpoi 3aTMeBanu 38e3abl. Kpyrom pocia
oOWIIbHAs pacTUTENBHOCTH, MO GonblIeH YacTH IpubBI, XOTS Momnazaa-
THuch U JepeBbs. O6aka oTpaKany CONHEYHBIH CBET, BEUHO CHAIOLIMIM
H3-3a TOPU3OHTA.

TopuszonTh! st GalimepoB sBnsich AnoM, BommeGHoH cTpaHOH,
VxacupiM OraensbiM Konbuom. MHBIMH c10BaMU — ré€HHOM OTHEHHOM.

Hama >xu3Hb ¢ 6aliMepamu Hayasjiach B TOT JA€HB JIETKO H JIETKO NPO-
nomkanack. OHH CJIOBHO NOHMMAJIM C MOJMYB3[VIAa, YTO HaM TpeOoBa-
JIOCh, 5TH TpeXMeTpOoBble GalMepsl — MOHaYaly Mbl AaXKe U He 3HAJH,
YTO TaK OHU Ha3bIBalOT ceOsa. OHU NPUOIU3UINCH K HaM, TIONHAB PYKH
BBEPX, U 5 TIOH:I 3TO 3a XecT Mupa. Y nepeanee cyuecTso, MU0, BO-
JIOCHI ¥ TEJIO KOTOPOTO HAaIlIOMHUHAIM MECTHBIH IpUO, COCTAaBIABIIMH HX
OCHOBHYIO JIUETY, YABIOHYIICS, A1 Ha HacC CBEpXY BHU3. Y Hero Obln
COBEpPLIEHHO He TYINOH B3MIAM, HE KaK y Tex 6aiiMepoB, 4TO COMpOBO-
»kpamu nokropa Pobepro Connara. Hanporus, ero masa, B KOTOpBIX OT-
paXkasoch 3JeLIHEe BEeYHOE CEBEPHOE CHAHHE, CBETHIINCh HHTEIIEKTOM.

Mpi yIBIOHYTHCE B OTBET, XOTS HALIH YIBIOKH M OBUTH HAaTAHYTHI, KaK
Y HEpBBI, U3-3a OyIIYyIOIUX BOKPYT MarHUTHBIX Oypb.
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[To Tonne GaiiMepoB — MyXKYHH, XKEGHIIMH U AeTeH, YUCIEHHOCTHIO
ocobelf B IIECThECAT-CEMBAECAT — MPOKATHICS TsDKEJbIA, TOYHO
packatbl rpoMa, cMex.

3arem 3aroBOpHII MX TMraHT-WAEp. Mbl HUUEro He MOHSUIH, HO Mpo-
M3HECIH B OTBET 0ObIYHOE mpuBeTcTBUE. OH TOXKE HHYETO HE TOHAI.
3areM Ham npuHecnH eny. PakTHYECKH, OHH MPHHSAIKCH TOTOBUTD €Iy
Ha BceX MpsAMO y Kopabns. 3a eNo B3SIHCh M MY>KYHHBI, U )KeHIIUHbI.
Pa3oxriiu peByme KOCTpBI, M3 LIATPOB, MOKPHITHIX IPEBECHOH KOPOH,
NMPUTALWIA METAJUIMYECKHE TOPIIKH, JETH, HE YCTYIAlOIIUE B pOCTE
Ham ¢ YoM, Geraiy BOKPYT M KpHYali, a BCKOpPE 10 HallliX HO3ApeH
JNOHECIMCh KaKUe-TO BKyCHBIE 3alaxy.

Tpoe B3pocnbix MpuUHECIH U3 OONBLIOTO 1aTpa packyiagHOM CToMI cO
CTONEIHULIEH M3 TOW Jke KOpbl. BEICOTO# cTON OBLT MOYTH ABa METPA.
B paznokeHHOM COCTOSIHUM OH OKa3aJics TaKUM OONBIINM, YTO 3a HUM
YMECTHJIOCEH Bce TocelieHue. Enie MUHyTa — 1 MBIl IPUHSUIACH TIOIJIO-
LATh ey B JIy4lleM CMbIcie 3Toro cioBa. Ham mpemnoxxumu kakue-to
Omona u3 rpuboB, Hape3aHHbIe CIaJKHe JTUCThA M sapa GoNbIINX ope-
xoB. Beutu Tak:ke ¥ GPYKTHI, ¥ CBEPHYThbIE B TPYOOUKH IUIOCKHE JIUCTHI
xieba. Ty3eMIibl 3a CTOJIOM O 4YEM-TO BCE BPEeMsi TOBOPHJIA M CMESLTUCH.

3areM TpH pociibie Jaxke [0 MepKax 6aiiMepoB KEHLIMHBI ITOJHSIHUChH
M HayaJld TaHLEeBaTh C TOPXKECTBEHHBIMH JIMLIAMH, K HUM TYT ke IIpH-
COeTMHUITNCH TPOe MY>XUHH. Paznanace My3bika, HaurpbIBaeMas Ha Ka-
KHX-TO TSOKEJIBIX CTPYHHBIX MHCTpyMeHTax. My3bika ObU1a IpOMOBO# U
TSDKEJIOBECHOM, Kak U caMu OaliMepsl, MEiTICHHas, C YaCTHIMHU May3aMH,
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TaK YTO MOPOH CTOST CIUTOIIHOM I'POXOT, HO MBI C YHJLJIOM MOHMMAJIH,
YTO YacTh 3TOM MY3bIKH ObLIa HAM HE CJIBIIIHA, MIOTOMY YTO TOHAJIb-
HOCTB €€ OITyCKaJIaCh HIDKe IMOopora 4ejIOBe4ecKoro BocrpuaTusi. Bee
3TO JUTWIOCH JIOJNITO, MEJIEHHO, HO... OKa3aJloch Bo30yxnaromum! Mbl
MOYYBCTBOBAJIN,KAaK CepLia HAalllM Hauyainy OUTbCs Bee ObIcTpee, onepe-
JKast TEMI My3bIkH. TaHLIOPHI IUISCAIH TOXE MEUIEHHO. D10 OBUTO He-
Y9TO BpOZE NapoAUH Ha ABaHCKUe Tisicku. [locTeneHHo, s ObUT BOBJIEUEH
B 9TO jAeHcTBo H 3a6pu1 06 Onut Mronpe, Connare u 3emne. Bokpyr
OBLIM TONBKO XXUTEMH BynkaHa, a MBI SBJISJIMCH MOYETHBIMH TOCTSMH.
3HaAYUT, KUTEJIH STOro MOCeIeHHs elle He Berpedanuch ¢ COHIaToMm. ..

IIOTOM BCE 3akonumnock. Mel ¢ Kappuctom cMomu nepesectu
JIpIXxaHue. 3aTeM He MEHbLIE MMHYTHI XJIONAIH TAaHLIOPaM U MYy3bIKaH-
TaMm. baliMeps! ObUTH YAMBIIEHB], HO MIOCTENEHHO TOXKE HaYaJIM XJIONaTh
B JIaJIOIIM C UICKPEHHUM BocxuilleHHeM. HaBepHoe, MECTHBIX apTHCTOB
HHKOT/IA €ILe 10 9TOi HOYM He MPUBETCTBOBAIIN TaKUM oOpasom. Byrnka-
HUTBHI JVKO XJIOTIAJIN B JIaIOIIH, CMESUTHCH U IVIa3eJIM Ha Hac.

3areM BOX[b MOJOXKMI 3TOMY KOHel. OH BCTall ¥ 3arOBOPUJI 'POMKO
u BnactHo. TyT ke moxHAnace cymaroxa. OcraTku efsl cobpaiu, mo-
Cydy YHECIH Ha Kpaii IIocesIeHus, CTOJT CJIOXKUIIM M YHECIIH ero B 1arep,
OCTaBUB MEHA C YWUIOM CHIETb y KOCTpa, N0 APYIYI0 CTOPOHY KOTO-
pOTo cuzIeny TpH TpexXMeTpoBhIX Oaiimepa. baHkeT 6bU1 3akoHueH. JTo-
GOMBITCTBO OBLIO YIOBJIETBOPEHO, LIEPEMOHUH COOMIONEHDI, YTO BIIOTHE
yctpauBaino Hac. Ilo kpaiineli Mepe, MeHs.

Tpu GaiiMepa cHIeNH JIULIOM K HaM, X KOJICHH MOYTH KacaJluCh Ha-
mux. bafiMep, cugsmmii ciieBa OT BOXASA, YJIBIOHYJICS, TIAOA Ha Hac
CBETNIBIMH, KaK y albOMHOCA, Ma3aMH. 3aTeM JOCTall OTKyAa-TO H3-
noz HabeIpeHHOH MOBA3KY JUIMHHYIO Npo3pauHyio ¢usary. B Heit 6p110
YTO-TO MOXOKEE Ha BOCKOBBIC HUTH. 3aTeM OH APYroi pykod BbITaLIVI
HOX C SIBHO OCTPBIM JIE3BHEM.

310 GBUTO HACTONBKO BHE3AITHO, YTO YWIUT BCKPUKHYJ M MOMBITANICSA
BCKOYHUTD, HO 5 €ro y/iepxKal.

— Cunu THX0, — pABKHYA 1. — OHM YTO-TO XOTAT clenarb. M atu monu
SIBHO 3HAIOT, 4TO JieniaoT. O4eBUIHO, OHM XOTAT KaK-TO MOOOIAThCS ©
Hamu. Bo3moxkHO, 3T0 nepBblii war. Bo BcskoM cityyae, nepBbiM Oyay 1.

— A s He Oyay BTOpBIM, — IpOXKaIlMM rojiocoM 3assun Yuul. — Cup,
MBI JO/DKHBI YHTH. MeHs He MHTEepecyeT, XOTAT JIW OHM HaM IIOMOYb
WIM CaMH IIPOCAT O MOMOIIM. S| TOJBKO 3HAO, YTO €C/IM ThI 3aX0Yelllb
TIOMOYb UM BBIITYTATHCS U3 3aTPYAHUTEIBHOTO ITOJIOXKEHHUS, TO MBI CAMH
OKa)KEMCs B HEM.

51 orpeI3HYNCS B OTBET, HO IIPH BOCIIOMHHAHUH 00 €ro CJI0BaX HacyeT
TeJeNaTHYeCKOro UMITYJIbCa, 1O CIIMHE Y MeHs npodexana Apoxs. Bos-
MOXXHO — TOJIBKO BO3MOXKHO, — YTO BC€ OBUIO YaCTHIO TOTO, YTO XOTEJN OT
Hac CoHpar.

Baiimep BexwIMBO monoxali, Moka Mbl 3aKOHYHMM FOBOPHTH, 3aT€M
czenan ABHKEHHE HOXOM, YTO-TO I'OBOPS MPH 3TOM CIIOKOHHBIM ToOJIO-
coM. OH yka3zaJl Ha MOe 3aILICThE U cesall pexyllee ABKEeHUe. 3aTeM
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none3 B CBOIO ¢UIAry ¥ JOCTaJ OTTYAa ONHY HHTb — TeTEeph A YK€ BHIEI,
YTO 3TO KaKOe-TO HUTEBHIHOE CYIHECTBO, — M CHAeNa] ABIKEHHE, NPHU-
TBOPSASACH, YTO 3TO CYILIECTBO BOH3HJIOCH B €TO 3aIACThE.

Ilocne 3Toi NaHTOMHMBI OH TOTAHYJICS K MOEH pyKe.

3710 6BUT TOIIHOTBOPHBIA MOMEHT. S Oosics HOXa, HO 4 Oelicmeu-
mebHO TOBEPSIT UM, U Y MeHsI ObLiIa YK€ MBICITb, YTO 3HAYUT IAHTOMHUMA
Gaiimepa. OH XOTeJN MepecajuTh B MO€ 3alICThe HEYTO BPOZE HEpBa.
[TosTOMy s 3aKpBUI IVIa3a U IPOTAHYN eMy pPyKy. S modyBCTBOBal, Kak
Ha MOE 3aIACThE YTO-TO HaMa3aJId — YTO-TO MPOXJIaHOE U CKOJIB3KOE.
A 3ateM i mepecTtas TyBCTBOBATb PYKY.

Bce oTHAIO HE MHOTO BpeMeHH. Sl nake ocMenwics MPUOTKPHITH
OIMH IMIa3, HO Oonblias pyka OaliMepa Jepkana MeHs 3a IUIEYO U He
JaBana yBHJETb, YTO MPOMCXOAUT C pykoi. Y Ywiia ObUM BBIIyYeH-
Hble I1a3a u Oneanoe Juo. HakoHeu, Hox yopanu. Pyka 4yTe obpena
YyBCTBHTEIBHOCTD, S OLYTWI, KAK HA HE€ CHOBA YTO-TO HAMA3bIBAIOT,
a MOTOM PYKy OTIYCTHIH. UyBCTBUTENIBHOCTD €lll€ HE BEPHY/Iach, HO
CKBO3b TOHKYIO MPO3PAyHYIO TUIEHKY, CIIY>KAlIylO MOBA3KOH, 5 yBHIEI
TOHKYIO KPacHYIO JINHHIO CAaHTHUMETPOB JIeCATh JTMHOH. B ob1eMm, Bes
ornepanus npouuia 6e360/Ie3HEHHO, U Teneps Bee 3akoHuunock. Ho ka-
koB Oynet adpdext?

Vneibasce, 6aliMep NOBEPHYJICA C HOXXOM K YHIUTY. Y1 FPOMKO 3a-
kpu4as Ha Hero. baliMep He cTayl HacTauBaTh U yHIell, a 3aTeM TPOe CH-
AfUX oOpaTid BHUMaHUe Ha MeHs. [1o uX mupokum tuiam 6poawm
otbnecku koctpa. [ToToM 3aroBopui BoXIIb, KOTOPBIH EPBOHAYAIBHO
IPUBETCTBOBAJ MEHSI.

U s nouty moHsn ero! Ddpekt ObUT Takol, CIOBHO B HE3HAKOMBIi
A3BIK, HA KOTOPOM OH KO MHE 00paTWiIcs, NPOCKAIB3bIBAIM aHITMHACKHE
CJIOBa... A, MOXET, CJIOBa YHHBEPCAJIbHOIO SA3blKa, KOTOPBIA s TOXeE
3Hal. A Te CJIOBa, KOTOpbIe s HE MOT MOHATh, OBUIM NPOCTO UCKadice-
Huem 3HaKOMBIX!

— Her!— oxBaueHHBIH BONMHEHHUEM, BOCKIUKHYN 1. — Sl MN0OXO MOHHU-
Maro Bac, BOX/Ib, HO... HO KOE-YTO 5 Bce-TaKH MOHKUMal0. Bel ckazainu. ..

— Jla, — oTBeTH]I rpOMaHBINA ByJIKaHUT. — Bee cnoBa — umo-mo neno-
namuoe... Ho 4epe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT — ONAMb YMO-MO HENOHAMHOE
— Ballld HEPBHI OYAYT — CHO8A HENOHAMHOE.

— A BBI NOHMMaeTe MEHS? — CIIPOCHUI 5.

— ... — YTO-TO OTBETWI OH, B3BOJHOBaHHO YJBIOAsCh M IIAAS Ha
JIByX CBOMX KOMIIAHbOHOB. — BuauTe 11, Mbl HE MOJIHOCTHIO. .. HayKYy,
HO MBI ObUTH Benuko# pacoi. Ilepecagka HepBOB... y GaiiMepoB ObLI0
MHOTO f3BIKOB... Telepb OCTAJCA OAWH. 3aTeM MbI y3HAJH, YTO Mar-
HUTHBIE TIONA. .. aTMOCcdepy, TaK YTO y HaC pa3BHJIach CTOHKas HEPBHas
cucTeMa, YToOBI MPOTUBOCTOATh M. HO OHHM OKa3asiuch OCTAaTOYHO
YYBCTBUTENBHBIMU. ... [lepeaaBarh Tenenaruyeckue UMITYIbCHI... 1le-
pecaJka HEpBOB. ..

Eme Heckonbko MUHYT OH FOBOPHJI YTO-TO Ha CBOEM S3BIKE, HO i
ye MOHAJ, YTO OH IBITAJICA MHE CKa3aTh, HECMOTpPS Ha AOCagHbIE IPO-
Gesbl U UcKakeHHe cloB. Bee crano sicHo. B 3amsicTbe MHE BHenpuinu
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HepB Oaiimepa. D10 co3pmano MexIy MHOM U Oafimepamu Tenenaruyie-
cKylo cBsa3b. HepB Oaiimepa ciIy>kuT Tenepb KaHaJIOM, HEpealoLIUM
MbIcu GaliMepoB B MoH MO3r. M UX A3bIK s BOCIIpUHHUMAJ, Kak CBOM
COOCTBEHHBIIA.

51 Taroke MOHSAJ, YTO 3TO OOUH U3 HEMHOTMX MEIUIIMHCKUX CEKPETOB,
OCTaBIIMXCA OT BEJIMKOW LIMBWIIM3ALIMM, KOTOpas paciBelia B JAJIEKOM
MPOIIOM, a TeNepb YX JaBHbIM-JaBHO moru6na. Korma-to Gatimepsi
ObUTH GONBIIMM HApOAOM, H Y HUX UMEJIOCh MHOTO pa3sHBIX A3BIKOB. A
TOTOM BO3HHKJIA TEXHOJIOTHA Nlepecaiky Tenenarnyeckoro Hepsa. Hy, u
BCE€ A3BIKHM MIOCTENIEHHO CIWJIKMCH B OAMH. BynkaH ctan 1uiaHeToi, cBs-
3aHHOM NMpH NIOMOIY TeNENaTUH B €AMHYIO HEPBHYIO CHCTEMY.

W MHe erie MpeacTosio y3HaTh, CKOJIBKO XK€ 3/1€Ch OCTaJIOCh HCKOH-
HBIX JXUTEJIEH.

Hy, no kpaiineii Mepe, Hayasio ObLIO MOIOXKEHO. 51 cOOOIIMIT BOXKIIO O
TOM, YTO HaM TpeOyeTcs MOMOLUb /I peMOHTa Kopabiis, U Boxab Gna-
TOCKJIOHHO COITIACHIICS HaM MoMOYb. A 3aTeM HaM IOKa3ajM Liarep, B
KOTOpPOM MBI ¢ YuiiioM Jierni ciiatb. Crate? J[ins Mers sTo Obut cymui
xoumap, dnut Jronpe, Conpar u s 60ponuchk Ha ycTyne u3Beprarouie-
rocs BynkaHa. OOBIYHBIN By/lKaH W Ha3BaHHE TUIAHETHI, JOJDKHO OBITH,
TepeMeIanuch BO CHE, U MHE TYT k€ BCIIOMHHJIOCh, 4To OnuT Jfonpe B
CBOEM COOOLIEHHH TOXE FOBOPUIIA YTO-TO O BYJIKAHE. ..

PA3BYIWJI MEHA Vunn.

— Cua! Cun! — opan oH MHe B caMo€ yX0 U 6e3KanocTHO TpHC.

Oto 6BUNO Ba AHA CIYCTS, TOYHEE, CIYCTS COPOK BOCEMb YacoB,
MOCKO/bKY Ha BynkaHe HeT cMeHBI JHA U HOYM. MBI y)ke Havyaau pe-
MOHT KOpaOJIs, U OCHOBHOH Hallle# MOMOLIBIO ObLI caM BOXK/Ib IUIEMEHU
GaiiMepoB. OH MPUCOEAUHUIICS K HaM, YIBIOAsACh CBOCH MeUTUTENbHOM
YNBIOKOH U, MPH MOMOIIM CBOSH M'MI'aHTCKOM CHJIBI M OJIHOTO M3 COILIe-
MEHHUKOB, BBIPBAJl OTPOMHBIA METECOPUT U3 CMITOM M IOKOPEXKEHHOM
OOLIMBKH.

Boxap — a 3Bantu ero Opo Tapkua — fake NpeJoCTaBHI HaM TSDKEIbie
METAJUIMYECKUE CTEPXKHH, KOTOpbIE Mbl MOIJIM HCIIOJb30BaTh B Kaye-
CTB€ JIOMOB. MBI BBIIIPSIMUIIM BOTHYThIE [U1IACTHHBI OOLIMBKH U 0CBOGO-
JWIH 03Bl ABMraTenei. YeThlpe comia okasaliuch 6€3HaIeXKHO MOKO-
PEKEHHBIMH, HO MbI C O0JIEr4eHHEM YBHIEIH, YTO OCTAJIbHBIE MOXKHO
BOCCTaHOBHUTb. MBI NPHHIKCH 3a paboTy, UCTIONb3Ys €OUHCTBEHHYIO
KHCJIOPOJIHYIO IOpeJIKy, KOTOopyro ocTaBmil Ham CoHJAT, a Taloke CHITY
OaiiMepoB.

Mps1 pabGoTany, He cnelia, LenbIX ABa IHs, He 3aMeyasi, YTO MPOUCX0-
JIUT BOKDPYT, H €IIe He 3HaJH, YTO 3TO 3aCTaBHUT HAC MOXKAJETh, YTO MBI
He MOTOPOIIMWIMCh U HE 3aKOHYMIM PEMOHT paHbiue. [Toromy uTto mpo-
HCXOAMIIO YTO-TO, YEro 51 HE MOT IOHATH. ] 3aMeTHs1 3TO Ha BTOpPOii IeHb
Halero npeObIBaHUs Ha IUIaHETe, KOoraa Mbl paboTanu Hag kopabnem.
Boxnar memenu 6atimepoB Opo Tapkua To ¥ A0 MOAHUMA TOJIOBY U
IPUCTAIBHO CMOTpe B HEO0O.
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— boubcs, yro He60 0OpymHUTCA? — CIIPOCHI 51, BCTIOMHUB CKa3Ky
0 BIajalouleil B MaHUKy KypHIe, KoTopas 0osiack, YTO €€ yAapuT 10
roJioBe Najaroias 3Be3za.

Opo Tapkuz He yNbIOHYJICS B OTBET CBOCH YNIBIOOUKOM, H3-3a KOTOPOH
OH IIOXOJIUII Ha FPOMAJIHOTO TPEXMETPOBOTO pebeHKa.

— Her, — BcTpeBoxkeHHO mpoGopmotan oH. — Ho 6mmsurcs Bpems,
Moii Benukuii apyr Cua.

— Cxonbko BpeMeHu?

YW1 Be4HO pa3apakalics, KOrja Mbl BE/M TeJleaTHYeCKUe Iiepero-
BOpBI, U OH JIMIIb IOHAI, 4YTO ckasan a. OtBer Oaiimepa ObLT coBep-
LIEHHO HETNOHATHBIM.

— Kakoe umeeT 3HaueHHe, CKOJIBKO BpeMeHH? — npobopmoTan Yu,
00XBaThIBas MOLIHBIMH PY4HMIIAMH O3y HOMEP AECATh M BO3Bpalllad ee
Ha MecTo. — MBI Bce paBHO HMKOIZIa He yOepeMcsl C 9TOH IUIaHEeTHlI.

Opo Tapkupg He cymen OTBETUTh Ha MOH BoOIpoc. 3aTeM OH 03aja-
UeHHO MOMIAIENl HA MEHS, CIIOBHO MBITAJICA MOHATh CMBIC]I MOUX CJIOB.

— BamianTe Ha HebGo, apyr Cua, — HakoHen, ckaszan oH. — OHO B
YetBeproii SApkocTy, M OyXy, JIeTalol#e Mo HeOy, 04eHb BO30Y KICHBI.
CMoTpuTe, KaK OHHM CKadyT U WAYT BUHTOM... a u3-3a Kpas BeIphIBa-
toTcs nonotHuLIa mamenu. Jla, 6musurcs Bpems.

Memns no3san Y, ¥ 1 otipaBwics k HeMmy. [Tozke, 06aymbIBas 3T0T
BONPOC IIEpell CHOM, S PELIII, YTO NpUOIIDKaeTcs, JOMKHO ObITh, Ka-
Kkoii-to puryain. IlpaBpa, Teneps, korga st msgen Ha He0O, MHE MOKa-
3aJI0Ch, YTO CEBEPHOE CHSHHME W HOCAIIMECS KPYroM BCIIOJIOXH CTaJH
ropa3o aktuBHee. M 1 MO4YyBCTBOBaN KaKylO-TO CY€BEpPHYIO, 3710BeE-
uyro mynbcaiuio. CeBepHoe cusiHHE, BO30yX1aeMOe MarHMTHBIM I10-
nem CorHLa, CTAaHOBHJIOCH Bee O0llee HHTEHCHBHBIM — U BO MHE YTO-TO
ckanock B npeauysctBud 31a. Connar. Cornoam, NODyMan s, 3mo 6ama
nianema, 20e menenamuyeckue U NCUXUYeCKue A8NeHUs Haxo0amcs 6ok
0 60K, u 20e 2unHO3 MYUMCS HA KpbLIbAX mMacHemusma. Ilnanema, 20e
abl, cO ceoell ObABONLCKOU Oyulol, Mo2nu bnazooencmeosams. Bui, boz
9MOU NIAHEMYL...U 8CE MO 8peMs Mbl C YUWIIOM HAX0OUMCA 8 eauiell
gnacmu... 3areM s CEpIUTO BBIPYTalcCs BCIYX, YTOOB! BBIKMHYTh 3TH
HeJleTIble MBICIIH U3 TOJIOBBI, MBICIIH, HECyIlIHe yxac U 6e3ymue, U CH-
Isipe pagoM OaiiMephl MepecTaii BeCEIUThCS, IOKa s CHOBA He CTall
yIBIOaThCA.

Ha Bropo#i neHb BCTpeBOXKEHHOE BBIpOXKEHHE Ha JHLEe 4yTkoro Opo
Tapkupa, oTpa3swnock, Kak B 3epKajie, Ha JIMLAX €ro COIJIEMEHHHKOB
— MY>KYHH, XXEHIIUH U Jake Aetumek. OHU ctanu 3agymMuuBsIMU. Hc-
4ye370 Becenbe. Bee yamie oHu cMoTpenu Ha Hero — Ha Ilpuspadnbie
KapTusel, 1 Buieny B HUX pacKaieHHbIX I urantoB Ceerta, )KMBYIIHX 32
Kpaem, B Ckazounoit Ctpane. Sl nomenrancs ¢ YWUIOM, YyBCTBYS, YTO
HEpBBbl y MEHS HAaTAHYTHI 10 Mpelena, TaK YTo MPUXOAMIOCH HaNpSTraTh
BCIO CHITY BOJIH, YTOOBI Ka3aThCsl CHOKOHHBIM.

B stot nens Opo Tapkun u ero Jirony He HIOMOTaIM HAM C PEMOHTOM.
OHH IPOCTO CTOSUTH, B3BOJHOBAHHO AN Ha He60. OHO GBLIO, IO MX
cioBaM, yxe B [IsToli SpkocTu.
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— Cxopo Bpewms, ckopo Bpems, — ciibiiman s OTOBCIONY rpoXovyIine
TeJIeTIaTHYECKUE 1eNOTKH 3TUX MPOCTHIX JIFONCH.

IToBciofy B MocesieHUH JTFOM GecIiesIbHO OITy>K/Ia)ii, TPEBOXHO pac-
cMmarpuBas He6o.

S pazgpaxeHHO oTopBayics OoT paboTel U moiiMan 3a pyky Opo
Tapkupa.

— Bo ums Hebec! — 3aBomun 1. — Bl cBogurTe Hac ¢ yma, Opo! Me1 He
MOXeM padoTarh, He MOXKEM HHYETO JesiaTh, OKa BallM JIIOAU Mas4ar
BOKPYT. JTO Xe...

BuaesanHo 51 3amonyal, mocmotpen Ha Opo, u B Aylie y MeHs Tpo-
KaTwiack BonHa xanoct. Jyma Opo Tapkuna, BoXISA 30SIIHUX 00U~
tareneii, Opiia 6onpHa. OH yMonsIOLe CMOTpesl Ha MeHs OONbIIMMU
OeITBIMHU IT1a3aMU, HO s He IOHMMAJI, O YeM UMEHHO OH YMOJISET.

— Mpb1 Bam nmoMoxkeM, Opo, — XpUIUIO cKa3all . — MBI TIOMOXEM. ..
TOJIBKO CKaXKUTe, YTO HAJIO AeNath. ..

Vi OemeHo B3NISTHY/I Ha MEHS.

— To1 coBceM cniatun, Cual — pABKHYJ OH. — 3a4eM Thl pa3faciipb Ju-
kue obemanus? BcnomHY, 3TO s TBO# JPYr, U y MEHs elie OCTaJIUCh
KPOUIKH Oaropasymus. ..

OH 3amMonuan u 6e3Hafie’KHO MaxHyN pykoit. CTpaHHO, HO MHE TO-
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO, KOTAa YHIUT IVISZIEN HAa MEHs, 5 3aMETHII B €ro riasax
y>ac. OH IOMHHIJI O HEPBE, MEPECAKEHHOM B MOIO PYKY, HEPBE, ClIEIaB-
1eM MeHs 4acTH4YHO OaiiMepoM... B BooOpaxkeHHH YWIUta, Ta 4aCTHUKA
OaiimMepa mpoOyikianace B TO BpeMs, MOKa s CHajl, M B3palluBajia BO
MHE YYJOBHIIHBIE MBICITH, OMyTHIBas MOH MO3T HEOCA3aEMBbIMH IIy-
nayibuamu. U g He Mor uzbaButhca ot Hee. OHa ocTaBajiaCh BO MHE BCE
Bpems. M oHa BHymana MHe ctpaHHbie Mbiciu: 3a Kpaem yoice Illecmasn
Aprocmo. Tenepv mul omnpasuwsbcs Hagcmpeyy cgoeti cyovbe, myoa,
Tuzanmer Ceéema evinpuvleusaiom uz-3a Kpasa semnu. Hou oce. Hou x
Llecmou Hprocmu!

TyT 1 yCHYJ M IPOCHYJCS HECKOIBKO YacOB CITyCTs OT BoIuiel Yuna:

— Cun! Cun! Beragaii... OHx nokuaarot Hac!

S nopmHAICS Ha HOTH, YyBCTBYS, YTO MO MO3TH MPEKPAaTHIHCh B KPH-
CTaJUTHKH Jibja. S onmerncs, 3ateM MOBEpHYJICS K YWILLY, KOTOpBIH Oec-
LIEJIBHO MaXaJl pyKaMH, ¢ BRIpaXKEHHEM yrkaca Ha JIULE.

— 3Haro, — Mpa4HO oTBeTHJI 3. — M, Bo M l'ocniona, UX Hy»XHO ocTa-
HOBHTb. [loTOMY UTO OHM HampaBJIAIOTCS NPAMO B an!

51 orronkHyn Yusnia B CTOpOHY, OTKMHYJI IOJIOT IIarpa W BbUIE3 Ha-
PYXY, SBHO BOBpeMs, MOTOMY YTO Ipymnma GaiMepoB yxe pa3dupalia
Ham marep. OHM OTBA3aJIM HATAHYTbie KaHAThI, ¥ LIaTep BOJIIIEOHBIM
obpazomM cnoxuwica. OauH U3 6aliMepoB BCKUHYJI €TI0 Ha IUIEYH, OCTallb-
Hble COOMPaI NMOCTENNbHEIE IPHHAMIEXKHOCTH M MEJIKHE Beluyky. Bee
5TO OHHU MOOpOcany Ha PackadyrBaIOIYIOCS KOP3HHY C KOJlecaMH, B3s-
JIUCH 32 OINIOOJM U TIOKaTHIIM QYProH.

He60 Han ronoBamMu oclienurenbHO, 6€3yMHO CBEpKaJio. OTO HaBep-
Haka 6su1a [lecras SpkocTs.

96



A mouckan Opo Tapkupa, HO OH
yKe ye3KaJl BO IIaBe CBOEro Iule-
MeHH. [locenieHne CIOXHIM U yBO-
3HJIK; €r0 CJIOBHO U He CYIIECTBOBAJIO
TyT, a OBUIM TOJIBKO KOpP3HUHBI-QYp-
TOHBI, U GaliMepBI C TOPXKECTBEHHBIMH
JMLIaMH, WOYIIUMH BCJEI 3a THraH-
TOM, HAIPaBJIOLIMM CBOH CTOIBI K
caMOMy SpKOMY, CaMOMy IUIaM€H-
HOMY MECTY Ha FOpH3OHTe.

— Opo Tapxun! — 3akpuyan s, 10-
THaJ ero |, 3a/1bIXasch, MOLLeJ PAJIOM,
CTapasich NMPHUCTIOCOOUTHCA K €ro HIM-
pOKOMY HIary.

OH mocMoTpen Ha MEHs C BBICOTHI
CBOEr0 pocCTa M, Ka3aJioCh, KaKOe-TO
BPEMS IBITAJICS TIOHATD, KTO 5 TAKOH.

3areM HEXXHO MOJIOXKWI PYKY MHE Ha IUICYH.

— Bpems npuiuio, — THXO cKazan OH. — MBI JOJDKHBI HATH. DTO Mpo-
HCXOIMT KaXKIble CEMHANIATh JIET IO HalleMy BpeMeHH. MbI Bceraa
kouyeM — k Kpato. — On npuocranoBwics, nomuinen Ha Kpaii, u mue
NOKa3aJioch, YTO MO €ro JULy npobexxana BOJIHA CTpaxa, HO CTpaxX TYT
e HcYe3, M OH CEPhE3HO CKa3all: — Bel MoxeTe NoiTH ¢ HaMH.

— Ho Bam Henb3s yXomuTh, — 3a[IbIXasch, ckazan 1. — S He MO3BOJIO
BaM. BrI mpocto He noHumaere. Ha 370ii niaHeTe BIacTByeT AbABONb-
CKas CHJIa, 3aCTaBJIAIOLIAs Bac JENarh... YK M He 3Halo, 4To. Bel unere
HaBCcTpe4y rubenu!

OH nmonroe BpeMs Lnaraji, HU4ero He ropops. M cMorpen oH He Ha
meHs, a Ha Kpaii. KonoccanbHeiii Glieck COTHEYHBIX BCIIOJIOXOB, Ka3a-
JIOCh, 03apsiJI €r0 KaKOHM-TO BHYTPEHHEH AYXOBHOCTHIO.

3areM OH B3MaxHYJ PyKOM, CIOBHO NIPUBETCTBYS ¢ TPUOYHBI cOOpaB-
IIMXCS HA MUTHHT.

— MBI uzeM, — TOpKECTBYIOLIE NPOrpeMen ero rojoc. — Mbl ueM — K
Hauwtetl cyovbe!

A BOJIBIIE se mor nepxatbes psgoM ¢ HUM. S orcran. S cen Ha
OnvokaiIui KaMeHb M CO BCXJIMIIAaMU BAbIXaJl BO3AYX, UyBCTBY, KaK B
rPyad y MEHS TOPUT OrOHb, CJIOBHO TaM ObUT aJl, K KOTOPOMY OHHU Ha-
NpaBIIHCE. 51 cupen U CMOTpe1, Kak OHHM YXOIAT, KaKk OBICTPO yMEHb-
waroTcs Ha (oHe KackaloB cBeTa Ha Kpae.

VU1 forHan MeHs M CXBaTWI 3a IUIeYH.

— To1 He mo#aems ¢ HUMH, CHAL, — XPUIUTO NPOLIENTAT OH.

OH OyKBaJIbHO MOTAUIMJI MEHSA 0OpaTHO K Kopaliro, MOTOMY 4YTO B
rOJIOBE y MEHS IylIbCHPOBAJM HOYHBbIE KOLUMAapHBIE MBICIH, U YHIUI
qyBCTBOBaJ 3T0. Ha kopabne Yunn 4yTh JIM He CUJIOH BIMI MHE B POT
YammKy Koge, poIobKas MeNnTaTh XpUILTBIM, COPBAaHHBIM T'OJIOCOM.
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— MBe1 ynetuM ¢ rianeTsl, CHll, IOTOMY YTO CKOPO 3aKOHYMM PEMOHT
Kopabs.

Kode, ommapuBmmii MHe ropraHp, HEMHOTO MEHS ycrokown. S
B3IIAHYJ Ha Jpyra, YCMEXHYJICS M IOXJIoNal ero no rwiedy. ['y6sl ero
3apoxkaiy. BeposTHO, eMy Ka3aloch, 4TO 1 yxKe MOTrH0.

— 51 He Gaiimep, Y1, — ckazall s ¢ YCMEIIKOH, IS eMy NpSMO
B mmaza. — Ho, bora paau, korma Thbl HayuyMIIbCs XOTh HEMHOTO
raJaHTHOCTH.

I'maza ero 6e3HagEe)KHO MOTYCKHEIIH.

— Omut [lronpe, — npobopMoTalt OH.

— Ja, Omut Jlronpe, — KUBHYII s, ycMeXasch, YTOOBI IT0Ka3aTh €My KTO
I1aBa 9To# skcneauimu. — Ceifuac Mbl He CTaHEM 3aKaHYHMBaTh PEMOHT.
V Hac elnie eCTh TOIUITMBO BO BCIIOMOTaTeIbHBIX ABUrarteniax. Ero xsarur,
4TOOBI AECATH pa3 o0seTeTh 3Ty IaHeTy. Caauce 3a MyabT U MOAHUMAMH
kopabisis! Mbl OTIIpaBiisieMcs Ha IOMCKHU, YTO OBl TaM HU HAIIUIH. . .

VYumn, pazymeercs, ObUT yBEpeH, UTO MBI JIEHCTBYET IO TMITHOTHYE-
ckomy Benenmio CoHpara. Jla s 4 caM He ObUT yOexIeH, 4To MBI Jeii-
CTByEM CaMOCTOATENIEHO, HO 3TO MEHsS He OCTaHOBHWJIO. JTO HY>KHO
6BLT0 crienath. A, KpOMe TOro, y Hac BCe XK€ OCTaBaJlach elle Kakas-To
cBOOOIIa BOJIH, ITOCKOJIBKY S BeNlesl YWILTY JIeTeTh B HalpaBJIeH!H, IPO-
THBOIIOJIOXKHOM TOMY, Kyzia yuuiy 6aiiMepsl. S XxoTesn momy4iie u3y4nThb
MPHUTOHYIO JUIA XKWIbS CTOPOHY IUTaHeTsl BynkaH M mocMmotpers, 3a-
TPOHYTBI JIM 3TUM CTPAHHBIM XKEJIaHHEM KOueBaTh WM ApPYTHe IUIEMeHa
OaiiMepoB.

3a cnemyrolye TpY Yaca Mbl yOSUIHCh, YTO KOYEBaTh OTIPABUIUCH
Bce. Ilpuroaxoe 1 KM3HM NOTy1IapHe IUTAHETh ObLIO MOTHOCTHIO IM0-
KHHYTO. MBI BHI€/T MHOTOUHCIIEHHBIE KOCTPHUIIIA Ha MECTaX JlarepHbIX
CTOSIHOK, KOTOpbI€ YKa3bIBaJId, YTO 3TO IOJyLIapUe COBCEM HeIaBHO
65bU10 3aM0NHEHO GeCYMCIIEHHBIMHU ITIEMEHAMH.

M&lI JleTenH LIMPOKHUMH 3Ur3araM, U B FOJIOBE Y MEHS BO3HHKIIA He-
BEpOATHAs Uzes. Sl HauepTws AuarpaMmy, Ha KOTOPO# ykasas pacrosio-
JKEHHE BCEX BCTPEYCHHBIX HaMu Jlarepeii. Jluarpamma okasanack 60mb-
IO M CIOXKHOHM. A 3aTeM Mbl HarHaJIM U CaMH KOYYIOLIMe IJIeMeHa,
OecuucneHHple IPYNNbl KOTOPBIX PACTAHYIHCh Ha paBHHHE BlaJieke
JApYT OT Apyra. PacnionoxkeHue 3TUX IpyIin s Toke MOMECTHII Ha CBOIO
Auarpammy. :

JuarpamMma nokasana, 4ro KakAas rpynna nepeMelianach no Inps-
MO¥ JIMHHH, U BCE€ 3TH NPSIMBIE CXOAMIIUCH B OHO MECTO Ha FOPH30HTE.
Bonpuie s He TpaTWn NOHampacHy BpeMs, BBICTpauBas JHarpaMMBL.
VYunn HanpaBun kopabnp BIONb JMHUM IBIDKEHHS OJHOHM M3 rpymi,
npsimo kK Kparo, k Bomue6Hoit Cropone. Spkocts ycuimBanack, cra-
HOBMJIACH aJICKM MHTEHCHBHOMH, M s y>K€ CTaJl OIacarbcs, YTO BOT-BOT
3aKkpbIToe IUIaHeToi ColnHIle BBICYHET HEBHIHOCHMO SPKHI U JKapKuid
KOHYHK u3-3a Kpas.

Touxa Ha Kpato, k koTOpoii HampaBisics Haml kopabiie, MpeBpaTH-
Jach B OTPOMHBIH, yCTpeMIIeHHBIH B HeO0 GoHTaH OrHs, 0OpaMIIEHHOTO
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obnakamu apiMa. Ilouteres Gimike, s B3NIHYN Yepe3 GOTOYCHIHTEND U
BHE3aITHO BCE MOHSL.

— Bynkan! Oto BynkaH, 0 KOTOPOM YIOMHHAJIa B CBOEM COOOILIEHHH
Onut Mronpe!

Ja, 510 nmeiicTBUTENBHO OBLT BYJKaH, He IUIaHETa, a OTHeIbIIIamas
ropa. 1 Ha kpyThIX CKJIOHAaX 5TOH KMIIALIEH ropsl Mbl YBHIENH TPH
rpynixu 6alimMepos.

Ha cxiione BynkaHa, Ha CTOpOHE, IPOTHUBOIIONIOXKHOM TOH, B KOTOPO#
LIUIO U3BEpXKEHHE, COTHU OaliMepoB, MpHUBA3aB K CIIMHAM CBOE UMYIIle-
CTBO, MPOOUPAIUCH BHYTPb YXKaCHOH ropsl. Buymps gynkanal

Vunn nosen kopabnb obparHo oT ocnenurensHoro Kpas, a s apo-
KAIMMH NaJIbLIaMH YEPTHJT Ha KapTe JIMHUM, OTMEYasi KOYeBbIe ITyTH
ieMeH Oafimepos. Bce oHM cXoaumHch U 3aKaHYMBAITMCh Ha ByNKaHe.

— ITocMoTpu-Ka Ha 3T0, — XPHUIUIO cKa3an i Ywury. — Yo 310 Tebe
HallOMMHAET?

OH nomurain.

— JIuHMM MarHUTHOTO TOJISA?

— ThI coBepieHHO NpaB, — KMBHYJ 5. — MarautHoe none! Bynkan
HaXOIUTCs Ha CEBEPHOM MarHUTHoM nomoce. M Bce nemeHa 6aiimepos
HaINpaBIIAIOTCA K HEMY T10 MAZHUMHBIM CUTOBbIM TUHUAM!

11

BYJIKAH BYPHO wussepraincs. S nonpocun Ywina nmocaguth Ko-
pabib Ha BBICTYN CKJIOHA TOpbI, BO3/I€ TOrO MecTa, rae GaiiMepsl Hey-
KJIOHHO BJIMBAJIMCH BHYTpPb. Y YHilia GnecTeny Ha Iia3ax ciesbl.

— Trl Bce paBHO HUYEro He MOXKEIUb ClIeaTh Ul HUX, — IIPOILIENTal
oH. — Y Huuero He Mokewub caenars i Omut dronpe. [a Tol npasa He
MMeellb JKepTBOBaTh HAIUMMHU XXU3HAMHU paju 3Toro!

Pyku ero apoxanu, Ho kopabib omycTWiIcs nouty 6e3 Tonyka u 3a-
ApoXKajl Ha BBICTyIIE YyTh BBIIIE OTPOMHOM 3USAIOMIEH ABIPHI, BeAylueH
BHYTpb BynkaHa.

Sl paccMarpuBall ropy ByJKaH uepe3 WUTIOMUHATOp. Y Hee ObL10 1Ba
OT/ZIeJIEHHBIX APYT OT Jpyra Kparepa. JIaBy KakuMH-TO CyIOpPOXHBIMH,
pHIFalOIMMU ABWKEHUAMHU M3Bepran naapHuil. Oronb, AbIM, menen
CTON0aMH JIeTeNN BBBICH, COPEBHYACH C TMOJOTHHUIIAMHM CBETa U MpO-
uumu 3¢ dexramu Connua, uapsiero 3a Kpaem Ha npyrom nonymapuu
nna”eTsl. Sl HEeMHOro NoayMai U MOHAJ, YTO HYXKHO CHIeNarh.

51 6pocunt Yuiuly KOCTIOM W 3aCTaBW HaJeTh €ro, B TO BpeMs Kak
HaTATUBaN Ha ceOs TakoM »xe. 3aTeM MbI IOKUHYIIH Kopabilb, [OCIIE Yero
s pazaeuHyn JlectHuiy MakoBa, 3akperieHHYIO CHapy»XH Kopabns, u
MBI IIOJIE3JIM 110 HeH B Kparep. Mbl HOIHHUMAHCh BIOJb CTEHBI U 100pa-
JIUCh, HAKOHEll, 10 U3BMJIMCTOrO yCTyNa, Orubaroliero Kparep 1 HHc-
XOIIAILETO BHYTPh HEro. OTUM IyTeM LIUTH BHYTpb Oatimepsl. [lenen u
MICKPBI I0’KAEM NPOJIMBaINCh Ha HaC.

— Thl... THI Xouemib, YTOOBI 5 MOCHEIOBaN 3a TOOOH Tyna, BHH3? —
crpocun YW, IOKa3biBasg BHYTpb Kparepa ApoxKamied pyKoH.
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— Ja ner, Yumn, — ycMexHysnca 1. — Ecnu xodeuis, To ocraBaiics,
TONBKO HE CIH 374eCh. S cymnych u ononero ero cam. I1oka, oka. S eme
BEPHYCB.

51 nones no Jlectanue Hakora BHU3, JoOpancs A0 KPOMKH Kparepa,
a yepe3 MUHYTY YK€ MPOTHCKHBAJICS MUMO (NIETMaTHYHO TUIETYHIUXCSA
GaiiMepoB co cTpaHHO-TynbiMu JuiamMu. Korna s 611 yxke B caMoH
ryIe KOYeBHHKOB, MEHS JIOTHAN, 3a/IpIXasich, YHUL. OH 6pocun Ha MEeHs
YKOPHM3HEHHBIH B3IV, a 51 IIOXJ0NaJ €ro Mo Iuieyy.

Kaxk 51 1 nogo3pesaii, Murpanus BHyTpb ByJIKaHa Bcera MpOHCXoauiia
npu Hactymenun llecroii Spkoctu. Me1 ¢ Visuiom 6oapo maranu
BHH3 U BCKOpe omnepenuiy apyrux OakimepoB. EquHcTBEHHOE OCBeLe-
HU€E Teneph HaM JaBajii OTOHbKU CTaTHYECKOTO JJIEKTPHUYECTBA, BCIIbI-
XHUBAIOIIME Ha OCTPBIX YIIaX BYJKaHUYECKUX TIOPOL.

Jopora, o kKoTopoii Ml LIUTH, ObL1a pOBHAS U BHIITISAEIIA TAK, CIIOBHO
€€ BBICEK/IH B JIaB€ KAKUMH-TO HHCTPYMEHTaMH.

BHnesanHo oHa pacluMpuiiach, o[ HOraMH 3aXpycCTesl ClaHel, U 5TU
3BYKM OTpakajia 3MsIomas nepen HamH TeMHoTa. Bes mnaHera, kaza-
JIOCh, COAPOrajach BpeMs OT BPEMEHH.

Yun mesn 1no3aay MeHs, NOYTH BILIOTHYIO.

— OTOT Kparep, MO-MOeMY, Toxe coOMpaeTcs HayaTh U3BEprarbcs, —
npobopMoTan oOH.

51 ¢ TpeBoro#l nonroxan Bo3AyX. Pe3ko maxyio cepoil, CIOBHO cep-
HUCTBIH ra3, IMy3bIpsAIIMiicS BHYTPH IUIAHETHI, BCKOPE NMPOpPBETCs Croa
BMecTe ¢ oraeM. Jlaieko HaBepxy CIBIIATIOCH TYJIKOE 5XO TOMOTa HOT
MHOTOYHCIIEHHBIX OaliMepoB. S BApyr cHOBa MPUIIOMHKJI ClIOBa Yiuia
o Congare — uyro CoHpar ynpaeiseT HaMd. ¥l OIHOBPEMEHHO C 3THUMH
BOCIIOMHMHAHMSIMH B TOJIOBE BO3HMK/IA OTHYETIMBAas, 4Yy>Kas MBbICIb!
Houme enepeo! B Lllecmyro Aprocms! S TyT ke moxymai o TOM, 4TO,
Korga Yumn pa3Oyaui MeHs, TO MOe CO3HaHHe BO BpeMsl OecraMsTCTBa
Moo 3a0l0oKHpOBaTh 3Ty KOBapHyI0 komanay. Ho 4ro ona 3Haumna?
Jlnis dero st ObUT Hy>keH 31ech, B epuof Lllecroii Apkoctu, naneko orne-
penuBimii Opo Tapkuna u ero 6aiiMepo? S 61 B KpaTepe, IOBUHYSICH
KOMaH/ie, OTIaHHOH MHE 3a MHOTO 4acoOB J10 3T0ro!

Jpoxs npobeskana y MeHs 10 CIIMHE, 1 HA MTHOBEHHE OCTaHOBMJICS,
ObITasACh coOparbes ¢ MBICIAMH. Mbl JODKHBI BepHYThes. S, CuaHu
XosMelep, AOJDKEH IIPU3HATh, YTO BBIMOJHAIO KOMAaHIbI, OTAAHHBIE
MHE TeJIeTIaTH4eCcKH 49yKuM pazymoMm. S 3abeu1 o Gaiimepax m Daut
Jronpe. .. S nmomen... S xoten nokasars. ..

Jla Hu4erommeHbKH 1 He xoTen!

H B 3TOT MOMEHT 10 ME€Hs AOHECCA U3 KpaTepa CHU3Y IPOH3HTENb-
HBIi1 THEBHBIN KPUK.

— Hazan, BB, anckue raaunsl! Hazan, unave s Opourych B Kparep,
npex;ie yem oymy!..

OTBETOM JTOMY xpuky OpUIM KaKHe-TO ApOXKAIlUe CJIOBa,
HEWICHOpa3ieNbHEIE, OTO3BaBIIMECS MHOTOKPATHBIM 3XO0, 3aCTaBHBIIHE
Hac pa3BepHyTbcA Ha LIMpOKOH Tpore. B Mepualomem cympake, B 1e-
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CSATKe IIaroB HIXKe Hac, Ha CaMOM Kparo NpOIacTy OOpOHCh TP Heslc-
HbIe QUTYPBL. A CHU3Y K HUM OerkallH ellle Be, pa3MaxyBas OPY>KHEM.

— Brepen, Ywun! — 3akpuyann s u 6pocuiics BHH3, He oOpailias BHUMA-
HUS HA TO, YTO MOTY 3aIllHYThCS H PyXHYTh B JKYTKYIO IPONAcTh.

S nobexcan no nepymmxcs U oTopail ofHy u3 uryp. [lapy mMraose-
HHU MHE MPHLUIOCh OOPOTHCS ¢ TUIPHLICH, ONalialonied BO3IyX yKac-
HBIMH 3aBBIBAHUSMM, 3aTeM s TOJKHYJI €€ Ha3ajl, IPSAMO B PyKH YHILLY
¥ OKa3aJicsl mepe]l HarnaaapluuMu Ha Hee. OHM y>ke OBLIH T'OTOBBI CTpe-
JIATB, HO s CpaboTaJl JIOKTAMM, KaK MOPIIHAMH, U cOHI 060MM MpuULen.
[ToromM HaHec OOHOMY yZap rOJIOBOH, M C JIUKHAM BOEM TOT IOJIETEN B
nporacte. TeM BpeMeHeM s CXBaTWi PpyKy Ipyroro, JAepXKallyro IHACTO-
net. OH BeicTpenuil. Pa3ppiBHas nonmymnomnana B MOTOJMOK, — cjiaBa bory,
He MpSAMO HaJl HAIIUMM IoJIOBaMH — U OTIIPaBHJIA IOJITOHHBI KaMHEH
00paTHO B Kparep, OTKyAa OHH B CBOE€ BpeMs U BbLIE3/IU B BUJE JIABhI.

S 6pocun cBoero MPOTUBHHUKA Ha CIIMHY, MEIbKOM YBHUJIEJ €0 MCKa-
*XeHHoe, OopoaaToe JHILIo, a 3aTeM OH 3aXpHIIeN YAapHul MEHs HOTaMH,
M MBI 00a NOKATWINCh MO Kpalo MpONacTH, CTUCKUBas ApYyr Apyra B
OOBATHAX.

[Mozagu mMeHs pesen Yumi, 60psAck ¢ MOMM nopapkoM. BHesanHo s
OCTaHOBWJICS, JIeXKa Ha CTIMHE, U YBUIEN HAJIMTHIE KPOBBIO IV1a3a YHILIA.
JleBy1iIka, KOTOPYIO OH JepKaJl, JIyIuia ero KoJIeHOM I10 XKUBOTY. 3aTeM
VUi HaHec e XOpOLIYIO OIIeyXY, OTOPOCHBIIYIO HOJAJNIbLIE OT Npona-
CTH, U TIOBEPHYJICS K HECYIIUMCS K HaM €Le JBOHM.

S yxe gyman, uto Bce koH4eHo. B nerkux xpuneno. lles yxacHo
Gonena. S 4yBCTBOBA, YTO BOT-BOT yNajy ¢ Kpas B nponacTts. bynbkas,
1 BCE XK€ CyMeJ JOTAHYThCSA U CXBAaTUTh NPOTHUBHUKA 3a nosc. He 3Haro,
KaK, HO f, TIO-TIPEXKHEMY Jie)Ka Ha CIMHE, U3 MOCIIECAHUX CHJI HOMHAI
cBoto Hory Haj coboii. Tak s mepxkan ero, kak I'epaks AHres, oka ero
PYKH He OTITyCTHITH MOIO 1Ier0. Y MeHs POCTO He OBUIO CHIT OTOPOCHTH
ero. Ecnu Gbl 51 910 cenan, To He yaeprkaacs Obl ¥ OKaTHICS B KpaTep
CIIeZIOM 3a HUM.

51 Bupen, kak JeBylIKa 3alleBesnIach, MOJHUIACH HA YETBEPEHBKH,
0003peB JKUBOMUCHYIO KapTHHY, MOMNON3Ja K HaM, NPUAEP)KUBAiACH 3a
CTeHY, a KOoraa AOMoM3a, TO B3MaxHyJla HOroi B TsbkesloM OallMake U
yIapwia Moero npotuBHuKa. [Ipy 5TOM OHa pa3suHyna poT U dyluepas-
Auparolle 3aBu3xkaina. [[pOTHBHHK BhIpBaJICS Y MEHA M3 PYK H MOJeTeN
CJISIOM 32 CBOMM KOMIIaHBOHOM B HezApa Bynkana. Ve oTkynma-To us-
[ajieKa JOHeccs €ro Kpuk... A s Mo4yBCTBOBaJ, KaK YbH-TO PYKH OTTa-
CKHMBAIOT MEHS OT OIaCHOTO Kpas.

ITotoM Yuin noMor MHe BCTaTh Ha HOTH, U s, HAKOHEll, CyMell CAe-
Jath rTy6okuii Baox. ITorom ocMotpencs. Henopaneky neskai 4enopex,
¥ B ropiie y Hero Obuta Oonbiuas asipka. S B3misHyn Ha Yuuia. B ka-
XI0# pyke y Moero 6paBoro muiora 6bU10 MO MHCTOJNETY.

OH TOXe 3abIXacs, JIMIO Y Hero 6bu10 AuKUM. HeMHoro otapimas-
WIKUCh, OH OTZal MHE OIUH ITUCTOJIET.

— Tenepr MBI BOOPYXKEHBI, — TSDKEJIO ABIIA U BBITHPAs pOT PyKaBoOM,
ckazan Ywui. — M3 MoUX OZIMH yneTen B IponacTb, a Ipyroi Bansercs
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MeptBbiii. Jlagno. JlaBaii BEIOM-
parbea orcrona. Ilo kpaiineit mepe,
Tenepb ¢ HaMu Oaut [rompe.

Tonbko Teneps s nepesen B3I
Ha JleBynmky. OHa crosiia, onupa-
SCh HAa CTEHy, Apoxkana, Ipydb €€
BBICOKO B3JbpManiack. OHa cMo-
Tpesna Ha Hac OOJBIINMH CEPBIMH
[1a3aMU C JUIMHHBIMU PECHHLIAMH.

— Bbl cmacarenbHas 3Kcrienu-
usA? — BEIMOJIBMWJIA OHA, KOTZa Jbl-
XaHHE €€ HEMHOIO YCIIOKOMJIOCH.
— Ecnu na, To, mpexxie Bcero, Ham
Jdydqine yoparbcs OTCIOna, Mpexuae
YeM OCTaJbHble INEHKH CTpami-
HOTO CEpOro BOJIKA, OYyXaBIUKCH,
He cOexauch croaa.

OHa oTKkMHyna Ha3al IUTMHHbIE
JIbHSAHBIE BOJIIOCHI Y1, HEMHOT'O ITOBO-
3HMBIIUCEH, 3aKpETIHIa X 32 YIIaMH.
Ilorom orpsixHyna pyku, BbITEpia
CBOHM MCHIa4YKaHHbIe OPIOKH U CHOBA
OTPAXHYJIa PYKH, 3aT€M, MMOLIATHYBLIKCH, BRIPAMUIIACE.

51 cMoTpen Ha Hee BO Bce I1asa.

— Iocmyinaiite, — ckazana oHa, IPHLIYPUBILKCh, — 5 YK€ BHIeNA Ta-
KOM ’ke B3IVIA/L, KaK y Bac, KOTa EeCTh MECSLIEB Ha3ajl NpUeTeNia Clofa.
M cnenmana, uro ckasan 3areM aokrop Po6epro Conpar... monararo, Bel
OyneTte BbIpaXaThes Oosee NOYTUTEINBHO. .. TI0 KpaiiHell Mepe, HaaeloCh.

— Iocnymaiite, — B TOH eii oTBeTHI 51, — 5] CMOTpIO Tak Ha Bac MPOCTO
13 mobonbITcTBa. S He cunTaro ce6s KpEenKHM OpPELIKOM, U 51 CIIBIIA O
BallEi pelyTaliH XKEHIIUHBI, KOTOpas Coco0Ha AepkaTh Ha paccTos-
HUH /1106020 MyK4uHy. S cbimal. ..

— BeI crbimiany, Bbl CIBILIANH, — IEPEPa3HUIIa OHA MEHs, HO CKBO3b
IpA3b U IIOTOKH II0Ta Ha ee JIuLEe MPOoOwIcs crnalblif pyMsHeLl.

Ona nonoxwuna pyku Ha Oezipa, pyKH, BCe HCLiapanaHHble H MOKpbI-
ThI€ 3aCOXIIEH KPOBBIO.

— 51 He cobupaloch CTOAThH 37€Ch U NepedpachiBaTHC KOMILUIUMEH-
TaMH COMHMTENBHOTO COAEpKaHHs, — MpayHo ckasasia oHa. — M urto 5
IIOJDKHA JIeJIaTh Tenephb — crnacarb 6ac?

— JIns Hagyasa Mbl CIIacii Bac, — HAIIOMHMII A €. — A, KpOMe TOTrO, MbI
BOBCE HE CIlacaTellbHas SKCHeAMIUA, Tak 4To, MoJo3peBaro, BaM MpH-
JIETCsI CNacThCs CaMOH.

— Ymo?

51 6picTpeHBKO 0OBCHMI el Bee. S caenan 3To ¢ YIOBOIBCTBHEM.

— Takum o6pa3oM, noydaercs, YTO BBl IPOCTO CIIy4aiHblii dakTop,
nonatHo? Koraa Bel npunere B ceOst, MBI CITyCTHMCSI BHH3.
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OJHMM B3IUVIAAAOM s nonasui B 3apobllie BO3paXKEHUs U IIPo-
TecThl YWIJA.

— Buaure mu, muce Hronpe, — cka3an s, IMsAs B €€ HEAOBEPYHBbIE
masa, — napy AHEH MBI XKMJIH C IUIeMeHeM OaiiMepoB. OTO XOpouIue,
NpOCTHIE JIIO/IY, U 5 HE X04y YBHIETh, kak gokTop Pobepro Connar 06-
MaHeT HX... A OH UX OOMaHBIBaeT.

OHa BHIITIAZENa HEYBEPEHHOM, CIIOBHO HEPBBI, KOTOPHIE OHA JI0 CHX
NOp JiepKana B y3Jie, Ha4alM C/1aBaTh.

— C BaMH NPOM30LIIIO TO K€, YTO M CO MHOM, — XpHIUIO CKa3ana OHa.
— 51 a0 BrKy. Bam B 3anscThe BXKHMBHUIIH TeslenaTHYeCKUi HepB Oalime-
POB, Tak 4YTO Tenepb BbI AeicTByeTe 1o Boie CoHaara.

— A BBl KaK CIIPaBIWINCh C STUM? — CIIPOCHII 1.

OHa nopa>keHHO YCTaBHJIaCh Ha MEHS.

— Hert! Her, 51 He non ero koHTponeM. S cOpocuna 0{HOro U3 ero Jio-
Jeil B IpOMAacThb... OH, KOHEYHO Jice, He Toxenan Obl, 4ToObl 5 caenana
3T0...

51 nouyBcTBOBan OOJierdeHHe, CJIOBHO MHE HalM OTCPOYKY CMepT-
HOT'O IIPUroBOpa.

— Taxk 4To0, pa3Be Bbl caMH He BUIUTEe? — 3aKpH4a 5. — Bel npexymnpe-
AWM HaC B paJJMOCOOOLIEHUH O TeJleNIaTHYECKOM HUMITyJibce. Mbl Obu1n
FOTOBBI, MO3TOMY MOIJIM OOPOTHCS C HUM. A Bbl, KOTZIa NMPU3EMITUIIUCH
Ha IUIAaHeTy, HUYEro 00 5TOM He 3HaJH. ..

OHa pe3Ko CHHKJIA.

— Bri npaBel. HaBepHoe. Ho BbI He MoXeTe 10J1e3Th B 3TO KPbICHHOE
THE3JIO. ..

— CoHpar TaM? — HETEPIIEIMBO CIIPOCHII 5.

OHa ycraso 3aKkpslia [71a3a, a 1 cMoTpeln Ha 3auTt iorpe u BUaen He-
BEPOATHOE 3peNHLIE, KAKOE HUKOIa HE NIOKa3bIBAJIU 10 TEJIEBUICHHUIO.

Ona Gbl1a OKpPBITa MPA3BIO, IIOTOM U KPOBBIO C HOT' JIO TOJIOBBI, OmTy-
3Ka ee OblIa pa3opBaHa, HO OHa BCe paBHO ObLiIa Yapyrole MpeKpacHa.
Omur lorpe, koTopas Morjla NPOTHBOCTOSATH YENIOBEKY WM JAParhCs
pAZIOM C HUM JI0 TIOCJIeTHEH KalllM KPOBH, U KOTOpasi MOIVIa CIIPaBUThLCS
C €CTeCTBEHHbIMU >eHCKMMH craboctsamu. IlpaBna, masa ee Obutn
BJIQXKHBIE, KOI71a OHA CHOBA B3IVIsHY/a HAa MEHS.

— Kaxcercs, Bbl nelicTBUTENBHO coOMpaeTech caenarh 3To, — mpobop-
MOTaJia OHa. — Bbl XOoTHTEe NOHTH Tyaa U NOKOHYUTH ¢ COHIATOM H €ro
JIOIBMH. .. CAeNaTh TO, YTO AOJDKHA Oblna cenarb s, — C rOpeybio J10-
6aBuna oHa. — Ho s 6p11a Tam, ¢ CoHaaTom, KOTOpBIH BCE BpeMs Jianall
MeHs, )KMBOTHOe. BBl xoTHTE, YTOOBI 1 BepHynack Tyaa? S mozy Bam
MIOMOYb.

—IlpekpacHo...

Yunn Kappucr 6e3Hage)xHO MOCMOTpeN Ha Hac, 3aTeM Ha CBOH IH-
CTOJIET, U IPOCTHO BHIpyrajcs.

— Torna unemre, — npoBopyai oH. — Bnepen!

Opnut [lronipe nua Mexxy HaMH. MHUHYT JecsATh MBI CITyCKITHCh B
Kpartep, 3aTeM OHa B3sJIa UHHLIMATHBY Ha cedsl, 4TO-TO LIEMHYJIa U BHE-
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3aIHO MOTAaIMIIa Hac 3a CKaJTy, B OOJIBIIYIO Melepy, KoTopasi BHE3aIHO
pa3IBHHYNACh Neped HaMH.

Orta nemiepa ObU1a HIYEM HHBIM, KaK €CTECTBEHHBIM ITy3BIpEM, CO3-
JaHHBIM BYTKaHUYECKHMHU ra3aMH BO BpPeMs OJHOTO M3 W3BEPIKEHUH.

BresamnHo pa3gaiics KakOW-TOT 3BYK, CJIOBHO B3[JOXHYJI HEBEPOATHBIN
TUTaHT, a I10J1 Y Hac MO/ HOTaMH HEMHOTO IOJHAJICS, HO TYT e onai. S
CXBaTHIICA 32 BBICTYTAIOIINH U3 CTEHbI KAMEHb, YTOOBI COXPaHUTb PaB-
HoBecue. Ho Bce TyT ke 3aKOHYHIIOCH.

— Takoe npoucxoaut Bce BpeMs, — ckasana Oaut onpe. — Ho y
CoHpiata eCTh ONBITHBIA BYJIKAHOJIOL, KOTOPBIH YTBEPHKAAET, YTO STOT
Kpartep By/KaHa He CKJIOHEH K U3BEPKEHMAM. YcTpauBaiTecs! 310 MOH
JIMYHBIA IMy3bIPb... S CaMa Hallla ero. A noJx HaMd U BOKpYT — BooO1e
BCS TEPPUTOPHUS YTHIKaHA COTHIMH NOJOOHBIX ITy3BIpeH. DTO M €CTh HM-
nepusa Conpara. O MoeM Iy3bIpe HUKTO HE 3HAET, MO3TOMY 5 CMOIJIa
MOCJIaTh PaJUOCOOOIIEHHE.

OHA OCTAHOBMJIACH y cBeTs1erocs BbICTyIla CKalbl, ¥ 51 yBU-
J€J1 Iy TaHUIly PaAMOJIaMIl M [IPOYEro YILTPABOJIHOBOrO 000PYAOBaHHS,
COEIMHEHHOT0 caMbIM 6e3yMHBIM 0Opa3oM. YibTpapaauocTaHuys!

— 41 cama cobpaina ee, — HeOpexXHO CcKa3ana JeBymka. — [leranu mne-
peTaiMIa 1o oxHo# co cxiana Conpara, a cobpana Bce 31€ch. IT0 Moe
yKkpbiTHe. — OHa MaxHyna pykoH Ha JIpyrHe BBICTYIBI, 1 Mbl YBHAEIH
CTOIbI KOHCEPBHBIX OaHOK, Tapenku M mpouyio nocyny. — MHoraa, —
nponospkana Iaut Jronpe, — MHe XodeTcs yoexarh XOTh Ha BpeMs OT
TONIBI BO30Y>KICHHBIX, JIaMaloIKX MeHs HIHO0TOB. — OHa nepenepHyna
wtedamu. — Ho 3a MHO# Bce BpeMsi TacKaMCh BOOPY>KEHHbIE NTApHH, TaK
YTO MPUXOIWIOCH HATH Ha BCAKHE YIOBKH, YTOOBI CMBITHCS OT HHX....
A 3arteM, BCETo NMIIb Yac Ha3aj, 1 oOHapyXXHia, 4TO U3 3TOro My3bIps
€CTh €CTEeCTBEHHBIH Npoxox B kparep. Ho Tam MeHs yBUIenu 4eTsipe
ronopopes3a CoHnara U GpOCHINCH B NIOTOHIO 32 MHOH. OcTanbHOE BB
suaenu. He mymaro, uto CoHaaT yxe 3HaeT o mpouciuemiem, 6onee
9YeM BEpPOATHO, YTO OH €lle HUYero He 3HaeT. TaMm 4To uaemTe Janblie.

OHa moBeJia HaC K MPOTHBOIIOJIOXKHOM CTOpOHE ITy3bIpsi. Mbl ¢ Yu-
JUIOM HEOCO3HAHHO CTYyMNaJM Ha Lipinoykax. Benps BHu3y Ob11 CoHpar!

Ja, oH 6611 BHU3Y. DMt Jlfonpe cMaxHyIa MopoIKooOpa3HyIo JIaBy ¢
1I0J1a B Iy My3BIpsi, OTKPHIB ABIPKY BEIHYHMHOM ¢ IMa3. S misHy! B Hee,
Uy MEHs NepexBaTWo JbixaHue. BHu3y Obu1 apyro#, ropasno Gonee
OTPOMHBIH Iy3bIph, OCBEIIEHHBIN OFOHbKaMHM CTaTHYECKUX Pa3psIoB.
B onHoit cTene my3bips ObUTH BIpe3aHbl meuiepbl B GopMe KOMHAT, U
rpynmna 6aiiMepoB ¢ TyCKJIBIMH [T1a3aMH paboTana TaM, BbIpaBHHUBAs MO
Y TONUpys CTEeHBI. B 07iHOM U3 4aCTHYHO 3aBEpLICHHBIX KOMHAT S yBH-
JIeJI MacCy CTPaHHOTO 00OPYHAOBaHHS.

Papom ¢ auM cunen Conpar. 51 oT4eTNIMBO BHEI €TI0 TOHKOE, HEPBHO
MOZICPTUBAIOLIEECs JIULIO U A3BIK, TO U €0 OGNU3bIBAIOIINK CBETIBIC
ycukd. Ha BHcKkax ero ObutH 3aKkperuieHbl KakKHe-TO 3JIEKTPoasl. A pyKH
paboTaiiy ¢ peocTaroM, SBHO HACTPaMBas KaKylO-TO CXEMY.
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Heckonpko yenosex CoHpara HaXoawiuch psaaoM. OUeBUIHO, OHH
OXpaHsJIM cBoero 6occa ¢ ero 00OpyIoBaHUEM, U OMHOBPEMEHHO Clie-
JIAITH 32 TeM, Kak paboTtarot 6aiiMepsl. S OTMETHII UX CTPaHHYIO HEPBO3-
HOCcTb. OHM He CTOSJIM Ha MeCTe, a Bce BpeMs NlepeMeIallCh, CTPAHHO
MOATPBIrABas, TOYHO NTULEL. Y ofHy 3a npyroi Kypunu curapetsl. Mx
JIMLA OAE€PTUBAJIUCD, & BCE ABWMEHHs ObUIY IO-NTUYBH OTPHIBUCTBIMHU.
Onu OyKBaTbHO Oy pIHIM U M3BEPraJii SHEPTHIO TOYHO TaK XK€, KakK BYJI-
KaH HaJl HAMHU H3Beprai JaBy.

51 Me[UTeHHO MOAHAJICA U BOIPOCUTENBHO B3MIAHYN Ha Onut Jlromnpe.

OHa noxkaJia rie4aMy ¥ HeBecelo ybIOHyIach.

— Oro panexko He Bce, Cumnedd Xomnmeliep... HaBepHoe, s Mory
Ha3pIBaTh Bac mpocto Cuanu. EcTe M apyrue mysbIpy, U OHU IOJHBI
GaiimepoB-paboB. Buaure nm, GaiiMepsl SBIAIOTCS HHCTPYMEHTaMH
Conpara. CoHIaT NOHMMAET, YTO HHYEro He BEPHETCS Ha 3eMIIIO WM
mobyio Apyrywo ookutyro riaHery. [losToMy oH cobupaercss co3narh
3mech, Ha Bynkane, cBoro umnepuio. S qymato, ero uiest COCTOMT B TOM,
4TOOBI C/IeNaTh MeHs CBOEH KOPOJIEBOIA. .. 2, MOXKET, OH CTaHEeT Ha3bIBaTh
MeHs KaK-TO MOo-ApPYroMy, y>k ¥ He 3Hato. Koponesa Onut, — 3agymunBo
MPOTSHYNa OHA H yCMEXHYNAach.

W, xaxxetcs, BriepBbIe S UCIBITAT KaKHe-TO YYBCTBAa K 3TOH CTpaH-
HO JieBy1ke. YTo-TO CKajlo MHE ropiio, a rojioBa Clerka 3akpyuiach.
JomxHo OBITh, OHa 3aMeTHIIa YTO-TO B MOMX IM1a3ax. Mexxay Hamu npo-
CKOYMJIa KaKasi-TO HCKPa, K KOTOPOii He MMeJM HUKaKoe OTHOLIeHHe Oy-
LIyIoIye 31ech MarHuTHbIe Oypu. U koraa ee mieku cierka 3apenuch,
s 3HaJI, YTO 3TO He OT THEBa, a OT YIOBOJILCTBUA, KOTOpOoe OHa 6e3y-
CIIEIIHO MbITANACh CKPBITh.

— OTO0 y Hero TaM TelleNaTU4ecKas MallMHa, — CKa3ajia OHa, OTphIBas
MeHs OT CTPaHHBIX MBICIIEH O BONIEOHOH cTpaHe, B KOTOPOH JKHMBET
Onur.

— Tenenaruueckas... — Ha4aJl ObUIO A M TYT XK€ 3aMOJTYall.

Koneuno xe! Hu oguH 4enoBeK He MOXXET BJIAJIETh TAKOH CHIIOH,
4TOOBI «OOPaTUTH» MOCPEACTBOM THITHO3a B CBOIO JDKUBYIO PEUIHIO
TBICAYM MY>KYUH M XKeHIUH. He Moxer... 63 MoMOLIY TEXHUKH.

— Tak 3Ha4HUT, OH UCTIONIBE30BAJI TENIENATHUECKYIO MallIMHY U Ha 3emite,
— MEJIIEHHO IIPOroBOpUII 1.

OnuT HeOPEXKHO KUBHYIIA.

— JloBkwmii napens atot Pob6epro Conpar. V 3emnu, kak U y Bynkana,
ecTh MarHuTHoe mose. Tonpko y 3emimu oHO ropasno ciabee. Jlromu,
HaxopsAUMecs noi BJIMsAHHEeM MamuHbel CoHzJaTa, yCHIHMBAIOLIEH ero
TeJlenaTiyeckie W TUIMHOTUYECKHE CIOCOOHOCTH, MOTYT BBIMOIHATH
moGble MpUKa3sbl, BIUIOTh A0 camoybuiicTBa. CoHnar xe paboTa pyka
06 pyky ¢ npodeccopom bopmxem. bopmxk Toxe 3mecs. OH 1 u300pen
3TY MalIHHY.

— A Ha BynkaHe MaiuuHa, BepoSTHO, paboTaer Jiyuile, — BCTaBHII 1.

— Pazymeerca. Conpnar 3Haet, yto BynkaH paHo unu nosaHo Oyner
OTKPHIT KOCMOPa3BeIYMKaMHU, MO3TOMY XOYET YBECTU IMOJ 3€MIIIO BCe
MECTHOE HacelleHHE U 3aCTaBUTh UX CTPOUTH CBOIO Iy3bIPHKOBYIO HM-
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nepuro. I camu Bugure, 6aliMepsl HE MOTYT 3TOMY CONPOTHBIIATHCH,
U Bce, cJIoMs rosioBy, 6eryT k BynkaHy CoHpara. S 3nHaro Galimepos, s
JKHJIa C HUIMH HECKOJIBKO MeCALEB JI0 TOro, kak COHZaT BKJIFOYMIT CBOIO
IBSBOJBCKYIO MalMHy. Beskuii pa3, kak HaunHanack lllectas SApkocts,
OHM CHHMAJIHCh C MECTa U KouyeBaiu. baiimeps! xopomuii Hapon, — 3a-
KOHYMIA OHA.

Jo cux nop MomyaBIMi YHIUT pe3Ko MOBEPHYIICS K HEH.

— OTOT ByJIKaH CTOMT Ha CEBEPHOM MarHHUTHOM IIOJIOCE IUIAHETHI, —
CKa3aJ OH. — A Tenenaruuecke BOJHBI PaCIIpOCTPaHSIOTCS BIOIb Mar-
HUTHBIX CWJIOBBIX JIMHUH.

OnuT ynbIOHyNnach emy.

— Bce BepHO, npod. B HexoTopoM cMbiciie, 6aiiMephl SBJIAIOTCS JKU-
BBIMH MarHUTHBIMH NoNsMH. Ho He Kak skene3Hble ONHIIKY, ITOTOMY YTO
OaliMepsl NEPEABHTalOTCS [0 TEJCTIaTHYECKHUM CHJIOBBIM JIMHHAM. A
celiyac 3TH JIMHUM BEOYT UX B ByJIKaH!

51 cHOBa B3MIAHYN Ha JbIpKy B moiy. Omut Jlonpe pazouyapoBaia
MeHs. Eif HaBepHiAKa NMPUXOAMIH B TOJIOBY MBICIH BBICTPENIUTH B OTY
npipky. Ho npipka Gbuia cvmkom Mana. ITyns 3actpsna 6bl B Held, a He
nonana B CoHpara. A mocie BbICTpeNna ee IMy3bIph OBICTPO HalLTH OBl
H...
K Tomy ke, MHE MelIany AyMaThb €€ CI0Ba, KOTOpbIE MOBEPIIIH MEH
B wok. Umneparop Conpar. [locTeneHHo, ¢ HEBEPOATHBIMH YCHIIUSAMY,
S OYMCTHJI CBOIO TOJIOBY OT JIMIIHUX MbIciei. Emie Bo Bpems pasroBopa
¢ Onut [lrornpe s 3aMeTHII, YTO HEPBHI €€ CTONb XKE HAIIPSKEHBI, KaK M 'y
moneii Conpiara. OHa NOCTOSHHO CTUCKMBAIA U OTITyCKAJIa CBOM PYKH.
Tonbko cuioi BOIM OHa Jepikaliach CIIOKO#HO. S HUYero He cka3a eid.
Ho ona npoxunia Ha 3TOH IUIaHeTe HIECTh MECSLIEB, a HEPBHI. ..

Hy, MBI ¢ YiioM To)ke HaXoAWIKCh Ha rpaHu. He Tak, KOHEUHO, Kak
OpUT, HO BCE K€ BIIOJIHE JOCTATOYHO. A €CJIM MBI OCTaHeMCH 3/1€Ch Ha
nonroza?.. Y Tyt B ronose y MeHs NPOCKOJIb3HYNIA OJIHa MbIC/b. A 110-
yeMmy OailiMepbl, IOCTOSHHO XXHMBYILHE Ha 3TOH IUIAHETE, HE UCHBITHI-
BAaIOT TaKylO e HepBHYI0 HcTopuio? Uto naet um ummyHuret? HyxHo
9TO BBISICHUTD.

T'onoc Dnut Jlronipe BepHYNn MeHS K JE€HCTBUTEIIEHOCTH.

—V Bac yxe ecTb iaH aeiicteuid, Cugan? Moe equHCTBEHHOE Npefi-
JOXKEeHHe — MbI JOJDKHBI 3aXBaTUTh TeJenaTuueckuil nepenaruuk. He
cuuTas 3TOro, Bel Oepere HHULMATUBY Ha cebs. Ecnu bl s Obl1a B 31pa-
BOM paccyzke, TO He cTajia Obl BO3BpAIaThCs CIOa C BaMH.

— Ho Bezp BbI HekOTOpOE BpeMs XKHIIH ¢ OaiiMepamH, — ckazai f. — Bel
3HaEeTe, YTO OHU MPOCTOMYIIHbIC — U IeJpHIC.

OHa KpUBO yCMEXHYJIach.

— JlagHO, MOXKETE CUUTATh MEHS TPSAINKOH U Mamield. MHe Bce paBHO.
S moiiny ¢ Bamu. Sl mokaxy BaM, Kak NpoOparbcs BHH3, K ITy3bIpAM.
Bo3MoxkHO, ecny 1 pa3gobydy Mo MyTH MHCTONET, TO IPHCTPEIO KO-
ro-HuOyb U3 moznei Conpara, ¥ Mbl CMOXKeM MPOOUTHCA K Telenaruye-
CKOMY IepeaaTauky cuioi. Unemre!
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Ona nouwta nepBoi, a YWuI HepBHO Imarai 3a MHOW. MbI npobupa-
JTMCh BHU3 N0 KaKOK-TO Y3KOH, 3y0acToM ey, B KOTOPYIO €/iBa CMOIIIH
MPOTHCHYTHCSA. BCHBIMIKKM CTaTH4eCKOro 3JIeKTpUYecTBa Opocaiiuch
OykBanbHO HaM B JiMna. HakoHel, Mbl OKa3aluCh BHU3Y, B MAaJICHBKOM
my3sipe. JleByllika HMIMKHYJA, X MBI C YMJUIOM IPWKAJIUCh K CTCHaM.
Mertpax B nATHIECATH BIIEPEaH TPH AecATKa OaliMepoB OpyIOBaIH IIPH
cBeTe (pakesoB JonaraMu M TaukaMd. OHM pacyMINANIK ITy3BIpH, CO3/1a-
Bas U3 HUX FOIHBIE 1T XKWIbA MOMEIIEHU. S MenbkoM IOAyMall, 4To
MHCTpyMeHThl y CoHllaTa OCTaB/IAIOT XKeNaTh JIyymero. Ecnu 61 y Hero
OBUIH BCE IOCTOMHCTBA Pa3BUTON UBWIH3ALHHU, TO TpeOoBascs Ol MU-
HUMYM ¢u3udeckoii cunbl. Ho 31ech, Ha fanekoi IiiaHeTe, MexaHuye-
CKHe yCTpOiCTBa 3aMeHsU1a rpybas cuia.

Baiimepbl OBHranuchk, Kak >KHBOTHBIE, IPOMKO Lulenias OOJBIINMH
CTYIHSAMH, U Ha MX QU3MOHOMHSAX LIBETa MECTHBIX I'PUOOB HE OTpaXka-
JIoCh HUKaKko#i pabotel Mpiciu. HyTh Moonanp UX CTeperIv ABOE JIIOAEH
Conpara.

S menorom oraan xomanay Yuuty. OH yMonsiolle NOCMOTpen Ha
MEHS, HO s MOBENUTEIbHO MaxHyn pykoH. Mel ¢ Onout lronpe paszo-
LLUTHCH B IIPOTHUBOIOJIOKHBIX HAlPaBICHHUSX.

51 yyBcTBOBaN B Ayl TBEPAYIO YBEPEHHOCTD. JleBYIIKE MPEACTOSIO
oziepkath nobexy HaJ AByMs IOJIOBOPE3aMH, a 3aTeM IPOJIOKHTH cebe
MyTh B CIIEAYIOMIHU# Iy3bIpb, IIe pacnonaranuck nokou Conpara. Lens
ee ObLIa BCS Ha BUTY.

MoskeT, naxce CIMIIKOM Ha BHIY!

51 ycnsiman no3anu ce0s Kakoi-To MOPOX H, CTapasch MPEOONeTh
NaHMKY, XOTeJl pe3Ko MoBepHyThesi. Ho Hora y MeHs nomnaiia Ha me6eHKy
M 1 CKaTWICA BHU3 BMECTE C MOJIyCOTHEH KWIOTPaMMOB KaMHEH, Haze-
JaBIIKX AOCTaTOYHO MHOTO IyMa. I TyT jke BCKOYWJI Ha HOTH, HO Mpo-
THUBHHUK HaJeTeNl HA MEHS M yIapoM B JIMLIO OTIIPaBUI MEHS eLie HIKe,
Ha camoe JIHO My3bIps, MOKpHITOE IIeOeHKOH. S| xoTen moaHAThCs, HO
HaJIo MHO# TIpojieTena pyka ¢ MHCTOJIETOM, PYKOSTKa ITHCTONeTa yaa-
puiia MeHd 1o rojioBe ¥ BceneHHas noracia y MeHS B IVla3ax, Jaxke He
CBEPKHYB 3BE3[J0YKaMH. ..

S OYHVYJICS. Cen. 3areM BCKOYHI Ha HOTM M OECCMBICIEHHO T10-
LIEJI BIOJb CTEHBbI KBAJPAaTHOTO MOMELICHHMS, NIPUACPIKUBAACH 3a Hee,
4TOOBI HE TepATh paBHOBecHe. [10TOM HOrM NMOAKOCHINCH, M S CO CTO-
HOM OIyCTWJICS Ha KaMEHHBIH MoJ, NoBepHyIca U yBunen Yuuia. O
JieXal Ha Moy, ¥ rojioBa y Hero Obuta B 3acoxiued kpoBH. S momons
K HEMY, XpHIUIO BbIKpUKHBas ero ums. S 6osncs, yro o Mepts. He-
CKOJIBKO MMHYT OH M JIe>KaJl KaKk MEPTBBIH, HO 3aT€M 3aCTOHaJl, 3allleBe-
JIMJICS, OTKPbUI IJ1a3a U YBH/IEJ MEHS.

— MB&I y HUX B MJIEHY, — IPOXpHIIEN 1 ¥ MaxHyN pyKOH Ha peuieTKy,
BCTPOEHHYIO B J1aBOBYIO cTeHy. — MbI IuieHHuku Conpara. v bor 3Haer,
YTO MPOMN3OLIIO C JEBYIUKOM.

Vuu1 ¢ TpyaoM NoJHsuIcs |, BECh JIpOoXKa, MPOUIENCS 10 KOMHATKe
KaMEHHBIMHM CTE€HAaMH, KaK 10 Hero cienain s. 3aTeM Moilya cell, ycTa-
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BUBIIKCh TYCKJIBIMH IV1a3aMH B cTeHy. OH HHYero He roBOPHII, HO 5
4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO OH BO BCEM BHHUT MEH:, U HE 3HaJI, YTO CKa3aTh Ha
ero 6e3MonBHbIe 00BHHeHH. OH ObUT MpaB. MBI MPOCTO MAMOTEHL, pa3
ayMmaiy, urto ymHee CoHpara. BeposTHO, OH Bce 3TO BpeMs 3HaJI, YTO
MBI [ieJIaliy. .. KaK ¥ roBopri Y. Eile napa MapHOHETOK Ha HUTOYKaxX
B pykax CoHzara.

51 obeccuneHHO yCHYII. .. H IPOCHYNCS OT APOCTHBIX Borutei. Kto-To,
MOJHAB MEHS HAa HOTH, PeBEN MHE MpsIMO B JIMLO U Oun no mekam. S
BBIPBAJICS, HO cTpaxHUK COH/IaTa TyT e HanpaBHJI HA MEHS MHCTOJIET.

— OH, BBI 006a! — opai oH, ¥ 0TONECKH CBETa Urpajii Ha €r0 MyTHBIX
rna3ax. — Jlok xouer Buzets Bac. llleBemurecs!

IMuHKaMH OH OTNIPAaBHII HAac 4Yepe3 OTKPBITYIO ABEph pelleTKH. Mbl
MOLIH, IaTasCh, MUHYS ITy3bIPb 32 Iy3bIpeM, IT0 KOPOTKUM TYHHEJISIM
— 1Ba 060pBaHLA, I'PA3HBIX, TOKPHITHIX KOPKOH 3acoxiieii KpoBH. A ro-
JIOBOpE3 M033a/IU HAC BCE BPEMs BHIKPHKMBAJI BCIKHE SITHUTETHI U OCKOP-
OurenbHblEe cpaBHEHUs. BpeMs OoT BpeMeHH OH MHHAJl Hac B Ka4yeCcTBE
pasBiieueHus, cOMBas ¢ HOT.

Mp! npoxoawnd MUMO Tpynmn pabounx-6GaiiMepoB. MX oXpaHHHUKH
TOXKE HE YIyCKalld ClTy4Yas yIapuTh WM NHYTh Hac. OHM pXkanu, Kak
JIOIIAJIH, U OKPY>KalOIlUe CTeHBI OT3BIBAIIUCH MHOTOKPATHBIM 3XOM.

Onu HeBpoTHKH, IOBTOPT 5 cebe. I[IpocTo HepBHOOONBHBIE, pa3apa-
JKeHHbIe cKOThl. Ha HUX neHcTBYIOT Oymyronye Ha IUIaHeTe YyA0BHII-
Hble MarHuTHele Oypu. BoT OHHM U MoNB3y10TCs 000 BOBMOXKHOCTBIO,
9T0OBI COPOCUTD U3NHIIKN HEPBHOTO HanpspkeHus. IIposeieHneM sToro
ABJIAETCS UX CKOTCKOEe oOpalieHHe C HaMH.

U Huuero He U3MEHWIOCH, KOT/Ia MBI NIPEJICTATH, HAKOHELl, TpeJt JIH-
oM nokropa Pobepro Conmara. OTkpsitace OBeph W3 KpacHOroO Je-
pEBa, U CHUSHUE CTaTHYECKOTO JJIEKTPUYECTBA OCBETHIIO, JOJDKHO OBITH,
HeJIeIIEeByI0 00CTaHOBKY, HAlIOMHHAIOMIYIO KaOMHET B COBPEMEHHOM
cTonu4yHoM ropoze. CoHIar, O4eBUAHO, CeNall Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOBI
U30TMPOBATh 3TOT KabuHeT oT MarHUTHBIX Oyph. Ho ycnexa Tak u He
nobuncs.

OH BCKOYMJI HA HOTH, KOTJIa Mbl OCTaHOBHWJIMCH II€PE/ €ro CTOJIOM C
IUTACTUIVIACCOBOH KpBILIKOH. B pykax y Hero ObUT JTMHHBIH MyHIIITYK
€ 3a0OKEHHOM CUrapeToi, 0T KOTOpOH MOJHUMAJICA ABIMOK.

— A, KOCMOHABTHI! — 3aKpUYaJl OH IPOH3UTENEHBIM rolocoM. — Tak-
tak!.. Y yto BBI XOTENU caenarb? YHUYTOXUTH MOMX mofei? YOouTsb
ux Bcex? Kak BbI monamnu B TOT my3sIps? [Ipokpainuck ¢ Tonmoii pabos?
Her, 3To HeBo3mMOoxkHO. ] Tpebyto, oTBeTa!..

— Jla He 3HaIO s, — CIIOKOMHO OTBEeTHII 5. — S| HUUero He MOMHIO. MBI
6bLH ¢ GaiiMepaMu. [10TOM MOYEMy-TO OKa3aTHCh OTHHM. 3a0TyaUIIHCh.
51 naxke He 3HaIO, OTKya Y Hac MOSBUIIMCH MUCTONETHL. Bee aTo moxomur
Ha coH. Huuero He noHuMaro. ..

YW XpaHui Ha JULEe DIyIoe BRIPa)KEHHE, HO MO €r0 JIBIXaHHUIO 5
CJIBIIIAN, YTO OH pasragaj npupoxy moero 6ieda. S nertancs 4yTo-HHA-
Oyab y3HaTh OT HHX, HUYEro He pacckasbiBas o cebe. Ho BoT Bompoc —
CKOJIBKO OHH BOOOIIE 3Hat0T?
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— 41... 1 He NOHMMaIO, YTO MPOMCXOIMT, — MPOXODKaN GopMOTaTh 5.
— C Tex nop, Kax...

CoHpar B3BHHYEHHO MPOLIENCS — MIOYTH Npobexxaincs — B3aJ-Brepes
nepesa HaMH.

— Br1 JpkeTe! — 3a0paint oH, ynapus1 MeHs 0 JIHLL, TYT JK€ OTCKOYHII, He
cIrycKas ¢ MeHs [M1a3, OpOCHJI CHrapeTy Ha ITOJT M pa3aBuI ee KablTyKoM.
— BBI TO/DKHBI cKa3aTh MHe, 4TO IMpoucxoauT. S 3acTaBmo Bac paborars
B AecATh pa3 bonpiue Jirodoro GaiiMepa, ecinu He OyneTe rOBOPUTH MHE
npaBxy. MHe naxe He Hy>KHO Oyaer Bac mbITaTh. Sl Bac 3arUMMHOTHU3H-
pYIO H...

— O, Boxxe, ok, — pa3gaincs no3aau Hac 4yeit-to ronoc. — Jla B Takom
HepBHOM COCTOSIHHH BBI U OJIOXY HE 3aTMITHOTHU3HUpYETE.

Sl naxe He IPOTHYJ, YTOOBI HE 1aTh HU MaJIEHIIIero MOBOJA 3aroo-
3PUTh, YTO S Y3HAJI 3TOT rOJIOC.

— KAKOE ITPABO T5I HMeenb BXOAHTH B MO KabuHeT Ge3 pa3spe-
wenus, Oaut! — 3aopan Conpar. — [Touemy TbI npepbiBaeib MeHsA? Tol
’Ke 3Haelllb, YTO He CMeellb MeHs OTpbIBaTh... K ToMy e, s oTnpaBui
cBOMX Jrozeil Ha BeHepy 3a HOBBIM JiekapCTBOM OT HepBoM. BoT npu-
BE3YT €ro, ¥ Bce MpobieMbl OyayT peleHb!.

— UYyms cobauss! Bel yxxe npoboBanu 310 jekapcTBo. Bel He Bbte-
yhTe HU ceOs, HU MeHs — BOOOILIe HUKOTO JaXke 3a MHJLTHOH JIET, €CIIH
MBI He yOepeMcs ¢ STOH IUIAHETHI.

Onmut [ronpe okasajach B IMoJie HALIETo 3peHHs, MpoIuIa No Kabu-
HETY U pacTAHYJIach B MATKOM KpecJe, CKPeCTHB CBOM JUITMHHBIE HOTH.
Ona ObUTa BUIEHHEM YHCTOM KpPacoThl — IPA3b M 3acOXILas KPOBb Ky-
/1a-TO UCUE3JIH, BOJIOCHI aKKyPaTHO 3aKOJIOTHI C33/11, Ha JIULIO HaJIOXKeHa
KOCMETHKa. XOJIOMIHbIE, C JVTMHHBIMH PECHULIAMH T71a3a 6€3 BCIKOro UH-
Tepeca CKOJIb3HYJIH [0 MHE U YHILTY.

— CTOHT JIM pacXoloBaTh Ballly HEPBHYIO SHEPrHIO HAa 3THUX TyNHL?
— mpojpo/bKaia oHa. — OHM BBINIAAAT TaKUMH XK€ ITyNbIMHU, Kak Gaii-
mepsl. Yto Obl OHM HU ClIeNasy, OHH HaXOIMJIHCh BCE BpeMs MO/ BalllUM
KOHTPOJIEM.

— Bort 310 M HemoHsATHO! — Mpoao/mkan OymeBars CoHAar.

JlpoxkaliMy pyKaMH OH 3aker curapeTy. belieHo mBBIpHY Ha non
CropeBUIyIO CIUUKY. M1 B 3TOT MOMEHT KOMHaTa 3arpsciach U Ha MHUT
pacruibUiachk nepen razamMu. CoHpar yxBatwiics 3a cton. Mel ¢ Yun-
JIOM cTapajuch octarbca Ha Horax. K cuactelo, 3eminerpsacenue Obu10
HEOOJIBIINM.

Yenosek, cCHACBLIMI B FOCTEBOM Kpecile, BCKOYII, KOIZia 3TO IPOU30-
11710, €TO TOJICTOE JIMLIO NMOGJIeHENO.

CoHpiaT oBepHYJICS K HEMY, BECh KHIIS.

— Bonean! TeI ke 3aBepsn MeHs, 4To 60AThcs Hevero!

TemHble rma3za BynkaHonora cBepkHynu Ha CoHara ¢ HEOXKHIaHHOH
1HEHaBHCTBIO, HO BBIPAXXEHHE €r0 JIMIA HE U3MEHWIOCH.

— BosThCcd Mo-npexxHeMy He4ero, — CIIOKOMHO CKa3all OH ¥ OITyCTHIICA
06patHO B kpecno. — J[BOWHOM ByJIKaH — pelIKoe SBJICHHE B JIIOOOM MHpe.
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S yxe oOBACHAN 5TO paHbie. MBI MPO3OHAMPOBATIH 3TOT KpaTep Ha
MHOT'O KHJIIOMeTpOB BITyOb. CelicMorpaduieckue uccaeqoBaHus OKOH-
YaTeJIbHO MOKa3aJld, YTO TOT KpaTep HHUKOIZa He OyleT W3Beprarbcs.
On MeptB. Bam Heuero omnacarscsl.

CoHpar BCKMHYJ pyKH M BLENHIICS ce0e B BOJIOCHI.

— Heuero onacarscs? — 3aopai oH. — B To BpeMi, kak 3eMiIi1 cKaueT
Y Hac nojg Horamu?

Bynxaxonor He cBOAMI NpUCTaJIbHOTO B3raa ¢ CoHpara.

— YMepeHHbIe NOA3EMHBIE TOTYKHA BO3HUKAIOT BO BTOPOM Kparepe.
OTHM Iy3BIPAM Y>K€ COTHH THICSY JIeT. S BEICTpOWN JUarpaMMy HX o0-
BaJIOB 32 3TOT nepuon. OHM ObUIH He3HaYMTeNbHblE. DTO HE IUIaHeTa
TpeckaeTcs, Jokrop COHJIaT, a Ballli HEPBHI.

CoHnpar 3arpsccs, HO B3I/ ByJIKaHOJIOra ero yromMoHun. OH omy-
CTWJICS B CBOE KPECJO MO3a[qH CTONA, MOCTABII JIOKTH Ha TIOJIMPOBaH-
HYIO CTOJIEINHHILY U OIyCTIUT Ha Hee JI00.

— B#I npaBel, — cka3all OH BHE3aIlHO CMOKOHHO. — Ham HyxXHO kak
MOXHO ObICTpee HalTH JIeKapcTBO OT HepBOB. — OH FOBOPHII, HE IIOIHH-
Mas rosoBsl. — OXpaHa, OTBEIUTE STHX KOCMOHABTOB K Gatimepam. I1po-
clieiuTe, YToOBl OHM TaM IOENHU M MOCHAIH. A MOTOM MycTh paboTaloT
BMecTe ¢ OaliMepamu. YOupaiirech!

Mb1 ¢ ViuutoM BBILIUTH U3 KaOHWHETa, TpUYeM KPaellkoM Iviasa s yBH-
Jen, kak Omgut Jljonpe NpUKYpHBaeT CUrapery, MONYNpPHKPHIB IVa3a,
NpPUYEM JIeNIaeT TakK, YTO 3TO OOJbIIE IOX0XKe Ha MOAMUTHBAHHUE. 3aTeM
OHa HeOPEXXHO CTPAXHYJIA Tenel Ha KOBep.

Kak Mpbl y3HaIHM nosxke, mpu4yIMBbIH kabuHeT nokropa Pobepro
Conpnara ObUT MOCAEIHUM MPOOIECKOM POCKOIIH, KOTOPYIO MBI YBH-
JIeJIF 32 MOCeAYIoOmMUH Mecsll. Mbl 3aHUMAaHCh QU3HUECKH TKENOMH,
MOHOTOHHO# pabotoii. Kak >xuBoTHBIE. MBI H OTYIIENH, KaK YXHBOTHEIE.
MBI Tak ycTaBally, 4TO, KOIIa HACTyNaJl MepUO CHA, HALM JTHLA 6bUIH
TaKHUMH XK€ TyIBIMH, KaK H y OKpyXalouux 6aiiMepoB. Bmecte ¢ HumMu
MBI IUIETIHCH B OTPOMHBIH ITy3bIph, B KOTOPOM Pa3MeILaJIUCh THICSYH I10-
paboineHHbIX OaliMepoB M OyKBaJbHO IafaiM Ha JIEXKaHKH, MOrpyxKa-
ACh B TSDKEJIbIH, 6€3 CHOBHIAEHUH, COH. MHe ObLIO y>KacHO kalb Yuiia
Kappucra. OH 6bu1 npaB Bo BceM. SI He MMen HUKAKOTO MpaBa BTATH-
BaTh ero Bo Bce 9T0. Y noka TAHYNHCH y>KacHBIE, MyCThie, MOHOTOHHBIE
JTHH, BO MHE KpeIljla YBEpPEHHOCTh, YTO MbI TaK U YMpeM 371ech pabamu
CoHpara, oJt MOBEPXHOCTHIO IUIAHETHI, CaMO CYLIECTBOBAHHE KOTOPOH,
110 MHEHMIO YYEHBIX, ABJIIIOCH MUpoM. DpaHIly3 B NepBOii MOJTOBHHE
JEBATHA/AIIATOTO Beka COOOLIHI O HaOIIOAEHHH TPaHC-MEPKypPHaHCKOH
IUIaHeThl, IpoMenbkHyBIIei Ha ¢doHe ConHua. bonee no3auue uccie-
JOBaTe M HA4ero He OOHapy KWK U MPHUIIUTH K 3aKITI0YEHHIO, YTO MEJTh-
KHYBIIEH TOYKOH MOIIO OBITh OYEpEeqHOE COJHE4HOE MATHO. Morio
NPOMTH ellle MHOTO JIET I0 TOTO, KaK JIIOJH BHOBb OTKPOIOT BynkaH.

MBI TPYIUJIMCD, kak nomanu. CoHaar ObU1 3aHAT npeoOpa3oBa-
HHAEM T'HTaHTCKOM, CJI0XKHOH CETH TelIep-ITy3bIpei B MOA3eMHBIH ropoy.
Caavana BBEIPaBHHBAIM W OYHMINAIM NOM IMy3blpeid. MBI BKaJIBIBAIU MO
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YeTHIPHA/ILIATh YacOB B JCHb, IEPEBO3 HAa PYUHBIX TeJIeKKaX KAMHU U
NaBOBYIO KPOLIKY M3 OJHOTO ITy3bIps B Apyroi. Cuna TshxecTH Ha Byin-
KaHe ellBa JIM JAOCTHrajia YeTBepTH 3eMHOM, HO Bce xke pabora Obuia
M3HYpSIOIIas.

BpeMs oT BpeMEeHH HaM y[aBaioCh YBUJIETh 3aKOHUYEHHBIE ITOMeIIe-
Hus. OueBuano, monu CoHpara cCOBepIIANIM ITOCTOSHHBIE IOJIETHI Ha
ApYyTHe IJIaHeThl M IPUBO3UIIM OTTYAa HHCTPYMEHTHI, IPOIOBOJIbCTBHUE,
CaHTEXHHKY, KOHOULIMOHEPHI U BCE Takoe mpoyee. 3aKOHYCHHBIE KOM-
HaTb! OBUTH y>ke 000pyHOBaHBI, cTOs1a Mebernb, BUCeH 3epkaiia. Pabo-
TaaM KyXHH, paclioNOXKEeHHbIE B LIeHTpe. Tero uis HUX MepeKayuBa-
JI0Ch U3 BTOPOIi IIOJIOBUHBI 3TOr0 ABOMHOTO BYJIKAaHA.

— Ho Bce 310 He ans OalimMepoB, — cka3all MHE BMOJITOioca YW,
KOrAa, 3a/bIXasch, TAIUMWICA MO3agu CO CBOEH Tenexkoil. — OHM Kak
ObLIH, Tak ¥ ocTaHyTca pabamu. Connar cobeper 3/1eCh NPECTYITHUKOB
co Bcex KOHLOB COJTHEYHOM cHcTeMbl. 3TO U Oy[eT HaceleHHe ropoja.

MHe y>ke npuxoauiy B royioBy nogo6Hsie mbicnu. «Umnepus» Con-
JaTa BBICTpaHMBalach, Kak MUPATCKOM roCyJapcTBO, WIEHBI KOTOPOro
CTaHyT rpabHTh U pa3pyLIaTh TOPTOBbIE KOPAOIH U OMMHOKHE 3aCTaBbl.

BpeMs oT BpeMeHM NPOUCXOIUIN HE3HAYUTEIIbHBIE 3eMIICTPSCEHHUS.
WHorna naxke JOCTaTOYHO MOIIHBIE, W3aloIKe rpo3oBoi ryn. Ho my-
3bIPH OCTaBATHCh HEBPEAHUMBIMH, KaK IIPOCTOSIIN yXKE COTHH ThICAY JIET.
U s 6p11 yBEpeH, 4TO MPOCTOAT OHU XOTh MHIJIIHOH. ..

IlepBrie TpH HeneMU HALIMX My4€HUH NPOLIIH 6€3 HHIUAEHTOB. A Ha
ueTBepTyto? Hy, Ha yeTBepTyr0 HezeNmo, MOCKOJIBKY MbI ObUTH JIFOIBMU
¥ MOIVIH NMPOSBIATh MHHULIUATHBY, B OTJIHYHE OT OaiiMepoB, HaM BBIIAITH
crnenraibHble Qakesasl. BHelHe OHM Mano YeM OTIMYaIHCh OT OOBIY-
HBIX KMCJIOPOAHBIX (hakeoB, HO UCITyCKaIM HEBUAUMEIE JTy4H, GoMOap-
AMPYIOIIHUE JIaBy KPOILICYHBIMH YaCTHYKAMH, YUCTO o0pe3as Topyalnue
BbICTYBL. PaboTas mox HabmoaeHueM OXpaHbl, Mbl 00pabaThIBaIH YITIbI
KOMHaT. Y TOMUTeNbHas paboTa, HO BCe ke JTydile, YeM TacKaTh Ta4Ku.

Ha sroii Heperne U1 Hac Mpou3oLLTH U apyrue nepemensl. Opo Tap-
kua! S yxe ycrpowscs Ha HOYb, KOTZA yBHIEN THFaHTCKYIO GUIypY,
NOsIBMBLIYIOCA B ITy3bIpe, BMELIaBIIeMy Thicauu OaiimepoB. OHa moka-
3aj1ach MHE 3HaKOMOi. I THXOHBKO MozoIIes K HEMY M MOATOJIKHYJI TakK,
YTO OH OITyCTWJI CBOIO I'POMAJIHYIO TOJIOBY U YBH/IENl MEHS.

— Opo Tapkug! — 3amenrain 1. — 3o 51, Cuaau Xomnmetiep! Trl ke
He 3a0BUT MEHS. ..

Heyxenu oH Bce 3a0bu1? 5] nmodyBcTBOBaN YKO JKalOCTU K HEMY H
Krydyro HeHaBUCTb kK CoHJiaTy, 6ecuesoBeyHas MallliHa KOTOPOTo Aep-
*ana B TenenaruyeckoM padctse Opo u Teicsuu Apyrux Gaiimepos. Ho
A IPOIOJDKAJI 3BaTh €T0 [0 HMEHH, IBITasACh MIPOOUTHCSH CKBO3b €TI0 XKYT-
kuit TpaHc. Y rasa ero 3amuranu.

— Sl... MOMHIO, — MEJIEHHO MPOTrOBOpUA OH. — Mol Benukui Apyr
Cunam.

— V¥ Hac o6oux 6onpiune npobnemsl, — 3amentain 1. — Bemomau, Opo
Tapkun, BCIOMHH Bce, IOTOMY 4YTO TpsiieT BpeMs, KOrJa TBOW Hapox
AODKEH OCBOOOOUTHCS.
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— V nac Gonbmmme npodieMbl, — TYIO MOBTOPUN OH. — MBI 3a4eM-TO
YIUIH C HAIMX 3eMenb. S1... s He MOHUMAIO. ...

B necsarke marax BnepeaM MOSBUICA OXPaHHHUK, CBEPJIS HAaC HEpB-
HBIM, 6ecrionaHbIM B3ITIAIO0M.

51 roponnueo mennyn Opo Tapkuny:

— ME1 6yneM 60poThes ¢ yKacHBIM 3JI0M, ofonieBIIuM Hac, Opo Tap-
kuz! 3anmomuau Mou cioBa! byne Harotose! bynp HarotoBe! He 3a6niBaii
MeHs!

51 omycTril rosoBy, KOrzia Mbl IOJOUUIM K pa3aade eapl. Basn mucky
6e3BKyCHOro cyma, xi1eb 1 roei 6e3 BCIKOro yAOBOJIBCTBHSA. 3aTeM Bep-
HYJICSL B YTON Iy3bIps, Tl€ CaJd Mbl C YHIUIOM, U B3BOJIHOBAHHO pac-
CKa3aJl IernoToM YWY O BCTpeue ¢ BOKIeM OaiiMepoB.

Yy cuzen, COTHYB KOJISHM U TOJIOKHB Ha HUX ronosy. Korna s 3a-
KOHYMJI paccKa3, OH MOCMOTpe] HA MEHA KaKUMH-TO OOJIbHBIMH IVia-
3aMH, 3aTeM JEpHYI IJIEYOM.

— Ot0 Bce Gecrosnie3Ho, — mpoOopMOTal OH.

— Thl 9TO, Y2Ke chaiicsa? — CIpOCHI 5.

OH PE3KO noBepHyics KO MHE M 3aroBOpWJI HEHUCTOBO, XOTS H
HO-IIPEKHEMY HIEMOTOM:

— Cnanca? Cup, Tel 9YTO, OKOHYATENIBHO craTHI? ThI HE MOHUMAEIh,
YTO MBI YK€ MepTBEI? MBI He CMOXKEM JIONTO Tak Bbiepxkarhb. Eie me-
csla TpH — ¥ Mbl ympeM. HekoTopele 6aliMeps! yxke yMepiu OT roiona
U niepeyTomiieHus. Sl ciblinan, kKak OXpaHHHUKH TOBOPHITH 00 5TOM — 3TH
cyMaciueAluye Ncuxy ¢ MaHued yomiicrBa! Cup, — menTain oH, 3a/bl-
Xasich, — A He COOMparoCh OCTaBaThes 3/1ech. S xouy ybexars, u ybery,
Jake eCJIM Thl He IOHeIs co MHOH. DTO 10 TBOEH BUHE. ..

— Tuwe! — psABKHYJN s U caM HCITyraJjics, yC/IbIIIaB, YTO TOJIOC MO
HEpBHO JIPOXKMT TaK ke, Kak U ero. — Tebe Bce paBHO He yaactcs cOe-
JKaTh, — J0OABHII 1 CKBO3b 3YOHI.

— He ynactca? — On 3106HO0 paccMesiics. — Kaxxaplit AeHs MBI mpo-
XOJIMM MHMO TPEIIHHBI, BeAyIlel B Iy3bIph AEBYLIKH. Sl MOTY IOpKHYTH
TyZa, ¥ HUKTO He 3aMeTuT. IloToM s nogHuMych U3 Kkparepa. ..

— IIpobupasce yepes Tomy HaiiMepoB, HAYIMX BHU3? DTO THI Ha3bI-
Baelllb He3aMEeTHBIM?

— Her, — nactrausan on. — lllecras ApkocTs yxe MuHOBaJIa. MoXelIb
caM npocuts y 6aiiMepoB. OHM MUTPHPYIOT TOJIBKO BO BpeMs Lllecroii u
CenpMoii SIpkocTH, BO BpeMs caMbIX OOJNBIIMX MarHUTHBIX Oyps. Korna
Bynkan nogxonur 6mrke Beero k ConHILy.

A1 nonsn, yro ox npas. Ceityac 6pu1a ToNpko Tpetss Spkocts. Byin-
KaH HaXOJWICA B YEThIpe-IATH MIWUTHOHAX kuiioMeTpoB oT Conxia. Ho
neren Bee Ommke u Ommke. DUt Jlforipe Aana HaM MOACKa3Ky B CBOEM
YIBTPaBOTHOBOM coobmennu. OHa, XOTh ¥ OOpBIBOYHO, pacckazaia oo
opbure. I'on mIaHETHI COCTaBIIA IIe-TO CEMb-BOCEMb AHe. B Gnu-
Jkaimel Touke opOUTHI, B TpeX MWUIHOHAX KuioMeTpor ot ConHua,
MarHMTHOE MoJji€ IUIaHEThl CTAaHOBWIOCh TAKUM UHTEHCHBHBIM, YTO CH-
JIOBblE€ MarHUTHBIE JIMHUU MOIJIH [IEPEHOCUTD TeNeNaTHYeCKUE BOJIHEI,
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reHepupyembie MamuHoi CoHpmara, MEpeHOCHTh TOYHO TaK K€, KaK
MEKTPOTOK OEXHUT MO MEAHBIM MpoBoxaMm. M 3TH cuiioBbie NTMHUH 3a-
craBisid npu Llectoit u Cenpmoit Sprkocti Murpupoars 6aiiMepos.

Bce 510 MBI Yok 3HAH.

B Teuenue nonroit cexyHabl 1 CMOTpeI B [V1a3a YHIIIA, U OH CMOTpE
Ha MEHA B OTBET.

— Thbi cHOBa pacIyCTHIT HEPBBI, — XKECTKO CKa3all i.

— Pacnycrun HepBri? — OH CHOBa W3/1ajl IPOTHUBHBIH, CKPEKEIILy UK
cMeHOoK. — A Kak ¢ 3TuM Jena y tebs1? A y Bcex Hac 3aech? axe y
6aiimepoB? ITocMoTpu Ha HEX. OHM He MoryT cnate. OHY Aeprarorcs,
4T0-TO H0pMOUyT. OHH BCTAIOT M OECUENBHO CIIOHSIOTCS, MIOKa OXpaHa
He cMotput. Tel Habmonan 3a GaiiMepaMu, ¢ KOTOPHIMU MBI paboTanu
cerogHsA? Y HUX €JIOBHO MypaBbH 1ol koxkel Oeranu. Jluna noctosHHO
nopeprusatorcs. [la, OHH BCe HAXOAATCS MO TeNeNaTHYeCKUM KOHTPO-
neM 31ech, Iie MallMHa MOXKET paboTarh B NMONHYIO CHITY, HE3aBHCUMO
OT MarHUTHBIX TOKOB. Ho MaimmHa He MOXKET IOMeINaTh STHM TOKaM
UrpaTth Ha HepBax afcKyro My3bIky. Bon naske CoHar He MoXkeT HaHTH
NeKapcTBO, KOTOPOE YCIOKOWJIO Obl HEpBHI y Hero U ero ymoaeit! — On
3aCTOHAJI, OTBEPHYJICA ¥ NMPHUIIyIIeHHO no6aBwi: — PaHo Mnu nmosaHo
3Aech BCe COMOYT € yMa.

51 Hudero He orBeTHI. S OBLT OLIEIOMITEH TeM, YTO YHIUT coOupaeTcs
OCTaBUTH MeH: U 6€XaTh B OMHOYKY. DTO 03HaYa1o, YTo YHiu1 Gonblie
He 6611 YisioM. OH cTajl KeM-TO APYTUM, KaKHM-TO MEJIaHXOMMYHBIM
¥ OJJHOBPEMEHHO HEPBHBIM THIIOM. BO3MOXHO, OH ckopo 3a0yaeT MeHs,
3a0ymetr Bce u cOexut. S 3akycun ryOy, noromy 4to 3ta 60nb ObuIa
NyyYle AymeBHOH. YUIUT OpOCHUT MeHS. ..

51 He Mor ycHyTb. Sl HaGoan 3a ThicsYamMH 6aliMepoB, TONMIALIMXCS
Bokpyr. OHY npUTaIKIY Ha ceGe Bce CBOM NOXKUTKH. S1 BUE UX TEHTHI
¢ KpOBJeH U3 JPEeBECHOH KOpbl, OONBIIHE METAUTMYECKUE TOPIIKU U
MpOYyI0 MOCYyAY, BAJIABIINECS BOKPYT MY3bIKaJbHble MHCTPYMEHTHI, K
KOTOPBIM HHKTO He nmpuKacaics. Hexkoropele 6aiiMepbl, BEpOATHO, ObL1N
HOBHYKaMH, IPUOBIBIIUMH HeaBHO, kak Opo Tapkun u ero miems. Ha-
BEpHOE, UM IOHAJOOMIOCH TPH MHUIpaLMU, YTOOBI J0OpaThCs 0 BYI-
kaHa. Tpu Henenu. Sl Buzen, kKak HOBUYKM CIIOKOMHO 3achimainu. B To
BpeMs1, KaK Te, KTO MPOXKWJI 3[1€Ch HEJIeNIM U MeCHLIbl, YCHYTh HE MOIIIU
— CJTMILIKOM B30ynopaxeHb! ObLIH UX HepBbl. Ho novemy?

ITA MBICJIb He naBajla MHE ITOKOS.

IloueMy GaiiMepbl, OCTaBaBIIHECS Ha TOBEPXHOCTH IUIAHETHI, He
IPOSIBIISUTH HUKAaKUX MPH3HAKOB HEpBHOIo pacctpoicrea. Urto maBaio
uM ummyHuTeT? Opo Tapkua roBopui YTo-T0 06 STOM, YTO-TO O CTPYK-
Type UX HePBHOH CHCTEMBI, aJlanTHpyIoleiics Kk 3Toii maHete. Ho oHn
*e MOo-IPeKHEMY Ha IUIaHeTe, ¥ HePBHas CHCTeMa y HUX BCE Ta XKe.

bruta kakas-To rpaHb B MX NTOBCEIHEBHOM KU3HH, MOXKET, MUILA, MO-
*ET, PUTYaJIbl, YHACJIEOBAHHbBIE OT MPEOKOB, YTO AETAJIO UX HEYS3BU-
MBIMH OT y>KaCHBIX HEPBHEIX PAacCTPONCTB, TaK O€CHOMaHO OOPYIIHB-
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muxcs Ha CoHzlaTa U ero KOMaHAy, a Taioke Ha Onut Qronpe, Yia u
MeHs camoro... Ho yero He xBaraino 3aecs?

S nourn nogymaics o orBera! OH Bopodancs rAe-To B MOACO3HA-
HUH, U 5 IOHUMAJI, YTO OTPOMHOE 3HAYCHHE UMEET, CyMEIO JIH 5 BbITa-
LIUThH €ro Ha MOBEPXHOCTH. S MOYTH YXBAaTHII €T0 3a XBOCT, HO HHUKaK He
Mor 00JieYb B MaTepHalIbHYIO GopMy. DTO BCe paBHO, UTO BbI IBITAETEChH
MPUIIOMHUTE KaKOE-TO UMs M HE MOXETe, NIOKa He MepecTaere QyMarhb
o HeMm. HakoHen, s nmocTtapaiicsi BRHIKMHYTh M3 FOJIOBBI BCE MBIC/TH U JI€T
crarh Ha TEIUIOM, JIABOBOM IOJIy. YCHY/ 51 MTHOBEHHO.

MunoBanu eme Ba nepuoaa pabotsl. Ha Tperuii, Bepsrie ¢ Tex
MIOp, KaK s Ha4all BJIauYuTh pabckoe CyLIeCTBOBAaHHUE, s yBUAEN DOHUT
omnpe. OHa nu1a, JIerko cTymnas 1o IaJKkoMy, Y>Ke OUYUIIEHHOMY IOy
Mmy3blps, rae paboran s, BMecte ¢ COHIATOM, KPYITHBIM, HETIOBOPOTIIH-
BBIM YEJIOBEKOM — s MPEIIONOXKHI, YTO 3TO U €CTh byprke, y4eHsbli, —
W HECKOJBKUMH KpBICaMH M3 OXpaHbl. MHe 3aX0TeNnoch MpOBaJIMTHCA
CKBO3b IOJI, IOTOMY 4TO 5 ObUT OOOpPBaHHBIM, I'PA3HBIM CYLIECTBOM C
BBAJIMBLIMMHCS INazamu. Kazanmochk GOroxynbCTBOM Aake IISAIETh Ha
DIMT, U A ONMycTWNI Ia3a B moj. OHa ObUla 04apoBaTeNbHOM, PEIKUM
[IBETKOM B OTBPATHTEILHOM OKPY>KEHHH.

Ee xononHbli, MPUCTAIBHBIN B3I HEOPEXKHO Mpobexal o MHe.

CoHpar 0 4eM-TO ropsA4o CHOpHi ¢ Bypike, a OXpaHHUKM MPOLLIN
BIIepell, pacuHINas AOPOry, HO3TOMY HHKTO He 3aMeTHJI, KaK OHa, SHep-
IMYHO MOKAYMBas PyKaMH, BHITYCTHJIA U3 MalbLeB MaJICHbKHH OebIid
KBaJIpaTHK, YHABIIKWH npsAMo K MOouM HoraM. He mepecraBas momaxu-
BaTh pyKaMH, OHa TYT K€ MpoIlja [0 TYHHEIIO B APYroi My3bIpb.

S mocraBun HorM Ha Oenblif KBaJipaTHK M DHEpruyHee 3apaboTal
cBOMM (akeioM-pe3akoM. [Ipu mepBoil ke BO3MOXKHOCTH 51 HaKJIO-
HWICS, MOIHI KBaJpaTHK U CyHYJ €ro B kapMaH. SI He 3HaJ, 4TO 3TO
Takoe, MoKa He HACTYMWI OYepeHOi nepuoA cHa. Toipko Torna s J1o-
CTaJl U3 KapMaHa HalieHHoe. JTo ObLT IMCTOK OyMaru, CJIOKeHHBIH BO
MHOTO pa3, II0Ka M3 Hero He MONYYHJICS TPEXCAaHTUMETPOBBIN KBaapar,
Y Tyro oOepHYTHIi pe3NHKOU. S MMXOpagovYHO pacCcTeNnusl ero Ha Moy,
TIPUKPBIBAas CBOUM TE€JIOM OT HEPBHOTO OXPAHHHKA.

VY yeranno cieann 3a MHOH.

— 2710 3anMcka oT OauT Jlfornpe, — MenHyn 1 eMy U IPOYUTaL:

«Cuodnu, 8ynkan 2omosumcs x uzgepoicenuto. B nobyo munymy, mo-
Jicem, ceuvac, a, Modcem, uepe3 Heoenio. Imo mouHvie cgeoeHus. Mue
pacckasan 06 smom eynkanonoz Yembepnen. On ecezoa umen 3yb6 Ha
Conoama, nosmomy kopmum ezo HesepHbiMU c8edenuamu. Yembepnen
Xouem, ymobvi A cbedicana c Hum 6 bonee CnoKoliHbLl paiioH, obewaem
neneamv mena. A omxazanace, Ho obewana emy HU4ez0 He 2060pUMb
Conoamy. Yembepnen HenaoedcHulil kakou-mo. Mooicem, s He npasa,
HO 51 X04y OCmamucs 30ect U nOMOYb 8am ¢ batimepamu. Bel sice mooice
He xomume ybexcamo u 6pocumv ux 6 beoe? Ecnu max, mo na obpam-
HOU CMOpoHe 3aNUcKy UHCMPYKYUA NO YAPABNIEHUI0 MelenamudecKum
nepedamyuxom. Ecnu el cymeeme 3axeamums e20, Mo NONOBUHA BAULUX
npobnem 6yoem peuiena.
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Ha opyzo1i nonosune 0601iHoz0 gynkana npoucxooum 4mo-mo Hexo-
pouiee, ymo-mo maxkoe, yezo Yembepnen ne npeosuden. Oba kpamepa
pazoenisem OmHOCUMENbHO MOHKAS nepe2opooka. F menepw Ha Hell no-
aenaomes mpewunsl. Tpewunvl cmanosames éce bonvute. Ecnu ne ceil-
yac, mo Ha cneoyiloujeil Heoele nepezopooKy npopeem — u moz20a KoHey
nyswipam. Koney soobwje ecemy. Tax umo, ne nopa nu bailmepam cHoéa
Hauame uzpame my36iky? A, co ceoeiti cmoponwl, coenaio 6ce, Ymo mozy,
Ymobvl HOMOUL BAM.

Soumy.

Korna s 3akaHuMBaJ 4T€HHE, TOJIOC Y MEHS COBEPLISHHO OXPHIL.

51 gyBcTBOBAJ, YTO YWUT DISOUT Ha MEHS BO BCe VIa3a.

— Hy, 410? — ckazan oH. — Tel eif BepHubp?

51 nepeBepHy JIMCTOK, HO HabpocaHHas DUt Jlfonpe cxeMa pacIuIbl-
nach y MeHs nepej miazamu. Sl nonro Moiryal, HakOHeL, 3arOBOPUII, He
Mg Ha Ywia.

— Vunn, Moxewsb Jenathk TO, YTO XO4yellb. Thl 3HAEIlb IMOJOKEHUE
Belei. B mo0yro MUHYTY U3 BTOpOro Kparepa MOryT ITpOpBaThCs CIoAa
OrOHBb M pacKaleHHas jlaBa. Sl He cTaHy yJep>KuBaTh TeOs, €CJIH Thl He
3axouewb puckoBark. Ho s cam... Hy, s cobupatocs octarecs. Y MeHs
MOsIBUIIACh — MO KpaiiHEeH Mepe, MHE TaK KaXeTcs, — ues... BOT IPAMO
ceifuac oHa coOHpaeTcs NMPOpPBaThCs B CO3HAHKUE.

— IIpsiMo kak H3Bep>keHHE BYJKaHa, — CKa3al YHIUI ¢ capKa3MOM B
rojioce, 3aTeM OH He Bblaepkai: — CHII. .. — yMOJSIOLIE MPOTSAHYJ OH, HO
roJIoC ero copBajics, U OH He CMOT MPOOJKATb.

OH Bech apoxai. OH HCIyTasics 0 CMEPTH, U S IOHUMAJI, YTO OOoJIbIIe
BCEro €My XO4YeTCs BCKOUUTH H
ybexarb. YOexars KyJa yrogHo,
Aumb Obl mojanpiue OT HaJBHU-
raromeiics  yrpospl, Koropas
MOET BOPBAaThCS K HaM B JIFOOYIO
MHUHYTY.

MU s gyscrBOBanm cebs He
nyume. Ho s nepxkancs 3a co-
NOMMHKY, JAepXallylo MeHs Ha
MiaBy, M Hagesncs, 4ro ao0e-
pyck mo Gepera. Omout, Yuml u
f... MBI MOIJIY, HaBEpHOE, NpO-
HHKHYTh K TeJeNnaTH4ecKoMy
nepeJaTyMKy depe3  Iy3BIpb
OnMt, clioMatk ero U chexxarn
npexae, 4YeM B OSTOT Kparep
XJIBIHET pacKaleHHas JiaBa.

Ho ry6oko Bo MHe menran
roJIOCOK COBECTH, 4YTO Toraa Obl
MBI Opocuiu GaiiMepoB Ha mpo-
M3BON CYABOBI... crnabbli TakoH
rOJIOCOK, HO YIOPHBIH.

Sydney Hallmeyer
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Bce, 4to s Mor ceifyac cienarb, TakK 3TO 3aCTaBUTh ceOs BbIyYHUTH
CXeMy ynpaBlieHHs TelenarndeckuM nepeaardukom. Y s yuun ee, noka
B IIa3ax He NoTeMHeN0. Brryunn Ha3y6ok Bce KHOIIKH, TyMOJIEphl ¥ phI-
Ya)KKH, KOTOPBIMH YIIPaBJIUTUCE peocTarsl. U 51 yxe 3HaJI, YTO CKaxy B
MHKpPO(}OH 3TOro rnepeaariuka.

3areM s mopsan GyMaxkky, 3aKorall OOpBIBKH ION JIABOBYIO KPOLIKY
U monkITancd ycHyTs. Ho cnarek s He MoOr, Kak He MOr crare YWII, a
TaKXKe ThICTYH OeCTIOKOWHO TONKYINUXCs BOKPYT OaiiMepos. S mbitancs
NMOMMaTh 32 XBOCTHK OAHY MBICIb... MBICIHUIIKY, HA KOTOPYIO HAaTOJIK-
HyNa MeHs 3anucka Onut [lronpe. Y BHe3anHO OHa mpuIIa, ¢ TakoH
OCJIETIMTENBHOM ICHOCTBIO, UTO S JaXKe BCKOYMI Ha HOTU H Pa3HHYJl POT
B 6€33ByYHOM KpHKE.

He nopa nu baiimepam cHoga Hauams uzpams My3biKy ...

U temneps c0BO 3aBeca clieTeNna ¢ MOEro CO3HaHM.

— TAPKH/! — OTYASTHHO niporuernTan .

3to OBLIO YK€ Ha ClIenyIomHui «IeHb» . Paborta 3akoHunnace. Mei no-
€JIM ¥ TOTOBBI OBbUTH Jiedb cnath. S mpobupasics cpeau GecuienbHo clo-
HAIOIUXCS 6aiMepoB, MOJACH, YTOOB!I MEHS HE 3aMETHIM OXPaHHHKH.
Jlo kyuxoBaBmerocs BMecte muems Tapkuna s pobpasncs 6e3 npouc-
mecTBuil. OHM He pa3bpesuch 10 CTOPOHAM, a CJIOBHO MHCTUHKTHBHO
TOJITWIKNCH BO3JI€ CBOETO BOXK/A.

OT npexHero UX MPUBBIYHOTO, IPUIOAHATOIO HACTPOSHHUS U HCKPEH-
HETO Becelbs He ocTaloch U ciena. Korna Mel ¢ YisuioMm Ba JHS KWK
BMECTE C HUMH, BYJIKAHUTHI KOKIBIH «Be4ep» Urpajiii CBOIO PUMHUTHB-
HY¥O, YCIIOKaHBAaIOLILYIO MY3BIKY.

— Opo Tapxun! — 3akpudan s U IPOPBAJICH, HAKOHEL, K HEMY, CTOsI-
IeMy B OKPY>KEHHH CBOMX ONIDKaMIINX CIIOABHKHHKOB.

51 cxBaTH ero TMraHTCKyIO PyKy W TpAC €e, MOoKa B ero Iiasax He
3abpe3rkiT MpoOyKIaeMblil CBET pasyMa.

— Moii Benuk#mii APYT, — MEIJISHHO IPOrOBOPHII OH. — DTO XOPOIIO.
ITo6yap ¢ Hamu. Ml Bee B 6onbLuoii Gene.

51 cHOBa 3aTpsC €ro pyKy.

— Her! — 3akpuyan s, X0oTa ¥ onacasics NpHUBIedYb BHUMAHUE OXpaH-
HUKOB. — Opo Tapkuz! Tel 1 Bce TBOe TUIeMs CTany padaMH 3JI0r0 Cy-
miecTBa. Thl OJDKEH HayaTh JyMarb. Bl Bce O/DKHBI HayaTh JyMarTh
CaMOCTOSTEIIbHO U Pa30pBaTh 4aphl, Jiepxaique Bac 3aech. Ceiuac!
Bpems Hactano! Hapsuratorcs 6omnbiiye nepeMeHsl. Mbl Bce, TO/DKHBI
6opotecsa. Opo Tapkun, He momun! Ckaxu xe cBoe cyioBo! Ckaxu, 9To
pa3yM TBoOi 60peTcs — M YTO Thl CTPEMHUIIBCS OCBOOOIUTH €r0 OT OKOB!

ITo Tonmne cobpaBmmxcs BOKPYT YWISHOB IuleMeHH Tapkuaa npoHeccs
JKYTKUH CTOH.

- —T'oBopu! — auKo Bckpuyan 1.

CIOBHO Kakoe-TO MOry4ee CyLIecTBO, I0JIro npedbiBaBIee Moj 3eM-
JIeH, pa3fBUTANO BEKOBBIE 3aBaJIbl, YTOOBI BHIPBATHCS HAPYXKY, TaK H
pasym Opo Tapkuia cTpeMuiIcs popBaThes KO MHE.
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— 51 cpenaro, Kak Thl TOBOPHING, MOH BeUkui apyr Cun, — npobop-
motai oH. — Ecnu Bpems Hacrano, To mycts Oyaer Tak. Hanpasnsii xe
MEHS.

— A Tenepb NpUKaXH, — CKa3all 5, — YTOOBI TBOM TAaHIIOPHI HavyasH
cBoH TaHell. IIpukaku Mmy3bikanTam urpathb. IlycTs 3ByuuT My3biKa!

— Jla 6yner tax! — B3peBen Tapkun. — Tanops! — taHmyiite! My3bI-
KaHTBI, OepuTe cBOM UHCTpyMeHTHI. Urpaiite My3bIKy, KOTOPYIO 3aBe-
a1 BaM npeaxu!

Opo Tapkun pacnpssMuiIcs BO BeCh CBOM OTpOMHBIH pocT. JIuio ero
BCIIBIXHYJIO CTpaHHBIM cBeToM. Ero mpukazam IuieMsi MOBHHOBAJIOCH,
KaK eJMHBIN yenoBek. Bce pa3nBUHYNHMCH B CTOPOHBI, JaB IPOCTpaH-
CTBO TAHLOPaM, KOTOpBI€ BBIILIM M3 TOJIIBI, YHBUIO OIYCTHB IUIEYH H
CBECUB pyKH. J[eBATH My3BIKAaHTOB TEM BpeMeHeM nomoOpaiy Basis-
LIMecs Ha 3eMJie HHCTPYMEHTHI, CEJIH, CKPECTHB HOTH, M 3aCTBIBLIUMH,
HETMOHHUMAIOLIMMH IV1a3aMH yCTaBHJIMCh Ha CBOM MHCTPYMEHTBI.

— A Teneps mycTh 3aurpaet My3bika, Opo Tapkua! — ymongrome npo-
LIEMnTA 1.

— Hepaiime! — nporpemMen nopenurtenbHbli ronoc Tapkuna.

B HeM BHOBB NOCITBIIATIHCH JKeJI€3HBIE HOTKH.

Hacrynuna TumuHa, 3areM B BO3AyXe NPOHEC/IACh OAHA ApoxKallas
Hota. OHa MOTpsAcia MeHs 10 DIyOUHBI IYIOH, TaK e, KaK U KaXXI0ro
HaxofuBIIerocs B neuiepe Gaiimepa. He ycmes 3TOT 3BYK 3aTUXHYTb,
Kak ero Mmojjepikaya japyras BoimeOHas CTpyHa — CIIOBHO B Ieuiepe
O/IHOBPEMEHHO pa3OWINCh XpyCTalIbHbIE KYyOKH.

TaHLIOpHI WIEBENbHYINCH, CIOBHO OKUBasi, U BO3/IENIH PYKH BBEpX.

IToToM pa3oM TOMHYJIU HOTaMH, ¥ TONOT MX BCTPAXHY/ BCIO 3€MIIIO.
luranTckue manbLsl yaapuiy no 6apadanam, 1 ApoOb ero CIOBHO Mpo-
Aenana IbIpKH B OKpYy>kalolleM IuiaHeTy adupe. Ilpucoenununucs ewe
4eThIPe My3bIKaHTa, U TSXKENBIE PACKaThl My3bIKH Pa3HECIHCH MO/ CBO-
Jamu 1y3bips. [lapa cekyHI, U IeBATh My3bIKAHTOB 3aUIPaH C TAaKUM
HeOXKHIAHHBIM pPBEHHEM, 4YTO IUlaHeTa BynkaH 3akonebanace Ha cBoei
opbure. Temn yckopsiics, 1 BOT yxke Bcsi CollHeuHasi cMCTeMa 3aBep-
Tenach ObicTpee. [[Ba OapabaHa HayajaM CONEPHHYATh APYT C IPYroM,
1 BcenenHas npeBpaTuiiachk B CIUIOLIHYIO KpYroBepTh 3Be34. My3bika
HacMexasach HaJl TAKUMHM MEJIOYaMH, KaK XXH3Hb M CMEPTh, Ha4aJlo U
KOHeL, 100po | 3110, foOponeTeny 1 Mopoku. My3bika npeobnanana Haj
BCEM!

U Tyt BeTpeneHynmuch TaHopbl. OHU TaHLIEBaJIH, CHa4Ya1a MeIIEHHO,
HO 3ateM Bce ObicTpee. M B qymax OKpy»KalOIIMX CIOBHO 3a3BYYald
XPYCTaJIbHbIE KOJIOKOJIBYUKH.

— Hrpaiite! — 3akpuuyanu rurantel u3 IwiemeHd Opo Tapkupa.
— Tanmyiire!

INENEPA CJIOBHO ounynace. Bce npumino B aprykeHue. Mory-
yrie BOJHBI TeJI IPUCOEAMHSIIMCH K BCEOOLIEMY IJIEMEHHOMY PHTYaIy.
— Hepatime! — peBenu yxe TBHICSYH MOTYYHX roiocoB 6aiiMepos.
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S crosin Bo3ne Opo Tapkuza. S Buzen, kak >kKM3Hb BO3BpallaeTcs B
€ro packpacHeBmieecs JuLo. Buaen, kak TymocTh, CJIOBHO YHCTOM BO-
JIOW, CMBIBaeTcs a3 ero Jiuoaed. Bece Bokpyr morpsicany BO3IETHIMU
BBEPX pyKaMH, yMOJIis OOroB, KOTOPHIX He 3HaJIM 3eMJisiHe. S moBep-
HYJICSA W, C KOJNIOTSIIMMCS CepAlLEeM, CTall MpoOHBaThCs uepe3 TOJIMY
TyZa, [e CTOSUI, Pa3MHYB pOT, YWUIL, U INHUpPOKas rpyAb €ro nogHuMa-
7ach W Omajala Tak, CJIOBHO OH 3a/ibIXalcs.

OH CyIOpPOXKHO BLEIHIICS PyKOH MHE B ILIEHO.

— Cupa! — mpoctoHan oH. — OHu urparor. Ita My3bika!l.. OHa 4TO-TO
JenaeT co BceMd. OHU... OHM B30OYHTOBAJIUCH!

— Her, — 6picTpo oTrBeTHN 1. — OTO He OYHT. OHHM He MoryT OyHTO-
BaTh, [TOKa HAXOMATCA IO KOHTPOJIEM Telenarndeckoi MaumHel. OHH
MPOCTO CITyIAOT My3bIKy. OHHM He MOryT He ciymarh ee. M My3bika
3aCTaBJIACT MX BCIIOMHHTb, YTO OHA ABJIAETCS YaCThIO MX H3HU. Heol-
X0oIuMO# yacTeio. OHHM celuac poxoAAT 3tan Bo3poxaeHus.

Ja, xu3Hp BO3pOXNIaNach. Bech I'MraHTCKHH ITy3bIpb HaNOTHWICA
IBrokeHHeM. Tricsuu 6aiiMepoB TOMamH Tak, YTO C MOTOJIKA ITy3bIps Jie-
TeNu MeJkHe Kametlkd. OHM OTAANKCh Beel My1oi aToMy puTMy. OHH
CTPYAHIINCH KaK MOXKHO TECHEE, U BpeMs OT BPEMEHM, KOrja My3bIKalb-
HBbI€ HHCTPYMEHTBI [IeJIa/IH 11ay3y, KpHYald MOLIHBIMH IOJIOCAMHU:

— Uzpatime! Tanyytime!

Morua 1 octaHOBUTH WX oxpaHa? S ormsnenca. OXpaHHUKOB OBUIO
YeJIOBeK IATHA/LATh Y BXOI0B B TMTAHTCKHUII IMy3bipb. CHaYana oHH me-
pecTaiy XOAUTh B3a-BIiepe]] U 3aMepJIH, AepaKa MUCTONIETH HaroToBE.

IToroMm cranu neperoBapuBaThcsi. 3aTeM IpyNIKaMH HalpaBUIINCh K
rpaHuIie ToNbl OafiMepos.

Msl ¢ YUNIIOM CMOTpENH, Kak OHH OCTAaHOBWIIMCH Ha MOYTHTEIBHOM
PACCTOSIHUM OT TMTaHTCKUX Ty3emueB. [IoTOM OOMH M3 OXpaHHUKOB
Mpolen eme napy waroB. S ycnbliian ero HeyBEpeHHBIH, ApoXkamui
rojoc:

— Di4, Bbl, Hazan! Bo3Bpammaitrecs no ceoum Mecram! Pazoiituce!

OHM He pacXonuNUCh. S| coOMHeBaroCh, YTO OHM BOOOILE yCIbIIIATH
ero. OXpaHHHKHM HEPBHO TONTAIMCH MOOAATb OT TOJIBI, IIEPEroBapH-
BAJIUCh, CEpAUTO pyramuch. IlotoM B memepy BOpBaMMChH eLie JIIOAU
CoHpara, OCMOTPEIUCh, OCTaHOBHIIUCh, 3aKypHJIH H CTalu Habmonars
3a MPOUCXOAIIMM, BPEMs OT BPEMEHH CBUCTOM MoAGaipUBas OXpaHHH-
kOB. OXpaHHUKH PaccepKEeHHO OrphI3aIUCh.

— Paboraet, Yun! — HanpsbkeHHO npoiuenTal s. — Paboraer?

— Yro paboTaeT? — He MOHS OH.

— Ceituac yBuauuib, — nmoodemat 5. — Jlex Tponyncs!

Yaca yepe3 MONTOpa TaKOro Becelbs My3bIKa MPEKpaTHIAach, cama
coboii, a He u3-3a NpHKa30B oxpaHbl. PakTHYECKH, OXPaHHUKH JaBHO
yke caanuck. OHH BEPHYJIMCh Ha CBOM IOCTHI Y BBIXOZIOB M3 ITy3bIpS, U
CTOSUTM TaM, CHa4aJla HalpspKeHHO, TIOTOM — pacciableHHo.

Paccnabnenno! 3to xe OblIO U ¢ JABYMA-TpEMs JECATKAaMH JIIoneH
Conpnara, npuBieYeHHBIX HTyMoM. OHH NPUCIOHWIMCh K CTEHaM, Ky-
PWIH, MOJTYAJIH U CITyIIaIH My3bIKy. O6GnerdeHue Bce CHIIbHEE MPOCTY-
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najgo Ha ux 1uiax. CaMu OXpaHHHUKH y)ke He pacXaXMBaJld B3aJ-BIiepeN
W HE JIePrajiych, a HPOCTO CJIYIIAIM MY3BIKY, CIIyIIAaay TaK )K€ BHUMa-
TEJILHO, KaK H J1oboi baiimep.

Vi Toxe cllyluall, ceB U IOJIOKHUB PyKH Ha KOJIEHH. My3bIKa KOH-
YHJIaCh, MEAJICHHO, TaK XK€ MEIUIEHHO, KaK CIyCcKaloIleecs 3a 3alaHbIi
ropm3oHT Connue. bafimeprr pa3onuIMCh O MeCTaM, OTBICKAJIM CBOH
LMHOBKH, JIEIIM —  MTHOBEHHO YCHYJIH.

A 4epes HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ JIeT ¥ yCHYN YHILIL.

51 ke HeKoTOpOE BpeMs ele 60ApCTBOBAJ B CTPaHHOM THIIMHE, OXBa-
THBLIEH neuiepy. B Hell He ObIJIO HUKAKOTO JBIDKEHUS, HE CUMTas Mep-
HAIOIUX OTOHBKOB CTaTMYECKOro 3JIeKTpuuecTBa. OXpaHHUKH CTOSIA
HEeTIOIBMXXKHO, Kak cratyH. Jlrtomu Conpara yuum k cebe. S modyBcTBo-
BaJl, KaK MOJI IOJO MHOMH CJierka APOrHyJ, CJIOBHO HaMeKas Ha TO, 4TO
n3BepxkeHue ommurca. Ho Ha nyme y MeHs Obu1 nonHbii mokoi. Ce-
rofiHs GBUTO MHOTO YTO cieaHo. JIuib Obl H3BepkeHHEe He MPOU30LLIO0
ele X0Ts Obl mapy «IHe».

C aTO0i1 MBIC/BIO 5 ¥ YCHYIL.

A%

BECH CJEXYIOIUM paGounit mepron s Habmonan 3a Yuiom
KappucTom, KOTOpBI# cTapajics OepsKarhes MoJalibine oT MeHs. S yBe-
psin cebs, YTo eMy NPOCTO Ay APYry1o paboTy, HO B ylll€ 4yBCTBOBAIL,
4T 3T0 He Tak. Korna paGounii nepros 3akoOHYHIICS, BCE TEJIO MOe ObLIO
CJIOBHO HAJIMTO CBUHLIOM, M s MOOpeN K HallUM criabHBIM MecTaM. Ho
Vusia TaM He 0Ka3aJioch.

S1 BCTIOMHWII, YTO MBI MPOXOJHIM MUMO TPELMHBI, BeXyIIHI K Taii-
HOMY my3sIpto OauT Jromnpe.

3uauuTt, Yiut coexan. COexan ¥ 0CTaBII MEHS OTHOTO.

Vnap ot npenarenbcTBa Apyra Obl1 CHIBHBIM. 5] cell, 3aKpbLl pyKaMH
UL, ¥ YyTh HE 3aIUiakajl. MHe X0Teloch MaXxHyTh Ha BCe PyKOH, Bce
OpocuTh 1 HU O yeM Oonblue He JyMaTh. M3 9Toro cocTosHus MeHs Bbl-
pBania My3bIka OaiiMepoB.

Ja, onn Havanu urpats! Camu, 6e3 BCSIKUX NPUKA30B U YTOBOPOB.

S nouren K HAM, CIyLIanA U CMOTpelT. DTOT ObUT TOYHO Oalib3aMm, Mpo-
JIMTHIA Ha MOW OOHAaXXEHHBIE HEPBBL. A KOTZIa MOCJe MPOMBIXAIOIIHX aK-
KOpJIOB HacTaJia May3a, s yCJblal KPUKH JIIOAeH.

B ny3sipe nossuimck moau Conpara. Mx 6eino 6onblie, 4eM B Mpo-
LUTYE0 HOYb. OHU CTOJNIMIIUCH Y TIaBHOTO BXOMA, MPUCIIOHWIKCH K CTe-
HaM U 3aMepid. OHU MPHILUTH CIOJ1a, IPUBJICYEHHBIE MY3bIKOH!

OxpaHHHUKH HHYero He ckazanu. OHHM CTOSUTH HEIOJBIDKHO, HO IO-
DIOIIANTH KKIAYIO HOTY, KaKIyI0 BUOpaLuMIO, JOXOOUBLIYIO ake He ue-
pe3 GapaGaHHbIe NEPETIOHKH, a M0 KOCTAM, IUIOTH U HEPBaM.

S Monya crosin, 3Has, YTO, B UTOTE, CITy4HUTCS.

U ciyumncs Conpar.

OH BOpBaJICA B IMy3bIPh M3 [IABHOT'O BX0/1a M ocTaHOBWICS. Ero maza
OyKBasbHO MeTanu MOMHUK. OH pa3suHYII POT, U s MOAYMaJl, 4To ceifuac
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YCIBIILy €r0 BU3IIMBHIE BOIUTH. HOo HET, OH IpoCTO No03Ball KanyuTaHa
OXPaHHHUKOB ¥ YTO-TO NPHHSUICA €MY BTOJIKOBBIBATh, 0€3yMHO pa3Maxu-
Bas pykamu. KanuraH BO3BHIIIIANICS HAJ HAM C TIOTEMHEBLINM JIMLIOM,
[I0TOM 3a0paJ B OTBET.

Tsoxeno apima, cHoBa 3aropopui COHZAT, B3BOJTHOBaHHO, yrpoXKa-
rome. OH npussiacs Oerath B3aja-BIepel, KpMya Ha OXpaHHHUKOB. Te
MOJTYA CHOCHJTH €TO OCKOpPOIeHHUS.

Ho HUKTO He IeBeNbHYJICS, YTOOBI MPEKPaTUTh MY3BIKY OaiiMepoB.

CoHpar ocTaBHIl MX B IOKOe, HO He MepecTtai OeclenbHO Oerars,
YTO-TO HOpPMOUa, 3aTEM IOJOIIEN K CBOUM JTIOASIM. S MOT JIHIIb Mperno-
JIOXKHTH, YTO OH YrOBapHBaeT UX Pa3OHTUCH IO CBOMM kBaptupaMm. OH
Ppa3sIaroibCTBOBAJI, Pyralics, HO ero Ciyliajii BHomyxa. Bce Oonbmie
TIPUCITYIMBAJINCH K My3bIke GaiiMepoB.

3arem nosBunack Oaut ronpe. OHa HeTopomuso noxouuia k Col-
JIaTy, 4 OH 3a0pajl Ha Hee. Sl Buzen, Kak eBebHYIUCH ee IyObl, YTO-TO
orBevas emy. 3areM CoHIAT 3afepraj roJioBOM U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY
CTPaHHBIMH, PE3KUMH, ITHIbUMH ABM>KEHHAMH, TS Ha TONMITy OalimMe-
POB. 3aTeM NPUHSICA MEAJICHHO PacXaXXUBaTh, Kycas ryonl. OH ciryman
My3bIKy OaiimMepos!

S moaHANCs Ha HOTH, CepIile MO€ My4HTEIbHO KOJIOTHIIOCH B pedpa.
ITopa?

51 yBugen, kak Onut [ronpe crana MeJieHHO TOBOPaYMBaTh TOJIOBY,
SBHO HINa KOro-to. 5 moiimMan ee B3I U cAeiall HE3aMETHBI BONpPO-
cutenbHBIN xecT. IIopa? I'pyab ee cTana 4yacTo B3ABIMATECS, U OHA CO-
IJIaCHO MPUKpBUIa raza. S TyT xxe Opocuics Kk OrmpkaiiliieMy BBIXOIY U3
my3bips. [lepen HUM cTOS OXPaHHUK, HO HE oOpalal Ha MeHs BHUMa-
HuA. Bo3amoxHO, 0oH 1 BooOmIe He BuAen MeHs. Ero nuno 6suto obOpa-
LICHO K My3bikaHTaM-0aliMepam. OH Kymnaics B BOJIHaX UX My3biku. Ero
Pyku Oe3BOJIEHO CBUCANIH 1O O0KaMm, a Ha e ObUI0 TO OaXkeHHOE, OT-
PEUIEHHOE BBIPAXKEHUE, KAKOE MOXKHO YBUACTH B cCOO0OpaX Y MOJISLIXCSI.

Myzbika GaiiMepoB ymapwia rpomue. M OTHOBpEMEHHO yapuil MO
Kynak. OXpaHHUK pyXHyJ Ha noi. 51 notammui ero B TyHHenb. OH NpH-
HSUICS BSJIO OTOMBATBCA, M Sl ABAXKIBI YIAPHJI €r0 rOJIOBOM O JIABOBBIH
non. OH oOMsK U 3aTuX. Bo3aMokHO, 51 yOui ero. 3Toro s y)xe HUKOraa
He y3Hato. S 3a0pan y Hero nucToJeT, HEPBHBIM Napaiv3aTop U HaIUIey-
HYI0 KoOypy. OH OBIT KOCMHYECKOH KPBICOM, OETOM TaK, KaK OIeBAIHCH
BCe MOJOOHBIE KPBICHI, HO BCE XK€ ero ofexkAa Oblna onpsaTHel Moeid. S
Hafiell Ha ce0s ero ¢pypaxkky 1 0OMEHsUT ero KypTKy Ha Moo. 3aTeM Ha-
zen ero nmosc u koOypy. ITorom Harpe6 Ha Hero Kydy KaMHEH U JIaBOBOMH
TIBLTH, U MOLIEN Jasiblie.

B TyHHeNe rpeMeITH THICSYH IoJIocoB OaliMepoB:

— Hepatime! Tanyyiime!

51 He urpain 1 He TaHUeBasl. S weN BHIIONHUTE CEPbE3HOE AEO.

A MEJJIEHHO rpoien B CleAyIONIMH Iy3bIpb © OCMOTpEI €ro
creHbl. OTCIOa BEJIO MHOTO BXOZIOB B ITy3bIph OaiiMepoB, U Yepe3 Ko-
pOTKHME TyHHENMH ObUIO BHOHO, Kak Jrrogu CoHpara MONIMHUPAIOT TaM
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crensl. [1oka 1 cMOTpes1, K HUM MPUCOEAUHMWIIOCH €11le HECKOIBKO JXKema-
IOIHIX TTOCTYIIATh My3bIKY.

— Ilpexpacno, CuaHeii, — BHe3amHO pa3jajics Mo3aaud MeHs u4ei-To
roJoc.

51 pe3ko noBepHyJicst, 6eps HAU3roTOBKY mucTosieT. Ko MHe, nmocMme-
MBajCh, Hampassuace OauT ronpe. Ho ee cepele masza msaenu Ha
MEHs1 HEe HaCMEILIMBO, & C YBAXKCHUEM.

—Y Bac npekpacHas peakiys, Cuanei. Bel npunymaiu, kak yoparbces
M3 3TOI OTHEHHOM JIOBYIIKH?

Ona nozonuta k0 MHe BIUIOTHYIO M B3sjla MOIO pyKy. SI modyBcTBO-
BaJl, 4YTO OHa BCsS IpOXKUT. Ee JbHAHBIE BOIOCH KacajluCh MOETO MOA-
Ooponka. M B 3TOT MOMEHT MU TBSHO MowaTHyncs. Tomuok otépocun
Hac K CTeHe TyHHens. Mbl 3aMepiy, cepaue 6unoch OyKkBaJbHO y MEHA
BO pTy. My3bika 6alimepoB cMonkiial

S Txeno apinan. 3emis cHoBa Aporsyina. Sl ycnbiman 6opmoTanue
moneit Coxpara.

Onut Jlronpe nprxanack KO MHe.

—Ioxanyiicta, MycTh OHM UTPaIOT, — IPOLIENTaJIa OHa.

51 mows, 4yto obparanack OHa He Ko MHe. O1o Obiia MonuTBa. U Ha
€€ MOJIUTBY OTBETHIH.

— Hepatime! — paspaiics cliakeHHbIH XOp MOILHBIX ronocoB 6aliMepoB.

My3bika OIATh 3arpeMesia, BO3BBIIIAACH K IPO30BOMY KpPEIIEHO.

51 noBepHyn noGenepinee MO K Daut Jforpe U MOHSUI, YTO TOXKE
Apoxcy. 51 oGHAN ee, UyBCTBYsI, KaK YTEKalOT AParolieHHbIe CeKYH/bI, HO

e LGy r g . weadl
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OIHOBPEMEHHO 3Has1, YTO HUKOIAA He moxasero 06 stoM. S npusnek ee
K cefe M MoIeoBall, MpKUMas Tpenenyiiee TeJio, ¥ OHa OTBETH/IA Ha
nouenyii. Ecte ocoboe onbsHeHHe B EpBOM MHOLENye THOOBH — OIbs-
HEHHE, CO3JaHHOe KOMOUHalMe 3ByKOB, apOMaToB, IPHKOCHOBEHHUH, U
BCE 3TO BMECTE PBET BaM YLy HEBbIPa3UMBIMH SMOIMAMH. Bo3MoXXHO,
BCE Ha CaMOM JieJie ropaso [y0ike, HO 3TO yxKe He UMEET 3HAUYSHMUS.

Ha mazax y Hee CTOsIN ciie3bl, KOTZIa S €€ OTIyCTHII.

— Mb1 06a xecTokpe TrOaM, DAUT, — XPUILIO cKasan 1. — Ho yBepew,
4yTO 3T0 OBUIO HacTOALIEE.

OHa kanuisHyJa.

— ... 2 mymaro Tak xe, CunHeit. U 1 pana.

— IlpexpacHo, — ynbiGHyncA 1 eif. — Hy, a Teneps Ham Hy>XHO cocpe-
norounthed. Cronbko moned CoHzaTa CirymaeT My3bIKy ?

— I nymaro, Bce. MoxeT, KpoMe HECKOJIBKUX YETIOBEK.

— IlpekpacHo, — noBropun s. — Torna uzaem.

W mb1 nonum. Ml nepecekv 3TOT Iy 3bIpb, POILUIH 110 HECKONBKUM
TyHHeJ/sM. Oaut J{ronpe Bena MeHs. BHe3anHo pa3gaiich marn U Ham
HaBCTPe4y BBILILIH JBOE.

HIx kppICHHBIE IVIa3KU CKONB3HYJIM IO MHE M 3aMepii Ha OIuT. Mbl
CTOSUIH, HE 3Hasl, YTO MPEIIPUHATE.

Te ocMoTpenn Opurt, 3ateM KO3BIPHYJIH M NPOLUIM MHMO Hac. Mbl
MIPOILIH [[Ba LIara, 3aTeM 5 IOBEepHYJICI. Mo MUCTONET CYXO0 LIEIKHYIL.

51 nonan oXpaHHMKY B CIIHMHY, U pa3pbiBHasi IMy/s Pa3BOPOTHIA EMY
rpyas. Bropoii 6pocuin pyky k 6epy, HO TYT ke yraj, JIMIIHBUIUCH MO~
JIOBHHBI JIMIIA.

51 3abpan y HUX MUCTONETHI, OAMH OTAAI DIUT U TOJIKHYJI €€ BIepeN.
OHa 6BUTO OCTAaHOBHWJIACh, HO S TIOBEJIUTEILHO PSBKHYN Ha Hee. Torma
OHa C YCWJIHEM B3sU1a ceOs B PyKH.

Eute pa3 Mbl HATKHYJIUCh Ha CONPOTUBIICHHUE. S| HAMEPEHHO HETOPO-
IUTMBO MTOJHAJ PYKY C MMCTOJIETOM, U ITapeHb KMHYJcS Ha MeHs. Korna
A BBICTPEIIII, 3MJ1s [10J] HOraMH CHOBA B3JPOTHYJIa, HO He CHIIBHO. MBI
¢ OIIUT nepellarHy/i Yepe3 yIaBliee TeJo, MPOLLTH elle ABa HeOOob-
IIKX ITy3bIps ¥ NONAJIX B OONBIIOH, OHA CTEHA KOTOPOTO OTKPHIBAIACH
B CEPHIO TPEXCTEHHBIX KOMHATyIIeK. B 3TOM my3sipe U OBUTO TelenaTu-
4eckoe 000pyHOBaHUE, KOTOPOE S BUZAEN B ABIPKY 3Ta)KOM BBIIIE.

S HerepnenHBo OCMOTpen KOMHATymKH. OHH OKa3alluCh MYCTHIL.
Oput [dronpe ocTraHOBWIA MEHS.

— JIBO€ OXpaHHHKOB CTOST BOH TaMm, — IIEMHYJIa oHa. — Y BXofa. Ml
JOJDKHBI H30aBUTHCA OT HUX.

— 51 3akonebajics, 3aTeM MOMOTAJI TOJIOBOM.

Her, — cxazan 1. — Yro, ecnu ente ogHO 3eMIIeTPACEHHE OCTAaHOBUT
MY3BIKY NPEKAC, YEM MBI 3aKOHYUM?

M croBHO B OTBET Ha 3TO IOJI My3bIps 3aKaqaics y HAC MO HOTaMH.
Pa3, u gpyroii.

— 51 He BHAena elle CTONBKO TONYKOB MOAPAA, — CJIabbIM rOJI0COM
ckasana Ogut Mronpe. — Kak Tol fymaems, yxke HaYMHaeTCs?

— He 3Hat0, — pomnbIXTeN 5 B OTBET.
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51 cam B3MoOK ot cTpaxa. Korma Opocuiics B koBiIeoOpa3zHOe Kpecio
nepen TenenarudeckuM obopynoBanueM CoHpara. 3aueM-TO s B3sI C
MyNbTa HAyIUHUKK ¥ Hajien ux. Oaut Jlforpe TyT ke B cTpaxe coppaja
UX ¢ MeHs. S BAPYT HOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO U3 I'OJIOBBI YJIETYYHIIMChH BCE €€
3ay4EHHBIE CXEMBI.

— Otkpoii MamuHy! -= 3akpHyaia oHa. — TaM JiBe ajbTepHaTHBHbIE
KaTyIIK{ C 3alMCSIMH, 3aCTaBIAIOIMMHU OaiiMepoB moxyuHAThCs COH-
Aaarty. I[a ThI U €CaM XO4Y€IIb NOAYHHATHCA COHIIaTy. ..

A OBJIMBAJICSI notom. Torga oHa cama OTKpbLUTa KOPITyC anmapara.

Tam nelicrBurensHO O6pUTH BE Bpammaroumecs karymku. Korna onna
J0XOAWIa 10 KOHLA, phlYar TYT )K€ BKJIIOYall BTOPYIO, a EPBYIO Mepe-
MaThIBaJl Ha Hayaio. JauT J[fonpe BBHIKIIOYMIA BOCIPOU3BEACHHUE, TTe-
peKJIIOuMIIa aNnapaTypy Ha TPAHCIIALMIO U IPUKPENIa K MOMM BHCKaM
ABa dJeKTpona. 3areM CyHylla MHe B pykd MHKpodoH. S 3acTsul oT
yxKaca, CJIOBHO MEHS K/lajla MHOTOMHUJUTMOHHAS ayJUTOPHSI.

Ho nonro sto He nponnunock. Korna oyepenHoi Ton4ok ynapun MHe
B MOZIOLIBBI HOT, s BCTPENEHYJICS, CTUCHYJl MMKPO(OH M 3aroBOpHI C
baitmepaMu.

— KBaiimepuel! — xpukHyn 1. — Xeamum uepams my3viky! Bei 6onvuie
He nooyunsaemecoy Conoamy. Bpocemece na semnan, komopwie oepoicam
8ac 6 Hegone. Yoeitime! Pacmonyume ux. Yoevime ecex! Ilycmv Hu 00un
He yudem!

Kopotko u sicHo.

ITozagu MeHs pasnaiicst CyXol LIETYOK NMHCTOJNETHOrO BBICTpena. S
noBepHyJsics U yBuaen OmuT Jionpe, ycTaBUBIIeica Ha YeloBeKa, Ba-
ASABLIEroCs Ha MOJY, TOYHO MELIOK C IEPhbMOM.

51 noBTropui CBOIO TeNenaTHYecKyto komaHay. CHOBa, CHOBa M CHOBA.
3arem n06aBuI:

— Ybusaiime! Yousaiime! Ocmasvme ceéoe umywecmeo. becume u3
kpamepa. Yb6eiime ecex 3emnan u becume! Bvicmpee. Yousaiime écex,
K020 6cmpemume no nymu!

T'omoc Moit oxpur, ¥ MHe BIpPYT NMOKa3aJl0Ch, YTO A CIBIILY ellle YeH-To
KpHK. 3TO SBHO pa3birpajioch BooOpaxeHue. ONATh CyX0 LIENKHYT M-
croner Jnut Jronpe. Ho s He ctan noBopaunBathes k Hel. Teneps, Te-
neps WM HUKOrza, 6alimeps! JO/mKHBI cMecTH CoHzara M ero JIoaei.
JIOMKHBI YHUYTOXKMTD UX, HE Iazsi CBOUX >ku3Hel. Onu OyayT cirylnarh
TONBKO MpPHKa3bl, TOCTYMABIIXE B UX OJIOBBI U3BHE, U 00palaTh CBOIO
FMTaHTCKYFO CHUTy NPOTHB IopaboTHTeNneH.

Tenepp unu Hukoraa. M B Ty cekyHIy AeByllKa CXBaTwia MEHS 3a
PYKy W 3aKpUyana:

— Cupnneii! Onu unyT! A yxxe crpliy uX KpHKu!

Ee opy»ue cHOBa 3aroBopuio, pas, ipyroi. Terneps s AeHCTBUTENBHO
yCHblLIal rojoca, BOIUIM, MOMHBIA yXaca. S| copBail ¢ ronoBbl JIEKT-
pomsl, cxBaTuil 0ba nucTonera. B mys3sipb BO€Xanu Tpoe OXpaHHHKOB
CoHpara ¢ HCKa)KeHHBIMH JIMLIAMU. A 3a HMH 110 IISITaM BBUTHIIACK JIa-
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BUHa 6aiiMepoB. OHH JOTHAIIU 3TUX TPOHX, OKPYXKHIIH X U PaCTepSHHO
NOCMOTpeNH Ha Hac. Bce oHYM ObUTH 3aTHTHI KPOBBIO.

UYro-To GBUTO B IHIIaX OaiiMepoB, MOTOMY YTO DIUT UCTOIIHO 3aKpH-
vana. U TyT s BCmOMHII. « YHHYTOXKAHTE BCEX 36MIISIH, KTO BCTPETUTCS
BaM Ha ITyTH», — TOJBKO YTO OTJaBa i UM TeleNnaTn4ecKuii puKas.

A Benb MBI TOXKE OBUTH 3€MJITHAMM, JIFOIbMHU!

baiimeps! puHynHCh Kk HaM. I JeHCTBOBAJI YETKO U OTTOYEHO, CIIOBHO
MHOTO TpeHHpoBaJICs. S1 BBICTpeNnH — HO He B OaiimepoB, a B cepaue
Tenenaruyeckoi MamuHel Conpara. ['ynenue, noHocuBIIeecs U3 ee Hy-
Tpa, TYT K€ 3aMepJ10, JIaMIIbl 3aMHUTaJIM M nioraciu. baiiMepsl ocTaHOBH-
JIUCh, 3aMEPIIH, C H3YMJICHHEM Ha UX IIHPOKHX JIHMIAX.

— Ms1 Bamu npy3es! — TyT ke 3akpuyain 5. — S 3Haro, rae BeIXOJ U3
kparepa! Unute Tyna! — u 1 MaxHys pykoi B Hy’KHOM HalpaBlICHHH.

Omnu monud. Mel ¢ DT Oexkany 3a HUMH, IIBITasICh HE OTCTaTh, IIOT
JWICS Yy MEHs IO JIMLLY, HO Gexkarh ObUIO JIErko, MOXKET ObITh, IOTOMY
YTO 5 UyBCTBOBAJI FPOMagHOE OOJIerdeHHe, U B Jyllle Y MEHs BCe IelO.

Bnesanno nosaam Hac Havanack crpenbba. PaspeiBHas myns mpo-
CBHCTEJIa MUMO MOET0O yXa, YAapHIach B CTEHY ITy3bIps U B3METHYJIA B
BO3JyX Ty4dy KaMHeH. Sl 3akpudan, pa3BopaulBasich, U BCKHHYI IMHUCTO-
sier. Ho TyT ke momy4ui y>kacHbIi yJiap, CJIOBHO MEHs IO pyke Tpec-
HyJ Kakoi-To ruraHT. [Tucroner BbuteTen y MeHs U3 pyku. S oTyasHHO
HOTAHYJCA K MOSACY 32 BTOPBIM, HO MEHSI OCTAaHOBMJI IIPOH3UTEIbHBIM,
SPOCTHBIN ToJI0C:

— A b6b1 He cman 5mozo denams, KOCMOHASM!

A 3acteui Ha Mecte. Conpar! CkBo3b NbUIb g yBUAEN ero. OH cTos
MEHBIIIe, YeM B JECATH IIarax oT Hac, M TpsAccs OT APOCTH BeCh, C ro-
JIOBBI 10 HOT. TONBKO MMCTONET B €r0 pyKe He JpoXKall.

A oxono Hero ctosi1 Bypoke, ydeHsblIH ¢ TSHKENOH YeToCThIO.

— Bp1 Hapymmnu Bce HalM IUIaHBl, DIOUT, — C KAKUM-TO Jake oropye-
HHEM IIpOryzen OH.

— Ceityac Tb1 ympems, Onut! — 3aBu3xkan Conpar. — Tel npenana
mens! Tol pa3pymna Mmou Medtsl 06 umnepun! [loaToMy ThI ympens!

U oH BeICTpETIN B DIUT.

Haxe y CynbObl, 5 ZyMaro, €CTh alnbTepHATUBbI, MEXAY KOTOPBIMH
el npuxonutcs BeIOMpaTs. Cmamyc-xk6o — caMblii IPOCTOH MyTh I
BeIOOpa. S xxnan cMepru. XKpan, yro Saut ympert. Uto xke elie Moo
MPOU30HUTH?

Huuero, ecni He NMOMHHMTH O TOHHAaX JIaBbl, KOMHUBILNEHCS IE-TO
HaJl IMy3bIpSIMH, €ClIM He oOpalnaTh BHUMaHHMS Ha BCE yyalllaloluecs
Tom4ky. Teneps 1 MOTy npeanonarars, YTo 3TH TOMYKH U ObLIM nocnen-
HeH CONOMHUHKOM, comMaBlIel crnuHy Bepbmony. MHaye HeT HUKakoro
00BICHEHHUS, TOUYEMY Teperoposika, pa3fesaBiuas Ba Kparepa, pemia
MpOPBaThCS UMEHHO B 3TOT MHUT. Ho Tak yx CiIyumnoch, neperopomaka
JIONHYNA, W SAPOCTHBIM aJCKHH OroHb pHHYJCS B oOpa3oBaBIIHeCs
TPELIUHBIL.
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ITIOJI BOKPYT Hac BcIy4wiics, a MOTOJOK MPOTHYJICS BHU3. MeHs
HIBBIPHYJIO, KaK IYIIWHKY, CHECEHHYIO yparaHoM. Yaapwio o6 moi.
KpoBs 3anmna moe nuno. A 3akpudain, nepeBepHyicsa Ha CIIHHY U YBH-
Jen Kakyio-To ¢urypy, Hecymyrocs ko MHe. CoHmar. S mHyn ero. OH
ucues, a Ha MeHs OyKBaJIbHO ynana apyras ¢urypa. Onurt. S nomgxsarun
ee. OHa oOMsKna. S 3arpsc ee, TOYHO CyMacUIEANIN, ¥ MOTALIMI 32
cobol Kyna-To Hayraz. 3atreM BcTall, onHpaschk o creHy. [loausn Opur
Ha pyku. OHa 6b11a oOMskIneit u 6ezxu3HeHHoM. S 3aprigan.

Bokpyr Bce ryaeno u cTy4asno, TOYHO MBI ObLIIH BHYTPH CaMoro 00JIb-
woro B Mupe G6apabaHa. S| onIsHyJICA Ha3ad W yBHIEN alylo, OCIeNu-
TeJbHYI0 Maccy raMeHd. OHa JoxXHyna Ha MeHs xkapoM. M s nmoGexxan
OT Hee. 3eMJIi packayMBaiach U Ouia B nomowmBel. TyHHEIH 3aKkphiBa-
JIUCH 10331 MEHS, TOUHO INIOTKH, CKMMaroIuecs B cyfpopore. S ynan u
MOKAaTHJICA Kya-To, KaK MHe I0Ka3aJ0Ch, BBEpX. SIpKHe OTHHU cTaTHue-
CKOTO 3JIEKTPHYECTBA OCBEIIAJIM MHE Iy Th, U 51 CHOBA BCTaJl U 09y THJICS
B IIMPOKOM TyHHelle, noxoxkeM Ha bponseii. 3arem kakuM-To 06pa3om
cyMen JOHTH [0 OONBLIOro IMy3bIps, pacKauMBAIOLIErocs, TOYHO JIO-
crpa. Ily3bipp ObUT 3amonHeH OaiiMepaMH, KOTOpble KPUYaIM U ThIKa-
JIUCH APYT B JIpyra, Tomyack Ha Mecte. Tam 51 yBunen Opo Tapkuna.

—Opo Tapkun! —3aopai s, cTapasich nepeKpU4arh HApUBIIUHA BOKPYT
aackuit urym. — ITpukaxku TBOMM JIFOASIM MIITH 32 MHOM!

Janplie 6bu1 kKakoH-TO MpoOes1 B BOCMIOMHUHAHUAX. S Hec DauT u Hien
BCce BBepX U BBepX. IIpudeM s Obu1 He onuH. Briepenn MeHs Masqwin
aBe Kakue-To ¢urypbl. OqHa HeOobIast, Apyras BBICOYEHHAs U Ipy3-
Hast. S Talmics 3a HUMH, JaXKe HE 3HAIO, CKOJIBKO BpeMeHHU. S| He cmen
OCTaHOBHUTBCS NepeNoXHyTh. KpyroMm Bo Bce CTOPOHBI TAHYIIHCH TYH-
Henmd. Mbl ik no To#t yactu uMmiepun CoHpara, KOTOpYIO 5 emle He
suzen. A nepeno MHoii wen cam umreparop Connar! Connar u bypxe!

V MeHs Ha pykax Jexxana MeprTBas JeBylika. [To kpaiinei Mepe, ka-
zaBmiascs meptBod. Onout dronpe, camas rpybas, camas »kecTkas Je-
ByLIKa, U3 KOrna-nmubo HOCHBIIMX KocMuueckue canoru. Ho ecnu ona
Takas rpybas U HENPEKJIOHHAas, TO IOYeMy He HIEeT CBOMMHU Horamu? S
MOCTaBMJI €€ Ha IIO0JI M BeJlesl MATH, HO OHA TyT XK€ ynana Ha MeHs. S 3a-
Tpsc ee. Torga oHa OTKphLIa [1a3a, U CHaYana 3Ty ia3a ObUTH nepenoli-
HEHbl CTpaJlaHieM, a TOTOM OHH HayaJli CTAHOBUTbCS OCMBICJIEHHBIMH.

— Bol MoxeTe aATH? — KPUKHYII 4.

— Ha, CuagHu, — OTBETH/IA OHA.

MMO3AAU HAC c tonorom nosiwics Opo Tapkua. A 3a HEUM, 1O
1Ba, 10 TPU B Psill, €CJIH 3TO MO3BOMAIA IIMPHHA TYHHEJIS, IIJTH COTHU
Oaiimepos. S kak Opdeii, MenbkHy0 B ronose, Opodeii, Opoeit, korto-
peiit cmyctuiicst B A, Opdeii, 3auapoBaBILMii My3bIKOi BCIO MPUPOLY,
Opdeii, koTOpEIi NpHILEN 3a CBOeH DBPUIHKONH W MOYTH BBIBEN €€ B
BepxHuUit Mup. Ho 51 He cTan ormsaasiBaThes Ha AJl, KaK 3To clenana OB-
puamka, 60sCh MOTEPATH U DINT, U )KU3Hb. PeallbHOCTh U BOOOpaXkeHue
TECHO CIUTENIUCh B MOEH roJIoBe, MOKa 5 1eN 3a BakxaHkamu — CoHpa-
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TOM M Bypike, — NOTOMY YTO OHHM OJHH 3HAJIH G€30MacHBIH ITyTh HapYXKYy,
XOT# U MOKYLIAJIMCh Ha MOIO SKU3Hb.

Hac nocrenenno moronst Opo Tapkua co cBouM ruiemeHeM. S mo-
GauBaJICs, YTO STH TUTaHTHl PacTONYYT MEHs WIH pa3sMaxyT IO CTe-
HaM TyHHens. [TostoMy ynpsmo maran Boepes, Aepka 3a pyKy OOWT
Jionpe. TyHHenb MOCTENEHHO Cy)Kajcs, MpeBpallasch B TOPJIOBHHY.
3emist BpeMs OT BpeMeHH conporanack. C3aay HakaThIBaJId BOJHBI Ile-
perperoro Bo3ayxa, rpo3s nomxapurh Hac. Ho s moyemy-to 3Han, 4ro
MBI BHE OITaCHOCTH.

— Conpiat! — 3aKkpryana BHE3anHO OUT.

S BckuHyn ronoBy. OH cTosin BBepXy, Nisias Ha Hac. M Bypxke Gbin
BMecTe ¢ HUM. OH CTOSJI CIIOKOHHO Y HEMOJABKIKHO, Kak cTarys. Opykus
He ObUTO BUOHO. 3areM Bypixke Kynma-To mcues. M BHe3amHO cBepXy Mo
TYHHEJIIO IIOKaTWJICS OIpOMHBIH AiLieoOpa3Hbli BalyH. MBI €/1Ba ycnenu
NpWKaThes K cTeHaM. BasyH npokaTtuncs MEMO, HO 3a HUM NOCIIe0Ball
npyroii. HemHoro menpumx pasmepos. U eme onud. Mbl yBepHynuch
u ot HuX. COHIAT MO NpeXHEMY CTOsUI, ONEIHBIN, U ISUIHICS Ha Hac.
3arem nossuics bBypike, kata k kKpato orpoMHbIi BatyH. OH ObUT Takoi
Gonboii, yro oguH 661 Bypxe He cnpaBwics, © CoHaaTy nmpHULIIOCH
romMorarh eMy. BayH ObUT CIHMIIKOM OrpOMHBIH, YTOOBI MBI MOIJIH OT
HEro YBEpHYThCS B IOCTATOYHO y3KOM TyHHele. OH yxe MOIKaThIBaJICA
K cCaMOMYy Kparo...

S obHsn Dpur 3a Tanuto. S 6ew1 roToB k cmeptu. Ho Bapyr Bypxke,
HEU3BECTHO MOYeMY, MOLIATHYJICA U, CTPEMSCh COXPAaHHUTh PaBHOBECHE,
cxBatmics 3a mieyo Conaara. CoHaT 3aBoONuII, 3aMaxan pyKaMu M Io-
KaTWiCs BHU3 MO CKiIoHy. OH Bpe3ancd B MEHS Ha MOJMHOH CKOPOCTH,
cOmII ¢ HOT, OKa3ajics CBepXy U BLUEMWICS 00eHMMHU pyKaMH MHeE B LI€IO,
C/IaBUB €€ TaK, YTO Y MEHs IJIa3a I0JIE3/IU U3 OpOUT.

— Cuo!

Tonoc Yusna!

S crpmian HaBepxy KaKyro-TO BO3HIO. I71a3a ObUIM MOJSHBI clie3, HO
MHE Ka3aJoch, YTO BAJIyH Ha kpaio Apoxut. [lotom s yBunen Bypxe
4 Ywiia Kappucra, cXBaTHBLIMXCS 32 BBICTYIbI BaJIyHa M TOJKaBIUMX
KaKIbIH B CBOIO CTOPOHY. 3aTeM MOSBUIIOCH JINLIO D/IUT, CKIIOHUBILEHCS
Hax ConpatroMm. MenbkHynu ee pykd. COHAAT BCXJIMITHYJ, BBIITYCTHII
MeHS M OTKarwics B CTOpoHy. Sl TyT ke pa3BepHyJcs W Opocuics Ha
Hero cBepxy. Urto-to spko OnecHyino B ero pyke. Hox! U s ynan Ha Hero
Ipyabio.

Bonu 51 e nouyBcTBoBas. [lepaka Teno CoHpaara, S MOAHSUICA Ha HOTH
Y yAapHJI €ro CIIMHOM O KOJIEHO TakK, KaK JIOMAIOT TOJICTbIH cyk. Mur ero
CBEpKaIoIIKe ra3a cMoTpesid Ha MeHa. OH aaxe ycren npodbopMoTarh
YTO-TO O MHJIOCEpPAMH, HO £ elle pa3 yAapul ero o koineHo. Paznancsa
I'POMKHI1 Tpeck, kKak joMmaetcs noneHo, 1 CoHnar, Benukuii Mar, ca-
Mo3BaHblii MMneparop Bynkana, monmeren Ha moin... a g ynaji HoBepX
€ro Tpyma, Opollas €ro cBoeH KpOBbIO, KPaCHOM, KaK BYIKaHHYECKHH
oroHb. JKuU3Hb MOsi yTeKalia depe3 AbIPKY B IPY/H, H s IUIbLT 10 HEXHBIM
BOJIHAM HaBCTPEYy CMEPTH. ..

126



HO HE JOILIBLII, xoTs uenas HeIensd BhIlajia Y MEHs U3 XKU3HH.
3areM s OTKpHUI IVia3a W YBHJE] KPOBIIO U3 IPEBECHOW KOpHI LIaTpa
HaiimepoB. CKpecTHB HOTH, Y MO€i#i JIe)KaHKH CHIEI OOHH U3 IIOMOIIHH-
koB Opo Tapkuaa, TOT caMbIi, 4TO BKUBHII MHE B PyKY TeJIeNIaTHICCKHM
HepB. [ pyzs Most Obuta 0OHaXKeHa, ¥ OH BOAWII IO PaHe HEXXHBIMHU NaJlb-
namu. 1 mouyst ocTphIif 3amax kakoii-to Ma3u. baiiMep cierka ynmei6-
HYJICS, Y1 51 YCHYII.

Korna s cHOBa npocHyics, pAaaoM ObUTH OIUT B YHILI.

Oput cugena Bo3jie MEHs U 4acTo MMrasa.

— Bel uyTh ObU10 He yMepin, CHIHEH, — 3asB1Ia OHA CEPAMTHIM TO-
HOM YHYHUTENbHBIMH, OTYMTHIBAIOIIEH HEPaIUBOTO YUSHHUKA, U Aaxe bl-
pKHYJIa OT BO3MYILEHHUA.

Yuius1 cTosn psiAoM M IPOMKO XpyCTeli NajabLiaMHu.

—HagepHoe, Tb1 fyMaemb, 4to s 6pocui Teds1, Cu, — CMyIIEeHHO cKa-
3aJ1 oH. — Ho 9T0 He Tak. S mpocTo mogymai, 4To nopa KoMy-HuOyAb U3
Hac MPOSBUTH 3ApaBbiii cMBICH. Eciu kpaTep roTOBUTCS K U3BEPIKEHHIO,
TO, 4TO OyneT ¢ HamuM kopabnem? Mbl Jke 3acTpsiHEM 37iECh Ha JI0JITHe
rofel... eciv He HaBcerga. M y mens nossunace unes! Y Conpara 1om-
’KeH OBITh KaKOW-TO IPYyroi MmyTh Ha MOBEpXHOCTh. IIOMHUIIB, KaK MbI
BBICAJIWJIMCh Ha 3Ty IUIaHeTy? MBI CTOSUIM Ha paBHHMHE, HA COTHHM Me-
TPOB BOKpYT He ObIJIO HU AymiM, U BApYr nosemwicst CoHAAT cO CBOUMH
monsmu! Bot 1 1 nomyman, 4yto Bo3ne kopabiisi ToybkHA ObITh TpeluHa
WIH TYHHENb, BeAyIIHi BHU3, K My3sipaM. U g okazancs npas! S cry-
CTHJICS BHM3, 110 JOpore YOI BOCEMb OXPaHHHKOB, 3a0pan UX MyIKd U
MIOTOM LIEJT MHOTO YacoB moAps/. IToka He nouyBCcTBOBa, YTO BO3AYX
CTAaHOBUTCS ropsunM. — Paccka3biBas, YHiu1 Bech OONUBAsICS NOTOM, U
rojoc y Hero ObUl KaKoi-TO OJIOBSIHHBIN. — Sl MOHsUI, YTO M3BEpPIKEHUE
Haganocs! M mobexan. A notom 4yTh He HatonkHyncsa Ha bypxe u Con-
Jara U yBUZIeN, 4To OHM jAesaloT. S nmuHkoM oTkuHyn CoHpara, 3aTeM
cran 6oporbes ¢ bypike 3a BamyH.

— Ho Bypxe mepTB, — co B310XOM CKazajia DauT.

S noxsnonan Yunna no KoJjieHy, CTapasich He BCTPEYaThCs C HUM B3I1-
JoM. OH U Tak 4yBCTBOBAJI ce0sl KpalHe HEeJIOBKO.

— Ilo kpaiiHeii Mepe, — npobopmoTan Yumi, — 6oabIIMHCTBO Haiime-
poB cnaceHo. Onu cnacnuch, Cua. A el ctan repoeM. Cua — repoii!
Tak um ckazan Opo Tapkun, U nmoscHuN, Kak Tel crac Oafimepos. Kak
3aCTaBWJl UX Wrparh My3blKy OaiiMepoB... KaK 3aMaHWI BceX JoAcH
CoHpara B 60bIION My3bIpb, H, TIOKa OHU TaM CITyIIAJIH MY3BIKY, IIPO-
Opasics o nepenarduka... M emie kak s 0py MOMOLIM [IUCTOJIETA C pa3-
PBIBHBIMHM IYJISIMH PacUIMPUT TOPJIOBHHY TYHHENsS, YToObl Galimephl
MOIJIA HPOMTH.. ..

— Tuxo!

IAUT MIOIIPE nonHecna yka3aTeNlbHbIH Majiell K CBOUM MpeaecT-
HBIM rybaMm. U Torna 4 yensiman. 3Byk My3biku Gaiimepos. [IpaBna, sTo
ObL1a TOJILKO OJTHA CTPYHA, TAHYILAs €JUHCTBEHHYIO HOTY.
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Ja, nogyman s nipo cebs, oasce mot, Opo Tapkuo, ne 3naewn 6ceil
npaeowvi. Tvi He 3Haewb, ¢ KAKOU Yenvio Meou NPeoKyU NPUOYMAnRU Smy
MY36IKY U nepeoanu ee nocnedylouum nNOKoneHuam. My3sviky, Heobxo-
OuUMYyIO ONIAl JICU3HU HA NIaHeme, KOmOpyI0 mep3aiom HeuMoGepHsle no
cune mazHummuvle 6ypu, 2eHepupyemvie MAZHUMHBIM NONEM CIUUKOM
onuzkozo Connya. Myswvika kak nexkapcmeo. Jlekapcmeo Ons ncuxuku u
Hepsos. B myzvike, Opo Tapkuo, ecmv Heumo ycnoxkausaioujee noiyvuie
8cex MeOuKamMeHmo3Hvx cpeocms. Ha moeii nnaneme 3narom 06 smom
Yorce HeckonbKo 6exos. Tak 4mo eac cnacna eauia My3vika, a 606ce He 1.

Onut Jlronpe nexana, MOMOKHUB MHE Ha KOJIEHH I'OJIOBY. YHIUI KyAa-ToO
nesncs. OueBHIHO, PELIIJI, YTO HY>KHO OCTaBHTh HaC BBOEM.

3areM DOUT MOHATIA rOJIOBY, B €€ NMPEJIECTHHIX I1a3aX CTOSIIN CIIE3bl.

— CupgHei... — cka3ala OHa M OTKauupLiack. — BEI... BBl ToXe
JIOKUTECh. ..

‘T'yObI ee mpoxanmu.

— Ot0 51 1 cobupasics caenarb, — ckasall s U IpUBJIEK ee k cebe. — I1o
U cobupaics.

U s nonenopan ee. .. Hy, moutu mouenosail, Ho OHa BAPYT OTHPSAHYJA.

— CuaHy, — cka3aia OHa, [IPEoJoNeB, HaKoHel, Cla3Mbl B ropie. —
S1... 1 HUKOTIAa He A-AyMaJia. .. YyTo BCTpedy APYroro TaKoro e, Kak ...
Hy, xpernkoro opemika. ITapHs, kotopblii He mobut MamauTh. IlapHs,
KOTOPBIH 3alpoCTO OpOCHI KOIIKE IOJ XBOCT CBOIO >KU3HB JIMILUB JUIA
TOr0, YTOOBI CIIACTU KOTO-TO APYTIOro...

51 HeMHOTO NoyMas U MpayHO CKa3all:

— HagepHoe, BbI ero Bcrpetwin. Ho u 1 toxe, Onut. J{onoi Beakux
TaMm yraerareneii! Bor Haw nesus. TBoi u Moii.

A cHoBa miprkai ee k cebe. M Ha 5TOT pa3 oHa He OTHPSAHYIA.

The bubble dwellers, (Planet Stories, 1945, Fall), nep. Anopeii bypyes
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E BLUE BEHEMOTH!

BRACKETT NOVELET /




NECYAHbLIU NEC

I

JABOE IINJIN no 3anagHoMy KOHIy oOmuMpHOro, Hakpbitoro Kyno-
1oM, ropoaa MapconopT, LUK JIETKMM IIaroM oOuTateneil myCThIHH.
310 6BLI paiioH TPYII00, IAe KynoJ, 3arubasch, MPOAODKAJICS MO 3eM-
nei. JIBrokeHHs BO3yXa NOYTH He 6bUI0, MOCKOIbKY BO3IYIIIHAs BOJHA,
KOTOPYIO HEyCTAHHO FHAJIM THTaHTCKHE rOpPOJICKHE BEHTUIATOPBI, OTH-
6ana Kpusyio cropono#i. Ho Hukoro 310 He BonHoBano. beansie npu-
BBIKJIM K 3aTXJIOMYy BO3AyXy M IUIOXHM YCJIOBHMSIM JKH3HH, a Oorarbie
MHPHO CIaJId B CBOMX JIOMaX B OTTOPOXKEHHOM CTEKJISHHBIMH CTEHaAMH
ueHtpe Kymona, rae HCKycCTBEHHBbIH BeTep Ayl peryJsapHO Hecs CBe-
ECThb U KUCIIOPOJ.

OTH 1BO€, NepeABHMraBLUMECSs B TEHU 3JIOBOHHOTO IEpeyJsiKa, pas-
yMeeTcs, He apUIIMpOBaIM CBOEH ONEXIOH, YTO MPHBBHIKIM K OKpY-
KaBlIeH HUX OeIHOCTH, MOAYEPKHYTOH psAmamMu OOBeTLIANBIX JOMOB,
TPA3BIO M 3aMyCTEHHEM, LApMBIIMMHM BOKpYyr. O6a OHM HeIaBHO MO-
KHHYIH noaMocTKU MapcuaHckoro Koponesckoro Tearpa, rae xu3Hb
n300pakanach C MHOIO, HCKOKEHHOrO O HEY3HaBaeMOCTH paKypca.
Ho Tearp 6ypmun y Hux B kpoBH. X Bcerna uHTepecoBanu Goratsie,
HO He M3 JKeJaHHUs MOAPaXKaTh TaKOBBIM, a U3 CTpeM/IeHUs Habmonare
¥ y4uThca. BO3BMOXHO, B MX JNEHCTBUAX HBIHEIIHUM BEYEPOM MOXKHO
OBIIO OTBICKATH Mapajuiesb ¢ AEHCTBHAMU MECYaHbIX IICOB, )KUBOTHBIX,
cneuupUYHBIX A1 MApCHAHCKHUX ITyCTBIHb, KOTOpble CIIOCOOHBI Tepe-
MeLIaThCs C OTPOMHOM CKOPOCTBIO Ha O0/bLIME pacCTOSHUS B MOHUCKAX
AMOBHMTBIX KPhIC — INIABHONO HCTOYHMKA WX MHIIIH.

Bonee BricOkHH K3 ABYX 6e3yNnpeqHO OAETHIX MY>XYHH OBLT Kak pa3
1 u3BecTeH mox 3TuM uMeHeM — Ilecyansiit [lec. Ero xxeprBamu Gputn
AMI0OBHTBIE KPBICHI, OXOTALIMECH Ha Oe33alMTHBIX Jofel. B Tearpe on
NOBHJAJI HEMANO 3HaAMEHUTOCTEH, U cpeau Hux Jlopuana Mokepa, ce-
J0r0, TOHKOryOO0ro NpoOU3BOIUTENs CTEKIIA, KOTOPBIH, IIPH ITOMOLLH CBO-
ero npeanpusaTus «MapcuaHnckuii Crexionys, IHK» aepakan sxesie3HOH
XBaTkoil Bech Mapcomnopr.

Iecuansiit Ilec MHOro 3Han o Mokepe Takoro, 4ero TOT HMOKJIAICA
nepxartb B cexpere. Ho Ilecuansrii [Tec, 3TOT cTpaHHBIH NepcOHaX, KO-
TOpPOTO 3HaJ Bech Mapc, ObLIT U3BECTEH €Ile H TeM, YTO CEKPeTHl Xpa-
HWIKCh B HeM, Kak B Morwie. OH 3HaJ, Hanpumep, 4yto Mokep Biagen
BCEro JIMIIb COpPOKa JEBATHIO NPOLIEHTAaMM akimii «MapcuaHCKoro
Crewtonysa, MHk». 3Han OH, Takxke, 4TO, HEB3Upas Ha 5To, Mokep
yINpaBJisii rOJIOCOBAHUAMH B KOPIIOPALIMH, IUKTOBAJ €€ MOIUTHKY, a N0-
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THE SANDHOUND

By ROSS ROCKLYNNE

The key to a world-empire Iay in a tiny vial eof glittering sand.

Death waited in dark shadows te wrest the key from a slender girl.

And in other shadows steod a rakish freehooter, the Sandhound—

ready to exterminate the hma:& rats that infested Mars’ rusty
san

Nastration by Harry Leydenfrost
TOMY, (paKTHUECKH, MPAaBWI XKU3HAMH pabO4YHX-CTEKJIONYBOB U HMX Ce-
Meii, CTaBIIMX, €CJIH YK TOBOPUTH Ha YHCTOTY, €ro pabaMu.

Iecuansrii Ilec momo3peBan, 4To HaCTaHET JeHb, KOTAA €ro 3HaHHE
MO30PHBIX CEKpeTOB MoKepa 3aCTaBUTh 3TOI'0 BEJIUKOTO YeJIOBEKA pyX-
HYTb C HETOCTIXKMMEIX BBICOT, H 3TOTO JHA [lec sknan ¢ HeTepneHueM 1
YBEpEHHOCTEIO, IIOCKOIBKY HMEHHO TakuX, kak Mokep, [lecuansrii [Tec
OBbUT MONIOH PEIIMMOCTH UCTPEOHTH B CBOEH TaifHON M OecromagHoi
6oprbe npoTuB yraerareneii Mapca.

Ilec mien IMMPOKWM IHAroM, JIETOHBKO TMOMAaxWBas TPOCTOYKOH W3
OpPOH30BO-KPaCHOTO JAEPEBAHHOTO TPOCTHHKA, HO TOJAOLIBHEI €ro He
U3/1aBaJI HA 3ByKa Mo OyneDKHOIM MoctoBoH. Ero mmio, onajieHHOe
TOPSIYMM COJTHIIEM ITyCTHIHB U CTaBlliee OPOH30BO-KpacHBIM, Kak caMu
TyCTBIHH, COCTOSIIME M3 JKEJIE3HBIX OKHUCIIOB, Ka3aloch pacciabieH-
HBIM ¥ 6e33a00THEIM. Ho Ha caMoM fejte, mo0oe ero Majseiiiee JBHKe-
HHUe OBUIO MPOAYMAHO HAMepel, a cepble I71a3a, OKPY KEHHbBIE CETOUKOM
MEJIKUX MOPIIUH, KOTOPbIe MOSBUIACH OTHIOAb HE OT OXHUX YIOBOJIb-
CTBHI, HE YNyCKaJId HU MaJieillell TeHd B HUIIAX CTEH, YLIH YJIaBJIU-
BaJIi MaJleHye 3ByKH, a HOC aHAIM3UPOBAJI BCE apOMAThl, KOTOPBIMHU
66T NponuTaH nepeynaok. OnbIT aBHO Hayuwi Ilca, 4To 32 HUM mMO-
CTOSIHHO CJIEAYeT ONAacHOCTh M BHE3alHas CMEpTh, KOTOpas MOKapaeT
moboe TmpeHeOpekeHHe MalieMIIMMH H3MEHEHHMSIMH OKpY»Karolei
cpeabl, TOCKOJIBKY BEYHO OH LIEJT [0 CaMOoi IpaHH, pa3aensomeii 3akoH
1 Oe33aKOHHME. ‘

CrnyTHUK ero ObUI HIDKE POCTOM M HENPONOPLIMOHAIBHO IIMPOK B
miedax. CTyman oH Tak ke Tixo, kak [lecuansiii [lec. Hoc ero 6su1 ¢
ropOUHKO# 1O caMoii cepefike, €clld BEpUTh paccKasaM, OT TMONy4YeH-
HOro B NIbSHOH Apake nepenoma. Eme mongecsTka mipaMOB Ha YIio-
BaTO#, HECHMMETPHYHOH (PU3MOHOMHM HaMEKallH, YTO TaKHe IpakH,
KOTOpBble TPYAHO Ha3BaTh WHaye, YeM CMEPTEJIbHBIMH IOEIMHKAMH,
TPOUCXONWIM B €ro >KH3HHM 4acTo M Aaxe peryimsipHo. Ho Bce ke mo
YTPIOMOMY HEIOBOJIECTBY, TAUBIIEMYCS B YTOJIKaX ero ryd, paBHO kKak U
[0 COHHO MOJIYIIPHKPBITHIM [71a3aM, TPYAHO OBLIO MPEATIOIOKHUT, YTO
OH croco0eH B JIF000¥ MOMEHT 3alUTUTE ces AaKe OT MPEeBOCXOAs-
[IMX CHJI IPOTHBHHUKA.
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Sand rose in billowing clouds from the Sandhound’s ruptured space-suit—and Macker
came hurtling forward, his face snarling in triumph,

OTH ABOE MEIEHHO LIUTH Breper 6e3 BCAKOH LM, a TOMBKO XKJIaH
— JKJIaJIy, KOT/la YTO-HUOYIb MPOU30HIeT.

ToT, yTO NOHMXKE, KOTOpOMY NlaBHO yxe Aanu uMs Tynoi Ipumypox,
HaKOHeEL, 3aroBOpHJI, IIPHMYEM TOJIOC €ro He pasHeccs Aajiblie yIuei
Ilecuanoro Ilca.
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— 51 otman GBI BceX «OpPJIOB» ', YTO Y MEHS €CTh, 3a KpoBarb. M 1o-
GaBu1 OB K HUM Haml Kopabib. A OCTaTOK JKM3HM s Bpy4ma OBl 3a e
HeJlen HempepbIBHOTO cHa. S crarh xody. S MepTBelkH XOdy CIHaTh.
Eciu s He moCILTIO XOTh HEMHOTO, TO YMPY.

INecuansrii [lec naBHO yke NPUBBIK K €10 BEYHOMY HBITBIO.

— Tol cnian BYepa, — HAIOMHKJ OH.

— 51 xo4y mocnark ro-HacTosImeMy. Xo4y IpocnaTh LEeTyIO HEAEMO, —
ckazain [Ipumypok, a masa ero axx 3aropejuch OT BOXKAeNeHus. — S xody
JieYb, OCTaBUTH MHUP 32 KOPMO# U He IIPOCHINIATLCS, TI0KA BOKPYT HE Had-
HeTcs HacTosAImas cyMaroxa. Thl HUUero He MOHUMaellb BO CHE. 3TO BO-
BCE He ITycTas TPaTa BpEeMEeHH. DTO 3aIllUTa OT MOHOTOHHOCTH ObITus. S
XOYy CIIaTh, KOrJa HeYero enarh. A Korjaa NosBIAIOTCS KaKHe-TO Aena,
s MPOCHINAack. BOT Tak s cTpemitock »xuTh. IToMHI0, Kak Ha IltyToHE,
KOTI/ZIa s OTEPSUT TBOM CJIe... s NPOCTall TOTAA HEMyIo HeJleNo. 3aTeM
BCTaJI, YTO-TO TaM CheJl M Mpomnai eie Heaemo. [Tocne mpocHyncs, cven
xopouuii 06ex U oTIpaBUIICs 06paTHO. ...

INecuansiit [lec mpuBBIK KO Beel 3To# GonTOBHE.

— BTopyto Henemnro Th He cHaj, — 4yTh YABIOHYJICS OH.

I'maza Ilpunypka 3aCBETHIIUCE.

— IlpaBunpHO! — BOCKIMKHYJ OH, B3MaxXHyJ BO3JI€ CBOEr0 KPHUBOIO
HOCa CJIOXKCHHOH Yalne4ykod pykoi M pasfaBHII JNETAIIEr0 MUMO XKyKa.
— [IpaBwisHo! S mpocHYICs, Tak Kak MOHsI, 4TO Tebe Ha 3eMiie IPHX0-
JIUTCS TPYAHO, BOT MHE M MPHIIIOCH JIETETH TyZIa KaKk MOXHO ObICTpee.

— Hudero Thl He MOHSJI, a MPOCTO MOTYYHJ MOE TENENaTU4ecKoe
coofIeHue.

Mo wmcmempenHomy mpamamu nuiy Ilpumypka npomenbkHyno
Tpe3peHHe.

—Yro? Tenenarus? [a 3To npocto uyxHa! PocckasHu crapeix 6abok.
Cyesepue. Tol xxaewb, uto OBI 1 HOBEpH B Tenenaruio, med? Tak BoT
— He aoxaemscs! 1o 6pu1a npocto gorazaka... Ilpocto s nmoHs, 4to
THI B Gezte. .. Yl Heuero roBoputh MHe O Kakoi-To TaMm Tenenaruu! Hy, a
TO# HOYBIO, KOTJIa NAPHHUIIKH U3 HapKO-CHHIMKaTa Opocuinu Tebs, CBs-
3aHHOTO, Ha TyMaHHOM Oepery Ha FOmuTepe, a s Te6s OTBICKa, 3TO YTO
MOITIO OBITE, KakK He goraaxka? Toxke, cKaxelns, Teaenatua? MoxeT, Thl
X04ellb, YTOOBI S MOBEPHUII B 3aKIIMHAHUI MyM60-1oM607?

— Tummre, — ocagmin ero Ilecuansiit Ilec. — MBI Bce-Taku B ropoze,
nonHoM G6anauToB. borarsle mymar 6eaHbIX 1 6ecioMomHbIX. JpyruMu
CJIOBaMH, He Te 371eCh MecTa, YToOb! 6e3HaKa3aHHO LUIATHCS MO HOYaM.
To1 yTo-HUOYAB CNBIIUIIB?

— Huuero, — no-npexxHeMy yrpromo nposopuain I[Ipuaypok.

* «Openm» — cTapuHHaA 30J0Tas MOHETa JOCTOMHCTBOM 10 mosu.
(ipum. miepeR.)
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Onu nouwtu paneuie. Ilecuansnii Ilec pasenekancs cozepLiaHueM
¢usnonomuu Ilpuaypka. OH AaBHO MPHBBHIK K HEMY, IEPBOKIACCHOMY
CKEMNTHKY, KOTOpbIH MOT Obl BHIETh, KaK BCE MEPTBbIE IIPOPOKH CITyCKa-
1oTcs Ha 3eminio 1o JlectHuue MakoBa u Bce paBHO CIIOKOHHO CHAETH
He 6epery Muccypu. Ho Iecuansrii [Tec xopomo 3Han cneuuduyeckue
cniocobHocTH [Ipuaypka, naxke Te, B KOTOPhIX He Bepui ToT caMm. [Toa-
TOMY OH M HaOJIIo[al 3a €ro JIULIOM.

I'maza y [Ipunypka 66uti coHHbIME. OH ¢ TpyAOM NoziaBui 3eBoK. OH
NIPaKTUYeCKHU Cajl Ha XOAY... HO BIpPYT Bce W3MeHwnochk. [nasza Ilpu-
AypKa IIMPOKO pacnaxHymuch. I'y6sl cxamuce. JIMLO cTano TBEpAbIM,
KaK KaMeHb.

OH 3amep NMoCpeH 1ara.

— O-0... — mporenTan oH.

Ilecuansriii Ilec cxBatun ero 1 Ha BCAKHM CiTydaii 3aIBUHYN B TEHb.

B THIIMHE TEMHOTO, ITyCTHIHHOTO TepeyJIKa IPUNTYIEHHBIH IeT40K
NPEAOXPAHHUTENS JIy4eBOTO MUCTOJIETA MPO3BYYan OCOOEHHO ycTpalua-
tomte. M nmoutu TyT ke paznasncs KOPOTKHMi JKEHCKUI BCKpUK. A nocne
CHOBA HACTYIMM/Ia THILXHA.

Ipumypok u300pa3mi Ha cBoel Gpu3HH OOAPYIO YIBIOKY.

— 51 yxe npocHyncs, — IPOIIENTA OH.

IMecuansiii [Tec 6picTpo U OGeciryMHO obexarn 1o nepeyky, OCTphIi
CIyX €ro BeJl K MaJIeHbKOH BETXOM Jladyre Tak YBEpEHHO, CIIOBHO OHa
OblTa oTMEYeHa (oHapeM. 3aTeM U3 TEMHOTHI, [TOYTH IOJHOM, Henpo-
HHLIaeMOH TEMHOTBI, B KOTOPOM €J1Ba JIK MO>KHO OBLIIO YTO-IMO0 pasris-
JeTh U Ha MATh L1aroB, Ha Hero 6pocusack Kakas-To HesCHas Qurypa.
Tonbko npupoaHas rudkocTh no3ponuina [Icy coxpaHUTs paBHOBECHE.

OH MTHOBEHHO TNOBEPHYJICS GOKOM K Jiauyyre M HalajaBlleMy, €CllU
HanagaBui BooOme Obu1. 3atem Ilecuansiit Ilec ycnbiman ynanso-
Igecs IIard U MeJIbKOM YBHJEJ YelIOBEUeCcKylo GUrypy, npexzae 4eM
Ta Ucuessna B 1abupHHTe nepeynkoB. [lecyaHbiii mec HaXMypHiCs U Mo-
BEpHYJICA K 00/yIIIEHHOH ABEPH 1auyTH.

OH ITIOBEPHVYJI pyuKy nBepH, YyBCTBYS, KaK €€ IPUIEP>KUBAIOT U3-
HYTpH, pacnaxHys ABepb M LIarHyn K AeBYyIIKe, KOTOpas TOXeE 1arHynaa
eMy HaBcTpeuy. OOe ee HaMaHHMKIOpDEHHBbIE PYKH OBUIM NPHXXKaThl K
TPYOM 3JIEraHTHOM, IIENIKOBO# Oenoi Ony3Kku, OTKPBITHI B 3aMemia-
TeNBECTBE poT 0Opa3oBEIBal OykBY «O». B omgHOit pyke, sCHO BUIMMOIA
BCE€3aMevaroLyM B3DiAoM necyaHoro Ilca, oHa neprkana KpoleyHbIH
NpO3pauHbIi My3bIpeK ¢ MOJIOYHO-0EIbIM NIECKOM, a B IpYTOii CxkMMala
APKYIO TPYOKy Jy4eBOro MUCTONeTa.

MenbkHYIIO €€ 301I0TOe OXKepelibe, Ha MeaTboHe KOTOporo ObLIM
oyxesl B.K.A.
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Ilecuansrii Ilec He ycnen 3agepkarh ee pyKy, METHYBILYIOCS K BBI-
Kiodaremo. CBeT morac, a AeByIIKa OTCKOYMIIA Ha3a/l C MPUIAYLIEHHBIM
BCKPUKOM.

— Croiire, rie croute, — LIENHY/a OHa U3 TeMHOTHL, U [lecuanrrii [lec
NPBITHYJ BIIEBO KaK pa3 BOBpeMs, 4TOOBI YHTH OT MEPTBEHHO-0JIEIHOTO
nuiefida nmiaMeHH, npomuasiuerocs no komHare. Ilecuansiii I[lec pes-
KHM yZIapoM 3aXJIOITHYJI JBEPh, M KOMHATa Iorpy3uiack B TEMHOTY, Ha-
pylIaeMyro JHIIb CIaObIMH OTCBETAaMH M3 He3allTopeHHOro okHa. Ho
OH OTYETIMBO CIBIIAN JbIXaHUE, KOTOPOE MBITAJIaCh CKPBITH JAEBYIIKA
— a Taroke oyt 6ecrrymable maru Tynoro Ipunypka.

— Y6epure cBoro urpyuiky, — exnen I[lecuansiii [1ec.

— He panplie, yeM s momxapro Bac, — HCTEPUYHO IIEMHYJIa OHA. —
Bac... u Broporo... ornpaBwiu oHu. Ho s He OBepsIO HUKOMY U3 Bac
Y He JaMcs BaM B...

Oma pesko 3amonyaia. [locnpiuanuce cnadble 3Byku 60pn0OEL. Ilec-
qaHbIi [lec HeOpeXKHO MpoIIeNn K BHIKIIOYATENIO.

— [Tonanace, — ycmexHyncs IIpuaypok, koraa TEeMHOTY KOMHAThI 03a-
PHJII IPKUii CBET.

— Xopomas pabora, — cka3zan [lecuansiii [lec, mogomen k eBymke u
B35J1 M3 €€ NaJIbLEB ITy3bIPEK C OEJIBIM IECKOM.

Ona 3abmiacek B yanax [Ipuaypka, Ha mia3aX CTaHOBSCH ITyHIOBOH
OT THeBa, U MOMbITAaCh 3aKpU4aTh, HO LIHpPOKas JianoHb llpumypka
IUIOTHO 3akKuMasa el poT. BHuManue ee ObUI0 cOCpenoToueHO Ha Imy-
3BIPBKE C NTeCKOM, koTopslii Ilec HeOpexxHO Bepren B naibLax.

— Kpucramiuyeckuii necok, — paccesHHo npodopmoran Ilecuansrii
Ilec. — JIeBCTBEHHBIH.

— Appx! — kax-To yTpobHO npoperyain [Ipuaypok. — Her Ha Mapce
HHUKaKOTO JEBCTBEHHOT'O OEJIOro mecka, 2k BaM JIM 3TO HE 3HATh.

Habmonas 3a neBymikoii, Ilec 3amMeTHI Kakoe-TO CTpaHHOE BbIpake-
HHeE, MEbKHYBIIEE 10 €€ TOYTH YTO KJIACCHYECKUM YepTaM Jikia. OHa
CHOBa NPHHsIACH 0TOMBaThCs. [lec 3ayMunBO B3BECHII ITy3bIpeK Ha J1a-
JIOHM U caesal kopoTkuii 3Hak [Ipumypky. Tot ornmycTun neByuky.

Ona Habpocunach Ha necyaHoro Ilca, kak TopHamo, MBITAsACh CXBa-
THTB IMy3bIPEK, a ¢ Ty0 ee MPU 3TOM CPHIBAJIMCH KaKHE-TO XHBIYYIHE
3BykH. Ilec yxioHuCs, mIarHyn B CTOpPOHY, a KOrja OHa CHOBa pBaHYy-
Jach K HeMy, IpoTaHyn el my3pipek. OHa OCTaHOBHIIACh, CIIOBHO yIa-
PMBIIHUCH O CTeHY, M MONT4a IIsJesia Ha Iy3bIpeK, CJIOBHO He Beps, 4TO
il BO3BpalIaloT ero. 3areM u3/ajia BCKpHK, CXBaTHIIa IMy3bIpeK 1 CJIOBHO
Ha KpBUIBSX TONETeNa K ABEPH.

Ho y nBepu yxe ctosn IIpuaypok, ynsi6asce clokoiHO, HO y6enu-
TeNpHO. JleByIlika OCTaHOBIIIACH IIEPE] HAM, IPOXKa, CKUMAst U PazKu-
Mas KyJa4yKH.
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[Mecuansrii [lec Gonpiue He oOpaman Ha Hee BHUMaHUA. OH OBICTPO
OCMOTpes KOMHATYy — IIaTaloMUiCs CTYJI, MOKOIIEHHbIH CTON, KyllIeTKa
- W BHYTpeHHs: Asepb. OH mpouies K 3TOH IBEpH H, yXKE B3ABLINCH
1a pyuKy, obepHysncs Hasan. JleBymka cHoBa Owiack B o6baTusax Ilpu-
Jiypka. 3aTteM noBepHyJa rojiosy k Ilcy.

— Oroitpure orryna! — 3agpixasch, BRIKpHKHYJia oHa. — He cmeiite
JIoTparuBaThcs 0 TOH JIBEpU. YX0onuTe, CbIuuTe? — YKac ¥ OT4asiHHe
CMEIIAIKCH B €€ CTaBLIMX TAKUMU IPUBJICKaTEIbHPIMU KapuX Ila3ax.

— Oroiiny, — cka3an eit Ilec, HacMelTUBO ynpIGasCh, — MOCKOIBKY
CUYMTAIO, YTO B HCTHHHOH KPacoTe HE MOXET OBbITh CKOTCKUX Ka4yeCTB.

JeByika cBepKHyna [a3amH.

— A y UCTUHHOTO 3J1a He MOXeET OBITh HUKaKMX JOCTOWHCTB — S CYH-
taio Tak! — OTBETHNIA OHA.

Ee nonneie ry6sl Apoxkaity, I71a3 OHa He OITycKalla, HO ropsJas ciesa
Oexxasa 1o ee IeKe.

Ilecyansrii Ilec ¢ AOCTOMHCTBOM MOKJIOHUIICH.

— Bo3MOXxHO, BbI IeperyTaid Hac 000HX ¢ KEM-TO JPYT'HM, — CKazall
OH JeBYIIKe U, 6e3 JaJbHEHIINX [IEPEeMOHUH OTKPbLI BEPb.

3a BepbIO JIeKall I'POTECKHO HM30THYTHIM moxoiHuk. KpomeuHas,
OmnaJjieHHas JBIPOYKa Ha ero JIOy CBHAETEIbCTBOBAJIA O €ro BHE3alHOM
koHuuHe. [Tecyansiii [Tec omycTuics Ha KOJIEHO U MPOBEJ pyKoi no 6e3-
YKOPH3HEHHO BBIOpHTOMY Moaboponky mepreeria. HeiHemHuM BeyepoM
B MapcuaHckoM Koponesckom Tearpe 3TOT yenoBek ObLT )KMB H 3710pOB.
OH cuzen B noxe no3aau Beaukoro Jlopuana Mokepa, HO, Ka3anoch,
Jaxce He misazeN Ha cueHy. Kora neeca JocTHIIa KyJIbMHHALIMH, H BCE-
obuiee BHMMaHue OblT 0OpalLIeHO Ha CLIEHY, OH BHE3aIHO ucye3. A 4ye-
pe3 mATh MUHYT yiuen 1 Mokep.

C 6e3MONBHBIM TOHMMaHHEM, KOTOpPO€ HMHOIJA YCTaHaBIMBaeTCs
Mexxay moabMH, IIpuaypok MIsHYINI co CBOEro MecTa Ha MepTBeLa U pa-
HOOCTHO 3asBUII:

— CMotpuTe-Ka, 3TO TOT caMblii mapeHs! ManeHbkuii, pachydsipeH-
HbBIN KpbICeHbI!

JeByiika BHe3anHO pa3pas3wiach phIAAHUAMM, oTckouuna ot Ilpu-
AypKa U pyXHyJa Ha CTyJl, 3aKpbIB pyKaMH JIMLO.

IIpunypok nomsuics ¢ HOTH Ha HOT'Y, [TIOKa4KBasi TOJIOBOH.

— Xoporuii 6611 BEICTpeN! — C BOCXHIIEHHEM cKasan oH. — M dero
BBI TU1a4eTe?

OH B3BeCHJT Ha JIA/IOHH €€ JTy4eBO# MUCTONIETHK U YMOJISAIOLLE B3I~
Hyn Ha Ilecuanoro Ilca.

[ecuansiii Ilec momaBun yneIOKy, misas, kak maercs Ilpumypok B
NPHCYTCTBUH IUTauymiei xkeHIUHBI. OH MpUces Ha Kpail cTona u xJjan,
KOTZa JEeBYIIKAa XOTh HEMHOTO YCIIOKOMTCS. 3aT€éM 3aroBOPWII, MSATKO,
JIETOHBKO NIOKauMBas TpocToukoi, a mepreell JIapeHc Cneanc, — Ipa-

137



Bas pyka Jlopuana Moxkepa, — Jiekamuii 3a JajibHEH JIBEPbIO, YCTaBHII
HEBUIALIMI B3NN B ITOKPBITHINA Ay TUHOM MOTOJOK.

— MB&1 He noapy4Hble Mokepa, eciii 3T0 Bac O€CIIOKOUT, — CEphE3HO
ckasan Ilec, msaas Ha NeBYLIKy CIIOKOMHBIMH CephIMU DiazaMu. — [la-
BaiiTe, pacCKa)KUTE HaM, YTO TYT IIPOHCXO/IUT.

JeBymika BckuHyna ronopy. Ee Mo ¢ nmomHeIMH ryb6aMu, Kpyrioe,
MOJIOHO€, 3A0POBOE, MOIHOE KaKOH-TO NPUPOAHON KPACOTHI, BBHIIVIAIENIO
ceriyac u3MydeHHbIM. Ho oHa sBHO moBepuna [lecuanomy Ilcy.

— 51 He Mory BaM cKa3arh, — THXO CKa3asia OHa, — Bce OecrionesHo. S
Mps4YyCh C TeX NOp, Kak BOILIAa Ha kopabnp, Hanpasnsomuiics Ha Mapc,
HO OHH H TyT Hanuu MeHa. OHH yObtoT TomMMmH, a MOTOM U MeHs. — U3
F1a3 €e CHOBA MOTEKIIH Cle3bl, MeJIEHHbIEe, KPYIIHbIE CJIE3NHKH, KOTO-
pBIE OHA IIPOCTO HE MONIA yaepKaTb. — Sl He MOry HHYero pacckasarb
BaM, — MPUIIYLICHHO BBLIAaBUJIa OHA, — HOTOMY YTO HUKTO HE CMOXET
MH€ IIOMOYb.

— Jlanno, — ckazan Ilecuanriii Ilec, — ecnu BBl He rOBOpUTE MHE, TO
g caM paccKaxy BaM. ToMMH, O KOTOpPOM BBl YNIOMSHYNIH, 3T0 ToMMH
Hysiin. A Tommu [lysiiH 1aBHO yxe CTpaHCTBYeT 1o Mapcy B MOMCKax
MIOTEPSHHON JOJNIMHBI KPUCTAIITMYECKOTO MECKa, 0 KOTOPOH TOBOPHITH
pa3Beaunky Mapca, KOTOpbIe COBEPIIMIM MEPBYIO BEICaKy Ha Mapc.
M Tommu namen nonusHy, Ho Mokep y3Hain o6 stom. Teneps oH xoder
NOMy4HTh HaJ HeH koHTpons. Ho TomMu He cran 6wl ee nponaBare. Tak
41O Tenepb ToMMu rae-1o y Mokepa u, Kak Bbl NPaBHJIBHO CHMTAETe,
€ro HaBepHsAKa IIOABEPraloT IbITKaM, YTOOBI Y3HATh, I7Ie HAXOAUTCS JI0-
nuHa. Tak, rae oHu gepxkar Tommu?

I'pyne neBymxu noassinace ¥ onana. OHa ycraBunack Ha [lca -
POKO PacKpBITBIMH ITIa3aMHU.

— Kak BHI y3Ha/u BCe 5107

ITecuansiii Ilec Moirdga moxasn riedamu.

— He 3Hato 1, rae ero aepxar, — cka3ajia J€ByllIKa, €Ba yAEP>KUBasICh
oT clies.

— BblI 3HaeTe, rae HaXoOUTCs JONMHHA?

Ee manb1ipl cuiibHEe CTHCHYIH My3bIpeK C OENIbIM MECKOM.

— Her, — cka3ana oHa.

— IlonaTtHo, — ckasan Ilec um kuBHyn Ha Teno JIspenca CrneB3Hca.
— Moxkep ormpaBun ero k BaM. A BBl 3aCTpelHiM €ro B mpenenax
€caMOOOOPOHEL.

JleByIllka pe3ko KMBHYJIA.

— 51 BooO1Ie BIEpBEIE BOCTIONB30BATIACH OPYXKHEM. .. Bl moHHUMaeTe,
Bnepebie? S He xotena yousars ero. Ho xornma yBuaena, yto oH ymep,
TO NIepeTaliuia ero B 3aHIOK0 KOMHaTy, a 3areM mouwuia B... — OHa npu-
Kycuiia ry0y U 3amoirdana.
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Iecyansrit [lec mogHsics W mpolescs M0 KOMHAaTe ¢ TAKUM BUIOM,
Oyxaro 4yto-To BeicMaTpHBail. ClieBa OT IBEPHOTO KOCAKA OH YBHIEN Tpe-
YTOJIbHYIO ABIPKY B CT€He, 00pa30BaBIIYIOCS, KOTJa AEBYIIKa BBICTpe-
JMJIa B HEro U NpoMaxHysach. OH yIOBIETBOPEHHO KMBHYIIL.

JleBylika, U A0 5TOro He 6ozapas, Tenepb OKOHYATENbHO JIMIIWIIACh
CHIL.

INecuansrii [lec ycnokausarolue ynbIOHycs ei.

— Tak peno He mokiner. Ceiuac Henb3s cIaBaTbCs, MOs JOporas.
Hy>xHo eme MHOro yero caenarb. Sl He Xouy, YTOObl Bbl OCTAaBaJIUCh
31ech, Korga Mokep oOHapy>KUT, UTO €ro HaeMHHK He BEpHyJICs, U Ha-
npasuT crona nomuuuio. To, uro Bbl 3acTpenunu CrieBHca U1 caMoo-
GOpOHBI, HEe MPOKATHT Ha Cy/e MPUCSHKHBIX, KOTOPBIH, pasymeercs, Oy-
net noactpoeH. Bac nocanat. Kak Bac 30By1?

OHa HeMHOTO MoKosebanach, HO IIOTOM YCTaJIO CKa3aJia:

— OHH... OuH KappyTtepc.

— Bac 6ynyT uckarb, — ckasan IlecuaHsiii ec, — Tak 4To Hy>HO INpH-
IyMaThb BaM NcEeBIOHUM. YnuTe B oTenb «Apec» U 3aperucTpupyiTech
Tam nog uMeHeM Bukropus Katpun Anamc.

OHa Tak ¥ NOIIPBITHYA.

— OT0 K€ MO€ HacTosLee UMs! — BOCKIMKHYJIAa OHa, PACKPBIB OT W3-
yMJIEHMs TOJTHBIE TyOBI. — Jla KTO ke BbI?

B stor moment Ilecuansiii Ilec, Ha koTOpOro Bcerma NMpPOU3BOAMIIA
BIIEYaTIICHHE KEHCKas KpacoTa, ocTpo no3asuaoBan Tommu Jlysiiny.

— Celiuac He BaXHO, KT0 1. Hekro, k10 yMTaeT razeTsl, MOs JOporas,
a B HHX NpoMaBIas HacleAHMLA SBJIETCS NIaBHOM HOBOCTHIO. Bac Tak
K€ MOXKHO JIErKO ONO3HAaTh 110 MHULIMANaM Ha MeJlalboHe.

JleBylika caenana KOHBYJILCUBHOE JIBH)KEHHE, YTOOBI IPUKPHITH Jia-
JOHBIO MEAATbOH, HO TYT K€ NOHHKJIA.

— S caoenaro, Kak Bl TOBOPHUTE, — KPOTKO CKa3ajia OHa. — A BBI 103a-
dorureck o... Tene?

Tynoii [lpunypok ycMexHysics LIMPOKOH yXMBUIKOH, IMOKa3bIBasi BCe
CBOM THUJIBIE 3yOBI.

— He Bonnyiitech, — nporosopui oH. — Eciii Mel 3a 4to-T0 Gepemcs,
TO JiefaeM 3TO Ha coBecTh. [loHumaeTe?

U oH oTKpbiN BRIXOAHYIO ABEPH. JleByllIKa CEKYHAY CTOsIa, XMYPSCh,
3areM OBICTPO MpoILIAach MO KOMHare, cobupas nu4Hele Bemu. [Ipuo-
CTaHOBHWJIACh B IBEPHOM IIpOeMe, 03a1a4€HHO noaHsIa 6poBb, Opocuna
npucTanbHbIi B34 Ha Ilecuanoro Ilca u pacTBopuiiack B HOUH.

IT

HNPUAYPOK BBICTPO 3akpbii 3a Heli 1Bepb.
— U uto Teneps, 60cc? — cipocuit OH U BHe3aIHO Hanpsres. — HyxxHo
JeicTBOBaTh ObICTPO. MBI HE MOKEM JOBEPATH 1aMOuKe AlaMmc.
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Ilecuansrii Ilec omycTuics Ha KONEHH M €Ie pa3 OCMOTPEN ABIPOUYKY
Bo 110y meptBena. JIuno ero 6pu10 3agymuuBbiM. [lec Mano pas6upaincs
B CTEKIe, HO CIBILIAJI, YTO MApCHAHCKUI XpycTanb WACT Ha APYrHX
[U1aHeTaxX Mo (aHTaCTHYECKU rpoMaaHbiM cymmam. Ha Mapce 6bu10
MHOTO CTEKJIOLYBHBIX KOMOHMHATOB, IJie paboTalid 3€MHBIE CIICLHAIH-
CTBI 1 MapCHAHCKHME Ty3€MIlbl, KOTOpBIE €llle Jy4llle CIpPaBIsIUCh CO
CBOHMH OOS3aHHOCTAMH, TIOTOMY YTO MAacTEPCTBO CTEKJIOAYBOB OBLIO Y
HUX B KpoBU. «Mapcuanckuii Crexnonys, MHK» ObL1a caMbIM MOLIHBIM
U KPYTTHEHIINM CTEKJIONPOU3BOAUTEIbHBIM OOBEIUHEHUEM.

Hauunas ¢ nocTpoliku MepBhIX CTEKOJIBHBIX 3aBOAOB Ha Mapce, xe-
Jie3Hast OKHCh B Iecke ObLIa i MPOM3BOAUTENEH CyluM OeICTBUEM U
HakazaHHeM O0kHUM. OKCHIIBI Jkelle3a MPUIABAIH 3CLIHUM ITyCTHIHAM
KpacHblii orreHOok. Ho OHHM >ke Mellany npoH3BOIUTH KaueCTBEHHOE
creks1o. OKCUIBI IPUXOAWIOCH YAAIATh, U IpOLecc 3TOT ObUT BechbMa
noporocrosmui. UHOrma oH ocraBaiics, npuaaBas CTEKITy KOpHYHEBBIH
OTTEHOK, ¥ U3 TAKOTO CTEKJIa W3TOTOBIISIA ITUBHBIE Oy THUIKH.

Ienas >ke monuHA necka, cBOOOIHOIO OT KeJIE3HBIX OKUCIIOB, OblIa
JIETeHION U rpe3oi I/ CTEKIOAYyBOB B T€UEHHE y)ke MHOrux jaer. Ho
JI0 TIOCJIEHEr0 BPEMEHH OHa Tak M ocTaBayiack MeuToil. Y BOT Teneps,
HakoHell, ObUIa HalieHa 3Ta JOJIMHA, CBOOOAHAS OT XKeJe3a, JIeBCTBeH-
HO-4yHMCTHIM NeckoM. M, pasymeercs, Jlopunan Mokep >kaxnan 3aBna-
nets ero. JioOsiMu rpsa3HeIME cpencTBamu. KpoMe Toro, paccmarpuBas
MepTBOe JULO, Ilecuansii Ilec yxe nonuman, yto Mokep, ¢ Xxapakrep-
HOH Jy1s1 Hero 3¢ HEeKTHBHOCTHIO, MOMBITAETCS YOUTh ONHUM BBICTPEJIOM
JIBYX YTOK.

OH BHEPrUYHO NOJHSJICS Ha HOTH, I71a3a €r0 HCKPIIUCH OT BOJIHEHHS.

— TsI 3HaeUIb, 4YTO AETATh ¢ TpynoM, IIpuaypok, — MpadHO cKa3aJ OH.
— A y MeHs TeM BpeMeHeM Oyziet aApyras pabora. Berpernmes notoM Ha
OOBIYHOM MecTe.

— Xopomo, 6occ. S Bce NOHA.

Onu BABOeM paboTany B OUY€Hb TECHOM rapMOHMM, FapMOHMH, BO3-
MOHOH Omnaropmaps ocobeHHOCcTAM BocnpusTus llpuaypka, koTopeie
TOT HAYMCTO OTPHLIAJL, XOTA IOCTOSHHO MUMH MOJIb30BaJIcs, Tak uTo [lec
3Ha), uTo [Iprmypok Bce caenaer B syumieM Buzae. OHM 3aHMMaJIMCh
onacHo# paboToii, KoTopoit OyKBaIbHO HacHaXKIATUCh. OHU IOCTOSHHO
XOIWJIH 110 Kparo OpUTBBI, AEHCTBOBAJIM HA I'PaHM 3aKOHA, U cooOpas3u-
TENLHOCTh BKyIle C NpeABHISHHEM ObUIM HEOOXOAMMBIMH KOMITOHEH-
TaMH, €CJIM OHU XOTEJIH OCTaThCAd C rOJIOBaMH Ha IUle4yax U JOCTHYb
CBOCGH LIEeTIH.

Iecuanpriii [lec ocTaHOBUII CBOIO KOJIBIMAry Y MaJ€HbKOH XVDKUHBI,
3aXJIOMHYJ ABepIy M OBICTPO MOUIEN K SPKHM OTHSAM IEHTpallbHOH
aBEHIO, KBapTaJbl KOTOpOH BHIHENUCHh HeBaaieke. Ha xomy oH He-
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OpexHO NOKaYMUBAJI TPOCTOUKON U CBUCTOM TMOAO3BAJI IIEPBHIi JKe BCTpe-
THBILIMIHCS €My TUPOMOOWIb.

Yepes napy ceKyHJ OH YK€ pa3BaJIAIC] Ha CHACHUH, IOCTaBHUB TPO-
CTOYKYy Mexay KoneHed. OIHOKOIECHBIH aBTOMOOWIBIMK, NPHBOOH-
MBIH B JBIDKEHHE aTOMapHBIM JBUrarelieM, pUHyJICs B 6eCrIOpsaI04HYIO
MEIIaHHHY MEIIeX0J0B, MAIIHMH U PEIKHX Ty3€MLEB-MapcHaH U3 6ora-
ThIX KacT. Kpeima Kynona nogHumanace Bce BhILIE M BCKOPE COBCEM
yicyessa U3 BHJLY, KOTZIa BOAMTEIb, BOOIYIIEBIEHHbIH MONIECITKOM 30-
JIOTBIX «OPJIOBY, MONEP, B HApylIEeHHe 3aKOHOB, Ha IPYTyI0 cTopony Ky-
noma npsaMo yepes ero ueHtp. Ho Bce, 11 BoguTens, COLLTO XOPOLIO, U
BCKOpE aBTOMOOMJIBYMK OCTaHOBWJICS Nepe] BIIEYATIOMIUM, YKpallIeH-
HBIM roprynbsimu 3nanueM. Ilecuansiii Ilec Bbilen, BeneB BOAUTEIO
TUPOMOOHIIS XKIATh.

3naHue ObUIO TOXOPOHHBIM OIOpO, 3aHHUMAIOIIUMCS COMPOBOXIIE-
HHEM MapCHaHCKMX Ty3emieB k beperam beckoHeunoro Ozepa, ObIB-
WX s Mapcuan cuHoHuMoM Hebec. Tlecuanslii Ilec oTkpein aBepb
3TOr0 MPa4yHOro 3aBE/ICHH U OKa3ajCsi BO BHELIHEM NOMEILIEHUH, Ha-
NOJTHEHHBIM KaKOH-TO MycOopHOH BoHbI0. CoporacTtep cHiel 3a CTOJIOM.
OH SBHO TOJIBKO YTO KOHYMI €CTh, IIOCKONBKY €r0 rojioBa — a TOYHee,
XKeIyIoK, — pacHyXJIM BABoe Oosible OOBIMHOM BeTMUYHHEL [71a3a sToro
CO3JaHHUsl Pacnosiarajuch Ha CepeMHe ero Teja, IPUMEPHO Ha yPOBHE
nosica. Coporacrepsl ObUTH UCKOHHBIMHU Ty3eMiiaMu Mapca, uieanbsHO
npucrocoOIeHHbIMU s necyaHoi cpensl. OHM ObUTH OTHIONb HE JKH-
BOTHBIMM M XOIW/IM Ha HOrax, cjlerka HanomuHas mozaeit. Ho Ha camom
Jee OHU SIBISIMCh PAaCTEHUSAMH, KOTOpbIe MOIIM YKOPEHHUTHCS TIie
YrOZIHO M TSAHYTh MUILY U3 MOYBBL. UTOOBI YKOPEHATHCH, OHH MPOCTO
CaJIWJIUCh, TTOCKOJIBKY KOpHEBBIE IIyMNaJiblia ObUIH Y HUX PacIOIOKEHbI
c3a4.

OHu He BIBIXaTH KHCIOPO/, a BBIABIXAIH €T0, BABIXAIH )K€ YITIEKUC-
JbIA ra3, TaK 4TO MX MPUCYTCTBHE B Mapconopre ObUIO OYeHb Jaxke
nonesHbM. IMeHHO OHM coxpaHsuiu arMocdepHbli O6anaHc, HeoOxomu-
MBIH 71 J)KU3HM rofei. bnaromaps um B Mapconopre He TpeOoBaIMCh
1ipeobpas3oBareny BO3AyXa, pacpoCTpaHEeHHbIE HA KOCMHYECKHX Kopa-
onax. Tak ke coporacTepsl OAAEPKUBAIU B ropojie YUCTOTY. Bech my-
COp M3 CTOYHBIX BOJ CTE€KAI K UX KBapTajlaM, IIOCKOJIbKY OHH CUHTAIH
Ty e[y BeCbMa NHTaresIbHOM. TakuMm 06pa3zoM, IOaH U pa3yMHBIe pac-
TeHHsE 00pa30Bai HEKOe CUMOMOTHYECKOe COOOIIEeCTBO, TIOJIE3HOE IS
06eunx CTOpOH.

KOI'TA COPOTACTEP, X0351H 3TOro noXopoHHOro 01opo, 3amMe-
tun [lecuanoro Ilca, To cpa3sy monmHsuics, U3aBas TOHKHHA MHCK. 3BYKH
BBIXOJVMJTH HE U3 rOPTaHH, HOCKOJIBKY TAaKOBOH 3TH CyIIECTBa HE UMEITH,
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HO OBUIM TPOIIM3MOM, BO3HHKAIOLIMM IpH BHIE JApyra, U MPOU3BOAHU-
MBIM TPEHHEM KJIETOK Tejla OflHa O APYTyIo.

Ilec cnenan xect, rOBOPAIIMIM, YTO XOY€T MOTOBOPUTH, HO CIEIIHUT.
Coporactep, CTpeMAIIMHACS MOHPABUTHCA 3TOMY 4YEJIOBEKY, KOTOPBIi
ObLT OBCIOY M3BECTEH, KaK APYT €ro Hapo/a, MOCMENIHO MOBEPHYIICS
¥ BBITAIWI U3 MKadyHKa NocKy At 6ecen. OH MONOXKWI JOCKY Ha I10J1,
IMec cHan o6yBb U BeTan Ha OMH KoHell Jocku. Coporactep B3rpoMo3-
nuics Ha apyroii. IlomomBe! ero 6ecnanbix HOT NPOM3BOAMIM Koseba-
HHS, KOTOPEBIE, COOCTBEHHO, U OBLIH €ro peysio.

OH pasroBapuBal, CTOS Ha JOCKe, kojaeOaHusl KOTOpOH yiaBauBajM
nogomBel Hor Ilecuanoro Ilca. A otBewan Ilec, mocTykuBas mnajab-
LJaMH HOT IO IOCKe. 3T0 ObIa HEYKIIIOXKAs «Peyby, HO BCe JIyYllie, YeM
HHUYETO.

DBomonus B pa3pexxeHHO# atMocdepe Mapca nomecTtiia «ryos» u
«ymm» coporacTepoB B Horu. Ho nocnemopaBumii pa3roBop 6bu1 NOHs-
TeH oboum. Ilecuansiii [Tec Benen roroBUThCs k MOXOPOHAM — JOPOrHM
[IOXOPOHAaM.

— Hy>kHO MHOTO TONTYHOB M IOJICOTHH IUIAKAJIBIIUKOB, — BBICTYYaJId
Ha fjocke Horu Ilca. — He 6ecniokoiiTeck o Tene. S TOCTaBIIO €ro rnoxe.

Ilec 3ammatun coporacrepy 30J0TBIMH «OpJIAaMK», 3aT€M IOKHHYII
MIOXOPOHHOE 610poO.

CeB B rupoMoO1Ib, OH Ha3BaJl BOAUTENIO CIEMYIOLIHH ajpec.

Bonurtenp SBHO CTpeMMiICS IOCKOpee MOKHHYTb 3TOT OCOOEHHO
«bnaroyxaromuii» paiioH ropona. Tak 4yro MamIMHKa M4Yanach BecbMa
SHepruuHo. Yepes AecaTh MHUHYT OHa yxke Obula B Ooraroif, uyucToi
4acTH ropoza. 3xech Lapuia arMocdepa pecniekradbenpHocTH. Bozmyx
OBbUT YUCTHIM U CBEXKUM, Ha IIMPOKHX YIUIAX MOBCIOAY POCIH pacKUIU-
CThle KJICHBI, CKPBIBaBIIIHE OT BYJIbTapHBIX [N1a3 Psbl BEJTHMUECTBEHHbBIX
0COOHSKOB, B KOTOpbIX oOuTana smurTa. PockouHblii ocobHsak lopuana
Mokepa 3anuman nonkaprana. [lecyansiii [lec cHOBa Benen BOOUTENIO
XKJIaTh, U MOILE 110 aBEHIO.

Hom Mokepa orpaxnana Beicokas creHa. Ilecuanriii [lec mpomen
BJIOJIb HEe I10 YJIHLIe, CBEPHYJI 32 YTOJ1 B KOPOTKHH NepeyoK, Oraencs,
HET JI1 BOKPYr MOCTOPOHHHX IVIa3, M 3alIPbITHYJI Ha HIDKHIOIO BETKY
Omxaiiiero MOry4ero KieHa — Takhe yINpaKHeHHs ObUTH B Mops/ke
Bemeid 1 Ilca, pa3BuThIe MBILIIBI KOTOPOTrO BKyne co crnaboii mapcu-
aHCKOM rpaBUTaLel ObUTH CIIOCOOHHI ellle U He Ha TaKHe (JOKYCHI.

OH ObicTpo 3a1€3 Ha BEpXYLIKY A€peBa, IIarHyll ¢ Hee Ha BEpPLIUHY
CTEHBI U MIOBUC Ha pyKaX. 3aTeM OTITyCTHJI aNbLbl ¥ CIIPBITHYJI HA MSAT-
KHii ieperHoii cana Mokepa.

bouto TeMHuo. Ilecuansiii Ilec erkuM maroM mouues Brepesa, packu-
HYB PYKH, KaK aHTECHHBI.
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— JlagHo, 6occ, — pa3zgancs coBceM psAoM THXHi Tonoc. — U uro
Teneps?

— Otkyna Tbl y3Hai, 4to 1 Oymy 3aeck, [Ipuaypok? — ycMexHyncs
Ilecuansrii Ilec.

— Jla npocro morazancs, — HeOpexHo orBetwn IIpumypok. — [Mo#-
JIeMTe, 5 IOKaXy BaM, Ille BXOJl B 3TOT capail.

Ilec nociiegoBai 3a HUM BIOJIb CTEHBI IoMa. ENVMHCTBEHHBIMHU 3BY-
KaMH OBLTO HX eZIBa CJIBILIMMOE JIbIXaHHe.

— HeBouka BHYTpH, 60cC, — HENPUAZHEHHBIM TOHOM wLienHyn [Ipu-
Iypok. — Sl Buzen, kak OHa BOLIIA TyJla NATh MUHYT Ha3aa. OHa cobu-
paeTcs Bce pazbonrarb. Mel Belb 311€Ch 3aTeM, YTOObl OCTaHOBUTE ee?

Iecuanrtii Tlec Haxmypuncs. OH noxo3pesan MogAo6HOe, OTOMY U
cnewni. beito 661 cepbe3Hoil Heyaueid, eciii 651 OH MPUOBLT CITUIIKOM
HO3JHO.

Onu gobpanuce 10 3agHel yactu noma. [naza Ilca yxe npuBbiom
K TEMHOTe, U OH yBunen, kak [Ipusypok ThiyeT pykoi B CTOPOHY npH-
OTKpHITOro okHa. [Ipuaypok roiiiesn nepBsiM, CyHYJI BHYTPb TOJIOBY, 3a-
TeM Hcye3 Beckh. [lec mocnenoBai 3a HUM, U JIESTOHBKO CIIPHITHYJ Ha MO
MofBaa.

IMpunypok yxe G rie-To B NIyOHHe.

— Tyt necrauua, — noHeccs €ro LWenoT.

OHM NOJHAIKUCH N0 JIECTHHIE Ha HOKOJIBHBIH 3Tax JoMa, rae Ilec
YBHEN KYXOHHYIO JEBHILY, KOTOPYIO Y)ke oOpabortan [Ipunypok — pyku
Y HOTH ee ObLIM CBA3aHBI, OHA C TPYAOM AbIIIaia.

— I'M, — xmpikHyn [lec, — ThI BCTaBMII ciMInkoM Tyrod ki, lpuny-
pok. Tuxo-THx0, Most Xopouiasi, — OH ocabWI KIIAMN JeBHLBL, YTOOBI Ta
Moria Abluarbk. — TonbKo He B3AyMait IyMeTb.

OHH NOIUTH Ha BTOPOH dTax.

Teneps I1ec men Bnepenu. OH 0CTOPOXKHO OTKPBUI ABEPH, 32 KOTOPOH
ycIbIIIan roioc Bukropun, norom 3akpsui ee, a Ilpuaypok TeM Bpeme-
HeM HanpaBwiI cBoii mucroset Ha Jlopuana Mokepa.

Beimykibie romyObie miaza Mokepa, TOXKE INPOLYKT POCKOIIHOMN
JKM3HH, ellle CUITbHEE BHIIILTA U3 OPOUT, a Y4eNIIOCTh clierka OTBHCTIA.

—Yro 3TO0 TYT... — CEpAUTO Havall OH.

Ilecuansiii Ilec caenan HeCKOIBKO IIArOB BIEpel U BBIPBAJl U3 PyKU
Mokepa my3bIpek ¢ KpUCTAIUTMYECKHM IIECKOM. 3aTeM OTCTYNWII, yopai
My3bIpeK B KapMaH U yibIOHYcs Bukropuu.

— Hukorna He neiTaiiTech JOrOBOPUTHCA € BOJIKOM, MOH Joporas, —
YKOPHU3HEHHO Ipou3Hec OH. — EclM BBl pacCUNTHIBAIN 3aKIIOYMTH KaKO-
e-To corameHre ¢ MokepoM, TO yBepsIO Bac, COBEPIIEHHO HaIpPacHO.
OH HHKOrZa He BHINOTHIET CBOUX OOCIIaHHA.

Moxkep uzan Kakoi-To CIaBIeHHBIN 3BYK, B KOTOPOM TaK U KJIOKOTaJl
THEB.
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— Bel... Bol 6aHauTEI! — BEIZABHI OH, HAKOHEL, M JIHIO €r0 CTAJIO
MepTBEeHHO-0NeHbIM. — Kak BbI mpoHMKITH B MO IoM? 3adeM yrpoxa-
eTe MHe opykueMm? HemenneHHO BepHUTE MHE ITy3BIpEK!

— W1 He nogymaro, — mokavan ronoso# Ilecuansiii [lec u 6pocun yxo-
PH3HEHHBIH B3I Ha Buktoputo.

Ilexn ee Hayamu po3oBeTh, OHA caenana rimyookuid Bnox. CTucHyna
ryObl. 3aTeM COBCEM pacKpacHeNach OT THEBa.

— 1 He mpocuna, yToObI BbI COBAIM HOC B MOM YacTHEIE ena! — paB-
KHyNa oHa. — SI cama Mory noszabotutscs o cebe. S oTnana mucrepy
Mokepy my3sIpek Ha coxpaneHue. — OHa Opocunace Boepen, HaMmepe-
Basfch CHIIOHN oTHATH Y Ilecuanoro Ilca Tpexnarelit my3eipek. Ilec mepe-
CTal ynbIbaThCs MU OIHOM PYKOH cXBaTHII ee 3a ropyio. OHa yKycuiia ero
3a 3aIAcThe U 3aBU3Kaia. Ilec oTToNKHYN ee Tak, YTO OHa OTiieTena U
MPHU3EMIIMIIACh Ha 10M Y AajbHEeH CTEHBI.

— Tam m ocrasaiftecs, — xonoaHo ckazan Ilec, — unade momyuure
ewme. S 3aech He 114 TOro, 4YToObl CMOTPETH, Kak BB BHICTaBIIsETE ceOs
MOJTHOM Aypo#. A Teneps B, Mokep.

Iecuanpii Ilec pesko npeobpaszmiicsa. OH cTal, KaK XOJOAHBIA KIIH-
HOK, TBEP/BIH, OCTPBII U yTpOXKAIOLIUH, a I71a3a €ro CAENAIUCh CEPHIMU
ToukaMu. OH NOAHSAJ TPOCTOUKY MEPIICHIUKYISPHO Telly U HaXkal Ha
CKPBITHII1 pprdakoK. Ha KoHIIe TpOCTOUKM NOSBUIACh MaJIeHbKasl, Kpac-
Has uroyiouka. Mokep nobneaHen, Kak CMepThb, U OTIIATHYJICS.

— BaMm, MoxxeT OBITh HHTEPECHO Y3HaTh, — Mpa4HoO cka3ai [lec, — uto
MEHs MHOTH€ TaKue, KaK Bbl, 3HaIOT o uMeHeM Ilecuanoro Ilca. U,
Kak y Hactosuero llecyanoro Ilca, y MeHs To)ke €CTh SIOBUTHIE KITBIKH.
S TOT He cMepTeNbHBIH, OH NPOCTO NapaIM3yeT JKePTBY, a notoMm [lec
MOXeT He crera obroaars ee koctoukd. Hy, kak, Mmuctep Mokep?

Mokep oOnHu3HYN Bpa3 Iepecoxiuue ryObl, He CBOIS a3 ¢ KpoBa-
BO-KpacHOM urmbl. OH 3Ha]I BCE 3TO O MAPCHAHCKUX >KMBOTHBIX, KOTO-
PBIX 3BAJIH [IECYAHBIMU IICAMH.

— BrI He caenaete 3TOro! — Xpunio BEIIABHI OH.

IMecuansiii Ilec mogHec KOHEI TPOCTOYKH MOONMKE K HEMY W TH-
XOHBKO pacCcMesuICs.

— He cmory? Moxer ObITb... ecnu Bbl CKaxkeTe MHe, rae Tommu
JHy»iiH.

Mokep omisiaen ux MajleHbKyro Tpynnky — Buxropuro, [Ipuaypka,
camoro Ilca. U BHe3anmHO B ero masax 3abnecresio Kakoe-To CKpPBITOE
TOPKECTRBO.

— A BbI 3HaeTe, — MEJUICHHO CKa3ajl OH, — YTO, KaK TOJIBKO BBIHIHTE
OTCIOJA, TO HE CMOJKETE NOKMHYTh ropoxa?

ITecuansiii Ilec HaxMypucs.

— Brl e1ie He npaBUTE NOJMLKEH, OXPaHAIOLICH BO3AYLIHBIEC IUTHO36I,
Mokep, — cka3a oH.
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Mokxkep ycMeXHYIICS, TIPE3PUTENHHO, CIIHIIKOM YK YBEPEHHO.

— Jla 3TO MHE M He HaJ0, — MPa4YHO CKa3al OH M OpOoCHJI B3NIAd Ha
BukToputo, 6neqHyro, nprwkaBLIyiocs K creHe. — Bel younu mMoero mo-
MonIHuka, JIspeaca CneBsHca. 51 MOT'y 3TO J0Ka3aTh, IOTOMY YTO 3HAIO,
riie ero Teno.

Bukropus, Ka3anoch, BOT-BOT IPOXHETCS B OOMOPOK.

— He roBopu Huvero, — paskHyn e Ilec.

— Br1 06a siBnseTech ee COOOIHUKaMHU, — TOP2KECTBYIOIIE IPOAOIDKAI
Mokep.

Barman Iecuanoro Ica cran emte TBepke.

— 51 Mor GBI CIPOCHUTD Bac, — OTYEKAHWII OH, — OTKYJa BaM BOOOILIE BCe
3TO U3BECTHO, HO HE CTaHy OeCIOKOUTHCA.

OH cyHyn uriy eie 6mmke k Mokepy, B TOT, 6e3 JabHEHIIUX OTCTY-
IJIEHHH, OBICTPO TIPOTOBOPHIL:

— JlBaguare Munp OTCIOfa, B 3a0pOIIEHHOH CTEKISIHHOW HIMY, IO-
CTPOEHHOH coporacTepaMu. JTO Bo3je oa3zuca MbaiicoHa. Ho Bam He
nobparscs 1o Hee.

[Tecuansriit [lec mogHs B3I,

— Xopomwro. Bot Teneps Bbl roBopute npasay. — Mromnka yopanace 06-
paTHO B TpocTOuKy, U Ilec ciierka B3maxHyn ero. — JlanHo, uaure BIie-
penu. Kak TONBKO MBI OKa)keMcsl Ha YITHIIE, BBl MOKeTe ObITh CBOOO.-
HeM. — U Tlec paccmesincs.

Mokep 0XOTHO HOBEPHYJICS U CTaJI CITyCKaThCA T10 JISCTHHILIE BO IJ1aBE
MasieHpKoii koMnanuu. OHU BBILUTA H3 JoMa, Mokep OTKpbUI IBeph B
CTEHEe U BBIITYCTHI UX Ha YJIULLY.

— CYacTIMBOro MyTH, — NTyMJIMBO CKa3aJl OH. — Y)Ke Hepe3 yac Bl BCe
Tpoe OyzeTe B MOTULMH.

JABE MHUHYTBI criycrs, korga oHH cujiesid B rupomobuie, [Ipumy-
POK 3aXHXHKaJI.

— B nonmuuun, na? He 3HaeT oH nHac. [loexanu, npusitens! Ham ewe
HY>KHO YCIIETh Ha [1I0XOpOHBI!

— Otkypna b1 370 Y3Han? — cnpocu [ecuansiii Iec, paccesHHo msias
Ha BukTOpHIO, 3a0UBIIYIOCS B YTOJIOK TaKCH.

— Yro y3Han? — He noHsu [Ipunypok. — A-a! lorapancs, 6occ, npo-
CTO Jorajascs.

IMecuanetit [Tec noBepHyncs k Bukropuu u 0OHsUT €€ pyKOH KECTOM,
KaK OHA U IOHsJIA, YUCTO JIPY>KECTBEHHBIM, MTOCKOIBKY OHa He OTOpO-
CHJIa €0 PYKYy.

— Bam, HaBepHoe, OOONBITHO, OTKyAa S CTOJBKO 3HAKO O BaC U
Tommu, — ckazai Ilecuansiii Ilec.

JeBy1ka B0 Nozasa Ie4yaMH.
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— Koneuno. Ho Bce 310 He BaXkHO, — B roJIoce ee 3Byyajla ropedb. —
BsI ke cripimany, uto ckazan Mokep. OH ocTaHOBUT Hac. Mbl gaxe He
BeIOEpeMcs u3 ropoga. OH OOBHHUT MeHs B YOMICTBE HE3aBHCHMO OT
TOTO, KyZa BBl CIIpsYeTe Tejo. TpyI paHo WK MO3IHO HalayT, 1 Mokep
NOJyYHMT HaJl HaMHM BecoMmoe NpeumMyinectBo. Ecnu Gl BBl He BMelIa-
JTUCH, 51 651 ToroBopuiack, Mokep BbITycTHI 661 TOMMH, MBI ObI BEpHY-
JHCH Ha 3emimio, U IieBath Ha Hee. Ha aTy npoxaryto nonuny. Y MeHs
XBaTUT JCHET Ha Bac 00OMX.

— Her y Bac HMKakMX [€Her, IOKa BaM He MCIOJHMUTCS [BaJALATh
OJIUH TOJ1, — HETPOMKO HarloMHun e#i [lec. — A BammM poguTeny NpOTHB
ToMMHU. .. YTO ¥ MOCITY>KUIIO NPUYUHON TOTO, YTO BB COEXKAIH TaiKoM,
41o0bI BEIATH 32 ToMMH. A, KpoMe TOro, HacKoJbKo s 3Hato Tommu Jly-
9i{Ha, OH He cTall Obl AKUTh Ha BalM AeHbTd. OH CIMIIKOM J0JT0 Gpoamn
1o Mapcy, 4ToObI MOYyBCTBOBATh €01 HE3aBUCUMBIM HH OT KOTO, OCO-
O6eHHO OT JeBYHIKM, KOTOpYIO MOOUT. OH 3aKOHYEHHBIH MEPBONPOXO-
neu. U 3agem gapurs Mokepy HOIHHY Iecka, 3a KOTOPYIO 000 mpo-
H3BOAMTENH CTekIa Ha Mapce otman 661 ayury? OcraBaiTech ¢ HaMH,
Joporas, 1 'y Bac ¢ Tommu Gyner 1enas 0JaMHA AparolieHHOTro YHCTOro
MapcHaHCKoro necka. Bel cTaHeTe mponaBaTh Ha 3emile CTEKJISHHYIO
HOCyRy B JIECATh Pa3 ACLICBIIE, YEM Ty, YTO JEIAIOT U3 MeCKa C JKeles-
HBIMH OKHCJIaMH.

Omna nogu:uia Ha [Ica npo3payuHslie, HeyBepeHHbIE IT1a3a.

— A 3a4eM Mokep ckazan HaMm, rae Tommu?

— OH nmocyMTa, 4To 3TO [UIA Hero 6e3onacHo. Ecnu Ham ynactes BbI-
6partbcs U3 ropojia, OH CTaHET MODKUAATh HAaC TaM.

— A MBI BEIOEpeMcs 13 ropona?

I'maza Ilecuanoro Ilca Beceno BCIBIXHYIH.

— MBb1, — cka3an oH, yIOOHO OTKHHYBIUHMCH Ha CHICHHE, — KaK pa3 U
elleM Ha COOCTBEHHBIE TTOXOPOHBI.

JBamuarh MUHYT CIyCTs Ha yauLax Mapcornopra nosiBUiIach OHa u3
CTpPaHHBIX, HO BCE JK€ BECbMa YacThIX KaBaJIbKaJl — MapCHaHCKas I0Xo-
POHHas MPOLIeCCHs.

310 OBUIM SBHO MOXOPOHBI MapCHMaHWHA M3 BbICHIEH KacThl, MO-
CKOJIBKY MpOLIeCCHs pacTAHYJIaCh Ha nonkeapraia. Hayanace oHu B 1a-
JIEKO HELeJIOMYJPEHHOH Ty3€MHOH CEeKLMM ropoja, CeKUMu Ou3Heca U
HIOY, ¥ JIFOOOTIBITHBIE TYT K€ 3aIIOJIOHIIH YJIHLBI, X0X04a, BOISA U CO3-
JlaBasi HEMMOBEPHYIO TOJTYEIO, I/ HAa BBIXOAKH CKOPOSAIMX IUTaKasb-
. [lnakansmune! ToXxe cO3JaBajii IIyM, HO 5TO OBUI LIYM HHOTO
pona — BuOpauys, nepeaaBaeMas 1o 3eMyie ¥ BOCIIpUHHUMaeMas JIUIIb
HOraMH JIpyTrux MapcHaH. TonTyHbI BHICOKO NOAINPBIrMBAIY, ¥ KOPHHU X
BOJIOYMJIMCH IT03a/I¥, KaK 30HTUKH, KOTZla OHH OIYCKaJIUCh Ha MOIIEHBIE
Tpotyapbl. CkopOsiue o o6e cTopoHsl OT TpoOOB OBICTPO TepeBH-
rajiich BIepell, B OAEXKAaX BCEX OTTEHKOB ITyCThIHU. 1pH MapcHaHHHA
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B3BOJIHOBaHHO O€rajid BIOJb MpPOLECCHH, Maxas [UIMHHBIMHU IaJIKaMH
cHpa HaJ 'OJIOBaMH IUIaKaJIbIIHILI, TONTYHOB U CKOPOSIIHX, a TAKXKe Haj
rpob6amu. Ilanku cupa, kak U3BE€CTHO, CO3IAaBAJIA BO3MYLIHbIE NIOTOKH,
OTTOHSIOUIME MYy4YHMBIX BEYHOM JKAXKIOMU 3JIbIX TyXOB.

Bo rnaBe npoueccuu men maBHBIA TONTYH. bonblryro 4acTe Bpe-
MEHH OH 1uell 6eCIIyMHO, HO MHOIJa YyBCTBOBaJI HEOOXOOUMOCTh He-
MHOT0 [OTONATh.

I'maBHBII TONTYH NPOBEJ MPOLIECCHUIO Yepe3 BECh TOPOJ K 3aMaHOMY
BO3AYLIHOMY LUTIO3Y. 3[€Ch KyIoi u3rudancs BHU3, IPEBpallasich B
«obTekarenby. J[Beph 1LTI03a Kak pa3 ¥ ObUIa B 9TOM «oOTekarerney, a
PAIOM HaXOOMJIOCh OTAENECHHUE MTOMUIHH IIITIO30B.

Kanuran 3TOro otneneHus omHaXbl YK€ OCTAHOBMII MapCHaHCKHE
IIOXOPOHBI U OBUI 32 3TO MMOHIKEH B IOJDKHOCTH. MapcuaHe, BBUAY psja
HEOOBIYHBIX CBOWCTB OPraHHM3MOB, OBUIM NMPEBOCXOAHBIMHU CTEKJIOLY-
Bamu. Korna mpu6biio pacnopspkeHHe OTKPBITh TpoObl IS TOCMOTpa,
Hopnan Mokep Ha cBOMX CTEKOJBbHBIX (abpHkax okaszaics nepen JH-
LIOM OXBaTHBLIeH Bech ropos 3abacToBku MapcuaH. C Tex nop B Mapco-
nopre 6omple HUKOTAA He MPENsITCTBOBATM MApCHAHCKHUM ITIOXOPOHaM.

ITosTomy, koraa mpoueccus NMpUOIM3MIACh, MOMULICHCKUI KaluTaH
BelleNl OTKPHITh LLTI03. Yepes Hero mpowen nepBbiii rpod, MOKOUB-
mmiics Ha CIIMHAX pa3yMHbIX pacteHuil. Kanuran nonyuumu kuuyn. On
JaBHO yxke pa3Oupalicss B MapCHaHCKUX MoxopoHax. B mepBom rpobe
BO3JIEXKaa Aylua nokoitHoro. Bo Bropom ero pasym. B Tpetbem — Terno.
Ecnu e y Bac He ObLIO JI€HET, Bbl IIPOCTO 3aKalbiBaIH TEJO, HAAEsCh,
YTO AYLIA M pasyM MOHAYT 3a HUM IO IATaM.

INpoueccus Habunach B Kamepy LUIIO3a. 3aKpbUlaCh BHYTpPEHHAA
nBepb. Havanoch necaTUMHHYTHOE O)KHUAAHUE, NIOKA IaBIICHUE BO3/AyXa
B KaMepe yMEHbIIAIOCh TaK, YTO COpPOracTepbl MOIJIM CHOBA NPHBBI-
KHYTh K POOHOM arMoc¢epe. 3aTeM OTKpbUIaCh BHELIHAA JBEPb, U MPO-
LleCCHsl BBUIMIIACh HapyXy.

Ha sTom Bce u 3akoHumIocs. IIponieccus HanpaBmwiach Aajblie, a Ka-
IATaH BeJleN 3alepeTh Bpara, U CTall HalesAThCs, YTO MMEHHO Ha €ro
JIOJTIO BBHINA/IET BO3HArPayKACHHUE 32 IOMMKY TPOHX YEJI0BEK, O KOTOPOM
HECKOJIBKO MUHYT Ha3aJl o0bsBun Jlopuan Mokep.

111

CTOSIJIA HOYb, u I1ecuansliii I[lec moren B cBoem rpody. Ho oH He
MOT HMY€ro U3MEHHTb, [TOCKOJIbKY sBJIsUICS TpyrnoM. Ha Hem Obu1 cka-
¢baHap, U oH Ge3yCIelHO MbITAICA OTPEryJupoBaTh BlIaxHOCTb. On-
HaKo, HECMOTps Ha Bce 3TH HeynoOcTBa, oH 61 noBosieH. [poneccus
y>e MpoLLIa uepes UUTI03, U ero NpeIyCMOTPUTEIEHOCTh BHOBB ONPAaB-
nana cebs.
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B necsaTu MIIAX OT ropoJia MpOLECCHs OCTAHOBUIACK, KPBILIKY rpoba
otkpsutd. Ilecuansiii [lec Bbimen us Hero Ha 3emimo. K HeMy ot cBoero
rpoda nopdexana Buxropus. Ee nuio BhImsAaeNo cTpallHeHbKUM, HC-
KakeHHOe crexsioM meMa. Ho ona cmesnace.

— Yenokoiitecs! — paBknyn Ilecuansiii Ilec.

JeBymika ¢ TpyZoM NoAaBUiIa HCTEPUUYECKUH cMeX.

«InakanpmMieD, TONTYHBI M CKOPOSIIHE CTONIIINCE BOKPYT HHX,
1 JKMBOTBI, 3aMEHSIOIIHE UM TOJIOBbI, KaYaIHCh B3aJ-BIIEpesl, UTO OBLIO
5KBUBaJIEHTOM uX cMexa. Ilecuansrii Ilec nouckan B3MIAA0M [TIaBHOTO
TONTYHA U PACIUIATIICA C HUM, 3aKpbIBas CHCJIKY.

IIpunypok 4yTh 11 HE IOATIPBHIrMBaJI OT JKEJIaHUsA eHCTBOBATE.

— Hy, noitnemre, med, Tyt HeyroTHO. [la M Hekoraa Ham. MHe 4To-TO
Ka)KEeTCs, YTO OHU TaM HENACKOBO OOXOAATCS C MOJIOABIM ITapHEM.

Ilecuansiii [lec oxer ero B3MIAQ0M, 3aTeM B3MaxoM pyku Benen Ipu-
IypKy 3aTkHyThci. Ho Bukropus yxe ycnelmana ero cinosa. Ee masa
HaIoJHUWIIKCH CJIe3aMH, HO ITOA0OpOAOK YNpSIMO BBIOBHHYJICS BIIEpEN.
Iecuansiii [Tec 06Ben B3MIAI0M CBOIO MaJIEHbKYIO KOMaHY.

Onm nonutenaiy 1o necky K MOLIEHOM Jopore, KoTopas Bela K 0a-
3ucy MbpiicoHa. A MOXOpOHHas MpPOLECCHs BHUHYNACh Naiblle K Of-
HOMY M3 TallHBIX MapCHAHCKUX KIa0HIL, YTOOBI MOMHLIUA, €CIH B3Yy-
MaeT MPOCIIEANTSH 3a HEIO, HUYETO He 3al0A03pHIIa.

JIronu OBICTPO HUIM MO B3ABIMAIOIIUMCS, KaK 3acThIBLIME BOJIHBI,
necuaHsiM xonMaM, U [lecuansiii Ilec, kak Bcerna, Hacnaxxaancs oKpy-
JKaromei cpeoi, crapasich MOMY4YWTh BCe O MOCHeNHEH KPOUIKU Ha-
claxIeHue OT 3Tod mporynku. BommebcTBo MapcHaHCKoi HOuM Aeid-
CTBOBAJIO, Kak Oajib3aM, Ha BOCHaJICHHBIE HepBHI. 1Ipu kaxknoM mare B
BO3IYX B3/IbIMAJIOCh MHHHATIOPHOE 00J1a4KO TOHKOTO, KaK MbLIb, MECKa,
U TIOBHCAJIO B paspexxeHHOM atMmocdepe. UepHoe HeOo ObUTO pacuBe-
YEeHO aKKypaTHBIMH Pa3HOIBETHBIMH TOYKAaMH OECUHCIIEHHBIX 3Be3J.
Iox HOru Bce BpeMs Momajaliuch MyCThIHHBIE PAaCTeHHUs, Yepe3 KOTO-
pble IPUXOIWIOCH NIepelaruBarh Wik orubark ux. Tyt ObLIM ¥ UMIIOp-
THPOBAHHBIE C 36MJIM KaKTYChl OKOTHJIIO, «KHYTHI Ky4depa», a TaKxkKe
Be3AeCyIlas IOKKa.

Hakonen, oHu BeIIUIM Ha Jopory M yckopwiu mar. [Ipu menpmueit
CHJIE TSDKECTH CKOPOCTh HX NEPEIBIDKEHHS pPAaBHAIACh JIETKOH Mpo-
Oexke Ha 3emie.

Ilecuansiii Ilec Hec B 3aTsAHyTOH NepyaTKOH pyKe HENPEMEHHYIO
TPOCTOYKY.

Yepes nonTopa yaca OHHU BHIIUIM K IOXKHOH OKpaMHe oazHca Mbaii-
COHa, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSIJIO IIOCEJIEHUE C pa3pO3HEHHBIMH, TEPMETHYECKU
3areyaraHHbIMH JOMaMH, B KOTOPBIX XKuiu JTogu. JlepeBss cupa, noa-
HSB CBOM BETBH, TOUYHO MEUH CTPAXKHHUKH, OXPAHSIOLIHE JIPAroleHHYIO
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BOJLY, IUTOTHO MPH>KUMAJTKCh YT K APYTY M SICHO BHIPUCOBBIBAJIUCEH Ha
($oHe ropu3oHTa.

Ipunypok men Tenepp BIEpeau, ero IMOKPHITas IIpaMaMu (u3nsa
ObU1a B3BOJTHOBAHA.

IMpuMepHO uYepe3 MIITIO 3a MpeaesaMH 0a3Uca OHM HATKHYIHCh Ha
CTeKJITHHYIO UrTy. OHa CTosJIa Ha BepLIMHE IIOHBI, KyNoJooOpa3Hoe
CTPOEHHE, CMIeJTAHHOE U3 CTEKJITHHBIX O10KOB. JlaBHBIM-TaBHO, IPYIIIIBI
OponsiuMX COpPOracTepoB, YyBCTBYs NPUOIHIKEHHE MecYaHoM GypH, Huc-
TMOJIL30BAJIA CBOU BPOXK/IEHHBIE CIIOCOOHOCTH, CO3/1aBasi TAKUE BOT UIILY
B Ka4eCTBE 3alUThl. B MX BOJIOKHHCTHIX pykaX Oblla KHUCIOTa, 3aCTaB-
JAIOWas MeCOK TeYb, KaK CTeK/10, 6e3 MpHUMEeHeHUs BHICOKON TeMIepa-
Typbl. [lonmyyaroreecs cTekI0 GBUIO MIOXOro KayecTBa, KOPHUHEBHIM,
HEPOBHBIM, MOJHBIM BO3IYLIHBIX My3bIpbKoB. Ho ¢ Tex mop mo Bcemy
Mapcy cToAT ThICAYH TaKuX BOT UriTy. U GyayT CTOSTH €11ie MHOTO BEKOB.
IMecuanble W3BICKATENH, MY>XYHHBI C OOTOPEBLIMMH Ha COJIHIIE JTULAMH,
KOTOPBI€ NIPOBOIST XKM3Hb B MAPCUAHCKUX IMMYCTHIHAX, UIlla COKPOBUIIA,
HICTIONB3YIOT UX AJIs HOYJIera, a HEKOTOPBIE 1ayke MOCTOSHHO XUBYT. Ta-
KHE HUITy MOXHO 6€3 TpyJa repMeTU4YHO H30JHpOBATh, & KOMITIPECCOPBI
MOTYT MOIHSAT BHYTpH JaBJICHHE BO3AyXa [0 YPOBHS 3eMJIH.

HECYAHBIN ITEC ocTaHOBIIT CBOMX TOBApHILEH METPOB 3a MATh-
JecaT 10 MIIy M 3aayManca. Hap unity Bucena Hexopomas aypa. Aypa
yrpo3bl. OHH Oblna cHabxkeHa BO3IYLIHBIM IUTIO30M IS BXOZAA M BbI-
xoa apy3ei xo3suHa unty. Ho Bpsia m 1o Kacanocs u apyseit Tommu
Hyoiina.

IToka oHu cTOsANM, U3-3a UMy MEIJICHHO BbILIE] Yel0BeK B ckadaH-
npe. Ilecyanpiii Ilec TyT >ke TONKHYJ KOMIIAaHBOHOB 3a IpYIIY OKO-
Triut0. YacoBoi ckpbuics 3a yriioM. I'y6sl I1ca Mpadno ckpuBunncs. OH
caenan kakoi-to 3Hak [Ipuaypky.

— Jlagno, 60c¢c, — ¢ HoBoNBHEIM BHAOM menHyn [punypok.

H TyT e pacTBOpHiICA B TeMHOTE. [IoTOM OHM Ha MUT yBUIEIH €rO,
MCYE3aI0ILErO 3a UMY,

3areM OTTy[a AOHECIIHCh 3BYKH Kakoi-To Bo3HH. [lecyansiii [lec xe-
CTOM Besien BUKkTOpHH ocTaBaThes 3a KAKTYCOM, a CaM, CO CTPEMUTENb-
HOH YBEpEeHHOCTBIO CO3JIaHHA, Ybe UMs B3s1 cebe, METHYJICA K UIITY.
OO6orHyB crosiliee Ha YETBIPHAALIATH ONOpaxX CTPOCHHE, OH Kak pa3
yBuzen, kak [Ipunypok, moa yrpo3oi nucTosiera 4acoBoro, IoXHAMAaeT
pykKHu.

— JlanHo-nanHo, — npoBopyan Ilpunypok. — Bama B3sna. S umy
Tommu Jlysiina. Bel Benp nepaure ero BHyTpH, Aa?

— Nmews Tommu Jlysiina, — U3/1eBaTeNIbCKU pacCMesiCs YacOBOH. —
Yro-TO THI A€TaeLIb 3TO JOCTATOYHO HEYKIIHOXKE.
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— Hy, 51 He Bcerna Takoii HeYKIFOXKHiA, — OypkHyn [Ipuaypok, IpuKphI-
Bas Bekd. — S mpusitens Tommu. ..

— To1 yxe He Oyneinp HIYBUM MpUATENIEM, Koraa 60cc y3HaeT, 3a4eM
THI TYT PhICKaJl BOKPYT; — MOO0OEMIan YaCOBOM.

He otBoas opyxwus ot Ilpuaypka, oH ABHUHYJICS K IBEPH B UDITY, KO-
TOpasi COCTaBIsLIa equHoe Lenoe co creHor. Kak Ilec u nopgospesain, y
UnNTy ObUT BO3MYINHBIH LIUTIO3 AJI BXOJA W BEIXO/A, H OH yBHIEI, KaK 4a-
COBOM mocTy4an B iBepb 0coObiM 00pa3oM. [loutu cpa3zy ke BHeHIHAA
JIBEpb Hayalia OTKPHIBATHCA.

IECYAHBIH ITEC TyT ke BO3HMK 3a CIIMHOM YaCOBOTO U TOPLIOM
TPOCTH YIapHJ €ro c3aay B BHITYKJIBIH ckadaHAp y OCHOBaHMS IICH.
Yacopoit o6msak u ynan, IIpuaypox MrHOBEHHO HAKJIOHWICS CXBAaTHII
YacoOBOI'0O 3a HOTY M OTBOJIOK Ha MONJecsATKa 1aroB. YacoBoi nexan
MOJT4a U HE IIEBETWICA.

IMecuansiii [lec momnsin ero uronsHuk U nepeaan [punypky, u Ilpu-
JIypOK TIepBBIM Bolien B LLT03, a Ilec 3a HUM. Tam OH Mom4a ocTaHo-
BWJICS, IIPUIILYPUBLIKCE.

BHemnss aBeph LLTIO3a 3aKpeUlack 3a HUMH. Ilepen Humm Gbina
CTanbHas CTEHKa, MPOpe3arolas UTy IO CaMOro BBIMYKJIOrO NMOTOJMKA.
OnHa obecrnieyrBaia COXpaHHOCTb BO3IyXa BHYTPU. 3a CTEHOH KTO-TO
crosn, Ilec ssBHO cipian npixaHue yenoseka. [loroM 3acumnen ypaBHU-
BareNb JaBICHMSA.

IlotoM oTTyna 1oHeccs CKpUITy4YHi rofoc:

—Yero Tam y Te6s?

— IInmon, — oro3Baiicsa Ilec, Hagesach, YTO HCKAXKESHHBIHN IIIJIEMOM IO-
noc Oyzner Helb3s ono3Harhk. — [oBopuUT, npusrens Tommu JysitHa.

— A, 1a pocTo NMPHUCTPEIH €ro, — pa3falics Apyro, rpyOslii, pa3apa-
>KEHHBIH rosoc. — Yero BHyTpb-TO TaluTh? Y HAC TYT ¥ TaK JOCTAaTOYHO
Hapona. Tak uro JlysiiH He cKy4aer.

— 3pech s OTHAIO NpUKa3bl, BUHCOH, — XOJIOAHO CKa3al MepBbIil ro-
jgoc. — JlagHo, naBneHHE BBIPOBHANOCH. OTKpBIBAIO BHYTPEHHIOKO
nBeps. [lonBuHbCH.

Cunenne ypaBHMBaTeJis1 CMOJIKIIO. JIFoK Hayan OTKpBIBAaTbCSA BHYTPb
KaMepsbl, HaBcTpeuy Ilecuanomy Ilcy u ero «ImneHHUKY».

V BXofa B IITIO3 MIJIY CTOSJT OTPOMHBIN Y€IOBEK C HEPOBHOM 60po-
oM ¥ Topyalel u3o pra curaperoid. OH 6e3 BCIKOro HHTEpEca MpoBelt
B3INIAZIOM M0 CcTosieMy Briepend lIpumypky, 3aTeM Iiia3a ero ycTaBH-
nucs Ha Ilecuanoro Ilca.

YemocTs 60pogaya OTBUCHA.

— A THI emie kTo?.. — Ha4as ObLIO OH.

Emy nonanoGunace nesnas CeKyHIpbl, YTOObI IOHATD, YTO IIPOUCXOMIMUT.
3arem ero pyka MeTHYJIach K MHCTONETY B KOOype, OH Jaxke ycIiell Bbl-
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TaIUTH €10, HO TYT IIpuaypok BEIIKUG y HEro MUCTOJIET OYTH HEBUIH-
MBIM B3MaxoM Horu. [Tpogomkas To ke aBwkeHHe, Tpedyrolnee TOUHOe
4yBCTBO paBHOBecHs, IIpuaypok caenan Bemaz BIepes H MOMa Kysa-
KOM IIPSIMO B YeJNIFOCTh Oopoziada. 3M0pOBAK OTIIETEN M PyXHYJI Ha CIIMHY.

JlBoe npyrux BCKOUWJIM HAa HOT'H, XBaTasich 3a opyxue. I[Ipumypok
MTHOBEHHO Pa30py>KHJI OHOTO M CLeMWIcs ¢ ApyruM. PasopyskeHHbIi
otneren k Ilecuanomy Ilcy, koTopblil NpoCcTO MOJHSII CBOIO TPOCTh, U
JIETeBIUMH HaNoposics Ha Hee >KMBOTOM. 3paykH HamaJaBLIEro MrHO-
BEHHO NPEBPATWIKCH B TOYKH, HOCKOJIBKY OH OBbLI apaau30Ball s10M H3
KpOBaBO-KPacHOM HIVIbl Ha KOHIIEe TpocToukH [ca, oM, AelicTBYOIKM
€ MCKIIOYUTENbHON ObicTpoTOR. YenoBek ynain, mapy pas AepHYJCS U
3amep HenoABkHO. Flecuansrii [Tec nnoTosqHo ycMexHycs.

IIpunypok xe B 3T0 BpeMs UCHbIThIBaNI 3arpyAHeHHe. OH Jiexxan Ha
CIIMHE, a HaNaAaBLIHHA KOJOTHI pyKOATKOH NHCTOJIETa M0 CTeKITy 1ieMa
IMpumypka, o4eBUAHO, pelIMB AOOABUTH €lle MapoyKy IIPaMoOB K €ro
yKpalleHUsIM Ha JIMIE.

ITec noiiman ero pyky 60JieBBIM PHUEMOM, pa3BEpHYJI HalaJaBIIETro
nHIOM K cebe M ero Kynak, 3aTsHYThIH B NepyarTKy ckadaHzapa, Ipo-
Heccsl, Kak MonHUs. 3areM [lec cTosn u xonomgHo HablroAal, KaK Harma-
JaBLIMH, KOTOPHIH YK HA Ha KOrO He Hamajali, MeJUIeHHO NafaeT HaB-
3HHYb, OE3HAEIKHO MEPTBBIH.

[Mpunypok, nomarsiBasich, MOMHICA Ha HOTH. B3misan ero ObL1 BCTpe-
BokeHHBIM. ITecuansiii [Tec pe3ko B3MIsSHyN Ha HETo.

— Yo ewe ciry4unocs?

ITpunypok cMyIEHHO MOMSICS.

— Jlyuuie Ob1 HaM MOTOPONUTECS, — MpoOopMoOTal OH. — TyT y MeHd
J0rajioyka BO3HHUKJIA. ..

IMec Bce npouen no nuwy [pumypka u 6sicTpo ocmotpen unty. Teep-
Ipli nmecyaHblit mon ObUT YChIAH CUrapeTHbIMU OKypkamu. Mmenachk
LECTEepHA C BOOMH, a TakoKe KIaJoBas C NPHIIacaMHu.

V panpHe# cTeHBI KyIona CTOsUIM TpH coporacrepa. [loxurusime
Tommu JlysiiHa nroau NpUXBaTHIM ¢ c000# copractepoB, 4ToObl T€ 00-
HOBJIAUTH MM Bo3ayX. CoporacTepoB ke, HMEBIIHX Oe3pa3uyHbIC Xa-
paKTepbl pacTeHHii, He BOJIHOBAJIO, YTO AE€NAIOT JIIOAH IPYT C APYroM.

YV coporactepoB Jiexall CBA3aHHBINA Mo pykaM U Horam Tommu Jly-
9iiH. JIuwo ero 6bpUT0 MEpTBEHHO-0€IBIM, roIoBa MoBepHyTa Habok. OH
Ob1n1 6e3 cozHaHusA. IIpuaypok Hayan HEFPOMKO, HO IPOCTHO pyraThCs,
YBH/IEB UCTICLPEHHBIE OXKOraMH pykd ToMMH, a Tak >ke OKpOBaBJIEHHbIE
HaJbLbl, IOTOMY YTO U3-T0J HOTTEH TOpYa/ii MEJIKHE IUEMNKH.

Iecuansiii Ilec cTucHyn 3yObl, IM1a3a €ro 3anbLIajd XOJOAHBIM OI-
HeM. Ho BpeMeHH Ha JOTIPOC OCTaBIIETOCs B JKHBBIX HE OCTaBaJIOCh.
IIsiTky He npocto auumwid Tommu Jlystina cun. OH 6bin B moke. M on
ObUT XONIO/IHEEe HOYH, OKyTaBIIeH 3Ty MOJOBUHY IUIAHETHI.
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Ilecuansiii Ilec Haluen HECKONBKO OACSIT U 3aBEPHYN B HUX PBLKE-
BOJIOCOTO MOJIOAOTo M3bIckaTens. IIoToM nepeBepHyI CTyN U MONOXKHIT
Ha Hero HorH [lysiiHa, yTOOBI OHM OBLIM MOBBIIIE. A 3aTeM TOpLAMH
JaJloHeH cTan pUTMHYHO HaJaBinuBarh JlysHHY Ha KMBOT, rae HaOyx-
miast aopTa MyNNbCHpOBaJa, TOYHO Bropoe cepaue. KpoBp, cobpaBmascs
B Jxesrynke Jlys¥Ha, BOMHOH NMPOKaTHIACh MO BEPXHEH YacTU €ro Telna.
Ero 6nenxoe nuio Havano pozosers. OH 1IEBENbHYNICS FOJIOBOH, 3aCTO-
HaJl ¥ OTKpBLI IJ1a3a.

— IlpucmarpuBaii 3a HuUM, — 6pocu Ilec IIpunypky 1 HanpaBuics k
BO3YLIHOMY HIUTIO3Y.

Ipuaypok HepBHO noGexxan 3a HUM.

— Jlyuie MHe MOHTH C BaMH 3a JIeBOYKOH, 6occ, — 60pMOTall OH Ha
Oery. — Y MeHS TyT IOTaf0vKa. ..

— Nopuan Mokep? — HaxMypHBILKCH, piBKHY [lec.

Ipunypok 6ecriomoliHo octaHOBMICA. OH He 3HaJl, YTO CKa3arh.

— Ocragatics 31ech, — orpe3ai Ilec 1 3akpbl 3a 000 BHYTPEHHIOIO
IBeph mumo3a. OctaBmuch BHYTpH, [Ipuypok Haxkan KHOMKH, OTKpPbI-
BaBIIME BHEIIHUH JIIOK.

CHapy>ku BUCella HOUb, THXas, XOJI0/{Has U 3ayMuuBas. YacoBo# ne-
Jkall TaM ke, rae 6pocun ero [Ipumypok. ITonnumas Horamu obnauka
KpacHoro necka, Ilecuyansiii Ilec 6picTpo HampaBHIICH K KaKTYCy OKO-
TUILJIO, 32 KOTOPBIM OH BeJel octaBarbesi Bukropuu Anamc. B ero pyke
ObUT UTONTBHUK 4acoBOTO. TyT BCe U MPOM30ILIO.

H3-3a kakTyca BbIIBUHYJCS caMm JlopuaH Mokep U TyT ke BBICTpe-
mn. MeptBeHHO-6NeIHBIN, TOHKMH JIyd IUTaMEHH MpoOJeTeNl uepes
COTHIO IIAroB.

v

PE®JIEKCBHI IIECYAHOTI'O Ilca cpaboTanu ¢ Oe3ynpedHoif Tou-
HOCTBIO. EfBa TONBKO WIENKHYN CHycKaeMblii Kypok mucronera Mo-
kepa, kak Ilec BeicTpermn B otBeT. Ho durypa Mokepa BHe3anHo crana
pacruibiBatbes. [Ipuunna 6pu1a sicHa: my4 Mokepa He momnain B 1iejib, HO
TNpozieNiai B NPABOi CTOPOHE €ro BBIMYKJIOro ckadaHapa JBe ObIPKU —
BXOZIHYIO M BBIXOIHYIO0. BO3MyX MIHOBEHHO YNETy4yHJICS, a BMECTE C
HUM ynano u nasiexue. J¢ddekt Obl1 MPUMEPHO TaKUM ke, KaK eciid
651 Ilca BHe3anHO MepeHecIn ¢ ypOBHS MOpsS Ha BEpIIMHY CaMOH BbI-
COKOH ropbl. Y Hero Hayanoch pa3aBoeHue 3peHus. M ObicTpo ucuesana
CNIOCOOHOCTH YNPABIATh COOCTBEHHBIM TEJIOM.

OIHOBpPEMEHHO OH NMOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK KPOBb PHHYJAcCh U3 JIETKHUX,
U3 MO3ra, U3 KaXJI0ro KpOBEHOCHOIO cocyna U aprepuu. KpoBb nonu-
Jlach U3 yLIeH U HOca, Havasla BBIIaBIMBaThCA U3 BCeX Mop Tena. B ymax
HapacTaJ 3BOH, IPeAIeCTBYIOMHUI IOTePU CO3HAHUS, YTO OTAACT €I0 B
pykxu Mokepa. CkadaHap onazali, TO4HO IPOKOJIOTHIH IApHK.
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IToxka Ilec crosn, meiTasck 60pOTHCA € FOJIOBOKPY>KEHHEM, TO YBHIEN,
Kak Mokep ¢ JIMKYIOIIUM BBIP2XKEHUEM JIMLIA HAMIPABJIAET B €r0 CTOPOHY
nucronet. Ilec He comMHeBasncs, YTO Ha STOT pa3 HEroAsl He MpoMax-
Herca. Torga oH GpocHiicss HUIYKOM Ha MECOK, HO He NpOCTO Tak, a B
HAJeXAe crnacTd cuTyauuto. OTHOBPEMEHHO OH HaHIyNal PhIYAXKOK,
YIIpaBISIOIIMI Nofauell Bo3ayxa B ckadaHAp, U TOJKHYJ €ro A0 mpe-
Jiena, MyCTHB BHYTPh CTPYIO KHCIIOpoaa U3 OaioHa 3a CITIHHOH.

Ha xaxue-To cekyHpl HOpMaJIbHOE JaBJICHHE BO3AyXa B cKadaHpe
BOoccTaHOBWIOCh. Ho uto Gonee BakHO, BO3AYX CTall BBIPHIBAaThCA W3
apipok B ckadanape Ilca ¢ cunoii ruapaBnuyeckoro ceepna. [[pe stu
CTPYH YOapWIH B NIECOK, NOIHAIM M 3aKPY>KHJIM OrPOMHBIE O0aka, ye-
pe3 KOTOpble He MOT MPOOUTHCS AaXke BCEMPOHMKAIOUINI CBET 3BE3J.
310 OBLIO COBEpLIEHHEE ABIMOBO# 3aBechl. Obsaka TOHYaMIIEero necka
okyTanu u Mokepa, u Ilecuanoro Ilca.

Ilec kpuBO ycMexHyica M MOKATWICS BOOK, YKJIOHAACH OT JKIy4ero
OTHEHHOTIO Jy4a, nocjaHHoro B Hero MokepoM. Pazymeercs, Tot npo-
MaxHYJICSl, IOTOMY YTO y>kK€ HH4ero He Buzes. UyBCTBys, 4TO JaBICHHE
B cKadaHape Aouuio 10 HopMsl, Ilec BCKOYMIT Ha HOTH.

Jlomio cekyHIbl OH MOCTOsLI, NBITAsICh COPUEHTUPOBATHCS, 3aTEM yC-
JBlIAT MyMHOE IbIxaHue Moxepa. Mokep Gpocuiics B TOM HalpasJie-
HHH, a BO3AYX XJIECTaJ U3 ero ckadaHapa Ha3aJl U Briepen, Kak u3 B30e-
cuLieiics paketsl. [lec Haneren Ha Mokepa U 06XBaTHJI, MPIDKUMAs €0
PYKH K OOKaM.

MOKEP BEHIEHO 3aopain kakue-To pyrarenscTsa. [lec mporayin
ero Hasajl, yAapwi CIIMHON O COTHYTO€ KOJEHO W OTOpPOCHII Ha 1eCATOK
IIAroB, 3aTeM OpPOCHJICS B TOM K€ HAllpaBJIeHUH, BBICKOUWII U3 Iecya-
HOro obMaka, U, TSDKeJIO AblIa, HaBUC Hag MokepoM, TOTOBBIi MPOaoI-
xaTb cxBarKy. Ho aToro yxxe He norpeSoBanocs. Mokep Jiexxan Heron-
BW)KHO, Kak MepTBbIii. [lecuansiii [lec momxBaTui ero Ha pykd ¥ oHeC
K Uy, Korna HascTpedy Bouieten Ipuaypok.

IMpunypok ¢ obneryeHreM B3IOXHYJ, €JHHBIM B3IISIOM OXBaTHUB
BCIO CLIEHY, 3aTeM OpOCHIICS 32 MAaCCUBHBIH KaKTyC U MOSBUWICS OTTYZa,
Hecs Bukropuro Anamc. OHa crabo ieBenuiach, HaUUHas PUXOAUTH B
co3HaHue. OueBnIHO, Mokep nozkpasics kK HeH c3aid U yJapuil 1o mee.

B urny Tommu Jly3¥H yke OTKpBIBaJI UM LITIO3, KyZIa C TPYAOM MpO-
trcHymuch llec u [punypok. Tommu uzgan npyuayeHHbINA KPUK U B35U1
y Hpunypxa Bukropmro.

Korna onu Bceit Tonmnoii BBAIWINCH Yepe3 BHYTPEHHIOKO IBEpb, [lec-
yaHblil Ilec, ynbibasch, NepBBIM 1€0OM 3aHSJICS MOYHUHKOH MPOKOJO-
toro ckadanapa. K ToMy BpeMeHH, Kak OH 3aKJI€HT JBIPKH PE3HHOBBIMU
3amnatamu, Mokep 3ameBenwics. Jly3HH MOACKOYMIT K HEMY, IPOCTHO
omepuBiucek. Ho Ilecuansiii Ilec ocranoBui ero.
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— OH NOJIy4HT, 4TO 3acIyxul, — noobemain [lec. — A TeM BpeMeHeM. ..

OH paccrernyin ckaganap Ha 60Ky, mone3 B KapMaH Of€XIbI U JOCTal
OTTyAa Iy3BIPEK ¢ KPUCTALTMYECKHM IeckoM. [lysiiH HerepneanBo
cxBaTui ero. 3areM 03a00oueHHO B3MIAHY! Ha [Ica.

— 51 Bemp roe-To yxe BCTpedan Bac, — ckasan oH. — B Coarrep-
¢unn-cury, He Tak m? Bac Benp 30ByT [DKOHC.

— Wnu Cmur, — cepbe3Ho oTBeTH eMy Ilec.

JyaiiH ¢ GieqHBIM MOCIie NePEXXUTOrO JIMLIOM BAPYT YCMEXHYJICH.

— Hy, nagHo, ecnu BbI Tak xotute. Ho Bce paBHO cnacu6o. — OH 06-
Hs1 pykoi Buktopuio Anamc, a Ta B3msHy/a npsMo B masa Ilecyanoro
Ilca.

— Eme Beap He Bce KOHYMIIOCH, BEpHO? — cripocwia oHa. — Ha MHue
MO-TIPEXKHEMY BUCUT yOMHCTBO?

— Yo6uiicTBo?! — BoCKIMKHY Jly>#H.

Buxkropus 6picTpo nepeckasaina eMy COOBITHS 3TOH HOYH, HACKOJIBKO
HX 3HajA.

— HaBepHoe, BbI 3Hanu, 4To KapTa MECTONOJOKEHHS AOJIMHBI CNps-
TaHa B My3bIPbKE C MECKOM, — CMYILIEHHO 3aKOHYIIa OHa, 00paniasich K
Ilecuanomy Ilcy.

Ilec noxkgan mieyamu U noBepHyncsa Kk Mokepy. TonkHyJ1 ero HOrou.
CenoBnacelii HEroAi NepeBEepHYNCS Ha CIIUHY M NPUMOAHAJICS Ha JIOK-
TaX. [ 1a3a ero pacmpuIIUCh, KOTa OH YBHUIET UTOJIbHHK, a TyObl CKpH-
BUJIMCB OT SIPOCTH ¥ O€CIIOMOLHOCTH.

— Bbl Bce 3a 3TO nonajere B TIOPbMY, Aypaube! — 3aBOpyall OH, HO
KPOBb MIHOBEHHO OTXJIBIHYJIAa Y HETo OT JIMI{a, KOIZla OH YBHJEIN, Kak
Ilecuansriii [lec mogHsn CBOIO TPOCTh, U M3 HEE BHICYHYJICS KOHUMK Ma-
JIEeHbKOW KpOBaBO-KpacHO# urvibl. — Uto Bl genaere?

— 51 cobuparock OCTaBUTBH Bac TYT B BHAY MoJapka IMOJUIMH, KOTaa
oHa nobepercs croma 3 Mapconopra, — xonoaHo 3asBui [lecuaHsiii
ITec. — Ho He BomHyiiTech, y HUX €CTh NPOTHBOAAME Aaxe OT yKyca
[lecuanoro Ilca. Ho BOT y HuX HeT cpeacTBa 0XXUBHTH MepTBeua. Mept-
Bella, KOTOPOro yOHIIH BBI.

— Y6un oH?.. — 3X0M oTo3Basiack Bukropus Anmamc, 3aTeM pe3Ko Io-
BepHynacsk k Ilcy. — Ho Benp 1...

— BbI BeICTpEenWIM B HETO M NMPOMAXHYIIHCh, — CIIOKOWHO OTBETHII
ITec. — Mokep e BBICTpeHII OHHOBPEMEHHO C BAMH Y€pe3 OKHO — U He
npomasai. OH youn CneBaHca uronsHukoM. Bo 16y y CnieBaHca 6buia
KpyIJias IpipKa. A Ballle Opy KHe npozesaio Obl TaM TpeyroibHyoo. Mo-
Kep He 3HaJ, YTO y Bac €CTh KapTa ¢ KOOpAMHaTramH JAonuHbL. Ho oH
ckaszan CrnieBoHCY, 4TO ecThb. 3areM Mokep npocnenaun 3a CrieBIHCOM U
y6un ero. ITocne 3Toro oH cobupancs BeI3BaTh MOMHULHIO B JIAYYTY, I71e
OCTaBaJIKCH BHI ¢ TPyAoM. BaMm Ob1 mpuimmnm youiicteo CrieBaHca, a cam
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Mokep octaBancs Obl YHUCTEHBKUM, aki MiajeHell. K cuacTeio, MBI ¢
ITpuaypkoM NOSBUIKUCH TaM BOBPEMS U CMEIIAIIM €My KapThl.

Ha mune Bukropuu noseuinock sBHoe oblierdyeHue.

— Brl OykBanbHO BepHYJIM MEHS K JKH3HH, — pU3Haiack oHa. — Ho
3aueM Mokep yowui...

— Jla Bce o4eHb MPOCTO, — MAaxHy/ pykoi mec. — CrieB3HC mocnen-
Hee BpeMs Hauan o6maHbiBaTh Mokepa. Bumure nu, y Mokepa 6bu10
JIMIIB COPOK AEBATH MpPOLEHTOB akuuii «Mapcuanckoro Creksionysa,
HHuk». OnHako OH €IUHOIMYHO YIPaBIsUT KOPIOpPALUEH, HOCKOIbKY Y
ero npasoi pyku CrieB3Hca GbUTH HEJIOCTAOLIME JIBA MPOLIEHTA aKLHH.
A CnessHe ronocoBai Tak, kak xoten Mokep. Tak oHU yaep>kuBanu
koHTponb. Ho B nocnenHee Bpemss CneBsHe cran HamgyBath Mokepa.
OH cnencs ¢ ApyruMH aKlIMOHEPaMH, KOTOPBIE IUIATWIH MY, YTOObI OH
roJI0COBaJl B MX N0Nb3y. Mokep Tepsi KOHTPOJIb HaJl KOpHOpalueH, ko-
TOPYIO NMPHUBBIK CUUTATH SAMHONUYHO cBoeii. [IoaToMy OH HoJkKeH OB
n36aBuThcsa oT CnedHca. Y HHMX M3HAYalbHO OBUIO MOIMHCAH JOKY-
MEHT, 4TO B ciTy4ae cMepTd CHeB3HCa ero akLyH nepexomsiT k Mokepy.
CoOcTBeHHO, OHU M MpHHayIeXann Mokepy, ToT npoaan ux CrneBaHcy
JUIIE GUKTUBHO.

ot pyussimu Tek 1o nuiy Mokepa, a B I1a3ax €ro poc HCIyT.

— Ia xto BBl Takol? — npoxpumnesn oH. — Bel cam apsiBon! Bel He Morn
3HAaTh BCETO 3TOro!

— Ho s 3na10 Bce, — orpesan Ilec. — [lonunus o6Hapy>xuT Bce HE0O-
XOOUMBbIE JOKYMEHTHI, Korjga Hainer tpyn CneB3Hca B OIHOM W3 Ba-
IIMX NIOMELEHUH Ha BepXHeM 3Taxe ocobOHska. [Tonpobyiite-ka Toraa
BBIBEPHYTbCA. . .

— Ha BepxHeM 3Taxke! — B y>kace BOCKJIMKHYJI Mokep U 1ayke BCKOYHIT
Ha Horu. — Ho tam He moxket ObiTh Tena CrieBaHca!

— OnHako, OHO TaM, — niedaasHo oTBeTiI [lecuansiii [lec. — Tam-Tam,
HE COMHEBaWTECh.

JIuo Mokepa uckasuno otyasHue. OH puHyncs Brepen, Ho [lecua-
Hbl# Ilec BeIcTaBUN TpocTOUKY, U Mokep Hasneren Ha Hee. Bukropus He-
FPOMKO BCKPHKHYJIa U Nprkanack K Tommu Jly3iHy, Korna CTeKISHHBIH
BlacTenuH Mapca pyxHys Ha NoJ.

Iecuanpiii Ilec mHpoko ynbIOHYNCA, IMa3a €ro HCKPHINCH OT
YAOBIIETBOPEHHS.

— Bor tenepr TouHO Bee, — cka3ay oH. — Mokep cam pelmi 3aBep-
LIUTH CBOIO UTPY, a BBl JBOE€ CBOOOAHBI UATH CBOMM MyTeM... U ¢ Hema-
JIbIM COCTOSIHHEM B BHE O€CLICHHOMW JIOJIHHBI.

TPHU YACA crnycrs 1Ba 6e3ynpedyHo OOETHIX MY>XYHMHEI, SBHO CKY-
YaIOUMX 3TUM BEYEPOM, HECHIEIIHO IPOTYJIMBAJIMCH 10 JAETIOBBIM KBap-
TanaMm bensBwiis, B nmomycorHe kuioMeTpoB oT Mapcomnopra. Jluna y
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HHUX OBLIH, KaK y JIFOACH, 3aBepIIMBIIMX BHIOJIHEHHE TPYAHOMH 3aa4u
Y MOTyYMBIIUX MOJTHOE yaoBJeTBopenHe. Eie B oasuce MbiicoHa [lec-
yanbIit [lec crenan aHOHUMHBIH 3BOHOK B NOMUIMIO Mapcoropra u co-
obmmn o Tpyne B gome Mokepa, a Takxke cesian NpeanojiokeHue, rae
TIONHLIEHCKIE CMOTYT HAlMTH yOHiilly, J0OaBUB ellle HECKOJBKO BaXKHBIX
noApoGHOCTEH, KOTOpBIe NO/DKHBI 3aBepLIMTh NageHne Mokepa. Buk-
Toputo Anamc u Tommu [ly>itHa OHH OCTaBWUIH B OTeNie I 3€MIISH
TaM JK€ B Oa3uce, a HAYTPO apeHAOBAJIM JJIi HHUX ITUIAHETOMOOWIB J0
bensBuna.

ITporynueasce, [lecuansiii [Tec moCBATHIT ceOs H3YYESHHIO )KUBOTIHC-
Hoi ¢usnonomun Tymnoro Ipunypka. Ha nune camoro Ilca 6su10 Ha-
MUCAaHO pa3ovapoBaHHe, Tak Kak [Ipuaypok Bce BpeMs 3eBaJl, mpHUeM
TaK FPOMKO, YTO MPOXOKHE 000paunBaIMCh HA Hero. [Ipuaypok 3eBain,
MOy NPHKPBIB IJIa3a, U BHIITISACI OYeHb, OYEHb YCTaJBIM.

— 51 Takoit coHHBIH, — GopMOTall OH npH 3ToM. — S man 6wl Bce, 4TO
YTOAHO, YTOOBI Tocnathk. S ymuparo, Tak xody crnarb. MHe ObLT TOJIBKO
IobpaTbes IO OTENs U KpOBaTH — BOT M BCe, 4ero s xouy. Ha Henmemo.
Bcero nuines Ha HeAeNbKY ... — B mia3ax ero ruiaBan 3KcTa3 XKeJlaHus.

Cepole miaza [lecuanoro Ilca uckpuinCh paloCTBIO YeJIOBEKa, KO-
TOPBIA B MOJIHOW Mepe HaclaxmaeTcs Ku3Hb0. HeOpexxHo momaxuBas
TPOCTOUKOM, OH noen IIpuaypka 1o ynuiie K OTelnto.

The Sandhound, (Planet Stories, 1943 Ne 5), nep. Anopeti Bypyes
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NECYAHBbIU NEC
HAHOCUT HOBbIN YOAP

I

IIECYAHBINA IIEC 6bu1 ceroHs OAMH, XOTS M 3HAJ, YTO 3TO
onacHo. OH men no Ilyrn MapcuaH, 3HaMeHHTOI aBeHIO, IPOHU3HIBA-
tomed CaTrepduiIba-CHTH, Kak OCh, Ha KOTOPOH BpalLlaeTCcs BCS JKU3Hb.
Bokpyr Texsia Mesikas apuCTOKpaTHs, COCTOSBLIAS U3 3aBCEAaTaeB Map-
cuaHckux kade. [To 06eMM cTOpoHaM YNIHILBI CIUIOIIHAKOM TSHYJIUChH
SpKHMe peKJIaMHble IUTaKaThl U BBIBECKH, T€aTPHl, TOPIOBbIE€ LIEHTPBHI.
VcpIinaHHbIe OparoleHHOCTSMH KEHIIUHBI, Pa3ofieThle B CBEpKaIOILHe
CTeK/ISHHbIE IIYObl, OyKBaJIbHO BHCEJIH Ha PyKaX AePEBEHCKUX MapHeii.
Ho onacHocts a1a Ilca npeacrasnsnu He oHH. OMacHOCTh KpbUlach B
4enoseke, KoTopsli cieqoain 3a Ilecuansv [com.

Ilecuanniit Ilec men, ka3zanock, paccnabieHHBIM IIaroM, XOTS BCE
€ro MbIIIbl ObUTH HaMpsDKEHBI, a Ha JIMLE TO U JIeJI0 MOABIAIAch yc-
MelIKa YeNoBeKa, NMPHUBETCTBOBABILETO JIIOOYIO YECTHYIO ONACHOCTb.
Ero npecnenoBarens ObuT ABHO HOBHYKOM B 9TOH MIpe, CIMIIKOM YXK
HeyKoke oH cienosai 3a [Icom nmo maraM. Ho Ilecuansiii Ilec 3nan,
YTO HACTOALLAA OMAcCHOCTh HexomuT oT Kites MepuOpyka, poMBILIIeH-
Horo Hapbka Catrepdunpi-cut. Knes Mepubpyka, 3axisroro Bpara
ITecuanoro nca. Kneit Mepubpyk, 3aniuMan Bce Mbiciu [Ica, ocobeHHO
ero Tep3aJi Bornpoc: 6bU1 OH WK He Obln 3aMelaH B yOuiicTBe copora-
cTepa B cpely HOUBIO.

U Mepubpyk 1 nocnain Toro, Ko ciienosai ceifvac 3a [Icom? Kaza-
JIOCh, MOXKHO OBLIO HE COMHEBATBCS, YTO 33 BCEM 3THM CTOMT HMEHHO
Mepubpyk.

IMecuansiii [lec 6bUT CTONMBL XKe OCTOpOXeEH, Kak ObicTp M rHOOK —
TOYHO OOMTATENH JKEeJIE3HO-OKHMCIIBIX ITyCThIHb, B 4YECTh KOTOPBIX OH H
nan cebe npossuule. OH NOXKAaJICs MOMEHTa, KOIra MOLIe] MUMO Yep-
HOTo Kak BXOJ B Nellepy repeysika, U, MOBEpHYBIIMChH OOKOM, MTHO-
BEHHO McHe3 B ero HemporisaHoi TeMe. TaM oH GecuryMHO mpobexxan
COTHIO LIIaroB, 3aTeéM OCTAHOBWJICSA, IPH)KABLIMCH CIIMHOM K cTeHe. Tpo-
CTOYKa, KOTOPYIO OH IIOCTOAHHO Jep>KaJl B pyKax, Oblsia He MPOCTO TPO-
croukoii. I'naza Ica GnecHynu, Koraa oH MOAyMan O MaJIeHBKOH UIITe Co
CMEPTOHOCHBIM SI0M, KOTOPYIO MOXKHO JIETKO BBIITYCTHTB U3 €€ KOHIIA.

Ho naxe nmecyanblii nec, GBICTPBIH, Kak BeTep, 3Bepb, MOXKET JOIY-
CTUTh OLIMOKY B pacueTax U MOJy4HTh (paTanbHyIO LIapanHHy OT KpBbIC,
SIBJISIIOLIMXCS UCTOYHHKOM €r0 IHILIH.
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The Sandhound Strikes

By ROSS ROCKLYNNE

Once again the Sandhound, that rakish freebooter of the s‘p-eew-ys,

was stalking the rusty sands of Mars. He was searching for the an«

swertoa dread enigma, risking his life—to save a hot-lneaded lovely,
girl who hated his guts.

Tak u Ilecuansrit [Tec gomycrin omubKky. CIHIIKOM HO3OHO YCIbI-
)1 OH OCTOPOXKHBIEC [Iary CHepely, a pe3KUui ymap, COTpSCLIMHA ero
rOJIOBY, OTIIPABMJI €r0 ellie B 6eCIPOCBETHYIO THMY.

B IPYTOM PAMOHE C5TTepdHIbI-CHTH HMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT

HEKTO YKJIaJAbIBAJICA IOA IHEJIKOBOC ON€JI0 Ha KPOBATH OTEJIs. V Hero
OBLTO HCYKITIO)XKEE, CIHIIKOM IIHWPOKOIUIEYES IJIA HeOOJIBIIIOTO pocTta
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TEJO, MEPEBHTOE Y3/1aMH MOIIHBIX
MBI, KAK y TOro, KTO OOJBIIYIO
4acTh JKU3HH MIPOBEJI Ha IUTAHETaX C
MOBBILICHHOM cHiToi TshkecTH. Jluio
ero ObUIO MOKPBITO LIpaMaMH, IIO-
BECTBYIOIIUMH O >KECTOKUX OGOfX.
Kpupoii, cmorpsammii B 60Kk HOC
TOX€ ObLII TAKOBBIM HE TIO MIJIOCTH
IIpUpPOABL. YCTPOUBLIKCH B YIOOHOM
KpOBaTH, 3TOT Y€JIOBEK YCHYJ MI'HO-
BEHHO M 6e3 BCAKHMX MeEpexomoB H
CHOBa, YTO OBLIO MOAOOHO CMEPTH.
3panu ero Tyno#i [Ipunypok.

H B TOT MOMEHT — TOYHO B Ty ke
cexyHny, koraa Ilecuanoro Ilca yna-
pwiu no ronoee, — Cnsamuii BHe-
3allHO OOJMIICS TIOTOM U BeCh 3a-
Tpicca. Eme ocraBasich BO CHe, OH
MPUIOOHAJICA Ha OAHO KOJEHO, €ro
HCKaJIeY€HHOE JIMLIO NEPEEPHYIIOCH,
CIIOBHO OT CYIOpOTH, 3aTeM Mel-
JICHHO OTKPBUIMCH BEKH.

HECYAHBIA ITEC ouHyncs.
Ortkpsein masa. M yBuaen nepea co-
6oii uto Knes Mepubpyka.

Ilec Hampsar Melunel, NMpoOBEpAt
IPOYHOCTh LiemeH, KOTOPbIMH OBbLI
IIPUKOBAH K IOJy B paclpocTepToit
nose.

— VnbIOHHCH, — MEIUIEHHO Mpo-
roeopun Kneii Mepubpyk, — u TBoE
JIMLIO OCTaHETCs TAKOBbIM Ha MaMsTh
NIOTOMKaM, IOKa OKOHYaTeJIbHO He
CTHHET.

Pyka ero, Ha KoTopoil cBepkaiu
KOJIbl[a, MEUIEHHO IIOKadaja Tpo-
crouky Ilca, U3 KOTOpOH BBHICOBBIBa-
Jach TEMHO-KpacHas MINia C sI0M,
B3ATHIM KaKk pa3 y OJHOMMEHHBIX
oOuTaresiei My CTHIHU.

YenoBek, Tak MHOTO3HAYUTEIHHO
MOMaxXMBAIOIMH TPOCTOYKOHM, ObLI
KPYNHBIM, C BbIJAIOIIENHCs KBaapar-

lllustration by DOOLIN
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HOW 4YemoCThI0. Y Hero ObUT LBETYLIHH
LBET JIMIIA, KaK Yy TeX, KTO OepexHo 3a60-
THTCA O COOCTBEHHOM 310pOBhe. Ero He-
Muramponme, Ge3TOHHbIE IV1a3a HaMeKasH,
CKOopee, JaXke He Ha arpeccHio, a Ha Moj-
JIUHHBIHA (aHaTH3M.

U Ilec nedcTBUTENBHO HEpP3KO YIBIO-
Hyncs eMy B yuno. Ho ¢ camoro MomeHTa
npoOy>KIeHHs OH UCKOCAa OCMaTpuBal Mo-
MEHIEHHE, HIIla BO3SMOKHOCTH UL noGera.
Jlexxan OH Ha TOJICTOM KOBPE, KPyroM CTO-
ama pockomHas Mebenb. OH SBHO Haxo-
JuIcs B OHONHoTeKe CBOero Bpara, 00 3Tom
CBHJIETEJILCTBOBAIM 3allaxy Me4aTHoH Oy-
Mard M JOPOTMX KOXAaHBIX IepeIUIeTOB.
Bruna 3mecs aBepb, OBUIO HIMPOKOE OKHO,
OTKpbIBaBIleecs Ha OaJKOH, 32 KOTOPBIM
BUJIHEJIUCH JIMIIB C1abble OTCBETHI TOPOJCKHX OTHEH.

— Bri mpocunu MeHst He coBarkcs B Catrepdunba, Mepubpyk, HO
MHe XBaTHJIO Oe3paccyAcTBa MpHeXaTh CIofa, — MpodopMoTall, HaKOHell,
ITec. — JIymaro, BBl HIMe€T€ HEKOTOpPOE MOpaJIbHOE MPaBO UCMOJIb30BATh
ceifuac TpOCTOUKY, HO 3HaiiTe, YTO Y MEHs €CThb JIpy3bs, KOTOPHIE HE CTa-
HYT AONro pasmyMbiBaTh. OCOOEHHO €C/H Y3HAIOT, YTO 5 paccienoBall
ybHiicTBO coporacrepa.

YacTHYHO KPOBb OTXJIBIHYJA OT Jinia Mepubpyka. Ho Hi3kui ronoc
€I0 0CTaBaJCs CIIOKOMHBIM.

— Jpyrumu cCiIOBaMH, BBl XOTHTE YBEPUTh MEHs, YTO He cobupae-
Tech coBarbesa B Mo fena? Ha 3emiie BbI ObUTH MOMM HENPUMUPUMBIM
BparoM, HO ¥ 3TOro BaM IOKa3aJoch MaJlo, TaK YTO KOrja s yJeTen Ha
Onutep, BB mocnenoBaiy 3a MHOH M HallakOCTHIM MHE U TaM. JTO
OBUIO HECKONBKO JIET Ha3ajl, — B TOJIOCE €ro MOCIbIIagach ropeys, —
HO Belb NaMsATh ocTaeTcs HaBcerdga. Korma s 3aBnagen KOHTPOJIBHBIM
nakeToM akiuii kopropapu «Creko u Ilecox» B Catrepdunba-cury,
BBI HCTIONIb30BAJIM Ballle BIMSHHE Ha COPOracTepoB, 3aCTaBUB UX YHTHU
¢ Moux (abpHK, KOTOpbIE MOCIIEe 3TOr0 Ha4aaH NPUXOAUTH B 3alTyCTe-
Hue. K cuactblo, 1 Bocrnionb3oBalicst OHOH J1a3eiikoii B 3aKk0HE, KOTOPBIH
MO3BOJIMII MHE, TEXHHUYECKH, CTaTh COPOracTepoM — IICEBAOTY3EMIEM
Mapca, 1 3T0 caenano HeBO3MOXHOH Moro BelAady 3emite unu IOmnu-
tepy. Bel noMHuTE 3107

Iecuansiii Ilec npekpacHo Bce nmoMHMI. [lo-cBoemy, 310 GBINO 3a-
6aBHo. Kie#i MepuOpyk, B OTYasHHOM YCWIMHU COXPaHHMTb CBOIO
CTEKIONPOU3BOACTBEHHYIO KOMIIAHHIO, 00PAaTHIICS HEMOCPEICTBEHHO K
Ccep-Ccen, I'maBHoMy Jlame, BiaJibike BceX COPOracTepOB 3TOro paiioHa
Mapca, a noTOM Hameuaraj BO BCEX ra3erax, YTO Telepb OH SABIAETCS
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coporactepoM co ctoponsl cynpyru. Ccep-Cen npekparii 3a0acToBKY.
IMpennpusatus MepuOpyka BHOBb OXKHIIM, H OH, TOPXKECTBYIOLIMH, MO-
cnan necuanomy Ilcy yneTuMmaryM: we gozepawaiics crooa!

— W 3aueM MHe Tenepb OTITyCKaTh Bac, — yXMbUIAACH, pofospkan Me-
puOpYK, — BMECTO TOTrO, YTOOBI MCIIONB30BaTh B KayeCTBE KOpMa I
MOHMX pabo4uX WU 3aKUHYTh Ha Kakoi-HUOY/b TIOpEMHBIH acteponn?
51 3Ha10 He Xyxe Bac, 3ayeM Bbl NOABUIUCH B CaTTepduibie... a, BO3-
MOXKHO, BaM H3BECTHO O MOMX NpEeANpPUATHAX JaxKe Jydlle MeHs ca-
Moro. Ho B mo6oM ciydae, eciiu 1 OCTaBIIO Bac rae-HUOYyAb B Kamepe,
MecslLeB yepe3 1IecTb — B KpaiHeM ciyuae, uepe3 rofl, — Bbl CTaHeTe
COBEpIIEHHO Oe3omacHsb! Iy MeHs. TiopbMa criocoOHa HapylIUTh Je-
ATETBHOCTD Ia)Ke TAKUX. YMHBIX MO3TOB, Kak Bald. TakuM o6pa3oM. ..

Ilecuanoro Ilca HuKorma He OCTaB/IsAIa HaleXnAa, MOKa elne AcH-
CTBHUTEJIBHO MOIVIa CyllecTBOBaTh. Ho Temeps OH cepbhe3HO cMOTpen Ha
KOHYHK CBOEH TPOCTOUYKH, KOTOpoH MepuOpyk ¢ MOC/IeAHUMH CIIOBAaMU
TKHYJI B HEro, M Jlake MOJCO3HATENIHHO B3JIPOTHY OT OONH IPU yKoJe
HITIOHN. ..

Bot Tonpko 6oy He 6bUIO, Kak He ObUIO U camMoro ykona. A Obut
3HAKOMBIH TOJIOC, pa3aBIINICA M3 BHE3AITHO PaclaxHyBIUESHCS JBEPH.

— BpoceTe Tpocth, — ckomangosan Tyno# Ilpunypok. — Bpocaiire ee,
Mepubpyk, He TO 1...

I'YBBI MEPUBPYKA 6e33By4YHO 3all€BETHIUCH.

ITotoM mneun ero omyctuiuck. [IpexpacHblii, 300poBbIH pyMsSHeL
ucue3 co mek. OH BEIPOHMIT TPOCTOUKY, 3aTEM HOBEPHYJICH, Y2Ke BO300-
HOBJISAS XKEJIE€3HBII KOHTPOJb HaJl CBOMMH SMOLIUAMHU.

— Kro BbI Takoii? — npockpurnen oH. — Kak BbI onany B Mo#i 1oM?

— Mems 3oByT Ilpunypok, — ckazan Ilpunypok, — ¥ B AoM s nomnain
yepes MapaJHyIo ABepb. A Ternepb, €CIIH He XOTHTe, YTOOBI 1 Mpoernan
B Bac aKKypaTrHYIO TPEYrOJbHYIO JBIPOYKY 3THUM MHMCTOJNETOM, HEME-
JICHHO paccterHute Hemd. bocc, — ycmexnyncs Ilpumypok, obHaxkas
CBOM T'HUJBIE 3yOBbl, — 51, pasyMeeTcs, CIIal, HO Tereph s MPOCHYJICS.

Tlecuansiii [1ec xuBHyI.

— S Tak ¥ momymai, 4TO 3TH MAaJIeHbKHE HETPUSITHOCTHU pasOyasT
TeOs1, — CyX0 CKasall OH.

Mepubpyk onerneHesno omycTuwics Ha koieHd. LllenkHynu 3acTexky,
3a3BeHeny nemu. [lecuansnii [lec oqHUM rHOKUM IBHKEHHEM OKazaics
Ha HOTax U ¢ obJier1eHHeM MOIXBATHII C ToJia CBOO TpocTouky. Ho enpa
OH yCIieNn BBIIPAMHUTHCS, KaK YBHUIEN, YTO CUTyallUs NMPUHUMAET ApY-
roii 3a0aBHBI MOBOPOT. B Bepsx mo3aau npuaypka nosiBUICS BTOPOH
snoymbiiuieHHUK. [Toka Ilecuansiii Ilec omenomMneHHo msaen Ha HEro,
3JIOYMBIIUIEHHUK — 8 UM HEOXKHIAHHO OKa3aJlach I€BYIIKA, — CUIBHO, C
SIBHBIM HaMepeHHeM NPU4IMHUTE 0ok, TKHyNa [Ipunypka cteonoM nu-
CTOJIETa MEX/TY JIONaTKaMH.
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Ipuaypok 4T0-TO YAMBIEHHO IPOBOpYAIL.

— Bpocaii opyxue! — psiBkHyna AeByIIKa.

Bce ee Teno 1 HanpsHKEHHas 11032 TOBOPUIIH O TOM, YTO OHa CriocobHa
H BIIOJIHE FOTOBA BOCMOJIB30BaThCA CBOUM mHcToneToM. IIpumypok 6po-
CHJI MTOJIBHHK, 3aCKpHIIeNT 3y6aMu U »kajlobHO B3MIsHYIN Ha [lecyaHoro
Ica.

— He ObiBaeT HUKaKOH TenenaTH, — TOHOM CTpaJaliblia 3asBUJI OH. —
Be1 mocrosHHO yOexxaaeTe MeHs, 60cc, 4TO S NPUPOXKICHHBIN TeNenar,
HO KOIZla s Ha4MHAIO I0JIaraThCs Ha 3TY BBIMBILIUICHHYIO TeJIENAaTHIO,
OHa TYT K€ NOABOIUT MEHs. S| OHATHUA HE UMETI, YTO AeBYOHKa Mepu-
Opyka ciieyeT 3a MHO# I10 IISITaM.

— Xoporo, nara, — KOPOTKO U XOIIOAHO cka3ana AeBymika. — Cobepu
opyxue. OH npas. S AelicTBUTENBHO NpPOCIIEAOBANIA 32 HUM JI0 IOMY
TI0CJIe TOro, KaK YBH/IENa, Kak OH JieseT yepe3 orpaay. Kro ato Takue?
Banomupxu?

— TI'opazfo xyxe, — mpoBop4an Mepubpyk, MOIHSII € MOJIa MTOIBHUK
Hpunypxka, 3atem o6sickan camoro [Ipunypxka.

Ilecuanwiii Ilec, mogHsB pyku BBepX, OpaBHUpyd, MOAMHIHYI
Hpumypky.

— Tsl Ipocnan 1esyIo HesleNnto, — HaloMHU OH. — Ho B Ty Jke MUHYTY,
KOI/Z1a s MOoMNaJl B HENPUATHOCTH, Thl IPOCHYJICS U MOCIEN0BAN 32 MHOM.
Kaxk 161 Bce 9T0 00BACHHUIIB?

— A, smo?.. Ja 510 ObUIa nIpocTO Joraaka. MHe BAPYT yAapHiIo B ro-
JIOBY, KOTIa s TOJIBKO YTO IIPOCHyncs. S qoranancs, Hanpumep, rae 3T
6ponsaru HacTHIIIH TeOs B nepeyrike. — OH HaXMYyPHJIICS H BCTPEBOXKEHHO
misHyn Ha Mepu6pyka. — Celigac 5 nokaxy tebe, UTo s IPOCTO CIIOMKHIT
IBa ¥ IBa M MOTyYuII. ..

Ilecuansrii Ilec paccMmestiicst 1 moBepHyJIcs K AeByLIKe U ee oTLy. OH
BCera roToB ObUT BOCTOPraThCs )KeHCKOH KpacoTol, Tak 4To OpoBH €ro
HEBOJIbHO MOAHSINCH BBepX. OH BOCXHMILAJICA €€ MpeecTHhIMU rybamu
Y INIa3aMH, NTOX0XKMMH Ha 3€MHOH paccBeT, Jake HECMOTpPS Ha TO, YTO
5TH INIa3KU U ryOKM BbIpa)kaJld ceiuac KpaiHIOIO CTENeHb HENPUA3HH.
3710 IeByliKa ObUIa KpacHBa, MPEKPACHa O COBEPLIEHCTBA, KOTOpOE J0-
CTUTAJIOCH, TAKKE, U YMEJBIM YHOTpeOIeHHeM KOCMETHKH, 11a U HOXKKH
y Hee OBLIIH He Xy’Ke BCEro OCTaJIbHOTO.

Tecuanrrii Tlec He man Mepubpyky cka3aTh HU cllOBa, XOTS Mepu-
Opyk, Bpozie Obl, CHOBa BJIaJIeJ1 CUTyallUeH.

— O4eHb paj] MO3HAKOMHTCS € BaMH, DCTPUIbJA, — BEAUIMBO MPoOop-
MOTAaJI OH H, YBU/IEB Y/IMBJICHUE Ha €€ JIHLE, IToXaJl IiedaMu. — S Bupen
Baly ¢oTorpaduu, NpuU3HaICI OH. — B ra3eTHbIX CTaTbiXx O CIIOPTHB-
HBIX COCTA3aHHAX B KOJUIEIDKE, TMTEPaTypHBIX KPy>KKaX M Tak Jajee.

— Bpsn 14 MeHs MHTepecyeT Balll Kpyro3op, — X0JIOHO OTBETH/IA OHa,
HO MUCTOJIET YyTh JPOTHYII B €€ pyKe.
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JeByllika IIsHy/Ia Ha HEro yxe ¢ uHTepecoM, U Ilec ormeTw, 4ro
TeMHBIE KPYTH HOJ €€ [JIa3aMHU YKa3bIBaJIM Ha CKPBHITOE OTYasHUe, Y Hee
SIBHO OBLIH KaKHe-TO HepelleHHble npobaeMbl. OHa cTajia BAPYT YTO-TO
TOBOPHTH, HO TYT ke oOopBana ceds.

BHesanmHo Mepubpyk 0XHII ¥ IOPKHYI 3a ciuHy [Ipunypka ¢ sBHBIM
HaMepeHUeM 3abparh y nodepu muctoneT. Ho oHa ObICTpbIM JBIDKE-
HueM oborHyna Ilpunypka ¢ Ipyroil CTOpOHBI M BCTana TeNephb JIMLIOM
nepel BCEMHU TpeMs MyX4MHaMH. JIeBoH pykoll MaxHyna OTLYy, sSBHO
BEJIsI OCTAHOBHTHCSL.

— Her, nana, He Hano, — cka3ajla OHa ¥ HaBella MUCTONET Ha Mepu-
Opyka. — ITuctoner noka moGyner y mens. Eciu Bce moiiner xopoiuo,
TeOe He O YeM BOJHOBarbCsi. A IOKa YTO Y MEHs MNOABHJIACH OIHA
MBICIIMILIKA.

OHA IIPUCEJIA Ha noasIoOKOTHHK Kpeciia ¥ OAepHYJIa MIaTke.

— Ho, nouka, 3a4eM ThI Tak, — KAKUM-TO YMOJISIFOUIMM TOHOM IIPOro-
Bopui Mepubpyk. — Yto s Tebe caenan? Otaai MHe. ..

— B ToM-TO ¥ neno, 4To THI HE cHenall MHe HHYero, — 3asBWia Jie-
BYILIIKa, C HETOJOBAHUEM YCTaBUBILKCH HA HET'O CBEPKAIOLIMMH IJ1a3aMH.
— Tak 4TO MOCTOM, r/ie CTOUIIb. ITH JIIOOU HE TTOXOXKH. ..

— Ho 310 BOpBI, NPOCTO OHU OAETHI, KaK rOCNOA. . .

— Tem nyume, — cnaako ynpIOHyNach oHa. — I MOry MOMYYHTBH HO-
MoIIb ¥ OT BOpoB. OroHb, HallPaBJICHHbBIH POTUB OTHsI, 3HACIIb JIH. ..

MepuOpyk nodneqHen u CTUCHYN Kynaku. B romoce Octpunbasl 6e3-
ommbo4Ho nocisimanack 3moctb. U Ilecuansiii Ilec, Huxorna He ocra-
BaBILHiiCs O€3pa3IMIHbBIM, €CJIM BO3SHHKAN XOTh MaJeHIuii maHe o6pa-
TUTH CUTYaLIHIO B CBOKO MOJIb3Y, HEMEIJICHHO BMEIIAJICS B UX pa3roBop.

— 51 6BU1 GBI HEe MPOYB yCHbIIATh, B KaKOH IMEHHO MOMOILIH BBl Hy-
kKIaeTech, DCTPUIIbAA, — CKa3all OH HEOPEXXHBIM, HO COBCEM HE WIPH-
BBIM TOHOM, TaK, 4TO B [71a3aX JACBYIIKH BHE3AITHO BCIIBIXHY/IAa HA/IEXK /A,
CJIOBHO B Hee BIOXHYJIM HOBYIO xH3Hb. OHa IIyMHO B3OXHYJIA.

— Jdymaro, Bel Moru Ol IOMOYb, — CKa3ajia OHa, B3IVIIHYB MPsAMO B
rna3a [lecuanoro Ilca. — OOBIMHO 51 B COCTOSHUM caMa yJIaKUBaTb CBOU
JeJla, HO Ha STOT pa3 MHE HY>XHA... Ha30BE€M 3TO YHUCTO (HU3UUECKOM
CHJIOH, — pe3ko AobaBmia oHa. — Kak BBl OTHOCHTECH K MOXHIIECHUIO?

— Ocrpunpaa! — paBkHya MepuOpyKk.

— 51 xouy, 4TOOBI BBl MOXUTHIM KOE-KOTO JUIS MEHs, — MPOoDKaia
OHA C HOTKaMH KaKOW-TO MCTepUH B rosioce. — S xody, 4ToOBI BHI TO-
XUTWIH 4enoBeka 1o uMmend [lon TleHHH, KOTOPBIH KUBET B 3TOM XKe
ropoze. Pazymeercs, oH He >kaxIeT OBITh NOXUIIEHHBIM, HO 5TO BAIIH
npobseMel. 51 xody, yToObI BBl MOXUTHIIH €ro, OTBe3/IH Ha JIyHy u nepe-
JaJ¥ TaM ero 6paty, u3BeCTHOMY acTpoHoMy MopTtoHy IlenHu, a 3atem
MOXKETe BBICTABUTH MHE cYeT!

Ilecuansliii Ilec BHUMaTeBHO NOISAACT Ha Hee.
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— 51 He Mory 3TOro 06elaTs.

BripackeHue ee nHua He W3MEHHIOCH, TOJNBKO I'yOBbl NMPE3pUTENHHO
CKPUBHJIUCH.

— 41 6bina npocTo aypoH, yto ckazana o6 stom. JlagHo. Torna mox-
JeMCs TTONHMLIUH. . .

MepuOpyk UIyMHO B3IOXHYII.

— YT0 THI TaM FOBOPHUIIE O MOMULH?

— 51 no3BoHWIa MO TenedoHy, NpexAe YeM MPOocIeIoBaa 32 3TUM
yBasibHeM 10 6ubnuoreku. [lonumms yxxe exer crona.

Kneit Mepubpyk BHe3aIHO B30pBaJIcs, B3pEBeEN U NPHITHYI K J0YEpH,
OIHUM YyZapoM BHIOMB y Hee M3 PyKH IHCTOJIET. TOT omieTen 1o noiy, a
JeByIIKa YCTAaBHJIACh Ha OTLIA, JMIICHHAs BCEX Ha/IeX[, KOTOphIE elle
[UTana 10 CUX Iop.

Ilecuansii Ilec cran aeicTBOBaTH NOUTH OQHOBpEMEHHO ¢ Mepubpy-
koM. EMy cpa3y ke ctano scHo, yro Mepubpyk He MoTepnuT BMella-
TeJIbCTBA MOJIMLIMH B €r0 Aefia HU ceiuac, Hu no3xe. 4 cam 1, yeMexasach
npo cebs, noxymait Ilec, xoorcy no ovens Y monko nunHuY, pazoensiio-
weil 3aKOH U He33aKoHUe, U KMo mam Cmaxem pazoupamucs, nepecmy-
nun A ee Ha SMom pa3 iU Hem.

Tpocrouka Ilecuanoro Ilca o6pymmnace Ha cnuHy Mepubpyka ¢ xa-
paKkTEepHBIM CMauHBIM 3BYKOM. MepuOpyK ymall K HoraM CBOei JouepH,
H 3TO BBIBEJIO €€ U3 CTYIopa.

Jeymika oxuna u 6pocuinack Ha [ecuanoro [lca. Tounee, momneiTa-
nack. Ilec paxe ucnbITan ykon 3aBUCTH, motoMy yto Ilpunypok, npo-
TSAHYB CBOM JAJIMHHBIC JAITUIIM, YXBaTHJI €€ 3a TAJHIO U MprKal Kk cebe.
JeBymka noneitajiack 6pUT0 0TOMBaThCsA, HO IIpHaypok, Beceno ocka-
JUBIINCH, IPHHSJICA BEPTETD €€ MO BEPTHKAIIH, TOYHO KaKOe-TO KOJIECO.
Ona caenana Tpu 060poTa, MIIaThe U3 YUCTOrO CTEKJITHHOTO MIeKa MpX
9TOM CIIOJI3]I0, OOHXKUB €€ TOJIbIe HOTH.

3arem [Ipuaypok HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I IOieprKall €e BHU3 OJIOBOI, 10~
clle Yero noyoxui Ha kopep. OHa Jiexkaia MojTa, rojioBa y Hee Kpy>KHu-
J1ach OT NIPWJIMBA KPOBH, a Mepel [Vla3aMU BCe IUIbLIO.

— Ha upIruiar 3To Toxke AeicTByeT, — paccessHHO ckazan [Ipunypok,
MIOTOMY YTO T'OJIOBY €r0 BHE3aITHO 3aHSUTH TIOCTOPOHHHE MBICIIH. 3aTeM
OH yKa3aJl OONBIIMM NaJIBIEM B CTOPOHY OKHA.

— Ilonuuelickue mpuexaiiy U BBUIA3AT U3 MAalIUHBL, — COOOLIMI OH. —
Ham nyumie cMeitees. Kyna 6exum?

— Yepes napasHyo ABepb, pasymeercs, — nmpodopmorain [lec.

3AHATBIA CBOMMM wmpiciamu, Ilec 1ieseycTpeMIeHHO Harfpa-
BWJICA K CTONHKY B yriry. Pe3ko pacnaxHyin sinuk, HaOUThIH Oymaramu,
TaK, 9YTO OHM moJieTeNy Ha nos. OH 10CTal BCIO CTOMKY, HEOPEXKHO Iie-
peNIUCTalN €€, CIIOBHO HIysep KoJloxy KapT. Bpems o Bpemenu oH ocTa-
HaBJIMBAJICA, YTOOBI POYUTATH Mapy ¢pas, MOTOM SBHO HalIeJ TO, YTO
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HCKaJll, IOTOMY YTO CYHYJ OCTaJIbHBIe OY-
Mary oOpaTHO B SIUK CTONA, OCTAaBUB cebe
napy JIUCTKOB.

3areM HO3IpU €ro pasayJIUCh OT Ha-
NpsHKEHUs,, 1 OH OpOCHIT THXYIO KOMaHy
Hpumypxy.

Ocrapus Kites u Ocrpunpay Ha noiy,
ITec pacnaxHyn ABeph OUOIMOTEKH U CTANT
OBICTPO CIIyCKAaTHCA IO MOKPHITOH KOBPAMH
JIECTHHUILE, NPHYEM YCHell JOCTHUTHYTh Be-
CTHOIONA MpeXe, YeM B NapagHylo JBepb
3abapabanmnu. Ilecuansiit Ilec mepBbIM
JEJIOM BIKJIFOYHJI CBET.

Emy yxe Obi10 sicHo, yro Mepubpyk oT-
Iy CTHMJI 3TUM BedepoM Beex ciryT. [lostomy
OH peLIW CHIFPaTh 3Ty POJb.

[ec ObicTpo mpHBEN B OPAIOK OACKIY,
HPUIVIAZWT BOJIOCHI, 3aKer CUrapery U oT- Estrilda
fep THKETYIO ABEpPb.

3a Hell CTONNUIOCH YENIOBEK MATH B
¢dopme nomunum. [lec 6e33a060THO YNBIOHYICA HM.

— HHTepecHo, rocmona, 4To Tak 3ajepkano Bac? — ckasajl OH rojo-
COM, B KOTOPOM MPO3BYYasio HEYIOBONbCTBHE. — TaM, Belb MOXET, Mpo-
M30LL10 YOUIHCTBO.

— VY6uiicTBO? — mepecrpoCcH NepeHuid MONUIeCKUii, Moprast OT
JIABHHBI CBETA, XJIBIHYBLIECTO U3 BECTUOIONS Ha YIIHILY.

— BosmoxHo, — 3noBente ckasan [lec. — BosmoxHo, youiicto! He-
MeJIJICHHO Oerure BBepX MO JIECTHHIIE, IepBasi KOMHATa HaIlpaBo.

Tomoc ero ObUT TakMM BIAcTHBIM, YTO MOJHLEHCKHE HH CTaJld
MEILKaTh, HE COMHEBAasACh, YTO ITOT YEJIOBEK MMEET NpaBO TYT pac-
nopspkarbesa. OHU rypbOOH MoHecauch no jectHuue. [Ipunypox BbI-
CKOJIb3HYN U3 ABepH cnenoM 3a Ilcom. OHU yxe LM MO JOPOXKKE U3
KBapLIEBOTO MecKa, KOrja KTO-TO B IOME 3aBOIHJL:

— Oit! MuHyTKy! A BBI KTO Takue, yepT mobepu?

INecuaneiii [lec pemun He oTBe4aTh HAa STOT BOIIPOC, XOTA OH ¥ ObUI
MOAKpEIUIeH IYUIEHHBIM MM BJOTOHKY TOHKHM JIy4OM M3 JIy4eBOIO
MUCTOJIETA.

Hanapuuku pa3oM 3anpbirHyJId B THPOMOOWIIb, KOTOPBIH MONULIEH-
CKHe MPUIIAPKOBAIM B Hadalsle AOpoxkH. Ero atoMHblit ABUrarens 6bu1
He 3amymeH. [lecuansiii [lec paccMmesiics, Tporas THpOMOOHIB ¢ Me-
cra. OHU pBaHYJIM TaK, YTO BO3MyX 3acBHcTelN B ymax Ilca, koTopsbriii
COBEpIICHHO He o0palnaj BHUMaHHS Ha JIyYH MHCTOJIETOB, IPOHOCHB-
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umecs BOKpYT. IIponeres no aBeHio, OHU MTHOBEHHO 3aTEPSUIUCh B CETH
TEMHBIX [EepPEeYIIKOB.

IIpunypok nake He cnipammBal, Kyna HanpaBwics [lec. BonHeHue,
COCTaBIAIOLIEE CaMblii CMak HacToslleH >KU3HH, OWJIOCH B TpyaH y
000uX, U OHH, KaK BCErza, IeHCTBOBAIHM B TOM TECHOM rapMOHHH, KOTO-
pas momMorajia UM BBDKHTb.

Ipuxypok TOMBKO BOCTOPIKEHHO MPHILEIKHYJ TOJICTHIMHU MAJTBIIAMHU.

— Mopron Ilennu 6par ITona IlenHu, Toro napHs, KOTOpOro xorena,
YyToOBI MBI TOXUTHIIH, IeBYOHKa MepuOpyka! — TOJIBKO U cKa3aJl OH.

II

IECYAHBIN ITEC cephe3HO KHBHYIL.

— Ha, Ho 4TO 3TO BoOOIIE 3a ucTopua? [louemy DcTpuinaa Oplia B Ta-
KOM MICTEpUYHOM COCTOSHHMH, HACTOJIBKO HCTEPHYHOM, YTO TOTOBa OblIa
HaHATH JJIs MIOXHMLIECHUS NMEPBbIX MONaBIIMXCS B3JIOMUIMKOB?

INpuaypok cHAOIMMH IV1a3aMH yCTaBHICS Ha CBOero 6osee BBICO-
KO0 KOMITAaHBOHA.

— Mory npeanonoxurs, — npobopMOTal OH, — YTO OHa yBu/ena Teb,
6occ, ¥ cpa3y ke NOHAJIA, YTO HUKAKOH ThI HE B3JIOMIIMK. .. [T0 KpaiHeH
Mepe, He OOBIMHBIH B3JIOMIIHUK. Thl COBEpIIEHHO HHO#, 6occ. .. Yk npo-
CTHM MEHS 3a TaKyl0 CEHTUMEHTAaIbHOCTb.

— Cnacub6o, ITpunypok, — cyxo orozBaincs [lec. — Ho Dctpunbaa Me-
puOpyk cama He sBiIseTcd OOBIYHOM NpecTynHULEH. BeposaTHo, y Hee
HMEIOTCS CaMble cepbe3Hble NpUUNHbI NOXUTUTH [lona Ilennu. .. wu. ..

B3 ero BApyr caenancs XMypbiM, a Mexay OpoBeH 3anernia nry-
OoKas CKJIajika, CTOBHO OH yJeTell MBIC/IIMH Ky/1a-To o4eHb fgajieko. Ho
Mo3r ero paboran ¢ monHo# otnayei. [lecuansiit Ilec He BcTpeuan pa-
Hee Octpwibly MepuOpyK, XOTs 3Haj, YTO OHA BUJENAch C OTLIOM He
GonbLIe MATH pa3 3a MociieHue naTh JieT. OHa 6bL1a IUI0IOM CiTyYaii-
Hoii cBsa3u Kies MepubOpyka, cornacHo pa3po3HEeHHOH MH(opMmaLuei,
nonasiuei k [lecuanomy Ilcy, u TOT elle B paHHEM BO3pacTe OTIIPaBHII
€€ Ha 3eMJIIO B 3aKpBIThIIi HHTEpPHAT.

O Moprone Ilennu Ilecuannrii Ilec 3Han TONBKO TO, YTO M3BECTHO
moboMy TOCTaTOYHO 3pYIAUpPOBaHHOMY 4denoBeky. CtpacTeio MopToHa
IleHHu sBIANachk aCTPOHOMMUS, OH MOCBATII €M BCIO CBOIO JKU3HB. Ilo-
CleAHUE OeciTh JieT oH paboran B oOcepBaropuu 3a 500-a0iMOBBIM
teneckonoM. OH OTIall HayKe BCe CBOE 37I0POBhE, Bce cOeperkeHHs U,
ITMIaBHOE, JIOJITHE rojibl )KU3HHU, CTOHKO NpeofoneBas TPYAHOCTH, KaKue
MOXKET BBIHECTH TOJIBKO MCTUHHBIN y4yeHbld. OH HCKaJl IO BCEMY MHpY
(bHMHAHCOBYIO MOAEPXKKY H, O4EBHIHO, B UTOTe Halen ee. B TeueHue
TIOC/IE/IHETO ro/ia OH HayaJ paboTarh Ha/l CO3aHUEM Ha XOJIOZHOM, 6e3-
BO3IYIIHOM CITyTHHKE 3eMJId COOCTBEHHOH OOCepBaTOpUH, U B 3TOM
rogy, cormacHo yBuaeHHo# Ilecuansiii Ilcom uHdopmamym B Oyma-
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rax Mepubpyka, nomy4un IONOJHUTENbHOE (UHAHCHPOBAHUE HA IO-
cTpoiiky HoBoro 500-groiiMoBOrO 3epKana.

Bpsag mu1 kto B 0003pHMOM OyIayLieM MOI CO3/aTh TEJIECKOIl eIle
6onsie 1 MouHee. Hukro He Ob11 criocobGeH crenatk Gonpliee.

Ho Bce ke, mo KakuM MoOYXIEHHEM OH CyMeN 3aKJIIOMHUTEH MOI00-
HbIi KoHTpakT? U Kkak croma BuchiBasack OcTpuiibaa Mepubpyk u [Ton
ITennn? A eme, 6pUI0 1M K 3TOMY IIPHYacTHO YOMHCTBO coporactepa
HOYBIO Ha cpeny?

Ilecuansiit Ilec MenneHHO B3IOXHYN U OTJIOXKWI 3TH MBICIHM Ha TO-
toM. 1o kpaliHeii Mepe, y Hero ObUT IIaH JEHCTBHI, KOTOPOMY OH MOT
ClTeIOBaTh Ha JaHHBIH MOMeHT. | mpoMoOuIe orudasn ropoa no nepume-
TPY, U Teriepb HaJ HUMH MEpLaJl Pa3HOLBETHBIMH OTHSAMH FOPOACKOH
KYIIOJI — OTpOMHasl CTeKIsHHas Kposis CoTrepduipaa, nmpo3payHas,
CKBO3b KOTOpPYIO OBUTM BHAHBI OecuucieHHble 3Be3bl. BOokpyr BhicH-
JIUCH BETMYECTBEHHBIE 3[IaHUs, YIUPAIOIIHUeECs B KyIOJI ¥ NOJAEP)KUBa-
FOII¥Ie €T0 POMAJHEIH BeC, O[THOBPEMEHHO 00eCIeyBas MHOIOYHCIICH-
Hble MEHTXayChl HaJl TOPOIOM.

910 661 CaTTepPHUIBA-CUTH, IMYJIECHPYIOIMH KU3HBIO, Hanogobue
YeJIOBEYECKOro Tea. '

— Tak unu unaue, pasmeinuian [lecuansiii [lec, Beas ykpaaeHHbIH ru-
POMOOHITE BCe alibliie U Jalibliie OT 0OUTaeMbIX PaliOHOB K TOMY MECTY,
rae u3ru6 Kynosna yxoaun B mecok, — 3To 1eJ1o HyKHO OyJeT konarb Iry-
60K0, 4TOOBI 1OOpaThCs O UCTHUHBL. Bee MBI HaXOOUMCS B OIIACHOCTH,
Ipunypoxk, Hy>HO 4T0-TO AenaTh ¢ MepuOpykoM. OH Gosblas HIMIIKA
Ha Mapce, MOXKeT OBITh, JaXke CITULIKOM OoMbIias Ui Hac.

— 5 Tak He mymaro, — Mpa4yHo Bo3pasui Ilpuaypok. — He mymaro, 4ro
MBI makue yoic manenekue. 1 Kneit MepuOpyk cTaHeT He NEepBbIM, KTO
y3HAeT 3TO.

— Hapnerocw, uto Tak, [lpunypok, — cepre3no orBetun Ilec. — Hane-
I0Ch, YTO TaK.

HECMOTPSI HA Bce COMHEHHsS OTHOCHUTEJIBHO HCXOAa HOBOIO
npukmouenus, [lecyansrii Ilec ObuT U3 TEX NMIOAEH, KOTOPBIE CYUTAIOT,
YTO TOHKHI Jie]] BO30YKIaeT U BOJHYET KPOBb, HO KOTOPbIE BCE XK€ HE
KATaloTCS Ha KOHBbKaX, rJe IMomajio. YJHUIEL, 10 KOTOPHIM OHM €XalH,
MPEeBPaTHIINCh TeNeph B TEMHBIC MEPEYJIKY, I XKiia OeqHasd 1ylnepa
oOmecTBa U Meskue O0aHapl. TycKJIo OCBEeIEHHbIe Oaphl, MOTHBIEC 3BY-
KOB COMHMTEJIBHOTO BECECJIbA, HpOHOCHJ'II/ICL MHMO, H OIIATh Ha BpCMH
HACTynaja THIOMHA. Temepb OHH y)ke MPOUUIM Ty pa3deUTeNIbHYIO
yepTy, 6onee BOOOpakaeMyro, YeM pealbHyI0, KOTOopas OTHEISIET Moce-
JIEHUs JIIoiel OT KBapTajlOB COPOracTepoB.

Coporacrepsl, Oyayud pa3yMHBIMH PacTEeHHUSMH, OBLUTH MOYTH MOJ-
HOM MPOTUBOMOJIOKHOCTBIO JIOASAM M, Onaromaps 5TOMy KOHTPacTy,
MOIJIH JKUTh B CHUMOMOTHYECKUX OTHOLICHHI PACTEHHH U )KUBOTHBIX.
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Jlronu BABIXaNM KHCIOPOI, a BBIABIXAJIM YINIEKHCIBIH ras, copora-
CTepHl JeNlaid TOYHO HaoOopoT. Ha Mapce coporactepsl MOCTaBIISUTH
JOAM KHUCJIOpPOA, TONMyYas OT HHUX B3aMeH yriiekuciblid ra3. Kpome
TOT'0, MyCOp JIFO[IEH, CTOUHBIE BOABI H IIPOYHE UX OTXO/bI HANPaBJIUTHChH
B Coporactep-tayH. Oto Obula MX €13, a OHH OYMINAIA MAapCHAHCKHE
ropona.

Hoc uu Ilpunypka, au Ilecuanoro Ilca gaxxe He nmomMopiuics, korga
MallMHa Hecjach MHUMO KOHMYECKMX XW)KHMH copractepoB. Bokpyr
CTOAN 3amax oTOpOCOB, KaKk Ha FPOMaJHOH CBaJIke, HO 3HaHHWE HCTOY-
HHUKOB 3TOrO apoMara M Hay4HbIH aHAJIW3 CUTYallUd YCTPaHsI Jo0ble
NPOSBJICHUS IIENETUILHOCTH.

B camoit Temuoit yactu Coporacrep-tayHa Ilecuansiii Ilec octaHo-
BWJI THPOMOOHIIB, BBIIE3 U3 HETO U MoBepHycs K [Ipunypky.

— Thl 3Haemb, YTO HYXKHO cENaTh, 1a?

— Hnero nonsn, — 6onpo orserwi [lpuaypok u mepecen 3a pynib. —
Bynp ocropoxeH, 6occ.

U rupomobune ymyancs.

ITecuansiii [Tec ycMexHysicS caMbIMH KOHYHMKAMHM I'y0 | mouiesn ruo-
KHM, TPY>KHHUCTBIM ILAroM 3Beps IyCTHIHH, UMsi KOTOPOTO OH cebe
B3s1. U neiicteuTensHo, Ilecuanslii [lec BbiOpan cBoeil npodeccueii
BBICJIE)KMBAaHHE YEJIOBEUECKUX KPBIC, KOTOpbIE OXOTATCS 3a JIIOACKHMH
JylIaMHd 4 HU Iiepell YeM He OCTAHABIMBAIOTCS, €CIIM BO3HHMKAeT BO3-
MOXKHOCTh HabuTh Komenek. Kneit MepuOpyk ObutT Tako#t ke KpbICOH,
kakux npecnenosan Ilecuansiit Ilec, u ero kpymenue u nocrasui Ilec
cebe 1ebIo.

CHayana ynmuupl Oblmu mycThl, HO [lec BHe3almHO OCTaHOBWICA H
BIpPYT MPHHAICA UCIIONHATH CTPaHHBIM TaHeLl, HEKYIo cMech fanera u
yeyeTkd. Ero kabiryk# cTydasiy no MoCTOBOH, HACTOHYMBO BBICTYKHUBas
cooOrieHre. ITo OBIIO HEYKITIOKHUM MOA0OUEM s3bIKa COPOracTepoB, HO
coo01eHue 6pU10 BOCHPUHATO KOHEYHOCTAMH TEX COPOracTEPOB, KAKHUe
CKpPBIBAIHCH B TeHAX. M OHM BBIIUIM M CTOJIWINCH BOKPYT HEro, pac-
TI03HAB, HAKOHEL], CBOEro ApPyra CpeaH JofeH.

Haxoner, Ilec ocraHOBHIICS, ycTaB OT cBoell «peun». B Tonme copo-
racTepoB OTKPBUICS MPOXO, M HEKTO, OYE€BHIHO, 00JIaYEHHbIH BIIaCTHIO,
B3MaxOM KOPHS-PYKH I103Ball ero 3a coboii. [lecuansiii [lec momen.

OH HMKOTIa He XOZIMJT IO TO¥ Aopore, BeAyIeH k oA3eMHOMY 00H-
tamuyy Ccepa-Cen, I'maBnomy Jlame coporactepoB, OOMTalOHIMX B
aTOM paiione Mapca. U ieHcTBUTENIBHO, HUKTO €LIe He NMBITAJICS Y3HATh,
e xuBeT [ napHbIi JIama, kak Ha3BIBAIU €ro JIFOIU, — O TOPOIOM W
3a ero npenenamu. IIpou3BoACTBEHHOE 3HAYEHHE COPOracTepoB OBLIO
TaK BEJIMKO, YTO JIFOOH NMPeOhIBAJIA B IIOCTOSHHOM CTPaxe, YTO OHU MO-
TYT OTKa3aTbcsa paboTarh, ¥ TOTAa BCe CTCKIONPOU3BOACTBEHHBIE NIPE-
npusTHs Mapca nonpocTy OCTaHOBSTCH.
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3AITAXH B TOM wmecrte, yepes koropoe men Ilecuansiii [lec, He-
UMOBEpHO ycununuch. Ilec meitancs He AblaTe HOCOM M HE JyMarh
00 oKpy>Karoleil BOHH, HO BpsiA i AoOwics B 3ToM ycnexa. [opio ero
CJIOBHO CTATHBAJIa CyI0pora, BO pTy IIEpPEeCcOXJIO, a B )KHBOTE, HAIIPOTUB,
4To-T0 3a0ypnuno. Ho nec y>xe ABaxapl MPOXOIWII Yepe3 3TO B JPYrHX
ropojax, Tak YTo He COMHEBAJICS, YTO NIPOHAET U 3/1eCh.

OnHako 1o BceMy BOHIOUEMY MapuIpyTy He ObLTO HEIOCTAaTKa B OCBE-
meHun. IToBcromy ropenu ynerpaduoneToBbie 1aMIibl, OpocaBIIne OT-
Onecku Ha JepeBsIHHBIC CTEHBI KOPUIOPOB. CTEHBI 3TH OBLTH MOKPBITHI
CTPaHHBIMM PHCYHKaMH, Ha KOTOPHIX HEU3MEHHBIM KOMIIOHEHTOM IIpe-
obnangano Comnuue, Haromee XKuszns.

Haxonew, [Tecuanbiii [Tec 1 ero NpoBOJHMK OCTAHOBMIIMCH TIEPE] He-
[IPO3PavyHON CTEKIIHHOM IBEPHIO, YKPEIUIEHHOH P>KaBbIMH JKeN€3HBIMU
nonocamu. Jlo storo momenta Ilecuansiii [lec u ero npoBoaHuk He 06-
IIAIHCh, TIOTOMY 4YTO BpPSA JIM KOIZa-HUOYOb YEIOBEK CMOXKET «TOBO-
PHTB» Ha S3bIKE COpOracTepoB Ha XOIy.

B ommume ot nmoneit, y coporactepoB «yIm» U «A3bIK» OBUTH B TO-
JOMIBAX MX CKPYYEHHBIX PaCTUTEIBHBIX KOHEYHOCTEH.

Temneps e, Korna OHU OCTAaHOBUWIIMCH, COPOTacTep MEIJICHHO, HO OT-
YeTIIMBO «IIPOTOBOPHII», YCTaBUBILKCH Ha necyaHoro Ilca rasamu, Ha-
XONALIMMHUCS Ha IOsICe €ro TYJIOBHIIA:

— Tenepsp s ocraBnsio Bac. OTKpoiiTe ABEpb, BXOAUTE, U CIIyra JacT
BaM pE30HATOp, MPH NOMOLIY KOTOPOrO Bbl MOXKETE JIETKO IOHUMATh
Haiy peub. Jlobporo cumGuo3a, Apyr.

Ilecuansiii Ilec ocranca onun. Topuars nmocpenu Bcero ‘sTOrO Gra-
rOyXaHHUs ¥ OTKJIa/IbIBaTh BCTpedy He ObUTo cMbicia, nostomy Ilec, He
pa3ayMbIBasi, pacTBOPUJI IBepb. BOHb, ynapuBIIas eMy B JIMIO, Obuia 3a
HpenenaMy BCEro YeJIoBeueCcKoro BOCHpUATH. JIMIp JOCTOMHCTBO, KO-
Topoe I[lecuansiii [lec He Tepsut npu OOBIX OOCTOATENBCTBAX, CHIACIO
ero ot nozopa. OH MrHOBEHHO B3 ce0s B pyKH U BOILIENI B KOMHATY.

3a HaKJIOHHBIM CTOJIOM CHJENH NATh COPOracTepOB, pa3MELLEHHBIX
Tak, 4YTO0 Moriy 6e3 TpyJa OKyHaTh B CBOIO HEUEIOBEYECKYIO ey Bep-
ILIMHBI FOJIOB — HA CaMOM JieJie, >kesTyikd. OHU BBINPAMMIIHCH, KOT/Ia BO-
miesn [lec, 1 ycTaBUIMCh Ha HETo BO BCe I1a3a. TyT ObUIO 1Be B3pOCIBIX
0cO0M M TPH NOMEHBILE U TIOMOJIOXKE.

IMec Tyt x)e y3Han Ccep-Ccna, koTopslii ObL1 camMbIM cTapbiM. KopHy,
3a[jpalnypoBaBlUIMe €ro TYNIOBUINE, ObIIM CyXMMH M TOHKHMMHM, a KOXa
CMOpIIMIACh ¥ OTCJIauBalIach, TOYHO y JIyka. [Tox rmaszamu HabyxiH po-
raTbie OBoOIIHbIe mHIIKU. DopMBI coporacTepsl OBUTH OTHAJICHHO IMO-
XOXKHM Ha YeJIOBeKa — Y HUX OBLIO PYKH, HOTH, «TOJIOBBD) M KTYJIOBHILAY,
HO (P)yHKUIIHOHAJIBHO OHU B KOPHE OTJIMYAJIMCh OT JIFONEH.

Cnyra, MOJIOZIO#, ¢ OJHBIMU KOPHAMM, NoctaBui nepex [lecuansim
Ilcom nepersiHHBIH pe3oHaTop. Ilec B35 ero ¥ IPOCTyyas NPUBETCTBHE:

— MbI MOXeM HaxXOOWTHCS B caMoi Jryuiel rapmonus, o, Ccep-Cen!
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CCEP-CCII neprameHTHO 3ackpurel B oreeT. Jpsbnas koxa ero
HaTsAHYJIach, KOIZa OH oTBevall Ha npuBercTBUe Ilecuanoro Ilca, HO He
MIOpPBAJIACH.

— IpuBercTBy10 U TEOA, Toro, kTo HaspiBaeT ceds [lecuansim [Icom,
— BEXIMBO CKa3aJl OH, OOpaTHB Ha rOCTS CTPOTUil B30p, B KOTOPOM, Ofi-
HaKO, YYBCTBOBAJIOCH YBAXKCHUE M JaXKe MPUA3Hb. — BBI mouTHiu MeHs,
MO3TOMY s MIOCTAPAIOCh OTBETHTh HAa BAllM BOIIPOCHI KaK MOXXHO Obl-
CTpee, IOCKOJIbKY ITOHUMAN0, Kak HeKOM(OPTHO BbI ce0sl 4yBCTBYETE.

— Mowu Bompocwel OymyTt koporkumu, — ckasan llecuansiii Ilec,
VABIOHYBUIUCE 0c000# YIBIOKOH, KOTOpasi OYeHb MHOTHX clienajia ero
JpPY3bSIMH, — IIOTOMY YTO sI HE MOTY CJIMIIKOM JIOJITO OTPHIBATh Bac OT
Tparie3bl. Bo-niepBrIX, MOHMMaeTe JIM BbI, YTO yOHICTBO coporactepa
YeJIOBEKOM JIOM CYMTAIOT OoJice OTBPATHUTEIBHBIM, YeM YOHICTBO ye-
JIOBEKA YeJIOBEKOM? \

Mosxer, [Tec u omubest, HO eMy HOKa3ajioch, 4To B mazax Ccep-Cena
NPOMEITBKHYJIA YIBIOKA.

OH oTBeTHII OBICTPBIMU KoNebaHuaMy, U [lec npuHsT BX Yepes pe3o-
HATop, HA KOTOPOM CTOSUL.

— YV naHHOro BOMpoOCa €CTh CEPhE3HBIM, a €CTh U CMELIHON acIeKT.
Koraa monu Bnepesie npubbuin Ha Mapc, MpoU301IUI0 MacCOBOE YHHY-
TOXXEHHe M Mopaboienne coporactepoB. [losToMy coporactephl OT-
CTYNWIH BIIYOb MYCTBIHb U OTKA3aJIUCh OT JIFOOBIX OOBEOUHEHHUH BO
B3aHMHO TI0JIE3HOM CUMOMO3e ¢ moaAbMU. JIFOIM MOCTPOMIHN ropoaa, HO
OBICTPO MOHSUTH, YTO 6€3 MOMOIIK COPOracTEPOB U CHMOHMOTHYECKHX
OTHOLICHHWH ¢ HUMH HEBO3MOXKHA KoloHHM3aums Mapca monemu. [lo-
3TOMY OBUTH HMPUHSATHI 3aKOHBI, IO KOTOPHIM coporacTepaM Jajld paB-
HBIE C JIIOIEMU MPaBa, ¥ 3TH 3aKOHBI CTPOTO MOJPa3yMeBalOT, YTO pa3yM
coporacrepa paBeH YeJIOBEUECKOMY HITH Jaxke BhbIlIe ero. TeXHH4ecKH,
yOuTh coporacrepa MOXKHO TaK ke, Kak yejopeka. OqHako npeLeaeHTh
BO BCEX CyJaX MOKa3bIBAIOT, YTO YOUHCTBO coporacrepa — He3aBUCHMO
OT NPUYHH 3TOro yOuiicTBa, — HakasbiBaeTcs Oonee crporo. 1o mpo-
HCXOIUT, pasyMeeTcs, MOTOMY, 4To 6e3 coporacTepoB He CMOTyT pado-
Tarh CTeKJIsAHHbIE (habpuku. Y nmrogu BCAYECKU MBITAIOTCS HPaBUTHCS
coporacTepam.

3710 He OBUTO TaKUM YK MPU3HAHUEM IOMOPUCTHYECKOTO MOATEKCTa
ero peur, Ho Ilecuanriii [lec kpuBo yneiOHyICs B oTBeT. M CHOBa Ipu-
HAJICS BBICTYKHMBaTh HOTAMH CBOKO TPYAOEMKYIO PEUb.

— Tpu OgHA Hazax HemoJaJieKy OT 3TOro ropoja ObUT HalAEH Copo-
ractep ¢ NpoOUTOH Yaleukod IBeTKa CBMHLIOBOHM Myneil. beito moka-
3aHO, YTO OH yOuT uenoBekoM. JKurenu ropona, onacasck 3a6acToBKU
coporacTepoB, oTpeboBaM cCXBaTUTh yOuiilly. Bo Bcex raserax sTomy
ObUTH TOCBALICHBI nepenoBHUBL. U Bee xe... — masa [lecuanoro Ilca
cBepkHyiH, msiHyB Ha Ccep-Cena, — Bce ke HaceleHUe coporacTepos
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CoTrepduibI-CHTH He TOJIBKO HE CTaJo yrpoXkarh 3a0acTOBKOHM, HO B
BOOOILE cenano BUJ, 4To He 3HaeT 00 3ToM yOuiictse. — [lec caenan
naysy M pesko npocryvain: — Ilovemy?

Kak tonbko Ilecuansiii Ilec Hauan rosoputs, B masax Ccep-Ccna
HOSBWIOCH OTCYTCTBYIOILEE BBIPaXEHHE, KOTOPOE BCE YCYryOmsioch,
TI0Ka He CTaJIo Ka3aThes, 4to JlaMa yimen Ky1a-To B HeU3MepHUMBIE AallH.
I'masa ero colypunuch, NPEBPaTUBIIUCH B Y3KUE LIECTOYKH.

Iecuansiii Iec nons, uro ux 6ecena MOXKET Ha TOM H 3aBEPLIUTHCS,
TI03TOMY TOIIeJI Ha 000CTpPEeHHeE.

— Ilo xako#i mpuyHHe, CHp, — MPE3PUTETHHO NPOCTyYall OH, — BBI 60-
HUTECHh FOBOPUTH 00 3TOM?

BHe3arHO Bce cHpafLye 3a CTOJIOM COporacTephl HalpsAIHCh M OT-
BepAENY, a B IVlazaX UX MOABWICA cTpax. B mazax ke Ccep-Cena, 06-
pameHHbIX Tenepb Ha Ilca, ObUT MyabCHpPYIOIMH MTyOOKO B CO3HAHUH
3TOrO CyLIECTBA yXKac.

Hakonen, Ccep-Ccmna 3aroBopwi, U konebaHus ero ObUTH TaKHMMH
cnabbIMU U HeyBepeHHBIMH, uTO Ilec He 3HaJI, MPaBUIIBHO JIH MOHSIT HX.

— Orot coporacTtep, — ckazas Ccep-Ccria, — ObUT He TakoM, Kak Mbl. Y
€CTh MHOTO JIPYTHX, KaK OH.

Iecyansiii ITec omenomnenno 3amoprain. Ho mpexae 4yeM oH 4TO-TO
CKa3aJl, CTapblif coporacTep 3aBepIluui Gecemy.

— ITycTp Ham cuMOMO3 MpoOIOIDKaeTcs BEUHO, — NPOU3HEC OH PHUTY-
aNpHYIO (pasy U ces ¢ TeM Ke CKPUIIOM, C KAaKUM BHa4ase MOJHSJICH.

V Ilecuanoro Ilca nosBwiock ouymeHue, SyATo OH MOMYYUI Iopa-
xeHnue. [TepBeiM ero nopsiBoM ObIIO HaIUIeBaTh Ha BCe MpaBUIA U 3a-
JIaTh e1le OJHH BOIPOC, HO OH BOBPEMs OCTAHOBHUJI CBOU HOTH H TOJIBKO
NpOCTyYat:

— Jlo6poii rapMOHUH, CHpP, — NOBEPHYJICS U YILIEJL.

IMec OpicTpO MowIEN M3 KOMHATBI, @ BOXOBOPOT MBICIIEH B TOJIOBE Jall
€My BO3MOXKHOCTb O LIapsILLEi BOKPYT BOHH.

IIpoBonHuK X JaJl €ro 3a IBEPHIO. ..

III

YEPE3 IIATHAJAIIATD MuHYT OH CTOS1 HA TEMHOH yJIuIE, MOp-
u1 100, a B naiblax Tviesna 3adsitas curapera. Beero uip HECKOIBKO
pa3 B xu3Hu [lecuansrii [lec 6bu1 BBIBEIEH U3 paBHOBECHS, NIOMMaH He-
IOATOTOBJIEHHBbIM, MOTY4HII MOPAKEHHUE OT TOro, KTO NpATAICS B MaH-
LMpE CBOMX 0ObIYaeB U npuBsiyek. Hy, U kakoii Tenepb Mor OBITh TUIaH
neiictBuii? C yem 6oporbea? Kakas TyT Mora ObITh CBS3b ¢ MUJLTHAp-
nepom Kneem Mepubpykom? Ilecuanslit Ilec 6pocun HenoKypeHHYIO
cUrapeTy ¥ Mpa4HO 3auiaraj K LeHTpy ropoja.

OH 3Han o1HO: OoJbIIas YacTh 3ToH TalHb! ynupaercs B [Tona Ilennw,
Opara 3HAaMEHUTOrO aCTPOHOMA.
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Bbruto obniensBecTHO, uTo necyansiii [lec He oOnamgan HU OoHUM W3
TeX CTPaHHBIX crocobHOCTeH, koTopbiMu ObUT omapeH Ilpuponoit Ty-
no#t [Ipunypok, Ho Bce ke, koraa oH 6sictpo men o Coporacrep-TayHy
1 6611 yoke GJIM3KO OT MEPBOH, TYCKIIO OCBEIleHHOH YiHIie paiioHa Jio-
Jeii, HeYTO, HATIOMUHAIOIIEE YKOJIbI HIOJIOYKH, 3aCTAaBHIIO €r0 OCTAaHO-
BUTHCS. Bo3M0oXHO, 3T0 6U10 JyHOBEHHE TOHKHX JTyXOB, TPOOUBIIUXCS
CKBO3b I'YCTYIO BOHb, HO, MOXET, ¥ 4TO-TO B co3HaHuH [Ica. CHoBuie-
HH€ YaCTEeHbKO NpAYeTCs Mo pasTuyHbIMU oOmmausavu. Ho 4to 6s1 Tam
HH Ob10, Ilec BHe3anHO pBaHyscs BOOK U CKPBUICS MOJ IJIECHEBEION
apKoii, BeoyleH Ha IulomanKy, o6pa3oBaHHYIO COMIEALIMMHUCS BMECTE
TPEMS TYIIHKAMH.

Xorts, BO3MOXKHO, 6bL10 yaxke no3aHo. [Ipo6Gnema Gbuia B TOM, ycnena
71 yBUIETh ero Ocrpribaa Mepubpyk. Ho ecnu ona 1 yBugena, To Hu-
4yeM He Bbigaiia cebs. Ilec sxe MesIbKOM ycIien 3aMeTUTh ee B TyCKJIOM
cBere (onHaps Ha ynry. OHa KyTanach B TEMHYIO HaKHIKY, 3all[MIa-
IOIEyI0 ee oT HouHoro xonozna. U xorna Ilecuansiii Ilec mosBuiics Ha
IUTOLIAJIKe, OHA KaK pa3 BIOMBaa Jpobh peuyr-4edeTKe COporacTepos, a
CaM¥ COpPOracTephl CTOSITA BOKPYT U ciyinainy ee. OOmieHue ee He ObUIO
YMEJBIM H, CKOPEE, BHINIAIENO TaK, CIOBHO OHA MpOoLLIa Kype PeyH co-
poractepoB B KakoM-HHOYIs 3eMHOM YHUBepcuTeTe. Ho 6b10 sicHO, uTO
OHa BCE K€ 3aK/II0YMIA KaKyIO-TO CHIEJIKY, [IOTOMY YTO CEKYHIY CITyCTS
CyHyJa 4TO-TO B NPOTAHYTYIO pyKy Onbkaiiiero coporacrepa.

Yepe3 MrHOBEHHE COPOracTephl Ha4all PACXOOUTHCA.

Octpuibaa xxe MepuOpyk 1eneycTpeMICeHHO HanpaBHiIach B paifoH
moneit. Ilecuansiii [lec, npurHyBIIKCH, HOCeAOBal 3a Heil. [Toka oHa
ofImanack ¢ coporacTepaMu, OH CTOSUI CIIMIIKOM Janeko, MO3TOMY He
MOT MTOYYBCTBOBATh KOJIEOaHUS ee «pedny.

OH cnenoBai 3a Hel, OCTOPOXKHO, KaK BCETIa, Yy TKO MPUCITYIIHUBAsACh
K OKpY>KalolleH TUILHHE.

Ho BHe3anHO OHa NOBEpHYJach, Kak OH Y mpeamnosiarai. B ee pyke
ONECHYN MHCTONET, U TOHKHH JIyYUK BHICTpENia NpOHECCsS B Halpaslie-
Huu necyadoro Ilca. Ho Ilec yxe ymen ¢ nuauM orus.

— Hazapn, kro 651 TaM HU ObIN! — 3aKkpHyasia OHa, HO OH TYT K€ pH-
HyJICs BIiepen, ObICTPBIil U THOKHIA.

Onnoii pykoii [lec cxBaTin [eByIIKy 3a 3alsiCThe W BBIpBal y Hee
nuctosnieT. OHa 3abuiachk M 3aKpuyasna, oriaias HOYHYIO THIIHHY pas-
HO0Opa3HOM rPS3HO# PyTraHbIo, OT KOTOPO YyBCTBHTENbHBIE Yiin [lec-
yaHoro [lca OykBansHO cBepHYnMHCH B TpyOOoukH. CKpHBHB IryOBI OT XO-
JIOIHO# sipocTH, o0BsBIIEH ero, [lec cxBaTun ee 3a 00e pyku.

— Ciywaiite MeHs, MajleHbKas Typodka, — PSBKHYJ OH e B JIMIIO. —
BeI BoiOpaiu cebe Holry He Mo miedy!

Oma 3acTbUla HA MIHOBEHHE, KOTJla y3Hajla ero, 3areM nHyna [lca no
TOJIEeHH W OrATh 3aBonmia. [lec pazkan pyku, oHa omierena ¥ LUIeN-
HyNach Ha MONKy rnocpead ynuusl. OHM CTOSIIM KaK pa3 Ha IpaHHLE
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Coporacrep-TayHa, U nongecsTka GOpoAaThIX, CKOpee BCero, MbsHBIX
MY>KYHMH yXK€ YCTPEMUIIUCh K HUM IOIVIa3eTh, a, MOXET, M M0y4YacTBO-
Barb. [lecuansiii [lec Beipyrasncs, TOYHO 3710/1€#, KOTOPOMY TOMEIIAIIH,
U IIepeMaxHyI yepe3 3a00p. JlecATh MHUHYT CITyCTS OH OCTaHOBHJI FHPO-
TaKCH Ha JIPYroi YIHLe U, pa3BaIMBIIMCh Ha CHICHHH, CHaYaJla SPOCTHO
CTUCHYJI KyJIaKH, HO TYT K€ PacCMesICS TaKk IPOMKO, YTO TAKCHUCT JJaXKe
obepHyics K HeMy. Bckope OH OcTaHOBUN Takcu y OyakH paauoTerne-
(oHa U BBIILIEN, BEJICB TAKCHCTY IMOJOXK/IaTh, a Ha JIMLE y HEro BCe elie
Wrpajia KpuBas yCMeIlKa.

ITIOJI IIEHHM neiictButensHO xui B CaTTepOuUiba-CUTH, B OOHOM
U3 TIEHTXayCOB Ha KpBIIlle BHICOKOrO, MHOTOKBAPTUPHOTO JOMa rOCTH-
HUYHOTO THIIA C MOJHBIM MAHCMOHATOM M HEIUIOXHUM BHJIOM Yepe3 U3TrHo
npospayHoro Kymnona. [Tecuansiii [1ec npucBuctHyn. [lennn, B otnmuyue
OT cBoero Opara, IBHO He ObUT CTeCHeH B cpeAcTBax. [lonoOHele anap-
TaMeHThI ObUTH TOPOTUMHM, 00OPYIOBaHHBIMH MTOCAIOYHBIMH IUIOLIA/I-
KaMH U1 TUpOMOOHIIEH, MPEeKpacHO MOAXOASAIIUX Ul MOJIETOB B pa3-
pexeHHoi atMocdepe Mapca, repMETHYHO H30JIMPOBAHHBIMH, YTOOBI
COXPaHATb HOPMAJIbHOE 3€MHOE JIaBI€HHE aTMOC(hEphl, H OCHAIEHHbIE
aBTOMaTHYECKUMH BO3IYLIHBIMH LIUTIO3aMHU.

[Mecuansiii [lec Habpan Homep [lona [leHHn Ha KnaBUaType BHI30OBa,
BKJIFOYMB TOJIBKO ayAHO-CBS3b.

Yepes cekyHIy eMy OTBETHJIH.

— IlpexpacHo, 60cc, — ckazan ronoc Ilpunypka. — Moxxems noaHu-
MarbCs, HO TOJIBKO OBIcTpee. S yrke He CIUTIO, My MEHS OIIATh NOSBHIACh
JIOrafiouka, YTo HaJIBUraeTcs 4To-TO HeXopouiee.

Tonoc y Hero ObUT HEMPUBBIYHO B3BOJTHOBAHHBIH.

— XKau, — kopotko otBetu [lecuansiii [Tec 1 obopBan cBA3b.

Tpuauare MUHYT CHYCTS, C TPyAOM NpPOOHMBIIMCH Ha TaKCH yepes
LIEHTp ropoza, rae yxe odpasoBasiack 0ObIYHas yTPEeHH:AA MpobKa, OH
OCTaHOBWICS Y HY>KHON MHOTO3Ta)XKH TOCTUHUYHOTO TUna. OTIycTu
TaKCH, MOJIHSJICS BBEpX Ha nudTe, U uyepe3 Heckosbko cekyHn [Ipumy-
POK BILYCTHJI €70 B XOJIOIHYIO, IIPOCTOPHYIO TPEXKOMHATHYIO KBapTHUPY.
ITpunypok 6bICTPO 3aKpbUT ABEPH, YXUTPUBLIUCH IIPH 3TOM HE CBOAUTD
nuctosner ¢ [lona Ilennu.

— OH u3BopoTuBbIiA, — 6ypkHyn IIpuaypok, noaynpukpsis rmasa. —
He xouet rooputs.

INecuansiii Ilec yerponscs nepen Ilonom Ilennn. 3akypun curapery.
3areM XOJIOHO NPOU3HEC:

— [ToroBopum, [lennn. Kaxknas cekyHna, 4To BBl CHAMTE 311€Ch U MOJI-
qute, npudIkaer kK Ham Mepubpyka.

Heszaxokennas curapera, cBucaBuias u3 ry6 IleHHu, 9yTh nepHysach,
NOKa3blBasg, 4To cyioBa mecyaHoro Ilca Bo3piMenu Kakoi-To 3¢GexT.
Ho ero kapue raza cMoTpeu NO-IPeXHEMY C HarvIOH pacCestHHOCTD, a

175



BBICOKasi, KOCT/IABas GUrypa ocTaBalach B HENPUHYKIEHHOMH, paccia-
OneHHO# no3e.

— He BrioxuBaiite MHe epyHAy, — cka3an IleHHu, eapa mesesis ry-
6amu. — Bel xxe camu monu Mepubpyka. S cuxy 31ech. 3aech U ocTa-
HyCb. Sl 3HaI0 CBOM MpaBa — 1 Oymy 60pOThCs 32 HUX.

— A MBI BOT IIBITaeMCs 3aLUUTHUTh HE TOJIBKO Ballly NpaBa, HO U NpaBa
GonpmvHCTBa MroAel B Mupe. [loueMy BBl He XoTUTE MOKUHYTH Mapc,
ITennn? Ilouemy He XOTHTE MOrOBOPUTH CO CBOMM OpaTtoM MopToHOM?

B rnaszax [lennn MenbkHymna 60ib, HO TYT ke Hcdesna. OH emle CHlb-
Hee CTUCHYJ I'yOBl.

— Bam He npuHeceT MONB3bl CUAETH, 3allEpIINCh B KBapTHpE, Kak
MOJLTIOCK B CBO€H pakoBUHE, — cKaszasl necyanslii [lec. — Ho, Buaure nu,
51 MOTY TOBOPHTb, [aXke €CJIM BBl OyzieTe mponopkark Momdars. Harpu-
Mep, 5 MOTY TOBOPHUTE O TOHM HOUM, KOIJja BBl YOMIM coporacrepa.

Beipaxxenue nuna IlenHu cTano XonoaHbIM.

— Bac HarpaBun Ha MeHs, pasyMeeTcs, Ball Ipy>KOK MepHOpyK.

— MeHs HaTpaBWiIa Ha Bac Mosl IofIpy»kka, IIeHHH, — B TOH eMy OTBe-
T Iecuansiii Iec.

— Yyms, — 6ypkayn [lon Ilennn, Ho uno ero nokpacHeno. — Hy, mo
KpaiiHell Mepe, s 3Hal0, YTO Bbl HE U3 NOJIMLIMH, ToTOMY 4TO Mepubpyk
He cTaj OBl BITyTHIBAaTh CIOJA MOMLHIO. ..

OH pesko 3amomyai. Ilecuansiii Ilec uyTs ycMmexnyncs. Ilennn no-
CTEINEeHHO yCTymnan No3uumu. Eciii 661 UM ganu J0CTaTOYHO BPEMEHH. ...

Bo Bpems sToro pasroeopa IIpunypok OeciiokoifHO pacxaKuBall Mo
komHare. [lec, Habmonas 3a HUIM KpaelIKoM I71a3a, Buzen, uro Ilpuny-
POK TPEBOXKHUTCS BCe OosibIe B OOMbIIe.

— Yro tam? — Bompoc Ilecuanoro Ilca npo3By4as B HaCTynuUBIIEH B
KOMHATE HaNPsHKCHHOM THIIHHE, TOYHO BBICTPET.

IIpunypok He orBetwn. OH momowen K 3aKphITOH ABEpH, KOTOpasd,
BEPOATHO, BEJIa B CINAIBHIO WK Ha KyxH10. [Iponomkas aepxare [lennu
IO/ IIPULIEJIOM CBOETrO MHCTOJIETA, OH YyTh IIPHOTKPHLI ABEPD.

U 5T0 cIOBHO HOCITY>KIJIO CUTHAIOM. J[BEpb BHE3AITHO pacraxHynach
¢ Takoii cuioid, yto orbpocuna Ilpuaypka Hazaz yepes BCIO KOMHATY.

IlecTts coporacTepoB, TONBKO YTO SBUBLIMXCS U3 ITyCTBIHH, €CIH CY-
JUTH TI0 TI0JIOCaM KEeJIE3HOH OKMCH Ha MX MOPIIUHHUCTON KOXKE-KOXKYpe,
BOPBAJIUCH B KOMHATy U HaOpOCWINCH Ha TPOMX HYEIOBEK.

IleHHy BCKOYMII HA HOTH.

— B34t ux! — 3akpu4as OH ¥ IPHKAJICA K CTEHE.

OpnuH u3 coporacrepoB puHysics k [lecaanomy Ilcy, u Ilec BHe3anHO
OLIYTHJ YIApHYIO B3PBIBHYIO BOJIHY, IPOKATHBILYIOCS 110 €ro MOo3ry. 3a
JIOJIFO CEKYHIBI OH ITOHSI IPUYHHY TOTO y)Kaca KOTOPBIH NOSBUIICA Ha
e Ceepa-Cena, oToMy YTO 3TOT YXKac HACTUT TENephb U €ro aMoro.
U oH noHAN, YTO 3TO MIMEHHO TOT COPOracTep, ¢ KOTOPHIM 4Yac Ha3aj
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«pasroBapuBajia» JcTpuiibaa Mepubpyk Ha kparo Coporacrep-TayHa.
Ho He 310 mopasuio ero, a To, YTO OH YBHJIEI B IJIa3aX COPOracTepoB.
He Gezymue ropesio B HUX, HO YTO-TO 3JI0€, 3J10€ M KPOBOXKaTHOE. ITOrO
coporacTepa BHO 00ys/1a akTHUBHas 371002 H... )KaJHOCTb.

Coporactepbl ObUTH pacTeHHSMH U — KaK ¥ NM000aeT pacTeHUsIM, —
obnaany, B NEPBYIO OYepeb CPEOH OCTAIbHBIX XapaKTEePUCTHK, ama-
THe# U maccUBHOCTHIO. Coporactepbl MOIVIM Je/laTh HeBO3MOXKHBIE I
JIIO[eH BeIlY, HO BCEra CTOSAIM Ha MACCUBHBIX MO3ULMAX. DTH K€ CO-
poractepbl BelH ceds Tak, CJIOBHO UMENH APKO BBIPa)KEHHBIE JKEJIaHHs
1 OypiMBIINE B HUX SMOLUM, CJIIOBHO XOTE€JIM MHOTO YTO MOJYYHUTb OT
MHpa U FOTOBHI ObUTH YOUBATH 3a 3TO.

B namsatu Ilecuanoro Ilca Bcnsixaynu ciosa Ceep-Cena: «3710T co-
poractep He TaKkoH, Kak Mbl. 1 eCThb el11e MHOTO TaKuX».

Iecuansiii Ilec pesko or6pocun curapery. XKecTokas ynsiOka HcKa-
3una ero nuuo. OH yXBaTWI ropcTh KOpHEH Hana/JaBIIero coporacrepa
Ha caMOM OOJIE3HEHHOM €ro MecTe, Pe3KO pa3BEepHYJ €ro H TOJIKHYJI.
Coporactep Bpesajics B CBOMX COTOBapHIlleH, 3axaBimux [Ipuaypka B
yIILy.

Ilon IlenHn peprkancs Ha Horax, MOKa OIMH U3 COPracTepoB He yaa-
pu ero B yemocTs. [IeHHU momarHyIIcs ¥ ynai, U30 pray Hero rnoiu-
nack crpyiika kpoBH. Tpu coporacrepa Hanamu Ha Ilecuanoro Ilca, a
eme Tpoe — Ha lIpunypka. Ilecuansriii Ilec MenpkoM yBUAEN APOCTHO
HCKaXEHHOe, IMOKpBIToe mpamaMu Jmuo I[Ipumypka, HO TOT momiar-
HYJICS TOJ TSDKECTBIO BOHSIOIIUX OTOpOCaMHM pacTeHHH — IpUYEM He
IPOCTBIMM 0TOpOCaMH, a SBHO KakoH-To Tyxnoit magansto. Ilorom
YTO-TO C CHJIOH YAapHIIO €ro 110 3aThUIKY, U Mepel INIa3aMHU 3aKpy KHJIach
HeTpoHHLIaeMas ThMa. ..

IECYAHBIHI IMEC nomesenuics, 1yBCTBys HEUMOBEPHYIO yCTa-
s0cTh. OH MOHAJ, YTO HaXonuTcs Yxke He B CoTTepduiiba-CUTH, NOTOMY
YTO YyBCTBOBAJ HeOONBIIOE KUCIOPOIHOE rONOJaHHe, KOTOPOe B 00b-
SCHAJIO ycTanocTh. M kak TONBKO OH MOHSAN 3TO, TO IIIE-TO PAIOM YcC-
JBIIAN TSDKEJIblE XPHUIIbl IEPEHOCHOTo perynaropa aaeiaenus. Ho, ode-
BUJIHO, amIapar 3ToT paboTaJl II0XO.

Iec nopnsancs Ha Horu. [lpugypok u IleHHn OpuUTH emme 6e3 co3Ha-
HH, M OH He CTaJl UX TPOrarh, a ObICTPO ONIAAENCS, YUTOOBI IIOHATS, Ie
Haxonurcs. Ilon mox Horamu GbUT U3 cTEKa 1[BETa MUBHBIX OYTBUIOK,
Yyepe3 KOTOpOe CMYTHO IMpPOIIAABIBAN IPpaHyITHMPOBaHHBIA NECOK Kpac-
HOH MycTHIHM. B ofHOM yrmy B moTosike cTekio ObUIo NMpo3pavyHoe, B
Yepe3 Hero BHAHENOCH MONTyleHHOoe Hebo. B cTeHax Tak ke OblT TpH
okHa. M Ilecuanslii [lec BEINIAHY HapyxKy.

Henopaneky oT 3TOi repMeTHYHO M30JMPOBAaHHOM TIOPHMBI CTOSITH
Jpyrye CTeKJITHHbIE UMy pasHooOpa3HbIX (opM. 310 ObLIO IBHO MOCe-
JIEHUE B MyCThIHE, IPUYEM HOCTPOCHHOE JOBONBHO JaBHO MPH MIOMOIIH
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KHUCIIOTHI, BBIIENAEMONH coporactepamy, YTO M AeNali0 UX HE3aMCHHU-
MBIMH TIPOM3BOJHTEIAMH CTeKIa. Mexay urty ObUI0 JOBOJIBHO MHOTO
COpOracTepoB Bce TOH e OTBPaTUTENbHON MMOPOABI, KOTOPble OpOAMIIH,
He oOpalllasi BHUMaHU Ha CBOMX IUIEHHUKOB. MecTaMu HEeKOTOphIe CO-
poracTepsl NPUCETH Ha KOPTOUKH M YKOPEHHIIUCH BO3JIE€ PEIEHBKHX KY-
CTHKOB PaCTUTENHLHOCTH.

U, Bomaadmuii aHaXpoOHM3MOM, B KOHLIE TIOCENKa MOKOWICA Ha
wiatopMe CpeIHUX PasMepoB JIeTaloIUii aBTOTHPOMOOUITB.

Tlecuansiii [Tec BocxuileHHO paccMaTpuBa Bee 370. OH 3HaJI Oe3KU3-
HEHHBbIE KpacHBIE ITyCTHIHM JIyyllle OOJIBIIHHCTBA JIIOZEH, HO OTKy/a TYT
MOSIBIWJIOCH LIEJIO€ NOCEJIEHHE, HaCeJICHHOE CTPaHHBIMU KPOBOXKaAHBIMHU
coporacrepamu? OnHako koe o ueM Ilec y:xe Hauasn goraapIBaThC.

ITon IlenHu, HaKOHeL, OYHYJICS, MOJHSJICS Ha HOTH H, IUKO IS 1O
CTOpOHaM, MPUHSJICSA TPOTraTh MOKPHITHIN 3acOXIIeH KPOBBIO MoAGOpo-
nok. [lecuanslii [lec MpUCIOHMNICA K M30THYTOH CTE€HE MIVTy M YJBIO-
Hyncs. [leHHH oOMSK M BOIPOCHTENBHO TKHYJ OOJIBIIMM IalbLEM B
cropoHy IIpunypka.

Ilecuansiii Ilec nmoxxai rieqamu.

—ITyctsb cebe ciut. CoH eMy HyxKeH, Kak Majio komy apyromy. Ho Bot
KOTJa OH IIPOCHETCS, MBI C BAMH MOXKEM Ha4daTh BOJTHOBATHCS.

Ilennu HUYero He MOHMMAJI, HO HE CTall BO3paxkaTb. BmecTo 3TOr0 OH
yOOKO B3IOXHYIL

— Bo3MoXxHO, 51 HenpaBWIBHO oLleHW Bac. Tak Bl He ¢ Mepubpykom?

Ilecuanstii Ilec npusHancd, 4ro HeT.

— Memnee, yeM ¢ BaMH, — OTBETHJI OH.

— W yro Mepubpyk clienaet ¢ HaMu Tenepb, KOTAa MBI Y HETO B TUTEHY ?

— Byner 6epeus Hac, — 3asBun Ilecuyansiii [lec, — moka He 3aKOHYUT TO
THWIOE JIENbLIE, KOTOPhIM cefdac 3aHAT.

ITennn HaxMypun 6poBH, B3I/ €ro OTBEpAEI.

— KoneuHo, — npoGopmMoTan oH, — MbI OyzieM 371ech, II0Ka OH He 3a-
KOHYHT OTVIMBKY 3epKajia Teneckona MoproHa. Korna koHTpakT 3aBep-
muTcs, MepuOpyk OTITyCTHT Hac, IOTOMY YTO ... Mbl OosbLie He Oynem
eMy onacHbl. U Bce Torna noiiner npekpacHo. MeHs nepecraHyT oOBuU-
HATH B YOMiicTBe coporactepa H... — ['yObl €ro CKpUBHIMChH B Ipe3pe-
HHHU K caMoMy cebe, — MOpTOH 3aX04€T yMepeTh, TaK KaK Y3HaeT, UTO
BCA paboTa, Bce ero CTpeMIICHHUS, TO/Ibl JIMIIEHUH, HULIEThI U Oone3HeH,
Bce ObUIO HAIPacHo...

— BosmoskHo, — npeanonoxun I[ecuanniii Tlec, — Be 1 He yOuBanu
coporacrepa.

— Her, s y6un ero, — mpauHo orBeTwn IleHHH. — OTOro He M3MEHHTH.
Coporactep BIOMMWICS KO MHE B KBapTUpY TOH HOYBIO, MONBITAJICA
yOuTh MeHs U yOexarb ¢ deptexkamu. Ho 51 yOun ero mepBbIM, BBIBE3
Ha CBOEM aBTOrHpOMOOMIIE U OCTaBWJI Hemonaleky ot ropona. Ho Bl
JKe 3HaeTe, YTO CaMO3allliTa He SABISeTCS ONpaBJaHUEM B TeX CIIy4dasX,
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korga your coporactep. Y, daxkrudecku, OHO HHKAaK HeE YIYYIUIHUT MOE
MOJNOXKeHHe. MeHs Bce paBHO MOJDKAPSAT, €CIIH HalayT.

— BO3MOXHO, — 3ametun [1ecuansiii Ilec, — 570 ObLT OQUH U3 TEX
COPOracTepOB, YTO JKHBYT 311€Ch?

— A kakas pasHuna? 310 Bce paBHO coporactepsl, passe He Tak? — U
OH 3aMoiT4all, 3aiyMaBIIKCh. — Eciu OB s TONBKO 3HAJ, YTO chenana
OcTpunba... 4To OHa {yMaeT 000 MHe. .. — IPOTOBOPWJI OH Yepe3 HEKO-
TOpOE BpeMs H CHOBa YMOJIK.

Ilecuanslit Ilec npucranbHO miAmeNn Ha Hero, NMpUINypuBLIKCh. BHe-
3aIHO BCe CTaJIo NMpocTo. OcTpunbaa mobuna Ilennu... Ho mobuna nu
oHa ero B camoM zaene?.. [la Bpsan nu!

Ilecuanniii Tlec mpomlencs mo TecHOM Kamepe, MOTPY3HMBINHCH B
Pa3MBILLICHUA.

3arem nogusn Ha IlenHu masa.

— EcrecTBeHHO, BbI IOHUMaETE, YTO 3TO MIMEHHO JcTpuibiaa Mepu-
OpyK HaHAJIa TEX COPOTracTepoB, KOTOPhIE 3aXBaTHIIM BCEX HAaC B BalleH
KBapTupe?

I'onosa Ilona IlenHu nepHynack, TOUHO OT yaapa, Ha €ro JIMLE BCIbIX-
HYJIM KpacHble MATHA FHEBa.

— Oto He npasaa! — B3peBe OH, YyTh OblI0 He OpocuBIuKCh Ha [lec-
yaHoro Ilca.

Ilec crosn u criokoiino xaain. Tak ke CIIOKOMHO OH OOBICHHII, YTO
BUeN DCTpUIIbAYy Hezanonro ao storo. Ha nuue Iennu orpasunace Ha-
CTOsLIAs MyKa.

— OHa obparunack NPOTHB MEHS, — XPUILIO POroBopwi oH. — OHa Ha-
3BajIa MEHs TPYCOM 3a TO, UTO 5 He yieten Ha JlyHy U He mocan ee oTua
KO BCEM 4epTaM. Tak 4To Tenephb OHa Crenach CO CBOMM ManeHbKoM!

Ilecuansiit Tlec He crmyckan ¢ Hero mias.

— Magaiite BbI Jy4iie oObICHUTE MHE KOE-4TO, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI
6pocarbca oO6BuHeHUsAMY, [lenHu, — npenioxun od. — Hanpumep, yep-
TE€XH, O KOTOPBIX Bbl YIOMSIHYNHU. YUTO 3TO 32 yeprexu?

— Al.. — Ilennu npoBen pyKoii 1O ronoee, NpUIIAXUBas pacTpenaH-
HbI€ BOJIOCHI, BUJl Y HETO CTaJl KAKUM-TO IPUCTBIKEHHBIM, JI0JDKHO OBITh,
MOTOMY, 4YTO OH MOTEPSJ KOHTPOJIb HaJ co0oil. — Y MeHs HeT npu cebe
yeprexxeid. Ho s Bcerna Houry ¢ co6oit urpymednyro moaens. Ceiyac s
BaM ee mokaxy. Cortacutech, 4YTo B 9TOM YTO-TO €cTb. SI Hauan pabo-
TaTh HaJ Hel MATH JieT Ha3aj Mocie TOoro, Kak BepHyncs ¢ FOnmurepa, u
Ha MEHS HEOXKHJIaHHO YIajio HeOOJbIIOe HAC/IeICTBO B BH/E NPUOBLIeH
OT IIaXThl, Y4aCTOK I0J1 KOTOPO#i S 3aCTOJIOMII e1e MHOTO JIET Ha3a,.

OH CTAIIMJI Bopyr ¢ cebs pybaumiky. )Kusot ero Ob1 o6MoTaH
TpeMs TUIOCKUMH S4YeHKaMH MaMATH — TUIOCKUMH U TOHKHMH, Kak Oy-
Mara, ¢ pel4aXKOM IJis yrpaBieHus. M3 kapMaHOB OH gocTan Tpu pe-

179



ocTara, O4eHb MOXOXKUX Ha MPOCTHIE Mel-
HBIE TBO3/IH.

Ho Tyt BHMMaHMe X 060UX OBIIO OT-
BiedeHo. [lpumypok BHe3amHO OYHYIICH,
JIpO’Ka, [OTes] ¥ BCXJIMIbIBaS.

— bocc, — BbI10XHYN OH. — [ 11 M. ..

OH BcTasl, MOKaYHYJICH U, MPOKOBBUISB
K OKHy, IIIHYJ Ha O€CKOHEYHYyIO Oajib
MyCTBIHH.

OrpomHas rpyns Ilpunypka nogHuma-
J1ach M oNajiajia OT TSDKEJIOTO AbIXaHUs, OH
BCE €LIe HANlOJIOBUHY CHajl.

— OH efieT, — 3aJpIxasch, ckazan [pumy-
pok. — Tam, 3a rOpH30HTOM, Ha IIECKOXOIE.
Mepubpyk. Oxxx!..

Tomoc ero yMonk, OH mpoIIeN B Yrod,
OIMyCTWJICA TaM Ha IOJ U CIIPATAN JIULO B
nanoHsx. ITotoM BHe3amHO OMyCTUN PyKH
U BCKUHYJ royioBy. Mcnempennoe mpa-
MaMH JIMIO ero OyKBaJIbHO XOMMIO XoayHOM. OH BHIIIAAEN HU3yMIIeH-
HBIM, ¥ BHE3AIIHO BCKOYHJI Ha HOTH.

—bocc, — ¢ TpeBoroii ckazan oH. — TyT uro-To He Tak!..

Ilennu B 5TO Bpems 3akoHYWI. Ero snekrpoab! ObUTH NPHKpPEIUICHB
K [OJIy Pe3UHOBBIMM MPHCOCKAMH, SYSHKH MaMATH MOCIEeIOBaTENBHO
COCIMHEHBI, MEXKIY HUMH BO3HHK HACTOSIIMI NTaOUPHUHT U3 HEHU3OJU-
POBaHHBIX MPOBOIOB, KPOLIEYHBIX JIaMIT, KOHACHCATOPOB U PEOCTATOB.

Ha najnoHu oH mepail KpoOIICUHBIH MyJBTUK. TpOHYN majbleM Ha
HEM PBIYAXOK, MOBEPHYJT KaKyIo-To pyuKy. U B Bo3gyxe HaJ MyJIETUKOM
BHE3aIIHO TOSBUJIOCH KAaKOe-TO TeMHoe 00navko. OHO 3aKpyTHJIOCH,
3aTeM MposCHIWIOCH, U [lecuansiii [lec gaxke mepecran aplark, Koraa
TMIOHSUL, YTO BUAMT Mepen coOoH.

TIpumypoxk Toxe MOHSII ¥ 3aCTHUT OT CTpaxa.

— JIuH3a Teneckona! — BELIOXHYJ OH, U I1a3a ero 3acusiiu. — Jii! Te-
nepb S HAYWHAKO IOHUMATB! ..

IleHHM BRIIPSAMMJIICS B TOPJBIM BHIOM.

— Ha, 310 nuH3a... HO He cTexIsHHas. OHa co3gaHa W3 Bo3ayxal
DopMy JHH3BI € MPUIACT CHENMAIBHOE DIEKTPOCTAaTHYECKOE IIOJIE.
Hepecomas nuHza. Y1 HUMKakux HMcKkaxeHUH. B cTapbix JTHUH30BBIX Te-
Jieckonax camoi GonbInoi mpoblsieMoil sBNsncS WX Bec. Bor mouemy
MOIJIM JeJIaTh TOJIBKO ABYXCOTHIOMMOBEIE OTpaKaTelld, U He Oolnplie.
Moit 6par mo Toif e NPUYMHE CTall CTPOUTh OTpakareilb UMEHHO Ha
JlyHe, NOCKONBKY TaM B IIECTh pa3 MEHBLIE CUJIa TSKECTH, M OH MOT
caenars NATHCOTAIONMOBBIN oTpaxarens. — Ho TyT ropnocte comwia ¢
nuua [lenHy, kak crapas kpacka c 3abopa. — Ho Ttenepp Bel MOXere
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TIOHATH, YTO MOYYBCTBYET MOM Opart, KOria y3HaeT, YTO MOXKET CO3JaTh
MATHCOTAIOMMOBBIH TENEeCKON OJHUM JIMIIb Ha)KaTHeM KHOIIKY, B JIIO-
60e Bpems U B m0O0M MecTe!

Ilecyansiii Ilec enpa 3aMeTHO BONPOCUTENBHO KUBHYL.

— Koneuno, — ckazan [leHHH M co3ian BTOpYIO BO3AYIIHYIO JIMH3Y,
YTOOBb! TEIECKOI MOXKHO OBLIO HaCTpauBaTh.

3arem oH Hautynan ¢oKyc, HalpaBUB JINH3BI B OKHO, M JaJIeKUii ro-
PU30HT BHE3AMHO NPUOIU3HICS, U CTAJIA BUIHBI MaJICHIINe eTalu Ha
HeM. Bce Tpoe ycraBuinchk B nuH3bL. 3areM [leHHM co3pan okymsp u
OZIHUM [IBM>KEHHMEM PBIYKKOB Ha IyJBTHKE cOOpas BCe BMECTE C eIH-
HYIO CHCTEMY. )

3aTeM OMyCTHIICS Ha KOJIEHH U TPHMA K OKYISpY.

1A%

JIMH3BI CTAJIA pacty 1 yMeHbIIATECS, TO MPUOIIKAsACH APYT
K ApYrY, TO OTHalsACh U, HAKOHEL, 3aMepiii B OAHOM NosnokeHnd. Ha
nuue [lennu BOpyr nosBUIOCH BOJHEHHE, U OH mojo3ean IlecyaHoro
Ilca. Ilec msaHyn B OKyssip, ¥ ero J1uuo Toxe nompauesno. Crona nei-
CTBUTEIIBHO eXall MepuOpyk U Obln yike KuioMerpax B AByx. OH cuen
B OTKPBITOM Meckoxozie paaoM ¢ BoauteneM. Ha oboux 6puta Bo3my1I-
Hble KocTioMBI. JIno Mepubpyka Obu1o paccriabneHHbIM, KakK y 4Yelo-
BEKa, KOTOPbIH pelui Bce CBOU NpobiaeMbl. Mexkay KOJMSHAMH OH CXKH-
MaJl BUOPO-BHHTOBKY.

3aqHui oTCeK Neckoxona 6b1T 10 BEpXy 3a0UT COPOracTepaMH, CIOBHO
Mepubpyk mogobpan mo MmMyTH TOJITY MyTEIIECTBYIOUIUX aBTOCTONOM
Ty3emieB. [Teckoxon mpbiraj 1Mo JroHaM, NOPOi COBCEM CKpBIBAsICh, a
M03aJ1 OCTaBaJICs JUIMHHBIA XBOCT MOAHATOTO BBEPX IECKa.

Tlennu BRIpSIMMIICS U HAXKAJT HA IMyJIBTHKE KHOMIKY. « Teneckom» Gec-
CJI€/IHO MCYe3, CJIOBHO €ro U BOBCE HE CYLIECTBOBAJIO.

— Y0 oH caenaer ¢ Hamu? — Binayivi [lenHu.

INecuansiii Ilec Havan ObuTIO pacckas3biBaTh €My 00 OTpaBlIEHHOM
UIJie B CBOEH TPOCTOUKe, 3aTeM IVla3a €ro pacliMpuch, a ¢ rybd copa-
JIOCh HEBOJIbHOE BOCKJIMLIAaHHE, U OH OpOCHIICA K JajIbHEMY OKHY CBOEH
TIOPbMBI.

— MoxeT, — HeOpeKHO 3asiBUJI OH, — Mbl M BOOOLLE 3ps BOJIHYyeMCS O
Mepubpyke.

INennu u Ipunypok nopdexany K HEMy U 3aCThUIM Ha MECTE, CIIOBHO
yAApEeHHBIE TOKOM.

— Ocrpunpaal

Ortor kpuk BbIpBaics w3 ycT IleHHn. Tam neiictBurensHO ObLia
Octpunsaa Mepubpyk, B ckadanape, ¢ «aKBapHyMOM» HPO3PavHOro
iemMa.
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— Ho yro... — ynaBmmM rosnocoMm npo6opmoran IleHHu, — 4yto oHa
TaM...

— INogoxnure, — ¢ MpadHBIM YIOBJIETBOPEHHEM IIPOTrOBOPHII MEcYa-
uolit [lec. — S mymaro, Ilennu, Mp1 06Hapy>xuM, uro DcTpriabaa Mepu-
Opyk 100 U3MEHHUIIa CBOM HaMEPEeHHs, THOO0 C caMoro HaJasa He Oblia
npeaatensHALeld. — OH KMBHYJI Ha OKHO. — BOH B TOM IakeTe y Hee 3a
TUIeYaMH MOTYT OBITh BO3IyIIHBIE KOCTIOMBI 71 BCEX HAC.

Octpunbay Mepubpyk €O BCeX CTOPOH OKPY>KMIIM COPOracTephl.
IMecuansiii [lec ycnpiman GenieHsId NepecTyK «pa3roBOpay pa3yMHbIX
pacTeHHi U YBHEIN, KaK TOMOYYT UX HOTH, KOTZIa OHH CO3BIBAJIM CBOMX
COTOBapHILEH.

Ilennu qpoxarn, TOYHO B JIMXOpPAJKe.

— Ho uto oHa enaetr? — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH. — UTO OHa UM pa3paer?

I'maza [lecuanoro Ilca cBepkHyH.

— Komxu, — ckasai OH B OTBET. — OTO IepeBHS €IOKOB KOJIXHIIMHA.

— Konxwu... — Ilennu He 3akoHYMN ¥ 6€CIOMOIIHO NTOMOTaJI I'OJIOBOH.

Ho Ilpunypok Bce NOHL.

— Cnywaiire! Eit 651 my4ine nocnemmmts! Mepubpyk Oyzer 31ech ye-
pes3 MATHAALATh MUHYT.

ITnan Dctpunbasl cTan npeaenbHo scHbIM. CoporacTepsl XBaTainy y
Hee Oenble MaKeTHKH M JKaJIHO pa3pblBallid MEPEBA3BIBAIOILME HX Kpac-
HbIe JIEHTOYKH. OTHOro MakeTHKa ObUIO IBHO JOCTATOYHO JJaXke IJIs ca-
MOT'0 5Ka/THOTO COpOracTepa, MoTOMy YTO, IPOIIOTUB COAEPIKUMOE, OHU
OTXOZIMJIU B CTOpOHY. Tak ObUIM HAKOPMIIEHBI TPH YETBEPTH BCErO Ha-
ceneHus ocobeit U3 wectuaecaTu. OcTaabHBIM DCTpHIIBAA NEepecTana
paszaBaTh Ipenapar, ¥ epecTyKHBaHUe, MPOHU3BOJUMOE OOIEIEHHBIMH,
CTaJIO YTPOXKAIOIIUM.

— Dctpunbaa! — HeBOIBHO BBIKpUKHYN [IeHHH, 3aTeM npobGopmoTalt:
— Ho onu ke HamagyT Ha Hee! 3adeM, yept nmobepu, oHa BooOLIe nmpue-
xana cropa?

— Omna cnenaia 4epToBCKH XOpOIIYIO INTYKY, — HAMpsHKEHHO CKazall
Ipunypok. — Mepubpyk Oynet 31ech yepe3 HECKONbKO MUHYT, U €ClU
OH HOSBUTCS MPEXKAE, YEM OHA BBITALLUT Hac OTCIOAA. ..

OcTpuiibaa ABHO ycibliuana Kpuk IlenHn, Ho He yaenuia eMy BHUMa-
Hus. JIuio y Hee ObLIO CTPOroe M COCpeJOTOUEHHOE, KOIia OHA BIpPYT
noTpeboBaa 4To-To OT OOAENEHHBIX COPOracTepoB, YKa3blBasi Ha UIITY.
OueBnHO, OHa ofellajia UM KOIXHULIUH, €C/IM OHH ocBoboaaT moaei. U
BHE3aITHO COpOracTephl CIAIHCH!

C weneycTpeMIeHHOCTBIO MypaBbeB OHH NOTAHYIIHUCH K HIITY, CTaJId
OpaTh MECOK CBOMMM PYKaMH-KOPHAMH M TYT Jk€ INpeBpallarbh €ro B
creknno. He mpomo U AByX MUHYT, KaK OHH [IOCTPOMIIN y JaJIbHEH CTEHBI
XIDKHHBI CTEKJITHHBIA «ITy3bIpbY. 3aTeM Tpoe B3sUIH Y DCTPWIbIb! Ma-
KEThI C BO3IYLIHBIMH KOCTIOMAaMH, 3allUTH B 0OTeKaTe/lb U 3aMypOBaJi
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cebs B HeM. 3aTeM pacHbUTHIM KUCJIOTY Ha CTEHKE XKUHBIL, [IPO/IENIaB B
Hel npoxon. «Ily3sipe» NpeBpaTHiiCA B BO3MYIIHBIH HUTIO3.

IMECYAHBIN MEC cxpatin y Ty3eMIa NakeTsl, pa3opsal HX H
Opocui1 BO31yLIHBIE KOCTIOMBI OCTAJIbHBIM.

— BricTpee oneBaiitecs! — psaBkHY 0H. — MepuOpyk yxe 3a Omkaii-
LIeH JFOHOM.

BuesanHo oH cxBarun [lenHu 3a pyky. IleHHu kak pa3 pa3bupan cBoi
YAUBUTENBHBIHN TEECKOI M 00EpPTHIBAN €r0 YaCTIMH CBOE TEJO.

— OcTaBb €ro CHapy»H CBOEro KOCToMa! — >keJIe3HBIM IoJIOCOM CKO-
ManpoBai [lec. )

— Ho... Ho 3auem? Eciu Mepubpyk ZOroHUT Hac, TO eMy MpHOeTCs
ellle COpBaTh C MEHA KOCTIOM, YTOOBI 10OpaTbcs O MOJIENH, a TaK MBI
NIOJTHECEM €€ EMY Ha...

— Jenaii, uro s roBopro! — psaskHyn Iecuansrii [1ec, MpauHo misas Ha
ITennu. — Ota mTY4YKa MOXKET COCITYXKHTh HaM TOJIb3Y, HO He B KaUeCTBe
TenecKona.

IlenHu 3amonmyan ¥ noBHHOBasCA. Yepes HECKOIBKO CEKyH[ JIFOIAH
OBLTH YK€ TOTOBBI U PEryIHPOBaIU BIaXHOCTh U IIogavy Bo3ayxa. OHu
3aBMHTHJIM CBOM LIJIEMBI, CIeNlaHHBIe W3 pe3nHOBoro crekia. Korma
JaBjIeHHE BHYTPH KOCTIOMA MOIHSIOCH, TO LIIEMBI Pa3ay/uch U CTalU
HHYEM He OTJIMYaThcs OT OOBIYHBIX CTEKJITHHBIX.

Coporactepbl YBUJE/IH, YTO OHU FOTOBBI, IIPOEJN» AbIPY B CTEHE
XFDKHHBI | JIIOIH BBICKOYHITH Yepe3 Hee Ha MeCOK.

OcTtpwibaa nomyanack K HUM ¢ OneanpiM nunoM. OHa cxBaTwiia
IlenHu 3a pyky U ceKyHIy OTYasHHO IIsiiela Ha HEro yepe3 CTEKIO
mneMoB. JIuwo IleHHu crano BAPYT HEXXHBIM.

— Octpunbaa, — npoOOPMOTAIT OH, HO OHA He CTaJia CITyLIaTh ¥ OBep-
Hynach k [lecyanomy Ilcy.

Omna 6bL1a SIBHO UCIyTaHa, HO CKBO3b UCIYT TPOIABIBAIIO U 00JIer-
YeHHe OT TOrO, YTO OHa BblIIycTUIA Jitoaei Ha Bomo. [IpuunHa xe uc-
nyra 6buia sicHa. BoKkpyr TONMUIHCH coporacTepbl, M OTHOLIEHHE MX K
JIIOASM OBLIO SIBHO YTPOXKAIOLLUM.

— Mbl He MOXxeM [0BepATh STUM coporacrepaM, — Bbilanuia Je-
ByIIKa. — OHU He MOXOIAT Ha OCTaIbHBIX. DTO npenareny. .. OHu yObtoT
HAC MOCJIe TOro, Kak NojyyaT BeCh KOJMXULMH. .. WIH 3aJepXKaT 10 NpH-
ObITHS OTLA.

— INoromu, — ckasan Ilecuansiii [lec v 3a6pan y Hee 0CTaTOK MaKeTH-
KOB KOJIXMIIMHA. — Bbl puexanu Ha neckoxone?

JeByka KuBHya, ¥ [lec BIacTHO MaXHyJ pyKod. DCTpHIIba CXBa-
THIIA 32 PYKy OmIesloMJIeHHOro IIeHHM u GBICTPO MOTaLIMIA ero B JaJTb-
HHH KOHel nocesneHus coporactepos. [Ipuaypok nocnenosas 3a HUMH,
Ilec 3aMbIka)l KX MaJIEHBKYIO KOJIOHHY.
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CoporacTtepsl He OTCTaBaJIM OT HHX, TOJILICH U TOJKasACk. Ho myTh HM
BCE ke He nepekpbiBaiiy. Toiabpko Korna cpasy 3a oCeIeHUEM NOSBHIICS
CTOSIIMI NECKOXOJl, COPOracTephl, HAKOHELl, MOHUTH, YTO UX OOMaHbI-
BaloT. Jlenas yrpoxaroiye ABWKEHHs, OHH OKPY>KUJIH JIIONCH.

OcTpunbja OCTaHOBWIIACH, OLIEIOMIICHHAS, HE 3HAIOIAs, YTO Mpel-
NPUHATH, IV1a3a €€ CTAIM IIUPOKHMH U COBCEM KPYITIbIMH.

— Tynuk, — npo6opmoran [1eHHH, KOTOPOro JeByIIKa NO-TNPEKHEMY
Jepaana 3a pyKy.

Ilo iy ero rpaoM KaTHJICS IOT.

I'y6s1 [Tecuanoro Ilca MpayHO CKPUBHIIUCE.

OH 6pocHII MaKeTHK KOJIXHLIMHA Ha MIECOK, I1arax B IECATH B CTOPOHY.
Coporactepsl OpocHnuch 3a HUM. JIrony nouuiy Janelie, HO BCKOpe UM
cHoBa mperpaauwny gopory. Ha astor pa3 Ilec 6pocui cpa3sy nBa nake-
THKa B Pa3HBIX HAMpaBICHUAX, KAk MOXKHO Jajibllle, U OHH CHOBA IO-
Jy4und otcpouky. Ilecuansiii Ilec Teneps HapO4HO OTCTAalI, IPOIYCTUB
Ocrpwibly, neHHH U Ilpuaypka k neckoxoxy. OHHM ceny BHYTpb, IBU-
rarenb B3pesen, Ho [lecuansriii [lec eme He O6buT B 6e30omacHocTH. Io-
CJIETHUM OTYassHHBIM JKECTOM OH OPOCHJI OCTAaTKH NMAaKETUKOB C KOJIXH-
LHOM NO LIMPOKOH JIyre, a caM pBaHyJNICS K CTOSILEMY IO Mapamu»
TIECKOXOY.

— Bocc! — 3aBonmn Ilpuaypoxk, cnenan rpoMagHblii NPHDKOK C MOM-
HOXKKH TECKOX0/1a M ITPU3EMIIWIICA KaK pa3 3a CIIMHOM coporacrepa, Oe-
ryuero 3a Ilcom.

IECYAHBIH ITEC MOImHBIM TMHKOM OTLIBBIPHYJ BTOPOrO COPOTa-
CTepa, U TPBITHYJN B IECKOXO/ KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOraa JCTpuibJa
BKJIIOYMJIA Cpa3y BTOPYIO IiepeAady, OBEPHYJICS, YXBATHII 3a MPOTIHY-
Ty10 pyky [Ipumypka u Bramun ero Ha 60opt. [Teckoxon B3peBen u, B3AbI-
Masd Tydy Tecka, pBaHyJICs Briepe. DCTPUIIbAA TYT XKe MePEeKITFOYMIIach
Ha YETBEPTYIO Nepenady.

— Bor Bam Bcem! — paccmestics [leHHu, oGepHyscs U caenain pyKoi
HenpuuHbI xxect. Ho mumo INecuanoro Ica ocTanocs HanpsKeHHBIM.

— VY Hac Ha XBOCTe ellie €CTh KOe-KTO IoXyxe. Mepubpyk!

Tak oHo 1 6b110. [ToqHABMIKMCE Ha JIOHY, OHH YBUAEIH, YTO MECKOXO]
Mepubpyka yxe ¢ peBOM HeceTcs o nocelieHuo. Mepubpyk gaxe He
CTaJl OCTAaHABIIUBATHCS, MMOHIB INIABHOE, & HMEHHO, YTO €ro IUICHHHKH
yberaror.

— Coyckaiitecs B kabuny, — Besien Ilecuansiii Ilec Ilennn u Ilpu-
IYPKY, IOCKOJIBKY BCE TPOE €Ilie IOJYIEXATN Ha BEPXY MECKOX0Aa.

3aTeM OH caM CIIPHITHYJ Ha MIepelHee CHACHHE PAIOM C DCTPHITBIOH
Mepubpyk. OHa MeJTEKOM IISHYNIa Ha Hero, JIMIIO Y Hee ObUTo OJ1eTHBIM
1 HanpsDKSHHBIM.

— He pymaiite, 4to BBl Bce TpO€ HEYSI3BHMBI, IOTOMY YTO B MallIHHE

CHXY 1, — CKa3ayia oHa. — Moii mamnama He 3aMeJITUT OTKPHITH Najs0y,
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4yroOBI YOUTE Hac BceX. 51, BOOOIIe-To, BCTpevanach ¢ HUM JIMIIb pa3a
4eThIpe B JKM3HHU, U OH BCEIZla HEHaBHU/IEJl MEHS TaK ke, Kak HeHaBHJIell
MOI0 MaTh. OH YHHYTOXHT JTFO60r0, KTO CTOMT y HETO Ha MyTH. A MBI
CTOMM Ha IyTH 3aBEPLICHHS MM CaMoro OOJBIIOro TelecKona B MHpe
1y 6para [Nona. 1o o4eHb JOpOroe ¥ BHITOIHOE NPEANPUITHE U1 MO-
€ro naraiiM, TaKk 4To OH HeIPeMeHHO X04eT YOUTh Hac.

ITon, kak pa3 yceBIIHUiicsA Ha CBOe MECTO, TIOBEPHYJICS K HEil.

— Bort xe kpbica! — MpayHO OpOCHII OH U HAXMYPHIIC.

Ileckoxon MepuOpyka Heccs 3a HUMU, B3AbIMas 1o3aau necok. [oka
Gerielibl CMOTPEJIH Ha HETO, COPOracTephbl, eXaBIlike Ha BEPIIHHE, CIIPbI-
THYIIH Ha [IECOK U PacTAHY/IUCh 1o mycThiHe. [leckoxon Mepubpyka TyT
K€ CTaJI HarOHATh.

— MBI eneM He 10CTaTo4HO OBICTPO, — 3ayMYHUBO cKa3ail [Ipumypoxk.
— Mosker, eciii MbI IEPEeKJIFOYMUMCS Ha pOpcax. . . _

— Hukakux ¢opcaxei, — kparko ckazana Octpuipaa. — Ho B To
BpeMs, kak CollHIIE CTOMT BBICOKO, OXJIXKICHHE IBKDKKA U Tak paboTaer
Ha mpeziene, a Ha opcaxke OH GBICTpO MeperpeeTcs U BooOIIe BhIHAET
u3 cTpos. M Torna mMpl B31€THM Ha BO3JYX B KPAaCUBOM TaKOM B3pHIBE.

— A moxer, — ckaszan [Ipunypok u yemexnyincs Ilecuanomy Ilcy, — nc-
npo6oBaTh TOT NPHEMYHK, KOTOPBIH MBI MpUMeHUTH Ha [linyToHe, Gocc,
KOI7ia MapHH M3 HapKOCHHIMKATA IIpeciefioBany Hac o KucrnoponHomy
Pyunto? 3achimieM OBICTPEHBKO NMECKOXOA IECKOM, a caMu oboligeM
Mepubpyka c3aau!

I'naza Ilecuanoro [lca 3aTymaHWIHCE OT BOCIIOMHUHAHUH, HO 3aTEM OH
OTpHLIATEIHHO [TOKa4Yasl FOJIOBOM.

— Ilecok He KMCITOPOAHBIN CHET, — BO3pa3ui OH. — MBI MONPOCTY He
ycneeMm.

OH 3amyMuHBO IIAHYN Ha He60. ConHLe yxke KJIOHHIOCH K 3akaty. C
HACTYIUIEHHEM HOYHOTO X0J1071a 3(p(peKTHBHOCTh AaTOMHOTO JBHIrarelis
BO3pAcTeT, 1 MOXXHO Oyner He 6osTbea neperpesa. [Toka HaunHancs Be-
yep, 00a meckoxona — npeciexyeMblii U MpecieaoBaTesb, MYATNCh Ha
npeeabHOH CKOPOCTH IO ITyCThIHE.

KOI'TA COJIHIIE coBceM CKpBUIOCH 32 FTOPU3OHTOM, CTYCTHJIACH
TEMHOTa, clierka paccesiHHas ciiabbim cBetoM Doboca u [eiimoca, map-
CHAHCKHUMH JIyHaMH, BOMIIeOHas KpacoTa KOTOPHIX JaBHO ObuUia OMNH-
caHa JaBHO 3a0BITBIMH NMUCATESIMH, HUKOTIIa He ObIBaBIIMMHU Ha Mapce.
[TycThIHS mOrpy3UiIach B MOITYyTbMY, KPEMOBYIO, KaK KO)Ka KPaCaBHLIbI.
TyT U TaM BUIHENHMCH CTPaHHBIC pacTeHus Mapca, MoTyyaBIIie MUILLY
U3 XKene3HO-OKUCIEIX neckoB. [lecuansiii [lec my6oko abIam B HOYH,
YyBCTBYs ce0f CTONb XK€ YIOTHO, Kak U B JitoOom apyrom mectre. OH
JIaBHO y>K€ M3Y4HJI IyCTBIHIO, U OHA CTana eMy JoMoM. BpeMs oT Bpe-
MEHH TMEeCKOXO0] TIepeMalTbIBal I'yCeHHIaMH CTy4aidHO MOMaBIIMXCS Ha
JIOpOre paHHUX NpapoJuTeNneii coporacTepoB — MOPA3UTENBHO YeNo-
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BEKOMOJOOHBIX pacTeHHM, KOTOpBIE LIE/BIMU JHAMH CTOSUIM, BO3JEBast
PYKH-BETBH K COJIHILY, CJIOBHO Kalolyecs rpellHuky. BpemeHamu no-
NaiajiuCch 3€MHbIE PAaCTEHHS — CTONETHHUK KaKTyC OKOTHJIIO, HCHIAHCKUH
OaifoHeT B JPEBOBUIHAS FOKKA.

Bce ueTBepo examu Monya. OcTpuibla Bela MECKOXOH C YBEPEHHO-
CTBIO OMNBITHOTO BOOMTENS, UCTIONB3YS KKAYIO BO3BBIIIEHHOCTh, HH-
3MHKY MEXAy AIOHAMH U C TaKOH CTPEMHTENIbHOCTHIO B3JIETas Ha MX
rpebHHU, CJIOBHO XOTeJNa yJaeTeTh B KocMoc, Tak uto Ilon IlenHu Bech
Tpsccs OT yXKaca.

— O, Born! — HakoHen, Bckpu4ai oH Ooliee yeM cepbe3Ho. — Ecim Mbl
OINPOKHHEMCS, TO K YeMY BCS OTa CIIelIKa.

— A eciu MbI HE ONIPOKMHEMCSI, — OTPbI3HYJIaCh B OTBET JEBYIIKA, —
TO ckopo OyzneM B benbBHiIe M MOMYyYUM IIAHC AOXKHUTH 0 ITyOOKOH
CTapoOCTH.

— He mymaro, uto BenbBHIIbL crlaceT HaC OT TBOETO OTLA, — XMYpO
6ypxHyn Ilennu. — Jlo Bocxona coNHIIA MbI IPOHIEM elle BOCEMb-Zie-
BATH KHjIoMeTpoB. Ho MBI He yBHAMM H0pOry, IOKa HE OKaXkeMcs B IO-
JTYKWJIOMETpe OT ropofia. A KOrja COMHIE BBIHIET U3-3a TOPU30HTA, MBI
Ha4YHeM CHOBa TepATh ckopocTh. Ecnu 661 TONMBKO Y Hac Oblia JanbHO-
OoitHas BUHTOBKA. ..

— Ho ee y Hac HeT, — oTpe3ayia DcTpuibaa.

OnHaxo Hackonbko 3Hau Ilecuansiii Ilec, ona Gpu1a y Mepubpyka.
BpeMs oT BpeMeHH OH NPHIOJHHMMAJICS C CHAEHHS U IVIAJeN Hazald, B
MIOUCKAaX HErofssd, BCTAIOLIEro BO BECh POCT M MONHOCAINETO K IUIedy
npuKIiax BUOpo-BUHTOBKH. OHAKO OBLIO OYEBHIHO, 4TO 10 yTpa Me-
puOpyK HE CMOXET HMCHONb30BaTh BHUHTOBKY. Ho BOT korga BcTaHer
COJIHIIE, TOTAA. ..

BhezanHo Ha ry6ax necuanoro Ilca mosiBHnache Jierkas yYJbIOKa.
ConHue, faroliee >KU3Hb, MOKET €€ X OTHUMATh. ..

IMPUAYPOK CIIAJL, TUXOHBKO Xparis.

U Tlecuanplii nec NpUHAICA BHOBb JIIOOOBAaThCS MapCHAHCKOH HO-
Yb1O, ITOJIOXKHB 3aThIJIOK Ha CJIOKCHHBIC C3alH PYKH. Hecxoxon JICTCI T1IO
NpU3payHOMY MUPY, TOJHUMASCh U OIYCKasCh MO OONBLIMM PO30BBIM
IIIOHaM, KOTOpbIe€ B NMPU3PaYHOM CBETe MOXOIWIIN Ha OeckpaiiHee Oyp-
HO€ MOpe, HEOXKHJaHHO 3aCThIBILEE, CJIOBHO NPHXBAY€HHOE MOPO3OM.
EnuHcTBEeHHBIMH 3ByKaMHU OBUT XpYCT pacKaIbIBAaIOIUXCS MO TyCEHH-
LIAMH KaKTyCOB. OTO ObLT OOLIMPHBIA MUP ITyCTHIHb, KOTOPBIX ITOYTH HE
Kacajiach HOTa 4elloBeKa.

TaHynace HOuYb, IO UTMHE paBHag 3eMHBIM HouaM. Ilecdansrii Ilec
JIBaX/IBI CaM CaJWJICs 3a pyJib, HO IIEpe]] pacCBETOM Iepesiall ynpasiie-
HHE DCTPUTIBIE.

Haxonen, Ha BocToke nosBwioch ConHue, 6eoe U ropsuee, HEOT-
¢dbunerpoBanHOE ToNcTOM armocdepoii. Bece Tpoe MyxuHH, OXBaueH-
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HBIX €/IMHBIM HarpspKeHHEM, TIOOHTUCh Ha HOTH M CTalk o0lapuBarh
B3NVIAIaMH OCTaBIIMFiCA 0334 TOPH3OHT B MOMcKax Mepubpyka. U
oHH yBuzenu Mepubpyka, Kak TOT, HSCOMHEHHO, yBuael ux. OH Toxe
CTOSUT HAa HOTaX, B BO3AYLIHOM KOCTIOME, M YKapKHe€ COJHEYHBIE JIy4H
OTpakaJIUCh OT METAJUIMYECKUX YacTel U CTEKJISHHOIO lIeMa.

3arem MepHOpYK, He crielila, NOAHS BUOPO-BUHTOBKY.

— BHuz! — cka3zan Ilpunypok, HO cam He mpucen, kak U Ilecuansii
INec, xoTopslii 3HaN, 4TO Korna MepuOpyK pelIHuT OTKpBITH CTpesbly,
IIpunypox HENpeMEHHO CrpsYeTcs.

pumypusimce, Iec onpenenun, 4ro paccTosHUE MEXIY MIECKOXO-
JaMHU 3aMeTHO yMeHblnanoch. Ho onacHocTs meperpeBa JBHrareins oT
COJIHIIA YK€ He MO3BOJIs/Ia YBEJIMYUTh CKOPOCTb.

— Ceituac OH BBICTPENHUT, — HEIPOMKO cka3al Ilpuaypok, u ero mno-
KpbITOE IIPaMaMH JIMLIO CMOPIIMIOCH OT HANPSDKEHHS.

— CpopauuBaii! — HeoxxuganHo 3akpuyai Ilecuansiii Ilec Octpunsne.
— Brictpee! Orubaii nroHy!

OcTpunbaa oTpearupoBajia Ha 3Ty KOMaHay Jaxke ObICTpee, 4eM ee
MOTOpHas peakuys noay4yuaa O6bl mpuka3 or mosra. OHa KpyTaHyna
PYJIb, U ITECKOXO0] 3aKpyTUIIO. .. CrinikoM no3aHo! Mepubpyk yke ciy-
CTHJI KypOK JI0 TOTO, KaK MeCKOXOJl CKphUICA 3a MoHOH. M3-nox kamora
JIBMraress BIpBascs KIyO AbIMa, DCTPHIIbJA MOMNbITATACH CIIPABUTHCS
C yINpaBJIeHHEM M BeCTH MalluHy fanbine. Ho 510 ObUTO ykKe HeBO3-
MOKHO. MeIJIEHHO, TOYHO paHEHBIH 3Beph, MIECKOXOA MOJIe3 Ha JIOHY,
HepeBepHyYIICS Ha OOK M CTaJl CIOJ3aTh MO CKJIOHY.

IMecuansiii [lec 3akpuyan, cxBarwn [Ipumgypka U BHIOpOCHI €ro 3a
GOpT Tak, YTO OH LIUIEMHYJICA Ha MECOK AaneKo oT neckoxona. OT storo
nBwkenus [lec cam noTepsut paBHOBECHE U NOJIETEN B APYTYIO CTOPOHY.

[MpuseMnuics oH, NTyOOKO 3apbIBIIKCH IIIEMOM B MIECOK, TYT XK€ I0-
BEpHyJIcs Ha OOK U cpa3sy ke yBujaen MepuOpyka B HeCylIeMcsl K HUM
neckoxozie. MepuOpyk, epka BUHTOBKY y Oenpa, roto ObLl Hayarb
CTpeniaTh B MoOOH MUT. A BBIpaXKeHHE €ro JIMla He JaBajio Gerienam
HUKaKOH HaleXbl Ha NOLIAY.

Octpunbay Hurae He 6su10 BUmHO. [Ton Ilennn u Tynoit [punypok
Jexany psaaoM ApYr ¢ ApyroM Ha necke. Ho aeBymika, oueBHAHO, TaK H
ocTajach B IIECKOXOJE.

Maumina Mepubpyka O6bi1a Bce Oiminke, Hanpapissach MPSAMO K JieXKa-
memy Ilecuanomy Ilcy. Hozapu Ilca pa3aynuce, oH MOBEpHYNCS U YBH-
JIeJT, YTO MX MECKOXO[I JIEKHUT COBCEM PSAAOM C HUM Ha 60Ky. DcTpunbaa
BHCHT, 3aCTPSB MexXy pyiieM 1 cufeHneM. He Tporas noka yro ee, [lec-
yanplii [lec Bckoun Ha HOTY, B J1Ba IPHDKKA OKa3ajiCs BO3JIE MaLKUHBI U
Toses B OTceK, Kyaa Ilon ITennu cnpsitan CBOM TeECKOIL.

Jocras ero, Ilec BEINPAMMIICS B MONHBII POCT, CTOS BO3JIE€ NEepEBEp-
HyBIIErocs: Be3lexona, ¥ DIsSHY1 Ha mpecienoBareniedl. bruio Heuto
myrarolee B ToM, kak MepuOpyk aepxan BUOpo-BUHTOBKY. [lecuansiii
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Ilec moOHAN, YTO OH HA4YHET CTPENATh, KaK TOJNILKO YBUAMT Lienb. CTpe-
JISTH B KOTO yrogHo. J{aske B pogHyto 10Yb.

\Y%

IMecyansrit [lec pa3zBepHyn uHcTpyMeHT [leHHH, Hanpsras MamsaTe U
BCIIOMHHAs, B KAKOH MociieioBarenbHOCTU [leHHH coetuHAI OTAETbHbBIE
Y3761 IpHOOpa. DNMEKTPOIB! OH NMPUCOSIMHWIT K METAUIHYECKHM J€Ta-
JSIM cBoero kocTioMa. 3ateM [lec TpOHyN peocTar M HCHbITal BOCTOPT,
korga 12-mroiMoBast «JIMH3a» pa3BepHYNIach y HEro Haj rojooi. OH
CTaJl lepeMelIaTh €€, MPOCTO MOJHUMAs U OIycKas MyNbTHK yTpaBiie-
Hud. JIMH3a BBIpOCHa NPH 3THX MaHUIY/ALMAX, IMyTbCHPYS, KaK )KHBOE
CYHIECTBO, ¥ NOJYHHAACH €TO0 KOMaHIaM.

Iec MenyieHHO KMBHY/ U Mpa4yHO YibIOHyrcs. 1llane 6pU1 MU3EpHBI,
MIOYTH HHUKAaKOH, HO 3TO BCe JKe Jyulle, yeM Huyero. [Ipu 3Toi Meicin
ITecuansiii Ilec BbIIEN H3-32 MEPEBEPHYTOrO MECKOXOAAa M BCTal BO
BECh POCT, AeprKa JTMH3Y Mexay coboi 1 Mepubpykom.

Mepubpyk TyT ke yBuzaen ero. [leckoxon ocrtaHoBuics. Mepubpyk
BBUIE3 Hapy»Ky M BCTaJl HAa MECOK, NIMPOKO pacCTaBUB HOTH JJI yHopa
W HanpaBuB BUOpO-BHUHTOBKY Ha [lecuaHoro Ilca. I'lmaza Mepubpyka
ObUTH MEPTBBIMH, TOYHO OOKaTaHHas MOPEM rajbKa.

JIuno Mepubpyka, a Tak >ke BOAUTENIs, KPBICHHAsT MOp/a KOTOPOTro
BHIIVIAZBIBAIA U3 Meckoxona, 6puM HampasieHbl Ha Ilecyanoro Ilca.
Ilec caenan IMHHYIO TeaTpasibHYIO Iay3y, 3aT€M 3aroBOPHII, U B Io-
JI0Ce ero 3a3Byyvaia CTajb:

— MepuOpyk, s qaro BaM JecATh CEKyH]] Ha 3TO, YTOOBI MOBEPHYTHCA
U yexaTb OTCIOfIa.

Mepubpyk Bce Tak e He MIeBeIHICS, HO JILO ero YyTh TOPO30BENIO
U paccnabuioch. 3aTeM ryObl ero LIeBeTbHYIIHCE.

— bried BaM TyT He MOMOXeET, — CKa3all OH. — JTO JeNO BayKHee BCei
Ballleii HUKYEeMHOM >ku3HU. Bces 3arBo3nka B 5ToM npubopurke [1eHHu.

— ITpubopuuke? — ¢ npe3purenbHON HHTOHaLMed mosropwn Ilecua-
Hblit [lec. — [la aToT Mpubopuux kopeHHBIM 00pa3oM M3MEHHMT COBpe-
MEHHYIO acTpoHOMHIO. M Bce jke Bbl FOTOBBI 3aTOPMO3UTH HpPOrpecc
pajsiy CHIOMHHYTHOH ()MHaHCOBOM BBITO/Ibl. 3aTOPMO3HUTB JTI000# LIEHOH,
Y IPUYHHBI 3TOTO Ype3BhIYaifHO MpocTsl. Bamia npoMsliineHHas ume-
pus ObUIa Ha rpaHu Kpaxa, MepuOpyk, NOKa Bbl HE 3aKIIOYHIM KOH-
TPaKT Ha HOCTPOHKY camoro 6ombIIoro Teneckona B Mupe. Tak Beap? A
TeTephb OKa3bIBAETCsA, YTO ITO TENIECKOMN Oy/IeT HUKOMY He Hy>KeH.

Mepubpyk Momuan. [lecuansiii Ilec noHuMal, 4To eMy IpoCTO He-
4ero ckasarb. M, nockonbky MepuOpyk ObUT TOTOB BRICTPENIHTS, [lecua-
HbI# [Tec 4y Th meBENbHYIN pEOCTaT, TaK YTO ero U300 paxkeHue, BUAUMOe
Yepes JIMH3Y, CTaJI0 KOJIeOIoMecs, pacIuIbIBYaTON HENbIO.
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— Bl korga-HUOYp NBITATKCH CTPENATE B PBIOY depes Boay? — 601po
cnpocun niecqyansii Ilec.

3areM B3MIAA €ro CTaja XOIMOOHBIM U cypoBbiM. OH elle gajiblie Mpo-
JBHHYJI PbIYaKOK PeocTara, U BO3MYyILIHAas JIMH3a BHIPOCIA A0 OrPOM-
HBIX pa3MepOB, CTaB METPOB AT B AuameTpe. COMHLE yxKe MOTHOCTBIO
BBIJIE3]I0 U BUCEJIO TeNeph HaJ FrOpU30HTOM. Ero cBeT M Terio npouum
yepes JIMH3Y U CKOHLIEHTPHPOBAJIUCH B ee Qokyce. M cobpaHHbIe B eu-
HBIA IyYOK JIy4H yaapuiu no MepubpyKy U IeCKOXOAy C BOAMTENEM.
Mepubpyk 3akpuyai. Ero nanen Hakasn Ha KypoK, ¥ ObUIO BUIHO, YTO
OH BBIITYyCTHJI BECh 3apsi/i U3 BUHTOBKH, HO [lecuanslii [lec moHsut, XoT 1
He NIOYyBCTBOBAJI, Nonaganue. OH pyXHYJ Ha KOJIEHH, HO MO-TIpeXXHEMY
YAEp>KMBaJ IMyBTHK YNIpaBIeHUs JTUH30#. Jyd urpas Ha aByX KphIcax B
YeJI0BeYeCKOM OO/IHMKe, CMEPTOHOCHBIH, TAKOH APOCTHBIH, YTO TaMm, Iie
TONBKO YTO HaxoAwiuch MepuOpyk M yke NMOJHOCTBIO BBUIEC3IUHH H3
MECKOXO0MIa BOAMTEIb, JIUII MOJHHUMAIHUCH CTONOBI YEPHOTO, KHUPHOTO
ZbIMa, TIECOK MO/ HUMH KHIIEJ M IU1aBUIICA, 00pa3yst IMIPOBU3UPOBaH-
HYIO HaArpoOHYIO INTUTY U3 MEHUCTOTO CTEKJIa, KOTOPOe TYT K€ CTaJo
3acThIBaTh, koraa [lecuyansiii Ilec BeIMyCTHI MyNbT yNpaBiIeHUs JTMH30H,
NIOTepsB CO3HAHHUE OT OONH, XKTYIeH eMy Ipyab.

HECKOJIBKO YACOB cnycta IIpunypok, Ilon Ilennu u Ilecua-
Hbli [lec HaxomunKch B 3aKkpbITOi KaOuHE Bo3jie DCTPHIIBABI, KOTOpas
C MaKCHMAaJIbHOM CKOPOCTBIO BeJla Yepe3 IyCTHIHIO MO HANpaBISHHIO K
benberuno neckoxon Mepu6Opyxka. I'pyns Ilecuanoro Ilca Obiia oGHa-
JKCHa TaM, Iae BUOpo-Iyu cker eMy koxy. K paHe Obuin npHUBsS3aHBI
pa3MOueHHbIe YalHble JIHMCTBS, €IMHCTBEHHOE HalileHHoe Ha Oopry
CPEACTBO OT OXOTOB.

ITpunypok nepesiM noabesxkan k jnexaiemy [lecuanomy Ilcy u 3art-
KHyN Aplpy B ero koctiome. OcTanpHble TOXKe He IocTrpaganu. Tonpko
KOI7Ia MTECKOXO/l y>Ke MYaJicsl [0 HarpeToi COJTHLIEM IyCThIHE, BCe I10-
HSUIY, YTO HaBceraa u3baswinuce oT Mepubpyka.

— HWrak, — Hacmenueo yemexHyincs Ilecuansiii [lec, — cmepts Mepu-
Opyxa pazoM peurnia MHoro npo6GiieM. S npuexait B CaTTephuIiba-CUTH,
B MEPBYIO 04Yepeb, MOTOMY 4TO 4esIoBeK YOun TaMm coporacrepa. B mo-
ciieiHle roapl nogoOHsle youicTBa cramu peaxu. M Mens 3auHTepeco-
BaJIO, keM ObL1 yOuiila, a ee U BONpoc, Io4eMy COporacTepbl CaMH He
TIOHSUTUCH B OTBET Ha 3T0 yOuicTBo. Ha 3TH BONpoCh! MBI TOXE MOMY-
YUJTH OTBETHI. Tenepp Bala ouepens, DCTPUIbIA.

JleBylika mokana Iuie4aMH, He OTpbIBasg IJla3 OT XOJIMMCTOH IIy-
CTBIHH, HECYILIEHCS MO/ I'yCEHHULIBI TECKOXO/a.

— Bonpuryro vacTe sxu3HM g npoBena Ha 3emne. B yHuBepcurere s
Bctpetuna [lona, u yxe Torna on paboran Hai CBOMM 3NEKTPUYECKHM
TEJIECKOIIOM, HOBBIM LIaroM B acTpoHOMHUH. CTEeKITHHBIE 3epKaJia ObUTH
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yXKe CIHIIKOM I'POMO3JIKHUMH, JaXe €ClIM UX ycTaHaBiIuBaiu Ha JlyHe
WK APYTUX IUTAHETaX ¢ HU3KOU rpaBUTALMEi. ..

IlenHu mpoBeJ TaJOHBIO 1O CBoeMy Gefpy, I1a3a ero 3abnecTteny.

— A pasMepam MouXx JuH3 HeT mnpefena! OOQHUM HakaTHEM KHOIIKH
S MOTY CO3[aTh XOThb THICSYH, XOTh MATUTHICAYHBINA Teneckon. I'oasl u
JIeCATHIETHS OTJIMBKH, IUTA(GOBKU U NOArOHKHM 3epKal YIUIM Tenepb B
npouuioe, moHuMaere? ...

— Bl mpogomkanu cBoro paboTry, HECMOTPsl Ha TO, — MATKO Mepedu
ero Ilecuansiii Ilec, — yro Bam Opar MoproHn Ilennu norparun nourn
TOJDKH3HH, YTOOBI HAWTH (MHAHCOBYIO MOIUIEPXKKY IUIS CO3/1aHMs 00-
cepBaropuu Ha JlyHe.

IlenHu ormycTyn royioBy, cel Ha MECTO M C TPYAOM IPOIOJDKA:

— 51 paboTan kak pa3s pagM Takux, kak oH. W3-3a monei tuna Dxop-
Jbxa Diuiepu Xoitia, KOTOPBI co3Aall ABYXCOTAIOMMOBBIN TENIECKOI —
HEBEpOATHOE JOCTIDKEHHE, KOTOPOE 3aHAN0 Y HEero BCIO >KU3Hb. Mop-
TOH BCE >X€ Halle]d (UHAHCOBYIO MOAJEPHKKY U 3aKIIOYHI JOTOBOp CO
CTEKISIHHBIMH NpeanpHUATHIMH Mepubpyka. — OH oTyasiHHO 3aep3all Ha
CHJICHHH C MCKa)XEHHBIM OT 60iM JiuoM. — Moxkere BOOOpa3suTh MOU
YyBCTBA, KOIMa s MOHAI, YTO JO/DKeH cKa3arh Opary, 4TO BCE yCHIIHA,
BCE, YTO BJIOKIJI OH B CBOM MPOEKT, BCE HEBEPOSTHHIE YHIDKEHH, KOTO-
PbIM OH HOZABEpPraics, Bce JIMIEHUs U 60Ne3HH, KOTOpblE OH HCIBITAl
H MOJTy4uI, Bce, abCOMOTHO Bee 3To Obu1o Gecrione3no? UYro GeccMbic-
JieHHO# ObUla Bcs ero 6opnba 3a co3zaHMe NMATHCOTAIOHMOBOIO 3ep-
kana? Hy, s 3HaJ, 4TO AOJDKEH CKa3aTh €My BCE, HO XOTeJ KaK-TO CMAT-
qyuth yaap. Torna s >xun yxe B Catrepduiibae, 1 OCTpUIIbAA TONBKO YTO
npuierena Ha Mapc ¢ 3emunn. 51 noBepsut el — oHa Obl1a €TMHCTBEHHOH,
KOMY s JOBepi TaiiHy cBoeil JiH3bl. OHa paccka3ana o6 3TOM CBO-
eMy OTILly, JyMas, YTO OH pa30pBET KOHTPAKT MU TEM CaMbIM CMATYUT
yaap, sxxayuuii Moprona. — Ilenru npespurenbHo pacecmestics. — Ho Ml
oba He 3Ha/M, 4TO UMnepus Mepubpyka O6buta Ha rpaHi GaHKpOTCTBA.
EMy Hy>XHBI OBLITM 3TH J€HBI'H, KOTOPbIE€ JO/DKEH NPHHECTH KOHTPAKT.
U on mocnai coporactepa U3 TOro NOCENIeHUs! HE TOJBKO 3aTeM, YTOOBI
YKpacTh MOH Y€PTEXKH, HO U YTOObI yOUTH MeHs. OHAKO €ro IJIaH Io-
LIeJT HaTrlepeKOCsK, Koraa s caM yOuI1 coporacTepa-Kuiuiepa.

OH 3amoryan, nepeBos AbIXaHHE, U B 3TH HECKOMbKO ceKyHN [ecua-
ueii [ec ykpaakoit B3misHy Ha [lpunypka. Ilpuaypok Apelx ¥ MEPHO
xparnen. Torga Ilecuansiii [lec BHOBE noBepHynca k [lennu.

— Hrak, — CriokoiHO cKa3aj OH, — Ha CIeAyromui JeHs MepuOpyk
CBA3AJICS C BAMH ¥ COOOLIHJT, YUTO MOJULMSA 3HAET, YTO BBl YOWIIH copora-
CTepa, ¥ UTO eCJIU BBl CKaXKeTe XOTh cI0BO MOPTOHY 0 cBOeM u306peTe-
HHUHU Tpexae, 4eM MepuOpyk 3aKOHYMT NOCTPOHKY Teneckona Ha Jlyne
W MONYYHT IUiaty, MepuOpyK AacT MONWLMU OTMALIKy, U Ta apecTyeT
Bac W noxaseAet noa cya. A MepuOpyk HaiiMeT cBuaeTenei, BepHO?

IleHHH B3AOXHY, JIULO €TI0 MOTEMHEJIO.

190



— Tak Bce 1 6p110. U 1 HE MOT HUYErO CIeNarh, s MOYTH YTO MPUHSIT
€ro yCJIOBHA. ..

ICTPUJIBJA YCJIBIIIAJIA ero cioBa, OIVIHYJIach Hepe3 TUieyo,
B €€ I1a3ax [UIeCKaJIOCh MPEe3pEHHE.

— Iloxn yrposo#i 6110 reHHalIbHOE H300peTeHre, — OTpe3ala OHa, — a
THI TIOAHSAN JIAIIKU U clienan Bce U Beex, [lon Iennn. Tl naxke He mose-
PHIICS MHE, HE paccKasall, YTo ceJial MOH oTel, U3 CTpaxa, 4To s Ie-
penam Bce MopToHy Wb, 4To O0Jiee BEPOATHO... — OHA MPE3PUTETHLHO
YCMEXHYJIaCh, — YTO 51 CJIeNIal0 TBOIO XXM3Hb HEBBHIHOCHUMOM, U Tebe ca-
MoMy npHaeTcs Bce pacckasarb Opary. Hy, korna s yBuaena, 4to Thl He
cobupaenibcs MoroBoputh ¢ MopToHOM... — OHa mTyOOKO BIOXHYJNA U
noeepHyiack k [lecqyanomy Ilcy. — 51 aelicTBuTensHO x0Tena, YToObI BB
noxutunu Ilona u yBesznu ero Ha 3eMmo, OTOMY YTO caM OH TyAa Obl
He nosieten. 5l 3Hana, 4To Tak WM MHa4Ye MO# OTeI] 3aCTaBUT €ro NMoHTH
Ha rpss3Hoe cornamenuye. 1o 3Toi npuumnHe s M Aeprkajia CBOero oTna
IOZI IIPULIEJIOM B IOMe, KOr/ja Bolluia B KoMHarty 3a [Ipunypkom... — Ona
B3rsHyna Ha [lpunypka, u ee npekpacHsle ryObl APOrHY/IH B YIIbIOKe. —
A Korja mpuexana NOMULMSA, OTel] CKa3aJl UM, YTO Bbl OBUTH MPOCTHIMH
B3JIOMIIMKAaMH, U 1 BHILIA U3 IOMa BMECTE C MOMHLUEHCKAMH, TaK Kak
NOA03peBaa, YTO OTell MONbITAETCs IOMELIAaTh MHE CAeNaTh TO, YTO 5
HaMepeBajack. S| He 3Haja TOYHO, HO MPOCTO YYBCTBOBAJA, YTO OH Ha-
cTpoeH npotus MeHs. S noexana B Coporacrep-tayH ¢ uaeeil HaHATb
HECKOJIBKO COPOracTepoB H Bce xe nmoxuruth [lona. S BeiGpana nepeoro
’Ke coporacrtepa, KOTOpOro BCTPETHJIA, U OH CKa3ajl MHE, 4YTO YBE3eT
ITona B nocenenue coporacrepos. Ho coporacrep npemynpenusn MeHs,
YTO, IOMUMO U€JIOBEUECKHX JICHET; 5 0/DKHa Oyay MpHUBE3TH Mpernapar
071 Ha3BaHUEM KOIXHLMH.

— U BBI NOHATHA HE UMEIM, YTO TaKoe KOJXMUMH? — HaCMELLIHBO
cnpocui ee Ilecuansiii Ilec.

— Tot coporactep ckazaja MHE, YTO 3HAET, KTO 51 TaKas, I03TOMY OH
U MOsABWICA Ha MoeM ImyTd. OH ckasall, YTo MOH OTel] CHaOXKaeT ero
€aMoro U €ero Jpy3ei KOJIXUIMHOM, NIO3TOMY S MOTY HaWTH mperapar
y Hero goma. IlosTtomy s BepHynace JOMON M CHOBA NPUIPO3UIA OTLLY
nucroneroM. Otel pacckasajl MHE, YTO JAcT CKOJIBKO YTOJHO KOJXH-
LMHA, €CIM S CKaXy, IUIS Yero oH MHe moHanobwicsa. S pacckazana.
KonxuuyH on MHe Bee xe otaan. Ha Beskuii ciyuas s npussizana oTua
K Kpecity. HaBepHoe, oH ocBoOOIMIICS U MOeXall 32 MHOH K MOCEICHHUIO
COpOTacTepoB.

Xynomaeoe nuno Ilona IlenHu nepepe3ana kprBas ycMellKa.

— Te1 yMHas upinouka, gfoporas Mos! — ckasan oH. — MHTepecHo, yau-
BUJIACh JIM Thl, KOrzma oOHapy>Xujia y COpOracTepoB Hac TPOMUX BMECTO
MeHs ogHoro? Ho, Bo BCAKOM cilydae, XOpOIIO, YTO BbI HE OTHAJM CO-
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poractepaM cpasy Bech KOJMIXHLHMH. Ho kro-HHOYIb CKakeT MHe, 4epT
MoOepH, YTO TAKOE 3TOT KOJIXHULIMH?

— Bcemy cBoe Bpems, — yabsIOHyncs necyansli Ilec, Ho miasa ero
oCTaBaJMCh cepbe3HbIMH. — Hanerock, BB nonumaere, Ilon, yro o6Bu-
HeHHe B yOUICTBE coporacTepa Bce elle BUCHT Hal BaMH?

— [Norumaro u 1? — npoctonain Ilon IleHHu U ygapun naxoHbo Mo
6enpy. — Teneps, korna MepuOpyk ymep, cTajio TONBKO Xyxe. Ternepb
HUKTO HE CTaHeT Y/EPXKHBATh IOJIMLMIO OT IPECIeN0BaHUA MEHA IO
cyny.

KpoBb orxnbiHyna ot nuua Octpwibabl. OHa Bce BHUMaHUE 0Opa-
TWJIa Ha JOPOTY, HO JIMLIO €€ CTaJI0 UCITyTaHHBIM.

— Her, onu He moryT, Ilon! 3t1o e 6bu1a unucras camooGopoHa! Y
HHX HeT npaBa... O-0... — OHa 3amMoT4asia ¥ yMOJISIOIIE YCTaBWIach Ha
[Iecuanoro Ilca. — Ero Beap He MoryT oTaars noa cyx... Mnu moryt?

— Moryr, — tBepno 3asasui Ilecuansiit Ilec, mopasncs Bnepen U cxan
PYKY DCTPHIIBABI TAK, YTO OHA IOYEMY-TO Cpa3y NPEHCIIONHUIACh Hafle-
)k poit. — Jla, ero ornanyt nop cya. Ho ero onpasnator!

— OITPABJAIOT? — MeaneHHo, pacTIHYB 3TO CJIOBO, MEPECPOCHI
IlenHu, u kapue Iv1a3a ero nNoMpavHenH eie cwibHee. — He BHymaiite
MHE JIOKHBIX Hafiexd. BeposTHo, Bbl 3HaeTe 0 Mapce Kyzna MeHblue,
4yeM cuuTaete. Ellle HUKOMY HHUKOIZa He CXOAWIO ¢ pyK YOUHCTBO co-
poracrepa. YouiicTBo, coBepuieHHOe No moboil npuyuHe. TakoB TyT
3aKOH.

— Bac onpasnator, — HacToiurBo nmoBTopu Necuansiii [Tec. — S obe-
IIal0 BaM 3TO M MOULLTIO Ha CYJl CBOETO MPeCTaBUTENs, KOTOPBIA Npe-
CTaBUT JOKA3aTe/IbCTBAa Ballled IOJNHOH HEBHHOBHOCTH, IOCIE Yero
Bac onpasaaiotr. Bo-nepssix, [Ton [lennu, Bol younu He copozacmepa!
Br! yOunu npencraBuTelNis COBEPIIEHHO MHOTO BHUA Pa3yMHBIX pacte-
Huii. Ccep-Cen ckazan MHe 370. [Tockonbky coporactep, KOTOPOTO BbI
yOusny, ObLJ1 MOTOMKOM €JOKOB KOJIXULMHA.

Iennu u Octpunbaa ObUTM 3aHHTPUTOBAHBI.

— Enoku xonxunuza? — MeaneHHo nepecrnpocu [lenHu.

— Konxuuus, 310 npenapar, BbI3bIBaIOIIMNA MyTalUyM y pacTE€HHH, —
nosiciun necyansiii Ilec. — Ha 3emne ero orkpeinu eme B 1940-x ro-
nax. Ilpu ero nmomomu co3gany coTHH MyTauui y pacreHuil. Ilpuiem
MYTaHTBl 3TH OKa3aJMCh COBEPLIEHHO MHBIMH PAaCTEHHAMH, YeM Te,
U3 KOTOPBIX OHH BO3HUKIM. Tak ke, Kak MOTOMKH €A0KOB KOJIXHIIMHA
MIONTHOCTBIO OTIMYAIOTCS OT CBOMX poauTened. Yem ornuuarorcs? Hy,
BO-TIEPBBIX, Y MyTaHTOB MOABHIIUCH BCE YEJIOBEYECKUE IMOLIMH U HEXe-
JaTeNbHbIe YeNnoBeYeCKHe Ka4eCTBa — XKaqHOCTh, HEHABHCTh, CTPAcThb K
yOuiicTBam, KpaxxaM, JDkH. Bo-BTOpbIX, 1 Mog03peBaio, 4YTo MPOH30LLIH
U KaKue-TO (pU3UUecKre U3MEHEHMs, HO B MEPBYIO OYepelb, MyTalMH
KOCHYJIMCh UX TICUXMKU. JTO S M IMEIO B BUIY, KOrJja FOBOPIO, YTO HU-
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KaKkoll HCTHHHBIA cOporacTep He IpPH3HAeT COPOracTepoB-MyTaHTOB
CBOMMH COpoANYaMH. Y UCTHHHBIX COPOracTepOB OHM BBI3BIBAIOT JIMILE
OTBpallleHHe. A 3TO O3HavaeT, 4yTo Bbl, [leHHH, yOunu He coporacrepa,
MO3TOMY HHKAKOH CyJl Bac He ocyauT!

U Ilecuansiii [lec pazpanuicd Ha CHACHUH U3 CUHTEKOXKH, BBITAHYB U
CKPECTHB HOTH, U yNbI0asCh, KaK YeJIOBEK, IOBOJILHBIA peIICHUEM TPY-
Hoit npo6iemsl. ITockonbky npoGnema AeficTBuTeNnBEHO Oblna peLieHa!
Korna Bnactu OyayT yIOBIETBOPEHBI O CYLUECTBOBAHHH MOCEICHUS My -
TAHTOB, OHO OyIeT cTepTo ¢ JMua mycTblHU. CaMuM ke MyTaHTaM — a
UX CMEJIO MOJKHO Ha3BaTh «HApPKOMaHaMM» — CTAHET TPYAHO J00bIBaTh
KOJIXHLIMH, a 6e3 Hero oHW BEIMpPYT. Tak 3Ta npobnemMa JTMKBHOMPYETCS
cama mo cebe, a Ilecuansrit Ilec, ynuBieHo MOAHSAB OpPOBH, OTMETHI,
410 npobneMsl, BctaBume Mexay [Tonom [lennu u Octpunsaol Mepu-
Opyk, Toxke Bpoze Obl pazpemnnuck. [lockoneky, mocie Toro, Kak 3Ha-
yenue ciioB [1ca qouuto 1o ocranbHbIX, [IeHHH HEBHATHO pobGopMoTan
YTO-TO B CBOE€ ONpPaBJIaHHE U IepeCe)] Ha TECHOE BOIUTEIbCKOE CHIICHHE
pAIOM ¢ OCTPHIBIOH.

IMecuansiii [Tec npukpeUT K1a3a, OTKUHYB Ha3aj roioBy. EMy 6bu10
SICHO, YTO TECHOTa BOIWTENILCKOTO CHACHHA Oblna, B JAHHOM Ciy4ae,
IOCTOMHCTBOM. ..

CIIYCTS HEJAEJIIO nBoe, TmaTeIbHO MOOPHTHIX, MPHOAEBIINXCS
U Jaxe He 0e3 mapMa, MeUIeHHBIM, [IPOTyJIOYHBIM LIAroM LA 1O Of-
HOMY M3 MHOTOYHCIIEHHBIX nepeynkoB benpBumns. bonee Beicokuii U3
HHX [TOMaXHBaJI TPOCTOYKOM B JICBOH pyKe, a IIPaBOM >KeJIE3HOH XBaTKOM
JiepaKaJl TMof, PyKy CBOEro KOMIIaHbOHA, KOTOPbIH MOINATBIBAJICS, TOYHO
TNbSHBIN.

— Tak He MoxeT GoJiblle MPoaOIKaThes, — OopMoTan cebe moa Hoc
Tyno#t IIpunypok. — 51 moimkeH, HakoHell, BeICTaTbeA. JlomkeH mpo-
cnarb He 4ac, He BOCEMb 4acOB, HE JCHb M Jaxke He Hezaemo. S xody
npocnars rog 6e3 nmpoceiny. Her, nontopa! Ecnm 1 He BBICIUIIOCH, TO
ympy. Bocc, nouemy mor ne nossonsewv mne svicnamoca?

— Te1 cian uenyto Henenro, — HarnoMHu emy Ilecuansiii Iec.

OH 1aBHO NPHUBLIK U K 3TOMY OOPMOTaHHMIO, M K JIFOOOMBITHBIM MpH-
CTaJIbHBIM B3MVIAAaM, KOTOPBIMHM IPOBOXKAJIM MX Mapo4Ky HEMHOIOYHMC-
JIEHHBIE MPOXOXKHUE.

— Bceero nums Henento, — npoctoHan [Ipuypok, coqporHyBIIKCE. —
Ia s Toneko-ToNnbKo 3acHyl. [Ipocto 3agpeman. S nums cobupancs Kak
crnenyeT ycHyTh. M TyT THI pa3Oynun MeHs!

— 51 no4YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO JIOJDKEH Pa3OyauTh T€Os U MPHUBECTH B 3TOT
paiioH, — ¢ moctouHcTBoM ckasan Ilecuansiii Ilec, — B koTopoMm, Ha-
CKOJILKO MHE HW3BECTHO, CKPBIBAE€TCS OINMH HM3BECTHBIH NPECTYIMHHK.
Kcraru, 510 Hau foir. ..

Tlpumypok momarHyncs.
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— Jla ruieBaTh MHE Ha JIOJIT, — IPOJOJDKAIT OH YKaJIOBAThCS 32 CBOIO 3ITYIO
cynn0y. — M Ha BCAKUX TaM NPeCTyIHUKOB. 51 TOJBKO X04y BhIcnaThes. S
XO04y CHaTh, IOKAa HE COCTapIOCh U He NOCeIEr0, U He 00pacTy BOJIOCaMH
TakK, uTo Oyxy 60poly HCIONb30BaTh B KauecTBe oaesia. S xody chars,
THOKa. ..

BHe3anHO 5TOT IIMpOKOIUIEYMi KOpOThIlIKa, kotoporo IlecuaHblii
Ilec ¢ TpynoM ynmepxHBal B BEPTHKAJIBHOM IOJIOXKEHHUH, MpeTeprien
yAUBHUTENbHBIE U3MeHeHHs. OH pe3Ko BBHINPSAMMIICS, €ro pacciableH-
HbI€ MBILILBI HANIPAIIUCH, BJIOE JIULO 3acThulo. [T1a3a ¢ onmyLieHHBIMU
BEKaMU MIHOBEHHO pacmaxHyauch. OH TpAXHYN ¢ cebs moaiepKuBaro-
mryro pyky Ilca u nowen cam, yxe HU Kaneabky He LIaTasch, NpsAMO B
TEMHOTY 0J1aroyXxarolero BCeMH pa3sHOBHIHOCTSIMH ITOMOEB II€pEyYIIKa.

— O-o!.. — mpotsaHya oH. — Yro-To npoucxoaut, 6occ. S dyBCTBYIO
sto. Tam, Buepenu. Ilotioem-ka bvicmpee!

Cnabas yneibka Ha ry6ax Ilecuanoro Ilca crana mmupe, korga 4dyB-
CTBO HAaJIBUTaIOLIEHCs ONAaCHOCTH BEPHYIIO €ro TOBapHIna K >ku3Hu. Kak
Bceraa. M xu3Hp O6bu1a X0polua, ¥ KHTh cTasio xopouo. [Ipuknroyenue
3BaJI0 UX, MAHWIO, PUKITIOYEHHE, CMEPTEIHHO OMAacHOE, HO He0OX0HU-
Moe. [ToroMy 4TO JTHIIB MPH €ro MPUOIKEHUH MO-HACTOSALIEMY NPOCHI-
nasics Tyno#i Ilpunypoxk.

The Sandhound strikes, (Planet Stories, 1945, Spring), nep. Anopeii
bypyes
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3A KUMNSALWEN 30HOU

CEJIOE JINIIO nepeoro nMoMouiHUKa kanuraHa 6suno 6neqHo. Io-
ClleTHHE IeCATh MUHYT OH JIepKaJl MbICIIH Npu cebe, Ho GonbLie He MoT
atoro BeiHecTH. CrienHanbHoe cyaHo «OTBara» majajio noj yrjioM Ha
Krydyro noepxHocts ConHua. Kopabnb 6611 yke B cTpaliHON «30He
KUMNEHHUA», U JIMIIb HOBEHIINe TeIUIoBble 3KpaHbl I pUMCOHa cnacanu
ero ot rubenu.

MepkypHuii ocraics gajleko Mo3aaud. A BIEpPEeaH — €CIH BEPHTH Ka-
nutady Yaisunay Tpacky — 6si1a niaHera Bynkan. Bot Tonbko Hurzae B
npenesiax MAUTHOHA KHJIOMETPOB OHH He BHJEIH HUKAKMX MPH3HAKOB
3TOM TpaHc-MepKypHaHckoi riaHetsl. Ho Kop6mu moHumMan, uro gaxe
€CJIH OHa IJIe-TO M €CTh Ha PacCTOSSHHH MWJUTHOHA KWJIOMETPOB, TO KO-
pabnb 1 skunax obparATcs B nenen npexuae, 4eM aobepyrcs 10 Hee.

OH noBepHyncs K Tpacky, KOTOpbI# CIIOKOHHO CHJIEN B KATUTaHCKOM
KpecJe, He BbIKa3biBasd HH MaJielluel TPeBOrH OT TOro, YTO MOCHUIAET
KopabJib Ha BEpHYIO THOeb.

— BBl ygepenui, 4TO 51 He HOJDKEH OTMEHUTH Ball MOCIESAHHU#H MPHUKa3,
KanuraH?

Tpack xJ1aAHOKPOBHO BCTPETHJI €r0 B3VIAL.

— Kopabnb nomkeH ocraBaTbes Ha Kypce elle NMATHAALUATh MHHYT C
YCKOPEHHEM B MOJOBHHY «XKe».

— Ho uepe3 mecsaTb MMHYT MONETAT TEIUIOBbIE SKpaHbl! — BbIMATMI
Kop6inu.

Tpack OTKpbUT 3aMMCHYIO KHIKKY M NEPETUCTHY CTPaHULIbI.

— Yepes necaTh MUHYT HaM y>ke He OHAoO0ATCS TeIUIOBBIE SKPaHBI.
PoBHO B ceMpb copok math, Muctep Kopbnu, Hama ckopocTh Oyaer
YMEHbLIEHA PUMEPHO [0 CEMH JECATHIX KHIOMETPa B CEKYHAY, H 9KHU-
M)k CTAHET FOTOBUTHCA K MOCATKE. ’

— K nocanke? — xpuruio nepecnpocun Kop6nu. — Ho kyna caautbes,
€CJIM B paiiyce MWLUIHOHA KWJIOMETPOB HET HH Cle/a IUIaHeThl?

— Bl nony4nnu npukas, — xonoaHo orBeTHn Tpack.

C xpunisiM npokiatueM Kop6iiu nmoaHec k rybam TpyOKy U cBs3ancs
C MAaIIMHHBIM OT/EJICHHEM.

BTOPAYEM BO3AYXE MalIdiHHOTO OTAEJIEHHA, C 3aBBIBAIOLIHMH
Ha TOJIHOH MOLIHOCTH JBHMrarefsiMH ButreHOepra, riaBHbIi HHXKEHED
Jhxkum Bpuni HenoBepYMBO CMOPIUMIICSH, BHICITYIIAB IEPBOro MOMOLL-
HUKa. 3ateM Opocun TpyOKy Ha pbluar, a Ija3a ero MeTajld SpOCTHbIE
MOJTHHH.
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— HammM kopabneM kOMaHIyeT NCHX HEHOPMAJIbHbIH! — Mpopesen
OH CBOHMM JIIOAAM. — EMy HeZIoCTaToyHO TOro, 4ro OH IHOCiall Hac 3a
opbury Mepkypus, B KUISLIyIO 30HY. EMy HenocTaro4Ho, 4To OH Be-
JIIT HaM MNoAaBarh 6onblIe d3Hepriuy Ha BurreHOepru, Koraa npekpacHo
3HAaeT, YTO TEIUIOBBIE SKPaHbl BOT-BOT CAOXHYT. Tak HET ke, OH MPHKa-
3bIBae€T HaM TOTOBHUTHCS K nocaodke!.. K mocaake Ha IuiaHeTy, KOTOPOH
3[ech U BOBCE HeT!

U oH pa3pa3uics IMKUM, HEBEPSIIHM CMEXOM.

Ero nomyuHeHHbie CTONMWIMCE BOKPYT, YTO-TO yCIoKauBaroule 6op-
Moua. OIMH U3 NOXWIBIX HHXECHEPOB, OTBEYaIOIIMX 32 IPOBOAKY H aK-
KyMYJIATOPBI, CKa3al ¢ O4eHb CEPhE3HbIM JIULIOM:

— He cnemmre ¢ BeiBogamu, JDxuM. Tpack He peGeHok. OH B mpo-
myIoM rogy nomyuui IlynuToepa — npus o acTpOHOMHMHM U acTpOHAaBH-
raiu. Jlymaio, OH 3HaeT, 4To AeNaer.

Jlvmio Bpunna nobarposerno.

— 3HaeT, 4TO JenaeT? — B3peBes OH, CXBaTWJI CTapHKa 3a OTBOPOTHI
KypPTKHY H IUKO 3atpsc. — Bel xotuTe, 4T06BI MBI IOJDKAPUIIMCH TYT, Aa?
Jla MHe 11eBaTh, 4TO OH OTKpPBII TaM KaKylo-TO HOBYIO koMeTy! OH pac-
Tepsut nocneaaue mo3ru! OH mpocTo pexHycs!

AKKyMyJIATOPIIMK TEpIEIHBO >KAal, NMoka bpwin mepectaHer ero
TPACTH.

— HaMm He Ha 4TO >kaoBaThCs, — HalIOMHIJI OH. — Tpack ckazai, 4To
9T0 OyAeT 3a MoJeT, Korna HaHuMan Hac Ha Mapce. OH 4ecTHO cKa3zall,
4yro 3T0 OyzmeT omacHas 3kcnenuuus. [Ipenynpenun, 4ro eMy Hy>KHbBI
TOJIBKO 106poBONIBLBL. M1 MBI BCe COITTACHIIUCH JIETETh C HUM K IIaHeTe
Bynkxan Ha noucku nokropa JDxona Cnonaunra. To, 4ro MBI emie He
BUIUM BynkaH, He 03Ha4aeT, 4TO MBI M HE YBUAKM €T0, TaK Befb?

Bpunn otmycTii ero U BeIpyracs.

— U xorna mel Haiiziem ero, a? — nnpoxpunen oH. — Korna kpoBb 3aku-
nUT y Hac B sxunax? Tpack MareMaTHK M YUCTBIH TeopeTUK. OH U MOHS-
THUS HE UIMEET, KaK YIpaBsiTh kopabneM Ha npakTuke. Bce cBou 3HaHUs
OH MOYEPIHYJ U3 KHAUT. B oTiHyMe oT Hac, NOMyYMBIINX X HA TOPHKOM
omnbiTe. BepHO 51 roBopro? — OH NMOBEPHYJCA K CBOUM MoAsAM. — BeI co
MHoit? [Ipexparum 310 6e3ymue?

Xonmnoysi, CrielMaIucT 1o BaKyyMHbBIM ¢HepaM, MpadyHO KHBHYIL.

— Msi ¢ Bamu, [xum. Bequte Hac!

CepauTbiii pONOT MOATBEPIAMII €0 CJIOBA.

C muxoii ycMmemxo bpuiin noBepHyics U cTan NOAHHUMATLCS MO Kpy-
TOH MeTaNTN4ecKoii NeceHke. HxeHephl MociieoBaIM 32 HUM.

KAIIMTAH YAMHJI Tpack yc/ibIlan TONMOT HOT B KOPHIOPE OJTHO-
BpeMeHHO ¢ Kop6nu. Kop6iu BCkourI Ha HOTH U IIarHyJ K MPo3pavHoi
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aBepH, Opocun TONBKO

OJTHH B3IJIA B KOPHIOP U %@E@N@

HoBepHyJIcs, OrenHes.

— Havanocp, — 3am- THEIE o
KasCh, BBIJABHI OH. — S @_H | |

3HAJI, YTO OHHU HE 3aXOTAT
BBITIOJIHATD OTOT MPHKa3.

Ilepesim B pyOKy By
BopBayics bpui. 3a HUM ROSS ROCKLYNNE
BTHCHyﬂHCB OCTaJIbHBIC, Close to the Sun, Farthmen
O6paaya nonyxpyr mowne e e e il
Tpacka. bpumn ynep
3aMavykaHHble  CMa3KoM
pyKH B IIMpoKHe Ooka.

— Hy, u utO BBI XOTHTE cHenaTh? — HEXO-
POILO YCMEXasCh, 3asBUI OH.

— Mbl npuuM ckaszarb, YToObI BbI HEME/-
JIEHHO pPa3BOpavyMBaIi kopabiib, WK Mbl CAMU
c/ieniaeM 3T0.

Tpack B3MIAHYJI HA CBOW Hapy4HbIE Yachl.

— Ecnu BBl HEMeIeHHO He BEpHETeCh Ha
CBOM MeCTa, TO 4epe3 LIECTh C TMOJOBUHOM
MUHYT «OTBara» MoTepIuUT KpyLICHUE.

bpunn nopakeHHO ycTaBWICS Ha HEro.

— Cuplluany, Mbl MOTEPNUM KpylueHue! —
3a0paji oH. — BoTkHeMcs B IUIaHeTy, KOTOPOM
3/1ech Het!

— IlpaBunbHO, — TOYHO HANWJIBHHK, MPO-
ckpuren ronoc Tpacka. — B minaHety, Ha KOTOpPYIO TpH Mecsla Ha3aj
Belcagmics gokrop bxon Crnonaunr. Mnu, ckopee, He npuzeMiuics, a
ynaj Ha Hee — KaK YNaJeM U Mbl, €ClIi Yepe3 eCTh C NOJOBUHONH MHU-
HYT He BpyOMM TOpPMO3HbIE IBUraTe/Id Ha MOJIHYO MOLIHOCTb.

— bennmiii kanuran Tpack, — HacMeUUTMBO MPOBOpPKOBaN bpun. —
Pa3Be OH He 3HaeT, YTO TEIUIOBBIC 3KPAHBI HE BBHIJEPKAT eIl 1IeCTb
MUHYT? Pa3Be OH He mpoues B KHHUTraX, YTO JaXK€ TEIUIOBbIE SKpPaHBI
I'pumcoHa He MoryT paboTars BeuHO?

— Yepes aBe MUHYTBHI, — OTBeTH Tpack, — >kapa npekparurcsa. On-
Hako s OyZy 4ecTeH C BaMH M 3aiiMy MHHYTY CBO€TrO BPEMEHH IS TMOJI-
HOTO OOBACHEHHS. . .

Bput He nan emy 3akoH4YHTH. O4EBHIHO, OH COOOPA3WIL, YTO MPOTHUB
KaMEeHHOH CTEHBI JIy4Ilie HUCIIONB30BaTh TKENBIH MOJOTOK, TO3TOMY
BBIOpan TakTHKY Tapana. OH Opocuica Ha Tpacka, KOTOpEIi, OABICKH-
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Bas MPOCTHIE CIIOBA [T OOBICHEHUS CUTYalluH, He OBbUI FOTOB K Hanaze-
HHIO. 3IOpOBEHHBIH Kynak bpuia ynapui ero B mogboponok.

— Hypaxu! Habutsle 1ypaku ¢ KypHHBIMH MO3ramH!..

Bbpunn ynapun ero ewe pa3s, 4 Tpack BeUIETEN € Kpecia Ha Mo, 1o-
TEPSAB CO3HAHUE.

OuHyJICS OH OT NOTPSACILIEro Bechk kopabilb yaapa.

3a HHM MOCHEeOoBall psAA TONYKOB, OpPOCHBIIMX KallUTaHa IMOOYe-
pEOHO Ha BCe CTEHBI KaKOro-TO IyCTOro MOMEILUEHHs, 3aTeM OH yIanl Ha
noJ, a kopabune eme pas cogporuyncs u 3arux. M Tyt Tpack nows, yro
HPOU30ILLIO.

bopsce ¢ ronoBoKpyKEHHEM, OH C TPYAOM IOJHAICA HAa HOTH, U Ha-
mynan asepb. Ho asepb Obula 3anepra. BipoueM, He NpoUuUIo U NMATH
MHHYT, KaK 3a HEIO IOCIIBIIIANKCh TsDKENble ar. J[seps pacnaxHynacs,
Y 3a Hel okazaincs Bpwui ¢ nepexomeHHsIM TULOM. [T1aBHas kpeica B
3[elIHEM KPBICATHHKE.

— Kopabnp noreprien kpyieHne, KanuTaH, — XpUIo ckasain bpuwn. —
Hawm Hy>XHBI Ballld COBETHI.

TPACK ITPUCTAJIBHO nornsaen Ha Hero.

— U uto e ciryunnocs?

— City4mnnoch TO, 4TO BbI U CKa3aJid. MBI yxe MPUTOTOBHIIUCH MOBO-
pauuBaTh kopabiib, HO He ycresnu. BHe3anHo OH oka3ascs B MoJIe TAro-
TeHus. IlnaHeTa CIOBHO BBINPHITHYNA U3 MyCTOTHl. — OH HEAOBEPYUBO
CTHUCHYJI I'yOBI.

— Ora wiaHera aByMepHasi, bpuni, — ckazan Tpack.

— JIByMepHas?.. — BelTyum masza bpunn. — [loMorure Mue, kanuraH,
€CJTH [yMaeTe, YTO MOXKeTe YTO-HUOYb CHesaTh, MOKa MbI TYT OKOHYa-
TENBHO HE 3a)KapHJINCh. ..

— Tenepp BBI MOHAH, YTO 51 UMEN B BULY? — TOPHKO YCMEXHYJICA €My
Tpack. — [Inanera uMeet aBa u3aMepeHus. Bbl npocTo He moBepwin Obl
MHE Ha CJIOBO.

OH noBepHy/Cs U HanpaBwics B pyOKy ynpasnenus. bpumn, pyrasice
IIETIOTOM, MOCIIEAO0BAI 32 HUM.

V nepennero skpana cros1 Koponu u 6ecrioMOLHO ITIsA/IeNT Ha HEro.
3aTeM NnoaBJIeHHO MOBEPHYJICH, yciblaB mark Tpacka. Tpack npuHro-
Xajicsl ¥ OLYTHII B pyOKe CKBO3HSK.

Kop6nu kuBHYJ ¢ HECHaCTHBIM BUZIOM.

— V Hac Teub B TPIOME HOMED /1Ba, — JOJIOKHII OH.

— Bosayx xots 651 B nopsiike, — oTBeTHA Tpack, IOAXoAs K HEMY.

Ha skpane ero rma3am npezcTaa IlaHeTa ¢ IbIIHOH 3eJIeHOH pacTH-
TEeJIBHOCTBIO, XOJIMAMH B Topam¥ 3a HUMU. Ho nnaHeTa BhIMAAeNa Tak,
CJIOBHO Toxke motepnena karactpody. Ilpu Gonee nmpucranbHOM pac-
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CMOTPEHUH CTAIH BUAHBI TyOOKHE MPOBANIBI M yIIEbs, XOIMbI ObUTH
ycessHbl KaMEHHbIMHM OOJIOMKaMH M BCIIaXaHHO# 3emieil. I'pomanHblie
KYCKH CKaJl BBIIVLAZIENM TaK, CJIOBHO KaKHe-TO FMraHThl MOIIBBIPSIN X
B CKJIOHBI.

Kop6mu nopasan pyky u 6ecrioMolnHo ykazan Ha 3kpaH. B BepxHeit
nonoBuHe 3kpana Bucesio Conxue. Ho ato 66010 He To ConHIle, Kakoe
JIFOIM MPUBBIKIM BUAETH. DTO OBUT MPOCTO XKEIThIH KPYT, SBHO HE UMEB-
i rryOuHbL. JIByMepHBId KpyT.

— B kakom coctossHum kopabnb, muctep Kopbnu? — cipocun Tpack.

— CorHyTsI U 3a0UTHI 3aHHe AIO3bI U ABE BCIIOMorareibHbie ¢op-
CYHKH, — osoxxun Kop6m.

Tpack nosepHysicsa k Bpuiny.

— 3710 Bama enapxus. Bel Mo)keTe BOCCTaHOBUTH UX?

Bpunn TyT ke BcnoTen.

— Her, xanuTaH, — XpUIUio MpousHec OH. — MBI MOXeM BBINPABHTH
JIO3BI M BEPHYTh UM IIPEXHIOIO GOpMY, HO UX KPOHUMOGAA OONULIOBKA,
BEPOATHO, MOTPECKaach, a KPOHUmM He NOAJAETCs CBapke. Y Hac Haii-
JeTcs 3anacHas oOJIMLIOBKA, HO 1OCI€ PEMOHTA I03bl CMOTYT BBIAEP-
JKUBaTh paboTy OBUraTesis TOJIHKO HA MUHUMAJIBHOH MOLIHOCTH. A Mu-
HUMaJIbHas MOIIHOCTb He NOJIHUMET HaC C IJTAHETBHI.

— Ot0 nomkHO OBITH CleNlaHo, — TepneauBo ckasan Tpack. — Kpome
TOT0, PEMOHT HY>KHO TPOHM3BECTH He JONbLIE, YeM 3a TPH AHS, MHaye
MBI 3aCTPSIHEM 371€Ch Ha CEMb JIET, TI0Ka I1IaHEeTa He 3aBepIIUT 000poT
Bokpyr ConHua.

— Cewmb Jsiet?! — Kopbnu Henosepuuso noxocuics Ha Tpacka. — Ho y
IUIAHETHI, pacIoNoKeHHOH Tak 65u3Ko K CONHILY, "o/l He MOXKET IITUThCS
Tak gonro. OH qomkeH ObITh Iie-To B Npejesiax JABaJLaTH JHEH.

— V 5T0i1 naHeThl, — ¢ HAXKUMOM cKasan Tpack, — roJ AJUTCS CEMb
3€MHBIX JIET.

JIMIIO BPHAJLJIA TyT e cTano BpaXIeOHbIM.

— OTO HEBO3MOXHO, — YIPAMO CKa3aJ OH.

— U ConHue Takoe HeBO3MOXKHO, — oTBeTU1 Tpack. — Toneko B3MIs-
HuTe Ha Hero. OHo aByMepHoe. ConHue, 3eMiis U Bce 3BE31bl TeNephb
Ui Hac ByMepHbIe. — Tpack 3aKypun curapeTy u yctaBuics Ha bpuina
XOJIOHBIM B3[IAI0M. — 1 — He NOTepsBLIMICS B Jiecy peOeHOK, KaK BbI
BooOpaxaere cebe, bpui. [Inanery Bynkan Habmonany, kak TOUKy Ha
¢one ConHua, ¢ mocieqHeld MONOBUHBI AeBiTHaAuaroro Beka. Korna
HacTalia 9pa KOCMHYECKHUX T0JIETOB, YYeHbIe Haualld UCKaTh €€ CHOBA, U
3a MOCJIEIHIOIO Mapy BEKOB MHOTHME aCTPOHOMbI BUAENHU €€ Ha KaKOH-TO
MMT, HO OHHM HE MOITH NMOJOWTH J0cTaroyHo 6musko k ConHiyy, 4ToOb!
NOITBEPAUTH CBOU HabmoneHus. 51 cobpan Bce GpakTel U pacyeThl, U OHH
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MOBEJAIA MHE, YTO TaKOe Ha caMoM Jelie BynmkaH, CKOJNBKO JJIUTCS €ro
roJ ¥ MHOTHE JIpyr'Hie Ba)KHbIE CBeCHHs. B mpoIIoM rofy s oTAall Bce
pacdersl Cnonmunry. Ero xopabnp Ob11 060pyaoBaH HOBBIMH TEILIO-
BBEIMH 3KpaHamu [ puMcoHa, ¥ OH oTnipaBmiIcsS Ha moucku Bynkana. Ka-
JKeTcs, Tereph A 3Halo, IoYeMy OH He BepHyJics. B mepurenvu Byikan
HaXOJIUTCA B MOJIOBUHE MHJUTHOHA KuitioMeTpoB oT ColnHia, B aderuu —
MIUTHOH. 1 B adenmum, mpMepHO Ha TP MUHYTBI, OH BBIXOJIMT U3 Y€T-
BEPTOro u3MepeHus. — Tpack 3aMeTHI BRIpaXKEHHE JIHI] CBOUX cobecen-
HUKOB M CKyIO ycMexHyscsa. — He mubko-to 3agupaiite Hochl. Tonbko
NpeacTaBbTe, KakKue rpoOMajIHbIe CHIBI U JedopMaliii HaXoasaTCs BO3Je
Connna. [IputsxeHue 37ech mpocTo HemMoBepHoe. M oHO m3rubaer
cBetoBele Tyud. Kpome Toro, ono gedopmupyer opobury Mepkypus, a
TOT HaXONUTCS B TPUALATH MIJUIMOHaX kminoMerpoB ot Comana. Yro
ke MOXET IMPOU30MTH C IUIAHETOH B HONyMWIIHOHE KHJIOMETPOB OT Ha-
mero ceetuna? Kak pas To, yro ciayunnocs ¢ BynkanoM. Yynosummsoe
nosie TaroreHus CoNHIA CABUHYJIO OJTHO U3 K HOPMAJIbHBIX» U3MEPEHU
IUTAHETHI 1 TEM CaMbIM BTOJIKHYJIO €€ B UeTBepToe usMepeHue. Y Byn-
KaHa M OCTajIbHOI 4yacTH BcenenHol, Bxmouas u caMo CoHIE, €CTh
TOJIBKO JIBA OOIIMX U3MepeHus. [ Ha BynkaH cHapy»u rpaBUTALH-
OHHO# AedOpMALIH, MBI MOXKEM YBHIETh TONBKO JIBYMEPHYIO ILTAHETY.
Cros e Ha camoM ByrnkaHe, B 4eTBEpTOM H3MEpPEHHH, 3aMEHSIOIUM
0o0BIYHOE Hallle TPEThe, Mbl BUJHM BCIO OCTalbHYIO BceneHHyro nBy-
MEpHOMU. DTO K€ TaK MPOCTO.

Kopbnu apoxaiuei pykod NpUriiaiui CBOU Ceble BOJIOCHI.

— 3Hauwr, Tarorenue CoiHIA nedOPMUPYET TAIOKE U BpeMs, — Mel-
JIeHHO mporoBopul oH. — [Toaromy noner Bynkana Bokpyr ConHia 3a-
HUMAET CEMB JIeT.

— Tpu nms, — ckaszan Tpack, — BynkaH HaxonuTcs B caMoi JanbHEH
Touke oT CONHLA, IIe MOXKET BBICKAJIb3bIBATh U3 KOKOHA YETBEPTOIO H3-
MepeHUs B «OOBIYHbIe» HAaIH Tpu. M 3a 3T0 BpeMs MbI IOJDKHBI yOpaThcs
orciona — BMecte co Cnongunrom. Eme s 3a0p11 Bam 106aBUTh, — CyX0
CKa3zaJl OH, — YTO JIETKO MOMACTh B YETBEPTOE U3MEPEHUE — JJIS STOrO
HY>HO TMPOCTO MPHONHU3UTECA K COJHILY, — HO HE TaK-TO NPOCTO HAWTH
MyTh U3 Hero. J{ns 3Toro MbI AOMDKHEI HAOpaTh CKOPOCTh yOeraHus — a
OHa COCTaBJIIeT HEMaTyto BenuuuHy. M Ha Bce 3To Bynkan orBeer Ham
BCETO JIUIIb TPH MUHYTHL. BO3MOXXHO, 10 3T0ii npuynHe CIIONAMHT U He
CyMell BEpHYThCS.

Bpun yniepes pykoii B IBEPHO#! KOCSIK, IJ1a3a €ro yrproMo OiecTesiu.

— Bam crnienoBano ckazare HaM BCE 3TO MPEXAE, Y€M Mbl IOKHHYJIIH
Mapc, — XpHIIo 3asgBHII OH.

— Moxert, u cnenopano, — kuBHyn Tpack. — Ho, kak MareMatuk, s
3HAIO, YTO MHOTHME UCTHHBI CJIUIIIKOM HEBEPOSTHBL, YTOOBI B HHX IMOBE-
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pHI KTO-TO, HE SABJIOLIMICSA MaTeMaTHkoM. Sl pacckasan BaM TO, YTO
CUMTaN BOXHBIM, U MpeayNpenwI, YTO B 3TOH SKCHeAULUH Hac Oyner
XJaTte MHOro onacHocted. B pybke nepen karactpodoii s nomsitancs
JaTh BaM MoyiHoe obbsicHeHue. Ho BBl He MoXkenanu BICTyIIATh €r0. —
OH no)xaJ1 nyIeyaMy U Iowie 1o naHaycy. — Sl He CHUMalo ¢ ceds CBOIO
4acTh BUHBI, Bpuiu, — cka3ayl OH Hamocie1oK.

TEJECKOII OCTAJICS uensiM U HeBpeaIUMBIM, Tak 4To Tpack
NOJHSJICS K HEMY M CeJl B KpeciIo oleparopa.

Hackonbko oH Mor BuIeTh, MOBCIOAY OBbLIH 0Ka3aTeNbCTBA KAKOIO-TO
Y>KacHOro 3eMJieTpsceHHs, OyKBaJbHO COPBABILErO FOPhI M XOJIMBI € OC-
HoBaHui. Ho nmoyemy? Pasmbimnenus Tpacka Obutv npepBaHbl, KOraa B
OT/AJIEHHOH TONIMHE OH YBHJIEN HEYTO ITOXO0Xee Ha ropojl, HeOobIIOoi
roposi, HO AOCTAaTOYHBIH I TOrO, YTOOBI CIYXKHThH HOKAa3aTeIbCTBOM
CYLIECTBOBAHHUS 3A€Ch pa3yMHOH XKH3HH.

Tpack ciycruics B pyOKy.

— Munax B JecsaTd orciona ecth ropoa. Ecnu 3neimnnue oburtarenu
JIOCTAaTOYHO Pa3BHUThIE, TO, MOXKET, Mbl CyMEEM BCTYIIUTh C HUIMH B KOH-
TaKT, U OHHM JaxyT HaM xpoxum. — OH B3DIAHYJ Ha 3aCThIBLIEE JIHLO
Bpunna. — A noka uto GyaeT XopoIlo, eCliv Bbl 3aCTaBUTE CBOUX JIFOAEH
NPUHATBCA 33 MOYMHKY MOTHYTHIX q103. Yepes nomdaca Mbl BBIXOAUM.

Uepe3 monmuaca OHU BBIIUIM Ha pa3Belky. Jloka3areNlbCTB 3emiie-
TPSICEHHs1 CTAHOBUIIOCH Bce Oonblie, oka OHU OBICTPO MPOIBUTAIIUCDH
Brepen. JIBakapl OHH IepeceKald UTMHHBIE MOJIOCH KPacHOM MbUIH
¥ CTPOUTENbHBIX O0KOB. Bee BhIMIANENO Tak, CIIOBHO IOpo ApOCTHO
TOJIKHYJIU C OHOM cTOpOHbI. Heckonpko pas npuxoaunock nepecekarhb
YILEIBS.

Bonpuryro wacte Bpemenu CosHile BUCENIO B HeOe TUIOCKUM KPYIoM,
HO MHOTIIa HAYMHAJIO CTPAaHHO MCKaXaThCs, CTAHOBACH OBAJIbHBIM, BbI-
TAHYTHIM H Ja)K€ YMEHBIIAJIOCh B Pa3Mepax.

— BynkaH cnenyer B ueTBepTOM H3MEPEHHH IO CBOEH opbuTe, — nosic-
Hun Tpack. — 51 oueHb COMHEBaKOCh, BO3MOXKHO JIM 9Ty OpOUTY onMcarhb
mareMaruueckd. Ero neru u cnupanu tak GJIM3KH, KaK TOJIbKO MOXKHO
cebe mpeacraBuTh. BeposaTHo, 310 00BACHSET, oueMy TpebyeTcs ceMb
JIeT, YTOOBI MPOJIETETh MO BCe [UTHHE 3TOH OPOUTHI, a TaKkKe OOBIACHIET
CTOJIb MaJIoe KOJIM4ECTBO NOTy4yaeMoro Temia. Bpems u npocTpaHcTBO
TyT nedopmupoBassl. KonuuecTBo Temia, kKOTopoe NojyyaeT 3Ta Iuia-
HeTa, OOyCJIOBJIEHO TeM, YTO IUIaHeTa MOMY4MT 3a ABaauars gHed. Ho
TOJIBKO 5TO TEIUIO PacTAHYTO Ha CEMb JIET.

Hukro He 3aMeTnn IBM)KEHHs B 3apOCLIEM JIECOM CKJIOHE ClieBa OT
HHX. A K TOMY BPEeMEeHH, KaK OHH YCJIBIIIAIH CTYK IIaroB y ce0s 3a CIu-
HOM, ObLTO y>ke no3aHo. Uro-To ynapuno Tpacka no rosnose. OH TyT ke
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ynaji, nepe riia3aMu 3allpbirajid SpKU€ TOYKH, HO UX TYT 7K€ IIOITIOTHJIa
ThMa.

TPACK IIEPBBIM npuuien B ce6s. OH jexan HeNOABHKHO, B Io-
JIOBe MyJIbCHpoOBaJia 60Jib. Tpack MOAHST roJoOBY, B IMIazaX Bce IUTBUIO,
TOYHO OH Obin TbaH. [IpyThs! IIpyThs KieTku! I10 OBUTO MEpBOE, UTO
OH yBHUJeN. A 3a KJIETKOH CTOSIM CTpaHHOH GOpMBI CO3/1aHHUs, ToJoca-
Thle, OKpalleHHbIe B (paHTacTHUYeckue nBeTa. Knerka crosna B KoHLE
Y3KOH aJlied KpacHOH 3eMJIM. A BOKpYT KJIETKU TONIWINCH CyIIECTBa,
H3[ABABIINE CTPAHHBIE 3BYKH.

Tpack novyBcTBOBaJ HHCTUHKTHBHOE OTBpAIllEHHE K TOMY, YTO YBH-
nern. beccMbICIeHHbIE 3ByKHM CTajld 'poMY€ M IPOH3UTENbHEe, Koriaa
cyliecTBa yBHAenH, uto Tpack 3ameBemwica. CymecTBa NpHHAIHCH
B3BOJTHOBAHHO yKa3bIBAaTh Ha HETO pyKamMH. JTO OBLUIH He JIFOIU, XOTS B
[eJIOM MMeJTH YeNIOBeHecKyro GopMy. Y HUX OBUIH PYKH, HOTH, TOJIOBBI
U, BEPOATHO, IIOXO)KHE BHyTpeHHHUE opraHbl. Ho kaxoe cyuiecTso or-
JMYAJIOCh OT APYTOrO CaMbIM OTBPAaTHTEIEHBIM 00pa3oM.

Bce oHu 6bUTH KaKMMHU-TO AeOpMHUPOBaHHBIMU. Pyku M HOrM y HUX
OBUTH Pa3HOM JUTHHBI M TONIIMHBL. [71a3a OBUTH HATHIKAHBI B pa3HBIX Me-
ctax 06e3baHpUX JHL. TyT ObUIH KpYIIbIE FOJIOBbI, IPAMOYTOJIbHBIE, HA
IUIMHHBIX IIesX u BooOmte Oe3 wmeil. Hexotopele cymecTBa ObutH He-
BEPOSTHO BBICOKUMM M TOHKHUMH, APYTHe K€ TaKUMH MAJCHbKUMH M
KPYIJIBIMH, YTO UX MOXKHO OBLIIO OBI KaraTh IO 3eMile, Kak 1apsl. Lger
KOXKH Y HUX TOXe ObLI caMblif pa3HOOOpa3HbIi, OT APKO-KpacHOro A0
HEXKHO-(HONIETOBOTO.

Tpack nMoyyBCTBOBAJI, YTO >KEITY/IOK €0 CKMMAET CyOpora 1 ObICTpo
OTBEpHYJNCS.

— Tpack! — ycnbiinan oH 4el-To XpHIUIbIA KPUK.

Tpack TyT e BCKOYHJI Ha HOT'H.

— Cnongunr!

BeicodeHHBI# HccieoBaTeNnb CTOAN B IPYToi KIIETKe, 11arax B ABaj-
uary ot Tpacka, CXBaTHBIIMCh MOI'YYUMH PyKaMH 3a NPYThs PEILETKH,
1o ero 60poIaTOMy JIUILY TEKJIH ClIE3B.

— Tpack! — npoxpumnen on. — Cnasa bory! SI 30By Bac y»e 1iensbiii yac.
A TyT OykBasibHO cxOXy ¢ yma. [lpomumn Mecsupl... A MOXeT ObITh,
roael? D10 Tak yxacHo, Tpack... YxkacHo! Ho... Tak oHn cxBaTunu u
Bac?

OH ObUT Ha rpaHU MOJHOTO HM3HEMOXKeHHs. Tpacka MOTPACIH MOp-
HIMHBI Ha €ro JINLE.

~ Hepxurtecs! — psaBkHyn oH. — OHH Hac MOHMMaJIM, HO 3TO €lIe He
3HAYaT, YTO UM yAACTCS HAC yJepXKaTh!
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Hecmotps Ha sBHYI0 6€3Ha1eXKHOCTB MOJIOXKEHH, Tpack oYyBCTBO-
BaJl, KaK IJIEYH €ro pacnpAMHIKCh. CIIONAMHT VIS HEro 3Ha4uT 6onblie,
4yeM oTell.

— Jlepxutech, — NOBTOPMII OH. — Mbl BbiOepeMcs M3 3TOH TIOPbMBI.

— TroppmbI? — 1 CIONAMHT PaCXOXOTANICS, TPOMKO, 6€3yMHO. — ITO He
TI0pbMa, Tpack! 310 300Mapk!

IToTtoM OH Bpoae yCTHIIWICS, C YCHIIHEM B3s1 ce0sl B pyKH M paccKa-
3aJ1 IPyCTHYIO HCTOPHIO CBOETO [NICHEHMS.

Ero xopabnp npusemnmics nenbiM U HeBpeaAWMbIM. OH BbIIIeN Ha
pasBeaky. Kax u na Tpacka, Ha Hero Hanajiu c3aau, yJapywid 110 rojioBe,
M OYHYJICS OH y>Ke B 3TOH KieTke. 3areM MOTAHYJIHCh NOJITHe JHHU H
HOYH. 31€Ch €CTh CMOTPHTEb, KOTOPHIi IPUHOCHT €Ty, POTAIKHBACT
3JI0BOHHBIE KyCKH 4Yepe3 NPYThs KIETKU UM BHUIMBAET BApPEBO Ha MOJL.

— Oto 300mapk! A Mbl B HeM o00e3bsHbl! ['ps3Hble, ypomIuBBIE
CO3JaHMs. ..

Cnonaunr GykBanbHO Tpsiccs OT orBpaileHus. OH eaBa Mor cMmo-
TPETh Ha TPEILTIOILMXCS O YEM-TO MEXKIY COOOMH CyLIeCTB.

— BrniepBbie B xu3HH, Tpack, s Halllen 10Ka3aTelbCTBa UCTHHHOCTH
acTposioruu. 3a orpeneneHHbII NepHol, elle A0 POKICHUS, 3TH CylIe-
CTBa MOJIBEPraMCh UCKAKAIOIUM UX CHJIaM, H3MEHEHHUIO IPaBUTALIUH,
TeIJ1a, MarHUTHeIM OypsM. Bee 1o yponoano sm6puons!. U korna, Ha-
KOHEll, CyIECTBO POXKAATIOCh, OHO OBUIO Y>KaCHOMW MaposiMel Ha CBOMX
poaureneii... boxe! — OH mokayan JaBHO HeyecaHoil royioBoii. — Pazym
Y HUX TOXKE OKa3bIBaJICs M3y poaoBaHHbIM. OHU, HAIIpUMeED, IBHO Hacla-
JKAIOTCS. MOMMHU MYYEHHUAMM.

U cnoBHO MmmoCTpUpys €ro cioBa, ToJINa BHE3alHO Havana 6pocarhb
B Tpacka kaMemku. B ux cTpaHHOH peuH MOCBIIIAIOCH HEYTO Bposie
Bocropra. Tpack cTUCHy: 3yObl M MOMBITANICSA HE 00palaTh Ha HUX BHU-
MaHue. OHM IIpeKpaTHIi OpocaTh KaMEUIKH, KOTAa MOHSUTH, YTO XKepTBa
Ha HUX HUKaK He pearupyer.

— A BbI neITanuck yoexars? — cipocuit Tpack.

I'naza CriongyHra cBepKHyH.

—IIlaHc Ha 3TO CyIECTBYET, — HANPSXKEHHBIM FOJIOCOM CKa3aJl OH. — 5]
Bce ke He Topyan TyT 6e3 gena. [locMorpure Tyna!

OH KHBHYJ B CTOPOHY NE€PEKPECTKA YIIHLI.

— Bam kopabns! — ynuBineHHO BOCKIMKHYN Tpack.

Kocmuueckuii kopabnp CrionguHra CTosul Ha KaKOM-TO IIOCTaMeHTe
Ha NIy YIMLbI METpax B TPHILIATH OT KJIETOK.

CronauHr KMBHYJ C MPa4HOH YOBJIETBOPEHHOCTBIO.

— OH cyMenu MepeBe3TH €ro Clofia Ha IaTdopMe ¢ MPOYHBIMH Je-
PeBIHHBIMHU Konecamu. OHM NOHATHUSA HE UMEIOT, YTO 3TO Takoe. Ho Mb1
MOXXEM BOCIIOJIB30BaThCs 3TUM KopabneM ass 6ercTra, Tpack!

205



OH npHHAJICS TUXOpaJoYHO OOBACHATH cBOM IutaH. IlpyThs kieTkn
cAenanbl M3 MATKoro xenesa. Lenbix Tpu Mecsaua CrnonguHr NOANWIN-
BaJI OCHOBY OAHO#1 M3 cTOpOH KieTku. PaGotan on mo Houam. Teneps
yKe cliesiaHa nosiouHa pa6otsl. Eule nBa Mecsua ...

— M 1 cbery! — oruasnHo 3as8un Crionauer. — CMOTpUTENs HOUYYET
B MaJICHPKOH XW)KHHE Io3aau Kietok. S mpobepych k HeMy, BO3BMY
KJIFOYH ¥ OCBOOOXY Bac... B uem aeno? UYro BaM He HPaBHTCA B MOEM
rwiaHe?

TPACK TEPIIEJIMBO paccka3zan CrionauHry o kpoHume, He00xo-
JUMOM 171 peMoHTa «OTBarmw», a Takke O TOM, YTO Y HHMX €CThb TpHU
IHSI, 4TOOBI B KOHIIE MX WCIOJIB30BaTh TPEXMHUHYTHBIH BBIXO/ MJIAHETHI
B HOPMaJIbHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, HHaYe OErcTBO X CTaHET HEBO3MOXKHBIM
Ha LIEJIBIX CEMb JIET. ..

JIno CrnionauHra BBITAHYJIOCE.

— Ilonumaro, — MeJUIEHHO NPOTAHYJN OH. — Eciiu MBI He yOepeMcs oT-
CIOZIa B TEYEHHUE TPeX AHEH, To OyneM BBIHYXKAEHBI OCTaBaThcs Ha Byn-
KaHe ceMb JieT. M maxe eciiv Mbl YJI0XKHMCS B 9TH CPOKH, MO# kopabib
He Takoii GONBIIOH U MOJHUMET He GoJiee YeThIpeX 4YenoBek... — M oH
HeOpexxHO noaHsUI noaboponok. — Mel Haliiem Berxon!

3a crimHo#t Tpacka 3actonan Kopbnu. A uepe3 muHyty Kopbnu u
Bpunn 6pi1u yxe Ha Horax, ¥ Tpack oOBACHAI UM cUTyaluio. bpumn
TYT K€ MPOSBIJI CBOI HECHOCHBIH XapaKkTep U C NMpe3peHHeM IIISHYJ Ha
Tpacka.

— Tak naBaiire, ucnonb3yiiTe CBOM IeHHAJbHbIE ACTPOHOMUYECKHUE
MO3TH M BHITAIUTE HAC U3 OTOM 3aBapyXxu! — NpUHAJICS BOpYATh OH.

Tpack He Moe3 ¢ HUM CHOPHTH. Y HEro He OBUIO HMKAKOTo IUIaHa.
IToGer u3 keTok mMMen, pasymeercs, nepBocTeneHHoe 3HaueHHe. Ho
Kak 3TO caenaTb?

Ipsxka pemHs CrnionaguHra Oblia CIIMIIKOM MSTKOM, 4yTOOBI 3¢ dek-
THUBHO IEPENINBATh €10 NpYThs. UTO 5ke y HUX €CTh Takoe TBepaoe?..

— 0, boxe! — Touno cymacmeniuii, Tpack copeai ¢ pyku yacsl, 6po-
CHJI UX Ha IOJ KJIETKU U pa3faBui HOrod. 3areM M3BIIeK U3 MEXaHH4e-
CKOT'0 KpOIIeBa MPY>KUHY JJIMHOH CAHTHMETPOB B TPUILATS.

— Bot ona! Ml MOXkeM MCNIONIB30BaTh MPY>KKHY YacoB. OHa U3 TBep-
JIo¥t cTayiu U He coTpeTcs!

Jaxce bpun mpu 5ToM HEMHOIO B3BOJIHOBAJICS.

Tak kak y Crnonausra yacoB He 66110, Tpack B3sn yacel Kopbnu u
6pocun ux Cnonaunry. Bee, ka3aiock, Ha MHT 3aCTBUIO, KpOME MPOTS-
HyTbIX pyk Crionausra. 3areM CrofIuHr nolMall 4achl.

IMocne 3Toro Hauanock pasapaxaroiee Bcex Oe3neiicrrue. JleHp mna-
HETBl COCTABIISUT LIECTHAECAT BOCceMb YacoB. OCTaBalloch emle Irie-To
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JBaJLATh YeThIpe Yaca JHEBHOTO CBETa, IOC/E Yero HaCTyMUT TPHALA-
THYacoBas HOYb, B TEUEHHE KOTOPOH MOKHO Oymer paborars. Tak urto
UM BBINAJIA JBAALATH YeThIpe Yaca OKUIaHMA.

3a 9TH MoM3yIHe, TOYHO YITUTKA, Yachl TpacK JBakAbl BHIEI CMO-
TPHUTEIA, TOXOXKeEE Ha XKEPIb CYIIECTBO BHICOTOM METpa TPH C MOJOBH-
HOH, U C KpOLIEYHBIMH, OeCHOPMEHHBIMH I1a3kaMid. CMOTPHTENH TIPH-
HOCHJI MM e[y, KYCKH OJIEIHOro TeCTa, IUIaBatouIue B )KUPHOM Boge. Y
Tpacka OHH BBI3BAJIM TOJBKO OTBpALIEHHE, HO TOJIOJ BHIHYIHUII €r0 eCTh
TO, YTO JAIOT.

U3 kierku Tpack yBuaen MHOIO TakOro, YTO HAIOJIHUIIO €r0 YI1BIe-
HueM. B ropoae mia cBoero pona spakyanus. JepeBsHHbIe KOP3UHBIL,
3aKperUieHHble Ha MaJIeHbKHMX, YPOMIHMBBIX >XMBOTHBIX, HAIIOMHHAIO-
KX KO3, HAIOJIHAJIMCH IO KPaeB BCAKOM yTBAphiO: MpeaMeTaMu ObiTa,
TKaHSAMH, MOCYIOM, KOTOPBIE BEIHOCH/IH M3 SPKOTO 31aHHUA.

3ayeM? Tpack BCTIOMHMII, YTO FOPOJ, KOTOPBIi OHH YCIIENH YBHIETS,
CJIOBHO TEpeXu 3emieTpsiceHre. Heyxxenu TyzeMIpl XKIalu eme of-
Horo 3emuierpsicenns? Mimu 3eMiieTpsiceHHs IPOUCXOIMITH 3/1€Ch pery-
nsapuo? Ho 3to abeypn!

JIByMepHOe COJHLE, HAKOHELL, CeJT0, M TEMHOTA, cJierka pa3baBiieHHas
JByMEpPHBIMH JKe 3Be3aMH, Iajia Ha ropof. Tpack cpasy ke MpHHSIICS
3a paboTy ¥ MWW NIPYThs ABA Yaca MOApsAA. 3aTteM ero cMeHus bpu.

TPACK CJIBIIIAJI ckpexxeT MeTaJUia, JOHOCHUBLIMICS U3 APYroi
Ki1eTkd. OH 3Han, yro CnonauHry npuxoauTcs Xyxe. Ero 66010 HekoMy
cmeHuTh. EMy npuxoaunocek paborarbh 6ecnpepblBHO, YTOObI Mepenu-
JIMTB NPYThA KJIETKU Y ocHoBaHUsA. M Crionauur paborai u30 Beex CHil.

— He 6ecnokoiiteck 060 MHe, — OTBETHJI OH Ha COYYBCTBYIOIIHUH BO-
npoc Tpacka. — T'ocroapb Aan MHe CHIBHBIE PYKH, U S COTPY HX XOTh JI0
JIOKTeH, npexxae yeM caamed. Jlyume paboraiite camu.

Yackl 3a yacaMu IPOXOUITU B yTOMHTENIBbHOH pabote. Tpack o6epHyn
py0alkoif CBOM MOKPHIBLIMECS BOJABIPIMH MO30JIeH PYKH, COPaTHUKH
TMOCJIE/IOBAJIH €T0 IIPUMEPY.

V Bpunna yacel ocTaBalMch LedbiMU. B koHLIe nBaauarhk ceabMOro
yaca Bpuan cxBaTun npyT M BhIBEpHYJ ero u3 reezga. OH 3akauancs
CcBOOOHO Ha BEPXHEM KPETUIEHHH.

Yepes aecaTok CeKyHH Bce BHIOpalUCh Ha BOJIO, M bpuni npunsncs
nomoratk Crnonaunry. Bekope npyr CrnonauHra packonoics ¢ TH-
xuM TpeckoM. CrionauHr Bbules u3 kietku. OH u Kop6nu nobexxanu
N0 KpacHOM 3emJle ajUieH, KazaBIleiics mpu3payHod B OlegHOM cBeTe
3Be3a. Tpack u bpunn 6exxanu Ha JecATOK 1IAroB M03aax HUX.

Onu y>xe ObUTH Ha MOy TH K Kopabmo Crionaudra. BHesanHo Tpack
yCIbIIIaJ IIAry 3a CIHHOM, NOBEPHYJICA U ycIleNl YKJIOHUTBCS OT yAapa
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METAUTHYECKOW JyOWHKOW, HAHECEHHOH BBICOYEHHOM >KEPIBIO-CMO-
TpuTeneM. 3aTeM OH MOJCEK MMIaHTy HOTHM U TOT PYXHyJ Ha 3€MIIO.
bpunn k ToMy BpeMeHu nofocmnesn eMy Ha HOMOILb.

Onn Habpocwiuch BIBOEM Ha Hamajapinero. Tpack cxBaTHJI €ro 3a
U3YpOJIOBaHHBIE IUIEYH, a Bpriu1 noaHsn o6poHeHHyI0 JyOHUHKY M yAa-
PHII €10 TUTaHTa I10 TONOBE. [ MraHT MCIyCTHN CTPaHHBIH KPHUK, U Mpe-
JkKJIe, 4eM ABoe JIrofel npobexxanu nommyTy k kopabmo CrionauHra, u3
JOMOB BBICKOYHJIM APYTHE MeCTHbIE sxutenu. Mx 6butn necarku!

Bpunn B3MaxHyn MeTaUIM4ecKod MyOWHKOM, SpOCTHO 3aBOMUB. Y
Tpacka He ObulO HHYero, kpome KynaakoB. OH Bo30narogapui CBOIO
CYACTIIMBYIO 3BE3/Y 3a MaIyIO CUIy TSDKECTH Ha 3TOH IUIAHETKe, YXBa-
T OMKafIIyro TOLLYI0, HIECTH(YTOBYIO JIONBDKKY M PE3KO ITOBEPHYI
ee. 3areM nobexan ganpile k kopadmo. bpuiut cnenoait 3a HUM MO M-
tam. Ha Gery Tpack cMyTHO Buzen, uro Kopbnu Toxe BCTyn I B ApaKy.

Ho 1yt ero nocturma Heynada. OH OTOMIICS OT OHOTO HAIaAIOIIETo,
HO TYT ke OBUT cOMT ¢ HOTr yAapoM c3amu. Xorels ObUIO NOIHATHCS, HO
He cMor. B mazax Bce pacmsiBasiock. CMyTHO OH BuAen, Kak Bpun
MalleT BOKpyr cBoel nxyOouHoil. Ha annee Bansics yxe ¢ A€CATOK Mc-
KaJleYeHHBIX Tell. Bpuiut npo6ui eme ofHy rojioBy, 3aTeM HaKIOHMIICH,
noMor TpacKy MOOHATBCSA W, MOIUIEPXKHUBAs €T0 3a IOXMBILIKY, [TOBEN
BIEpE.

Tak onn no6panuce Ao kopabins. bpun 6pocun Tpacka BHYTpb U 1o-
BEPHYJICS K O4epeIHOMY IIPOTHBHHUKY. Tpack ycibliian ero IuKuii Kpuk:

— IIpoxknsaTeie Makakw!

A 3areM kopabnib BIPYT 3a7poxkal, Bce ciiibHee U cunbHee. U Tpack
TOHSUI, YTO OHH criaceHsl. .. CrIoiauHr 1o0pasics 10 pyOKkH ynpaBlieHHUs.

OueBHIHO, B 3TOT HANpPSDKEHHBI MOMEHT €ro rojioBa Hadana pabo-
TaTh B [OJHYIO CHITY, H Y HEero HOSBHWICS IUIaH, Oe3yMHBI, KaK U BeCh
3TOT YEThIpEXMEPHBIHA MHP.

3emnerpsacenue? [Ja! OueBuaHo, 3emneTpAceHus coTpacaror Bynkan
KaKZble CEMb JIET, U 3TO PELIUT NpoblieMy ¢ KpOHUMOM, HEOOXOIUMBIM
«OrtBarey.

3emnempscenue npoucxoOum moyHo 6 mom camvlii MOMEHM, K020a
Bynxan npopuvisaemcs 6 Hopmanvuyito Beenennyio!

KOPBJIA IIOMOTI" eMy nomHATBCS Ha HOTH, MOAHEC K rydaM cTa-
KaH BoApl. Tpack caienai napy IMOTKOB, 3aTEM [I0MOTaJI FOJIOBOH H IOMH-
Man B3 bpunna.

— Cnacu60o! — Be10xHy: OH. — Eciiu 651 He BbI... Ml yxe netum?

— ITonHBIM X00M, — OTBETH BpHii, msas Ha Hero, NOO3PUTENEHO
MPUIYPUBIIMCE. — Y TOTOBBI HampaBUTHCA K MepKypHIO B TOT CaMbli
MHT, Korza BynkaH BeiiiieT B OOBIYHYIO BCEJIEHHYIO.
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Tpack B3gporsymn.

— He penaiite rmynocreii. Mbt 6pocuM «OTBary» co BceM SKunaxkem?

— A 9TO MBI MOXEM i1 HUX caenarb? «OTBara» He CMOXET MOA-
HATBCA 6e3 kponuma. Tak 4to criaceMcs XOTs ObI CaMH.

Tpack mwarHyn 6sut0 kK Hemy, Ho Kop6inut ero octaHOBHIL.

— OH npaB, — cyx0 cKa3ai nepBbiii noMoIHUK. — Ham GeccMbicieHHO
BO3BpallaThes Tyda. M 9TO He 3HAYMT, YTO OHH HENPEMEHHO YMpYT.
CnacaresnpHas 3KCIEIULMsS MOXET MPHBECTH UM KpoHum. A xopabib
CrioniuHra Bce paBHO HE CMOXKET B3SITh OOJIBIIE YETBEPHIX. . .

— ITomymaiite, 4To BBI TYT HeceTe, — XOJIOAHO cka3all Tpack.

OH HampaBwics B pyOKy, HO M3 €¢ IBEpH MOSBUIOCH KpaCHO-KOpHY-
HeBoe nuno bpuwia. bpunn neperoponun Tpacky nopory.

— CronauHr corfiaceH ¢ HaMu, — 3akpuyan oH. — Kak Bbl U ckazanm,
IUTAHETA BBIAIET U3 YETBEPTOrO M3MEPEHHUs POBHO yepe3 IMATHAAUATh
MHHYT CPOKOM Ha TpU MHHYTHI. I BUAST Hebeca, Toraa Mbl M YJIETHM C
Hee.

— MEI yneTuM TOJIBKO BMECTE CO BCEM IKHMIAXEM, — TBEPIO CKa3all
Tpack u 6e3 npenynpe>xaeHus, OAHUM TOYHBIM YAapOM HOKayTHPOBaJl
3nopoBsaka bpuina. Bpumn pyxHyin, kak NOAKOUIEHHbIH.

Tpack npoen B py6xy. ConauHr misHyJ Ha €ro JIMLO U ToXKal IH-
POKHUMH IJIEYaMH.

— S Tak u qymain, yro Bbl Oyaere He cornacHbl, — OypkHyn oH. — Ha-
TIE0Ch, Y Bac €CTh IIaH. ..

— 51 MeHs ecTh mNaH, — MpayHo cka3an Tpack Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT,
Korza B pyOke mosiBuiicst yrpromsiii Kop6nu. — Pa3 B cems set Bech Byi-
KaH cotpscaroT 3emiierpsceHuss. OHU CPaBHUBAIOT C 3€MJIEH ropona u
nepeOpachIBalOT HAa OIPOMHBIE PAacCTOSHUS Iiesible ropel. Bce MecTHbIe
JKUTENH 3HAIOT 370. 1o 3TOl mpHyYMHE OHU M MPOU3BOIAT JBaKyallHIo,
nepeOupaloTcs BMECTe CO CBOMM MMYIIECTBOM B Kakoe-TO 6e30IMmacHoe
Mecto. HaBepHoe, B of3eMHbI€ TIELIEPHI.

B rnasax CrionauHra BCIbIXHYJT HHTEpEC.

— OObIuHas IUIaHeTa, MOBepHYTast OOHOU cTOpoHOH K COJHLY, BEUHO
Obl HAXOOUJIACH B TaKoM MosnoxeHur. Ho BynkaH He oObiuHas niaxeTa.
B To0 BpeMms, Koria oHa HaXOUTCs B 4YETBEPTOM U3MEPEHUH, OHa Bpalla-
ercs BOKpyr cBoei ocu. Ho kak TOJIBKO OHa BbIXOJUT B Hallle TpeXMep-
HOE MIPOCTPAHCTBO, OHA OBICTPO MepecTaeT BpallaThes. OTUM U obycia-
BJIMBAIOTCS 36MJICTPACEHHUS.

CrionauHr gake ¥ He NOAyMaJl IIOBEPrarh €ro JIOTUKY COMHEHUSM.

— Bbl X0THTE CKa3aTh, YTO MOXHO MCIIOJIb30BATh TOTYOK OT 3TOH BHE-
3alIHOH OCTAHOBKHU. .. — [[POU3HEC OH TBEPIBIM, XOTS ¥ B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM
ronocom. — O, Hebeca!
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OH cHOBa MOBEPHYJICA K ITYJIBTY YIIPABJICHHUSA U Y€PE3 IIATh MUHYT KO-
pa6nb IVIaBHO OITYCTHWJICA Ha BBICOKHIA XOJIM, II€ Haxoau1ach «OtBaray.

KOMAHJIA «OTBAT'W» TyT xe BBICHIIANA HAPYXY, YTOOBI MpH-
BeTCTBOBaTh UX. Tpack nosepHysca k CrnonauHry. Beuio TyT e corna-
coBaHo, yToObl CrionauHr nepemen ¢ Tpackom Ha »OTBary», a Tpoe
M3 WICHOB KOMaHIbl «OTBarm» B3s/IM OBl IO CBOE YIIPABIECHHE €ro
KopaOIb.

— Brl puckoBanu paau MeHs, — MpayHo 3asBwi Crnonausr. — [{ymaro,
S IOJDKEH PUCKHYTb Paji Bac.

Tpack no3pan bpuwia. bpui otowesn oT rpymniibl MOAEH, OKPY>KUB-
IOUX ero, H 4epe3 CeKyHAy ocTaHoBuics nepea TpackoMm. Hactynmno
HampsHKEHHOE MOTYaHUeE.

— Hy, uto? — xMypo npepsai ero bpun.

— 51 Huyero He mpukasbiBailo BaM, bpwui, — ckasan Tpack. — ¥V Hac
€CTb IUIaH, KaK BeIBecTH «OTBary» B OTKpHITBIH KocMoc 6e3 kponuma.
Ja, IaHCel TYT NATHAECAT Ha NAThAecAT. Ho HaM Hy)keH XOpolIHid HH-
JKeHep B pyOke ynpasieHus. Ecin He XOTUTe PUCKHYTH CaMH, BO3bMHTE
JIBOMX, KOTOpBIE MOHIYT ¢ BaMH Ha kopabnp Crionaunra. Bamra 3agaua
— BoBpeM# yiereTh ¢ Bynkana. [lonstHo?

I'maza bpwsia cBepkHynH.

— Bce nonstHo, kanutaH. Ho s octaHyck Ha kopabie.

Tpack pa3BepHyINCs ¥ IIOKHHYN €ro, IIPX 3TOM Ha JIMIe KaluTaHa 3a-
CTBUIO OTBpAILlEHHUE.

Tpack cam cen 3a mynsT ynpasieHus. KoMaH1oBaTh MaJleHBKHM KO-
pabnem nmocraBuiu Xomnoyas. beuto BnoueHo 3axkuranue. Tpack oT-
Jiajl TIpuka3 B TpyOKy MammHHOro otraenenus. KopaGnbs cogportyscs,
CJIOBHO €ro TOJIKHYJI KaKOH-TO TMraHT, ¥ €r0 KOpMa IOBEPHYJIaCh BBEPX.
HoBsle TOTUKM pa3BepHY/IH Kopabib B HalpaBIEeHHH, TOYHO COOTBET-
CTBYIOLIIEM HaNpaBJICHUIO BPAlllEHUS IUTAHETHI. '

UYepes nse MuUHYTHl BynkaH no/pkeH nmepectarb BpaliaThes. 3emie-
TpsICEHHE COTPACET BCIO IUIAHETY, BCTPIXHET Iropbl, CHECET ropoaa, u
BCEe He3aKpeIUIeHHble 0OBEKTHI IOMYATCS B KOCMOC CO CKOPOCTBIO He-
CKOJIbKO KMJIIOMETPOB B CEKYHIY.

Takoe y>xe Mpoucxoauwio He pas.

CrionauHr gepxan B pyKe 4achl.

— IlecTpaecaT cexyHa! — HanpsH>KEHHBIM IOJIOCOM CKa3all OH.

Tpack NOBTOPHUII 3TO B TPYOKY MAIIMHHOIO OTAEIEHHS.

— Ilpunsro, kanuran!

— Bpumn! — noseain Tpack o ces3u.

— Hy, uto Tam eme? — npoperdain B oTBeT rojioc bpmwia. — Yto BHI
HpuKaxete?
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Haxe B Takoil HampspkeHHBIH MOMEHT Tpack Hamen B cebe CHIBI
YCMEXHYTHCA.

— Ilepexmrounts 5Hepruro Ha BurrenOepru! — psBkHyn oH. — OT-
KPBITh KJIallaHbl IPOTOHOB HA MHHUMAJIBHYIO TATY!

Tonoc Bpunina noBTOpUI €ro KOMaHAy OCTaJIbHBIM.

— Copok cexyHna! — noHeccs rojioc CriojauHra.

Tpack mo4yBCTBOBaJ, KaK KaleidbKH HOTa MYpaBbSIMH IOJI3YT IO
KOXe.

— JIBanuath cekyHa!

—T'otoBb1? — psBkHYN bpumn B TpyOKy.

— I'oToBBI, — OTBETH cUIBbHBIH ronoc bpuina.

— Hecate cexynn, JleBars. Bocemb. CeMb... — ryen HanpsoKeHHbIH
rostoc Croniaunra. — J[ge. OnHa. ..

— Crapr! — xpuksyn Tpack.

IIpoToHOBBIE CTPYH U3 MOKOPEKEHHBIX 103 COpBaH « OTBary» ¢ Me-
CTa, HO B TOT ’K€ CaMblii MOMEHT BCsI IOBEPXHOCTD IL1aHEThI COAPOTHY-
JIach U CTPAXHYJA ¢ cebs Kopabib, Kak cobaka, TPACACH, CTPAXHBAET CO
cBoel HIKypsl HafoeaauBbIX 650x. [lapy cekyHn kopabnbp Muascs Haj
XOIAIIMMH XOTYHOM rOpaMH, a IIOTOM YCTPEMHIICS B OTKPbITOE He6O.

Tpack yBunen, kak nei3ax BHH3y U3MEHHI CBOi penbed. Tam, roe
ObUIO CKAJIUCTOE IIATO, 3aBaJIEHHOE MYCOPOM OT NMPEXHUX 3eMIIeTpsCe-
HUH, Teriepb NOABWIACh FOpHas uenb. «OTBara» Hecaack 4yepes arMoc-
¢epy 1o kacarenpHOH K MoBepXHOCTH I1aHeThl. Ho yixe uepes cekyHny
BC€ U3MEHWIOCH.

T'opu30HT BHE3AMHO NPEBPATHIICS B OTPOMHBIH MOIYKPYT, a 3aTeM UC-
4e3. OTo MOIIO O3HavaTh JIMLIb OgHO. «OTBaray Oblia B OTKPBHITOM KOC-
Moce, octaBuB no3anu Bynkan u ConHue, a Bnepenu 6p11 Mepkypwuii!

CrnonauHr ¢ oberyeHueM OITyCTHIICA B Kpecso. 3aTeM B3IISHYN Ha
Tpacka.

— IlonHeii ycrex! — BOCKIMKHYJ OH. — Bama muccus 3aBepiueHa — 1
Mos Toxxe! Ho uecth oTkpriTHS BynkaHa noymkHa npHHaUIexaTs HaMm
oboum. ..

IIPUMEPHO YEPE3 gBa uaca, xorma «OTBara» Iuia Ha caMoi
MaJlol Tare Kk Mepkypuro, a Bliepean Hee JieTel MaJIeHbKUI kopabiuk
Crnonguxra, B pyOky ynpaeienus Bowen bpunn. Kopbmu cupmen 3a
mynbToM, CIIONIUHT B MEAHLIMHCKOM OTCEKE JICUHII CBOH PYKH.

Bpwin ocTaHOBHIICS B HECKOIBKUX LIarax OT KalmuTaHa v mpodopmo-
Tal, eJBa BOpoyYas A3bIKOM U u30eras BCTPETUTHCA CO B3MsAaoM Tpacka:

— 51 ayBcTBYIO ce0s KpBICO#, KanKTaH. .. YecTHOE CIIOBO, IPOCTO KPBI-
coil. BBl yMHBIH, a Takke, O4eHb MYKECTBEHHBIH yenoBek. — OH cxBa-

211



THJI IPOTAHYTYIO TpackoM pyKy U SHEpru4Ho noxain ee. — C MeHs npu-
YuTaeTCs BHINMBKA, Koraa Mbl fobepemMcs 1o Mepkypus. Bel coracHb!?
— Obs3arenbHO, — ynbiOHYnCs Tpack.

H xorma on BEPHYJICA K ITyJIbTY YIIpaBJI€HHS, JIUIO €r0 CBETHJIIOCHh OT
YAOBOJILCTBHA.

Beyond the boiling zone, (Planet Stories, 1943, 12), nep. Auopeii
Bypyes
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POCC POCKIIHHH.........ccoovrtiiiiniitcnincciincincsciasssssesssssssscassssesssens

KOJIBU U IEBEPEJI

B HEHTPE TATOTEHMS ........ccoooiiiiiiciiecneenceeenececnennee

At the center of gravity, (Astounding Stories, 1936 Ne 6)
nep. Auapeit Bypnes

JIOBYHIKA IOIIMTEPA............coccvvnenens et

Jupiter trap, (Astounding, 1937 Ne 8)
niep. Annpeit Bypnes

CUJI XOJUIMEHEP U VU1 KAPPUCTEP

ITPOBJIEMDBI C JIAXPH........cocoiiiriiiiiiiiirnritcssescnesenenns

Task to Lahri, (Planet Stories, 1942, Summer)
niep. Annpeii bBypues

OBUTATEJIU ITY3BIPEM. ......ooooeeeireeeeieeieriseeesseesssesisssensnens

The bubble dwellers, (Planet Stories, 1945, Fall)
nep. Aunpeit Bypues

TTECYAHBIH IEC Y EILE KOE-KTO

TIECYAHDBITI ITEC ... e eeeeeeeeseseseenens

The Sandhound, (Planet Stories, 1943 Ne 5)
nep. Aunpeit bBypues
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The Sandhound strikes, (Planet Stories, 1945, Spring)
nep. Aunpeii Bypes
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Beyond the boiling zone, (Planet Stories, 1943, 12)
niep. AHnpeit Bypues
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Qumaiime 6
CTe0yroulem mome:

Pocc PoxkauHH

«MOHIITHOE HUYTOXECTBO»

Bo BTOpoii Tom Pocca PokiiuHHa, KOTOpbI, HAICIOCh, YUTATENAM YXKE

ycneil NOHPaBUTLCA, BXOAAT IPOU3BEACHHUS O MYTEUICCTBUAX BO BDEMEHU
H B IIapaJUI€IbHbIE€ MUPBI, a TaKXKe 00 OTKPBITHUAX H HBOGPGTGHHHX
YUYE€HBIX, KaK HaCTOALIECrO, TaK U 6y11ymer 0.
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